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REPORT OF THB BOARD. 

Page xxiii, fifth line from bottom, for "1809" read "1817." 

Page xxxii, last line, for "csaes" read "cases." 

Page xxxvii, ninth line, omit "really." 

Page xl, nineteenth line, for "discouragements" read "discouragement." 

Page xlii, sixth line, for "has" read "have," 

Page xlii, eighteenth line, for "imposes" read "impose." 

Page xlvii, fifth line, for "intructed" read "instructed." 

REPORT OF THE GENERAL AGENT AND SECRETARY. 

Page 6, foot-note, omit the word "one." 

Page 13, statement exhibiting the number of persons admitted into the Western 
penitentiary, the number of colored males received in 1863 should be "12" instead of 
"14." 

Page 22, tabular statement, for the year 1868, add "removed to other institutions, 3 
white males and 1 colored female." Number of white males remaining in confine- 
ment December 31, 1866, for "380" read "38L" 

Page 32, tabular statement, in the year 1846, read "one white girl returned, having 
escaped," and omit the same in the year 1847, page 33. 

Page 37, tabular statement, in the year 1862, read "1 white boy transferred." 

Page 44, tabular statement, for "seven hours at work from April 1 to November 1," 

read "six and five-sixths hours." 

Page 48, tabular statement, in the column of assault and battery, read "2" in the 
year 1866. 

Page 50, tabular statement, in the column for Potter county, 1869, omit "2; " and 
for the total number in the same column, read "2" instead of " 4." 

Page 80, tabular statement, for number of natives of Pennsylvania received from 
Clearfield county, who were between the ages of 60 and 60 years, read "2 " instead 
of "5." 

Page 83, tabular statement, in the line of totals in the column of "ill-health," for 
"261 "read "271." * 

Page 93, tabular statement, in the year 1869, in the column of "loss on public pa- 
tients," for " |4,196 64 " read " |4,196 57 ; " and in the total of the same column, for 
" |16,196 54" read "f 16,196 67." 

Page 140, tabular statement, in the number received from Bucks county from 1860 
to 1860, for "6" read "5." 

Page 162, tabular statement, to "Occupations of pupils who have left the institu- 
tion," add " Teachers of handicraft, 14." 

Page 212, thirty-second line, for " 3 degrees 6 seconds thick and 20 seconds at the 
top," read " 3| feet thick at the base, tapering to 20 inches at the top." 
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REPORT. 



To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative* of (he General 
Assembly of Pennsylvania : 

The Commissioners of the Board of Public Charities have the honor to 
submit this, their first annual report, together with the report of the Sec- 
retary and General Agent. They are required to do this upder the pro- 
visions of the act which constituted the Commission! as defined in section 
12, (see Purdon, p. 1542,) in the following words: 

" The Board of Public Charities shall annuallv prepare and print for the 
use of the Legislature, a full and complete report nof all their doings during 
the year preceding; stating fully in detail all expenses incurred, all Offi- 
cers and agents employed, with a report of the General Agent and Secre- 
tary, embracing all the respective proceedings and expenses during the 
year, and showmg the actual condition of all charitable and correctional 
institutions within the State, with such suggestions as the Board may deem 
necessary and pertinent*' 9 

The full requirements of the act impose upon the Board an extensive 

range of duties ; and such as cannot be fuUy performed until a long term 

of faithful service has familiarized them with the work, and, more especially, 

has enabled them to gather in and digest such information concerning the 

subjects they are to consider, as will enable them to act judiciously and to 

counsel wisely. We have to deal with a state of things which exists in the 

institutions of our own Commonwealth. They may be counterparts of 

such as obtain in other States, and which have been made patent to us by 

the lucid expositions which have been set forth by our sister commissions. 

But they may not be of like character, and we deem it most prudent to 

have an accurate record, before we make up our case; that we may avoid 

the possibility of misleading the Legislature and the public, and of expos- 

ing ourselves to the imputation of carelessness or haste. The novelty of 
2 
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x BOARD OF PUBLIC CHARITIES. 

such interrogatories as the Board are required to propose to the numerous 
and varied institutions, whose condition we are expected, to investigate and 
report upon, will, of itself, account for the delay and imperfections which 
characterize the returns that are made to us ; and as we must be governed 
by the actual statistics which are furnished us, and which shall be accepted 
only after full authentication, in determining upon any ground of action 
or of definite advice, in its larger signification, we must content our- 
selves, however unsatisfying, with full fidelity in what is now possible; 
and address ourselves to the creation of further possibilities, by a persist- 
ent effort to encourage promptness and accuracy on the part of the insti- 
tutions, in making answer to our interrogatories; and by the employment of 
the visitorial powers of the Board to as large an extent as may be practi- 
cable and judicious. 

The results of our efforts, thus fkr, to obtain these necessary " returns" 
have not been satisfactory. In some instances, even the State institutions, 
technically so called, have furnished incomplete and even inaccurate re- 
sponses ; while from county prisons and almshouses, the information given 
to us, upon such questions as we have addressed to them, is meagre and 
unsatisfactory to the last degree. The chjef cause of this inability to give 
correct returns lies in the fact that no well devised method of recording 
them is in use in most of the institutions. The records of many of these 
county chanties are no more like tto system which the aet of the Legisla 
ture would make necessary to furnish material foi? the reports which it 
exacts, than are the loose and detached memoranda, which constitute (die 
entire book-keeping of some careless tradesman, like the ex«(jt system of 
entries and balances by which the accomplished merchant preserves a per- 
fect knowledge of his business, and protects himself from the possibility 
of undiscoverable errors. 

Prefacing thus fhr our report of the work of the Commission during; its 
first year, the Board will state what they conceive to be their powers and their 
duties* The former are as full and authoritative as can be desired for the 
performance of the latter. They are solely, however, of a visitorial char- 
acter. They open the doors of all the charitable* reformatory and cor- 
rectional institutions in the State to the inspection of the Gommieeion, 
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BOARD OP PUBLIC CHARITIES. xi 

and expose, also, all the books and papers relating to the institutions to 
our observation and criticism. This is a large grant of power, but it is 
given solely with a view to impart information to the Legislature. It dele- 
gates to us no executive authority, and we would be the last to question 
the wisdom of so conservative an omission. It is true that many cases of 
obvious abuse have come to our notice, which we could have redressed, and 
which it would have been wise to redress without delay or hesitation; 
but on the other hand, the promptings of a quick sympathy or the natu- 
ral love of authority might lead to wrongs of a different, but of an equally 
hurtful character, with the abuses which might have been suppressed. 
When the wisdom which maturity insures, shall have been acquired, it may 
be well to invest the Commission with such judicious executive authority 
as may be necessary to realize the purposes of the act, under whose 
sanctions we exist. 

The dutids of the Board are very comprehensive. They must, either by 
themselves or the General Agent, who acts subject to the control and direc- 
tion of the Board, visit all charitable and correctional institutions in the 
State at least once in each year, examine the returns of the several wards, 
boroughs and townships, in relation to the support of paupers therein and 
in relation to births, deaths and marriages. They must issue interrogato- 
ries to the several institutions of charity, reform and correction in the 
State, with a view to illustrate the causes and best treatment of pauperism, 
crime, disease and insanity ; and must arrange and publish all desirable in- 
formation concerning the industrial and material interests of the Common- 
wealth. They are required, by themselves or the General Agent, to visit 
all charitable and correctional institutions of the State receiving State aid, 
once a year, and ascertain whether the moneys appropriated for their aid 
have been economically and judiciously expended^ whether the objects of 
the several' institutions are accomplished ; whether the laws in relation to 
them have been Qomg&ifed with ; Whether all parts of the State are equally 
benefited by them : and, in their annual report to the Legislature, they are 
to embody the result of littlir investigations, and give gfiich information and 
mafcestfoh reoomniendations as they may think proper. The Board is to 
rfcp&re the General Agent to visit andr inquire into the condition of each of 
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xii BOARD OP PUBLIC CHARITIES. 

■ the county jails or prisons and almshouses once in two years, and shall 
report to the Legislature the result of the examination, in connection w\th 
the annual report. * 

The act establishing a Board of Public Charities was approved on the 24th 
day of April, 1869. The full appointments were completed, (provisionally, 
as they were subject to confirmation by the Senate,) in the latter part of No- 
vember of that year. The Board, as at first constituted, was composed of 
the following named gentlemen, whose terms of service were for the periods 
respectively set forth: 

Thomas L. Kane, M'Kean county, 5 years. 
Wilmer Worthington, Chester oounty, 4 years. 
G. Dawson Coleman, Lebanon county, 3 years. 

F. B. Penniman, Allegheny county, 2 years. 
George L. Harrison, Philadelphia, 1 year. 

The Board organized on December 1st, and elected Thomas L. Kane its 
President for one year, and Wilmer Worthington, General Agent and Sec- 
retary. The acceptance of the latter post by Dr. Worthington, and the 
resignation of Mr. Penniman shortly afterwards, created vacancies in the 
Board, which were not filled until June, 1870. After which date the Com. 
mission existed as follows, viz : 

Thomas L. Kane, M'Kean county, 5 years. 

G. Dawson Coleman, Lebanon county, 4 years. 
George L. Harrison, Philadelphia, 3 years. 
Charles A. Wood, Allegheny county, 2 years. 
Hiester Clymer, Berks county, 1 year. 

• Wilmer Worthington, Chester county, Secretary and General Agent, and, 
ex-officio, member of the Board. 

The Board take pleasure in recording here their high opinion of the abil* 
ity of Mr. Penniman, and their appreciation of his competency for the ser- 
vice which was devolved upon him by the frvor of the Governor. They 
express also their regret that his resignation became necessary, and es* 
pecially that it was demanded by his lailing health* 

A Board fully equipped and competent, as to numbers, for service through* 
out the State, has existed, as has been seen, only seven months* The prelimi- 
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BOARD Otf PUBLIC CHARITIES. xiii 

nary work, however, for a thorough examination of all institutions embraced 
in the provisions of the act, was undertaken immediately upon our organiza- 
tion. A copy of the act was sent to every charitable, reformatory and cor- 
rectional institution in the State, and instructions given to note and abide 
by its provisions. All the institutions, which had been regularly receiving 
State aid, were immediately visited ; and many other " charities " which 
invited our attention, or which we desired particularly to inspect. Our 
next step was to prepare the series of interrogatories, pertinent to each 
class of institutions, as demanded by the act, and transmit a copjr to every 
one of them. These interrogatories may not be sufficiently comprehensive or 
suggestive, but they required a large amount of labor and research. If 
need be, they can be subjected to future correction and amendment. 

They embrace the following subjects : 

Penitentiaries and county jails. 

Institutions for the blind. 

Institutions for the deaf and dumb. 

Insane hospitals. 

Houses of refuge. 

Training schools for feeble minded children. 

Homes. 

Hospitals. 

County almshouses. 

Hospitals connected with almshouses. 

Township poor. 

Prison schedules, exhibiting the number of prisoners received annually, 
under sentence, etc. 

Physician's schedules, exhibiting the number of deaths amongst prisoners 
under sentence, Ac. 

The proceedings of the Board are, of course, varied and extensive. They 
do not consist mainly of. the formal votes which appear upon our minutes. 
These may be the result of hours of discussion and days of investigation. 
We record here, however, such action at our business meetings as has not 
been already referred to. For the rest, the whole scope of this report is in- 
tended to convey the information as to our u proceedings/' which is de- 
manded by the act. 
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xiT BOARD OP PUBLIC CHARITIES. 

EXTRACTS 1TBOM THE MINFUTjBS. 

December 3, 1869. 

The election of Dr. A. J. Ourt as Corresponding Secretary. The appoint- 
ment of the first Wednesdays of March, June, September and December 
for the stated meetings of the Board, at the Capitol. 
December 13, 1869. 

The adoption of rules for the government of the Board. Resolution re- 
quiring all communications reflecting upon the management of institutions 
to be signed by a responsible citizen. 

That an examination be made into the condition of soldiers' orphans' 
schools, and that the General Agent be requested to prepare a list of inter- 
rogatories on the subject. 
January 20, 1870. 

Additional by-law, that the President and Secretary or secretaries be 
chosea by ballot at the December meeting of each year. 
February 8, 1870. 

Besolved, That in the opinion of the Board the pensions granted by the 
National Government to soldiers, who are incapacitated from earning a live- 
lihood by wounds contracted in the service of the United States, are insuffi- 
cient and ought to be increased. 

That recommendations for State aid are made by the Board with the un- 
derstanding that satisfactory evidence is to be produced that the appropria- 
tions will be honestly and judiciously applied to the objects contemplated. 
The consideration of " local" charities was deferred for another year. 

Besolved, That the Board express their earnest approval of the recom- 
mendation of the Governor, that a law be passed requiring all per- 
sons who receive and disburse State appropriations to take proper vouch- 
ers for all monies so expended by them, and to make quarterly settlements 
of the same in the Auditor General's office. 

Recommendation to the Legislature to consider the propriety of estab- 
lishing an additional hospital for the insane in the north-western portion of 
the State. 

February 0, 1870. 

Applications of the several institutions for State aid weroionsidered and 
passed upon. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOARD OF PUBLIC CHARITIES. xv 

March 2, 1870. 

Mr. Penniman's resignation was accepted and appropriate resolutions on 
the subject passed. 
March 3, 1870. 

Resolution passed that in order the more efficiently to pursue the work 
devolved upon this Board, it is advisable to district the State in such way 
as will enable the several members to visit and inspect frequently and thor- 
oughly the various charitable and other institutions of the Commonwealth. 

Whereupon the State was duly districted, and an apportionment made 
to the several members of the Board. . 
June 1, 1870. 

The President and General Agent were appointed a committee to attend 
the meeting of the superintendents of insane hospitals at Hartford on the 
15tb inst. 

The President was authorized to appoint at any tiqie committees to visit 
the institutions of other States. A committee was appointed to obtain 
from the councils of Philadelphia an appropriation for the enlargement of* 
the insane department of the Philadelphia almshouse. See report in Ap- 
pendix. 

September 7, 1870. 

A committee was appointed to consider and provide for such additional 
legislation as may be needed for the more efficient action of the Board. 

The committee to prepare the outline of the first annual report was ap- 
pointed, with instructions to submit it at the next stated meeting. 

December 7, 1870. 

Thomas L. Kane was re-elected President of the Board for the ensuing 
year. 

A. J. Ourt was re-elected Corresponding Secretary for the same period. 

Applications for State aid were submitted by the General Agent. 

Credentials were provided for Hon. Hiester Clymer, to visit "kindred in 
stitutions" in Europe. 

December 8, 1870. 
The General Agent was instructed to submit his annual report to the 
committee of the Board on the report to the Legislature. 
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xvi BOAREt OF PUBLIC CHARITIES. 

The outline of the annual report of the Board was partially submitted, 
and re-committed to the committee to revise and prepare for publication. 

Resolution passed that in the judgment of the Board, the principals of 
the soldiers' orphans' schools should be sufficiently instructed in those 
branches of education, which are taught in the schools, to enable them to 
judge of the progress of the children, of the competency of the teachers 
and their fidelity in imparting instruction. Also, that it is expedient that 
local boards of inspectors over each of the schools be appointed with fuH 
power to make investigations and report to the Governor. 

Resolution favoring the establishment by the State, within a reasonable 
time, of sufficient accommodations for the maintenance and treatment of 
all her insane, who may not be cared for in private hospitals. 

An Executive Committee was created, in order to advance the work of 
the Commission, composed of the President and two members.' 

The business meetings of the Board were held as follows : 

December 1st, 3d, 7th, 13th, 18th, 1869 ; January 20th, 21st, February 
8th, 9th, 10th, March 2d, 3d, June 1st, September 7th, November 10th, 
December 7th and 8th, 1870. 

Visits to institutions by at least a quorum for visiting, under the rules, 
were as follows : 

1869. 
December 6. Northern Home for Friendless Children. 
8. Union School and Children's Home. 
Industrial Home for Girls. 
Lincoln Institution. 
14. Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane. 
Association for care of Colored Orphans. 

16. Training School for Feeble-minded Children. 

17. Philadelphia House of Refuge. 

18. Eastern State Penitentiary. 

28. Institution for the Deaf and Dumb. 

29. Institution for the Blind. 
1870. 

January 26. Western State Penitentiary. 
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BOARD OP PUBLIC CHARITIES. xvii 

January 26. Western House of Refuge. 
2T. Dixmont Insane Hospital. 

28. Marine Hospital, Erie. 

29. Erie county prison. 

February 10. Pennsylvania Lunatic Hospital, Harrisburg. 

25. Philadelphia county almshouse. 
March 21. Philadelphia county prison. 
April . 15. Bucko county almshouse and prison. 

21. Chester county prison. 
Chester county almshouse. 

23. Montgomery county prison. 

27. York county almshouse. 
York county prison. 
Children's Home of York. 

28. Lancaster county almshouse* 
Lancaster county prison. 

29. Lebanon county almshouse. 
Lebanon county prison. 

May 6. Dauphin county almshouse. 

Dauphin county prison. 

13. Delaware county almshouse. 
Delaware oounty prison. 

14. Bucks county almshouse. 
Bucks county prison* 

IT. Lehigh county almshouse. 

Lehigh county prison. 
July 20. Chester Springs Soldiers' Orphans' School. 

August 9. Lycoming county poor district. 

Lycoming county prison. 
10. Clinton county prison. 

Clinton county poor district 
12. Mercer county prison. 

Mercer county almshouse. » 
16. Elk county prison. 
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August 17. Warren county almshouse. 

Warren county prison. 
November 10. Insane hospital, Danville, in course of construction. 
December 12. Philadelphia House of Refuge. 

13. Pennsylvania Institution for the Blisad. 
Pennsylvania Institution for Deaf and Dumb. ' 

14. Industrial Home for Blind Women. 
Home for Destitute Colored Children. 

15. Eastern Penitentiary and Jewish Foster Home. 
Little Wanderers' Home. 

16. Northern Home for Friendless Children. 
Orthopoedic Hospital. 

17. Training School for Feeble-minded Children. 

The expenses of the Board of Public Charities, to the close of the 
year ending December 1, 1870, are: 

Salary of General Agent and Secretary. . $3, 000 00 

Ten months' salary of Corresponding Secretary '. . . . . 833 33 

Traveling expenses of Board and General Agent 758 55 

Stationery * 32 00 

Postage stamps, telegrams and express charges 101 70 

Repairing and furnishing room 750 00 

5,475 58 

We are able to express with confidence the conviction that the public 
mind was prepared for the work of this Commission, and has fully recog- 
nized its importance. With a single exception, the numerous institutions 
of the Commonwealth have received us with a cordial welcome, and have, 
in many instances, in advance of our approach, stepped forward to open to 
us their resources of information for the purposes of our organization. 
We are not only glad, but proud to be able to say that jealousy of fancied 
precedence, apprehension of supposed interference, or other unworthy 
suspicion, has not interposed to thwart the humane, the wise, the philan- 
thropic motives which influenced the Legislature to create the Board of 
Public Charities. 
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In accordance with section 9 of the act, the Board has already made) in 
a separate paper, an annual report of recommendations in behalf of certain 
institutions asking State aid. The conclusions arrived at, and conveyed 
therein to the Legislature, were made after proper "inquiry" and delibera- 
tion ; and we believe that we have not erred from a right judgment in re- 
commending these appropriations. We shall be glad if the Legislature 
shall approve our conclusions, and, thus far, give their sanction to the pro- 
ceedings of the Board. We have endeavored to apply, in every case, an 
uncompromising rigor of inquiry and an impartial estimate of merit. 

We shall now present some views of the various institutions of the 
State, and more particularly of those in which she is specially interested, 
either as sole proprietor or as dispenser of annual benefactions towards 
their support. We will not make, at this time, a philosophic nor even a 
minute classification <of charities, in the enlarged signification of the word. 
We are constrained by circumstances to refer to them simply as State or 
county institutions^ and local charities in the more restricted sense of the 
term. 

In connection with these "views," we offer for the consideration of the 
Legislature the tables of statistics, which will be found embodied in the 
documents, which form a part of the report of the General Agent.. These 
tables make the complement of the observations which we present, at this 
time, on these subjects. We do not hesitate to commend this tabulated 
information kf careful and critical inspection. It has. taken shape through 
the faithful and accurate labors of the Corresponding Secretary of the 
Board, whose valuable services, in this behalf, we gladly recognize. These 
tables, which relate to almost every subject we have considered, will form 
a groundwork for valuable suggestions and conclusions to all thoughtful 
' men, and especially for this Commission in its continuous study of the con- 
dition, operations and results of the various institutions of which it takes 
cognizance, with the view of furnishing to the Legislature such precise and 
reliable information as may be needed. We do not doubt that, during the 
current year, we shall receive such completed answers to the interrogato- 
ries of the Board, and shall be able so entirely to accomplish our visits to 
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the institutions, as will enable us to place in tabulated form full statistics 
from every class of the charities of the State. 

These tables, in connection with the "histories," which we have thought 
it wise to print at length in our first annual report, will, we doubt not, be 
accepted by your honorable body, as of sufficient value for the permanent 
record we have given them. 

Almost all the "State institutions" are corporate associations, which de- 
pend, to a greater or less extent, upon State aid to meet their current expenses. 
Some receive it in the form of an appropriation in the gross ; some in an 
estimated amount for salaries, repairs, etc., and others as per capita allow- 
ances for support and education of State beneficiaries. 

STATE PENITENTIARY FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OP PENNSYLVANIA. 

By act of the Legislature of March 3, 1818, it was ordered, that "a peni- 
tentiary on the principle of solitary confinement of the convicts as the same 
now is or hereafter may be established by law, shall be erected on the pub- 
lic land adjoining the town of Allegheny, in the county of Allegheny," and 
that "the said penitentiary shall be constructed on the plan exhibited to the 
Legislature by the inspectors of the prison of the city and county of Phila- 
delphia." 

Under these provisions this institution was established. It was built 
upon a plot of ground containing about six and a-half acres, and was fin- 
ished for occupancy in the year 182T. It is governed by a board of in- 
spectors — originally five taxable citizens, residing in the city of Pittsburgh 
or county of Allegheny, to be appointed by the Supreme Court, and to serve 
for two years ; but by the act of May 4, 1864, it is ordered that the Supreme 
Court have the appointment of two inspectors from the taxable citizens of 
the county of Allegheny, and that the judges of the courts of common 
pleas and district court of that county appoint three inspectors, taxable 
citizens of the same county. The cost of this penitentiary to December 
31, 1869, was $519,866 44. The number of cells it contains is 348, and "it 
has always been sufficiently large for the demands which have been made 
upon it." The number of prisoners on December 31, 1869, was 402, and on 
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December 31, 1870, 3T5. The labor performed is the weaving of cotton cloth 
or rag carpeting, and the manufacture of boots and shoes, cigars and cigar 
boxes. The average earnings are stated at 15 cts. each per day ; the cost of 
maintenance for 1869 at 44 ots. per day each. This difference is liquidated 
by the payment of 13£ cts. each by the counties and 15£ cts. by the State ; 
the latter appropriating it for the payment of salaries, repairs, books, Ac. 

The inspectors report that the cells, with certain changes, would make 
model ones for a "congregate prison." 

By recent legislation, namely, under date of 8th April, 1869, the con- 
gregate system is allowed in this penitentiary "for the several purposes of 
labor, learning and religious services ;" and at the last session of the Leg- 
islature an appropriation of ten thousand dollars was granted to build a 
chapel for associate worship. All the inmates attend Sunday morning Ser- 
vices, and as many as one hundred and forty the Sunday school classes. The 
government and officers are unanimous in the approval of the change of sys- 
tem which has been introduced. 

It may be interesting, and perhaps pertinent, to quote, in this connec- 
tion, an extract from the report of the .inspectors of the Eastern Peniten- 
tiary to the Legislature, in 1830, after a visit to the Western institution : 

" The ranges of cells being too small, and not sufficiently ventilated and 
lighted to be used as workshops, appeared to be principally useful as dormi- 
tories, and it is believed that convicts could not be advantageously em- 
ployed therein at solitary labor. The building being also unprovided with 
separate yards for the different cells, it became necessary for the health of 
the prisoners to allow them to associate with each other in the common 
yards. The result of this visit was a belief that no inference can be 
drawn from the situation of a prison thus constructed prejudicial to the 
greatly successful experiment of solitary confinement, mitigated by labor, 
as in operation in the Eastern Penitentiary, where every prisoner is pro- 
vided with a separate cell of ample dimensions and with sufficient light, 
communicating, also, with a separate yard for air and exercise.'? This cer- 
tainly sounds like a premonition of the change of system which has re- 
cently taken place there, under the sanction of law. How far the facts 
recited have induced it, it may not be possible for any one to determine, 
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but it would seem to prove that the "Pennsylvania system" has had a 
strong hold npon the confidence of the public, that it has taken forty years 
to effect the change under the condition of circumstances above narrated, 
and of tendencies operating more or less influent ially throughout so long a 
period of time. 

There are embarrassments which must oppress every unprejudiced mind 
in its reflections upon this grave subject. It cannot fail to discover, with 
other advantages, vigorous and remunerative labor, which is always morally 
healthful, accomplished on the one side, and a discipline exerted under 
, circumstances accordant With man's nature and condition ; and on the 
other side it sees as plainly baleful exposures of convicts to mutual ac- 
quaintanceship, and probably contamination— the possibly innocent, the 
certainly unhardened, with the obdurate and insensate criminal ; and the 
want, also, of that opportunity for intro-reflection, which, if not constrained, 
may never come, and which is a necessary foundation for a trustworthy 
reform. Besides, there do exist successful examples of both systems. 
Intelligence, aptitude and conscientiousness, in the official management of 
an institution, will effect a large measure of success, in spite of an inherent 
evil in its constitution ; and thfe converse of this is equally true. The 
problem to be solved is, how shall the convict be cared for so as to prepare 
him best for duty to society, when he shall be restored to it, for the fulfil- 
ment of his obligations to the State and her citizens? This question we 
cannot consider as fully answered. Even that system which is, generally, 
the most popular and most commended, namely, the Irish system, has not 
been adopted to any considerable extent. The machinery is complicated : 
the difficulties are unlike in different localities ; the class of officers who 
must be obtained to insure success, can rarely be had. Philanthropists are 
astir in the investigation of this paramount theme, and the talent, the 
industry, the high and noble principle enlisted in the pursuit Will surely 
approximate to the discovery of a truth which shall serve alike the prisoner 
and the free. 

STATE P] 

This penitentiary was built in accordance with the provisions of an act 
of Assembly of March 20, 1821, and is conducted on the principle of "the 
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solitary confinement of the prisoners." The number originally provided 
for was 250, bat successive enlargements have increased the accommoda- 
tions to 560. There have been, at one time, as many as 685 prisoners in this 
"correctional institution." The inspectors having' failed to give replies to 
the interrogatories of our Board, we are prevented from famishing the 
usual statistics and information. 

PHILADELPHIA HOUSE OF REFUGE. 

The establishment of this institution was determined upon at a meeting 
of citizens of Philadelphia held in February, 182$. The public had become 
thoroughly impressed with a conviction of its necessity as a school of re- 
form for vagrant, eriminalland neglected children, whose destiny would, other- 
wise, be the prison, where further contamination would be engendered ; ©r 
who would continue to be depredators upon the respectability, the morality 
and the substance of the community. 

The earliest consideration of this whole subject— at least such considera- 
tion as led to practical results — had occurred only eight or nine years pre- 
viously, and seems to have grown out of an observation of the sad and des- 
perate condition of the children of the tried and untried female prisoners 
in the Newgate prison, who were congregated there, together with other 
children, in what seemed to be hopeless depravity, filth and wretchedness. 
The moral condition of the neglected youth of the large cities of England, as 
elsewhere, was growing worse continuously nx contamination, until theanxfie- 
ties of good and thoughtful citizens were thoroughly arousal to devise some 
method of amelioration or cure. The suggestion of a better way than pri- 
son incarceration and prison discipline for the reformation of juvenile de- 
linquents, and for the protection of society from their depredations, was 
quickly followed by a practical realization of the noble thought of institut- 
ing schools of reformation for this hapless and almost irresponsible glass 
of the community ; and in 1809 a noble band of philanthropists was found 
occupied in this work in England. In our own eountry the eity of New 
York had established, in 1824, a "society for the reformation of juvenile 
delinquents^' in whose inception and early histbry a philanthropist— hon- 
ored in the memory of our own citizens, as elsewhere, viz : Isaac Collins — 
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took an active and conspicuous position. That institution has been con- 
ducted, to this day, with a spirit of unfailing vigor and enterprise, stimu- 
lated in its exercise by the best impulses and convictions of both the mind 
and heart The (Philadelphia) House of Refuge was incorporated by an 
act of the Legislature, approved March 28, 1826. Its government resides 
in a Board of thirty-one managers, three of whom are appointed by the court 
of common pleas of Philadelphia county, and two by the mayor. The re- 
mainder are chosen by the contributors, and all hold their appointments for 
one year. Its first location was Coates street, between Fifteenth and Six- 
teenth streets. Its whole cost, including furniture, was $68,175 36, of which 
the State provided $10,000, and the county of Philadelphia $10,000. The 
full accommodations were for 107 boys and 65 girls. The present site, on 
Parrish street, from Twenty- second to Twenty-fourth street, and which is 
a portion of a plot of about eleven acres, costing, in 1847, about $18,000, 
was purchased with the immediate view of providing a refuge for colored 
children ; and the building, which was commenced upon the western end in 
the year 1848, was opened December 31, 1849 ; and the first inmate, admit- 
ted a day or two afterwards, was " a mulatto boy." We believe that no 
other institution of the kind riakes separate provision for colored children, 
and in all of them the proportion of these is, as a consequence, very small. 
So that whatever view may be entertained as to discrimination in the case 
of delinquents or quasi criminals, the fact of Its existence in this Refuge 
has been of parmount advantage to the colored youth of Philadelphia. The 
mature experience which the managers had "acquired after a devotion of 
twenty-five years service to the cause of juvenile reformation, led to the de- 
termination of occupying the present location, with more extended, more 
suitable and more complete accommodations. The present structure for the 
white department was thus undertaken in 1851, and finished and inaugu- 
rated in 1854. The number of inmates of both sexes and colors, who can 
be properly maintained in these buildings, is 628. The records [show that 
there have been recently, of white boys alone, 440 at a time in the institu- 
tion ; which madeit obligatory upon the managers tolookforward toaspeedy 
enlargement of their resources for the better care and classification of at 
least this element of the Refuge. The total cost of the site, buildings and 
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furniture of the institution, as established on January 1, 1870, was $385,- 
590, of which the State furnished $88,500 ; county of Philadelphia^ $55,000 ; 
contributions of citizens, $176,000 ; and gain on cost of real estate, $73,000. 
Since this date, anew department for white females has been founded and in 
course of construction on the same premises, the city of Philadelphia hav- 
ing added to the site a -lot, by request of the managers, and the State having 
made an' appropriation of $50,000 towards the building. The addition of 
this improvement will cost, when complete, about,$150,000. We consider 
the action of the Board of Managers, which effected this last great work, 
to have been supremely wise, and even merciful We cannot reserve the 
expression of our opinion that no institution in the country is conducted 
with more absorbing care, thoughtfulness and practical fidelity than the 
Philadelphia House of Refuge. 

The defects of all such establishments result from the imperfect means 
which they possess for a proper classification. It is a fatal w ant in almost 
all institutions, whether charitable, reformatory, or correctional ; and how- 
ever earnest and capable may be the direction, whether of managers or 
their subordinates, these institutions too often become mere places of de- 
tention, owing to the discouragement which necessarily fastens itself upon 
one's conviction, that the cherished object of the institution, whether it be 
the reformation of the transgressing child, the relief of the distracted ma* 
niac, or the amendment of the degraded pauper, cannot be possibly realized. 
Whatever can be reasonably effected to prevent the influence of remedial 
treatment, whether moral or material, from being hindered in its effects, 
by counteracting agencies, should be religiously conceded by the public 
to every effort which is in ptogfeds to Restore to respectability and to use- 
fulness, those of its citizens who have fallen through disease, infirmity, or 
crime. The improved classification which will Readily be secured by this 
additional department' should make the whole institution available for at 
least double the amount of good which has been possible in the past. ' The 
" delinquent " need not become a " criminal " by exposure to a contamina- 
ting example. The "criminal" will have less encouragement to inculcate 
hfe immoralities, and an incentive to atnendment will be always before him, 

in'the Opportunity he will have to gain the larger privileges and the hearer 
3 
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freedom which ; tbe , higher grades will enj oy. We believe that tbe closer 
the ^las& of honor" i» allowed; to approach personal liberty* (under such 
judicious oversight as every parent or guardian ^should exercise ov«r 
his ehild t ) and to enjoy the privilege of going beyond the walls of tbq 
Refuge, either for proper visiting or proper work, the more will the higher 
sentiments of -the youth be stimulated and encouraged, and a reform, which 
is truly founded upon moral growth, and which will be of a more seif-sua- 
tabling character, be effected. . Although the first sound the "committed?? 
child hears in a Refuge is, "this place is not a prison,", theiecboof that yQW< 
is returned in the eliok of the key to every door in the establishmentr—the 
play room, thef school room, the eating room and the sleeping room; repeated, 
as to the last, by the double locfc Practically, therefore, it is a prison to him* ; 
and although the domestic management may be parental, and the educational 
discipline snob as we accept for our Qwn,fihildren> the ubiquitous, key andtfye 
impassable wall are equally barriers to. a sense of the possession . of person*! , 
trust and confidence, as they axe to egress from the unattractive premises. 
Just so. fa^, therefore, as this class of offenders can b$| trusted^ (and we t^ink 
that "reformatory influences" cqm and sjipuld be made. effectual to creatp.a 
spirit pf docility and obedience,) we think that care should betaken tq mani- 
fest confidence by the bestowal of such privileges as: will prpv^ tq the re r 
strained spirit that the road to personal freedom is becoming; more and mpre 
open for such as deserve to pass oyer it. Constrained obedience is no puoof of 
moral amendment; and the practice of good principles, as well as. faith in, 
their possession, is, as ^general rule, advanced in the ratio that they help 
to reiri^e the happiness and fulfil the. wishes of their possessors,, 

It wopW seem difficult to condnct ^he "family" system in the. refuges of 
at least the £reat citigs, and it is ( np{ our; purpose to discuss now this sub- 
ject, either on this ground, or on ; the ground of comparison with th^t which 
obtains in suph extensive pommnnjities as our own. The inerit of jndjcipuf 
classification ^ ; not, in either system, open to dispute. 

HOUSE OF REFUGE OF WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA. 

This charity is located in tta$ city of Allegheny. : ItSjchartjer te$.r£ date 
April 22, 13^0. By the provision? of this apt }b* ^ptioji. cqnsistjftd q£m 
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President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary, and twelve managers ; 
but by subsequent legislation the counties of the Western Judicial district 
were authorized to subscribe not oyer $30,000 towards the erection of this 
House of Refuge, and to appoint, by their county commissioners, one 
manager for every twenty-five hundred dollars so subscribed. Under this 
provision an addition of ten managers was made to the original number. 
The commitments are made on similar grounds with those of the Philadel- 
phia institution, viz : On, complaint before a justice of the peaceor alderman, 
by parent, guardian or next friend, for vagrancy and incorrigibility, or, on 
due proof of the moral depravity of those latter, who are their legal 
guardians ; also, for criminal offences and vagrancy, at the discretion of 
certain of the courts* The law authorizes the detention of the children in 
the institution, or their indenture until, in the case of boys, the age of 
twenty-one years, and of girls until eighteen; unless these latter are re- 
ceived at sixteen years or Over, wher* they are in charge until twenty-one 
yeap-s old* It is not customary for either Refuge to bind out the children for 
the full term. They aim to terminate an indenture when the children reach 
the age of not over eighteen years? that they may have opportunity, if they 
desire, to learn some trade before they reach maturity, or may at least re- 
ceive wages at that age* at whatever calling they follow. It is provided 
that the children received into. the institution, under conviction of any 
court within the Western district, shall .be clothed, maintained and in- 
structed at the public expense of the county from which they come. 

The provision of the act of incorporation which required the judges of 
certain courts to .visit the House of Refuge at least one* in two weeks, has 
been changed by recent legislation to the requirement of quarterly visits 
only, .It will be observed that these last two important features differ 
from the legislation which governs the Eastern House* As far as can be 
ascertained, the cost of tlje, buildings was $150^090, of which the State 
provided $93*500. The grounds embrace thirteen acres, costing originally 
$10,000. The present estimated vaiae of the reSal estate is $350,000* and 
of the personal property $50,000. The Reftige can accommodate 800 in- 
nuteft* For this there Are 13* cell dormitories for! the boys r and 92 for the 
girls. These are two "family houses/' one for girls and one for small boys, 



Digitized by 



Google 



xxviii BOARD OP PUBLIC CHARITIES. 

in which there are associate dormitories. This latter arrangement was 
highly approved by the Board, after a careful scrutiny of the details of the 
system pursued under it, and an inspection and examination of the inmates 
of these departments. The whole number of children in the Refuge at the 
beginning of the year was 214. Their appearance was neat and becoming, 
and their behavior decorous, without exception, throughout the whole 
time of our protracted visit to the institution. They were under very 
exact discipline in all particulars, and were well instructed in the 
schools. We were told that corporal punishment, of any kind, was "rarely 
if ever" inflicted, and that it was hardly looked forward tQ, either by offi- 
cers or children, as a last resort, so entirely and so readily was the Refuge 
conducted by moral influences. These statements were made not only by 
the Superintendent, but by many of the managers alsd, who devoted much 
time to the oversight of the institution. An obvious 'defect, or rather de- 
ficiency, was the want of full employment for the boys. This was felt to be 
a serious evil, an evil which affects many other similar establishments. It 
will soon become a serious question, and one which must be determined on 
principles which affect all institutions alike, whether the contract system 
of labor should be pursued or not. The necessity of constant employment 
as a reformatory influence for children, whose vices need no more fertile 
soil .than idleness to grow in, is undeniable. 

The pecuniary unsuccess which generally attends all industrial enterprises 
conducted under the business responsibility of the institution is well known. 
This circumstance is, of course, not to be weighed against any supe- 
rior advantage the system may have upon the reformation of the children. 
But it is difficult to believe that an unprosperous condition of any depart- 
ment of an institution can exist without an evil influence of some sort ; and 
we are prepared, at the least, to say that whatever system is pursued we be- 
lieve that a spirit of progress and a condition of prosperity should be made 
manifest to the consciousness of the children, in order to expect, through 
the medium of industrial labor, the fall moral aid it should certainly con- 
tribute. The Superintendent of this institution betteve* that it would be 
benefited by a ehange of location to the country; that there the children 
would have out-door labor upon a farm ; and that their removal from .the 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOARD OP PUBLIC CHARITIES- xxix 

pernicious influence of high walls, bolts and bars, "which are of no prac- 
tical utility," would help to cultivate that trust and confidence which it is 
highly necessary to establish. He also believes that the contract system Of 
labor should be abolished, not being remunerative^ as it is highly de- 
moralizing in its effects upon the children. This intelligent officer say^ 
also, in answer to our inquiry whether the institution has an officer employed 
to provide situations for such inmates as are entitled to their discharges, 
and to keep informed, from time to time, in regard to the well-being of those 
who have been indentured, that "the want of such an officer is a source of 
great sorrow and anxiety," and that " however well we may do the work of 
reformation in the institution it must be carried out and completed outside 
of our walls. The children should not only be provided with suitable homes, 
but they should be followed to those homes, not only for protection but for 
counsel, encouragement and sympathy. It is only thus that we can secure 
thorough and permanent reformation. Without this our labor is often in 
vain, and all our care in the institution is useless." 

We commend this view to the favorajble consideration of the Legislature, 
and suggest whether some comprehensive system of inspection might not, 
most profitably for the State, be adopted in behalf of all the juvenile wards 
of the Commonwealth, whose "complete reformation," and whose steady 
pursuit of "labor and learning," are to her of such paramount importance. 

This Refuge derives the .larger part of its income from the neighboring 
counties, which are chargeable with the support of the children who are 
committed from them respectively. The State has always made appropria- 
tions for payment of salaries, repairs, &c, as in the case of hospitals for 
the insane, penitentiaries, &c. These have been applied as was intended ; 
but the Board have taken note that the expenses of maintaining the West- 
ern House of Refuge were larger, by comparison, than any other institution 
of this class, and adopted measures, in January, to ascertain the cause of 
this unfavorable feature. 

PENNSYLVANIA STATS LUNATIC HOSPITAL. 

The act incorporating this institution was approved April 14, 1845, but 
no action was taken by the Commissioners appointed under it, until after 
the passage of a supplementary act, approved April 11, 1348. 
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The farm on which the hospital is located, consisting of one hundred 
and thirty-five acres, was presented by the authorities and citizens of 
Dauphin county. The corner stone was laid by Gk>v. Wm. P. Johnston, 
April 7, 1849, and the building was opened for the reception of patients 
October 1, 1851. It was originally intended to accommodate three hun- 
. dred patients, but the erection of buildings designed for infirmaries, has 
added to the sleeping accommodations, so that now four hundred can be 
provided for,, with an equal division of the sexes. 

The whole amount of money appropriated from 1848 to 1869, inclusive, 
for all purposes-rr-construction, improvements, repairs, water works and 
maintenance of the institution— has been $549,110. The cost of the build- 
ing itself, so far as can now be ascertained, was $150,000. 

The government of the hospital is vested in a board of nine trustees, ap- 
pointed by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate. They appoint the 
superintendent and physician, to whom is committed the executive manage- 
ment of the institution ; and by him all other officers and employees are 
chosen. There are two assistant physicians, a steward and a matron. 

The treasurer is appointed by the trustees, but does not reside in the in- 
stitution. All the other officers are required to reside there. 

The law provides that patients may be sent by the public authorities of 
the counties and townships, and by their friends. When sent by the authori- 
ties, the charge fixed by act of Assembly is three dollars per week, but the 
amount appropriated each year by the Legislature supplements this, and 
makes up what is necessary to pay the actual expense incurred. By this 
proviso the cost of support does not fall so heavily on those townships or 
poor districts which are compelled to send several patients to the hospital. 

The charge for those supported by their friends, ranges from three to five 
dollars a week ; by which reasonable expense, a large number of persons 
of limited means are enabled to remain at the institution, who would, other- 
wise, be debarred the advantages of medical care and treatment or would 
become a charge on the public authorities, and thus increase the burden of 
taxation to the community. 

The whole number of patients admitted into the hospital to December 
31, 1&69, was 2,750 ; males 1,568, females 1,182. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOARD OP BXTBLIO CHARITIES. , xxxi 

The number discharged during the same period Was 2,340; and of these 
■were 

Restored ...... 830 males, 256 females. 

Improved... ?60 " 961 " 

Stationary ..'....' 433 u 283 " 

Died 233 " 181 " 

1,356 " 984 



For two years past th# hospital has beea much crowded, and it has been 
necessary to adhere strictly to the terms of the law, which requires that 
"reoent cases shall have preference. ov$r those of long standing," in order 
that a greater amount of good may be done with the limited accommoda- 
tions at command* 

Great necessity exists for the introduction of forced ventilation by fans, 
that the air may be kept pure, at all times and the health of the inmates 
maintained, or promoted where it is impaired. 

The Board have made several visits ,tq this institution, and have been 
highly gratified with the earnest and intelligent administration of its inter- 
ests, under the wise superintendence of the physician-in-chief, Dr. John 
Our wen, who has occupied this position since February 13, 1851. 

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE. 

This institution is situated at Dbtmont, on a declivity overlooking the 
Ohio river, about seven miles below Pittsburgh. The grounds are singularly 
tomantic in character, and command an attractive view of country beyond 
the- river afld along its shores; interesting, ateo, from its association with 
borne proud reminiscences of the revolutionary war. The domain of this 
hospital comprises 860 acres. It was paid for entirely by private contri- 
butions. The buildings have been established upon it almost wholly by 
the munificent liberality of the State, and have cost, to July 5, 1870, with 
their furniture, the suih of $508,086 62. ' This taoapiUl, Especially devdted 
tp the Care and cure of the insane, is an adjunct of an institution of the 
above title, 5 situated in the city of Pittsburgh, and which was incorporated 
in the year 1848, for the general treatment of the disabled, the sick and the 
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insane. A supplement to the charted was passed in 1955, and a grant 
made by the Legislature for the purpose of extending the accommodations 
for the insane and providing for the. admission of the indigent insane 
from the Western Judicial district of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. 
By the advice of Miss Pix, the honored friend of this afflicted class, the 
extension contemplated by this grant was not made in connection with the 
hospital building in Pittsburgh, but the rural site referred to was purchased 
with fluids privately contributed, and with the aid of additional appropria- 
tions from the State the centre building and necessary appurtenances 
were sufficiently advanced by November, 1862, to admit of the introduc- 
tion of the insane inmates of the parent institution. The number of these 
was 113. Since then wings have been added to the main building, as neces- 
sity demanded, and the hospital is now entirely finished and occupied by 
patients to its full capacity, the number being 410. Of these, 320 are sup- 
ported by the "public authorities," at $3 per week. 

This hospital is a private corporation, which has been statedly aided by 
the Commonwealth, like most of the State charities, technically so called, 
and for which the managers have agreed to grant certain rights of direction 
by the State, and privileges to the indigent and criminal insane within the 
district above mentioned. The control, management and domestic econ- 
omy of the institution, and of the business and concerns of the hospital, 
are invested, by the act of f 848, in a board of twenty-one managers, elected 
by the contributors. The law provides, also, that the indigent insane shall 
have precedence of "paying patients." Suitable provision is made for the ad- 
mission of these into the institution, as well as for the criminal insane and 
for those who become so temporarily, from the use of "intoxicating drinks." 
The maximum rate per week for the first two classes is $3 each, to be pud 
by the county where the patient has a settlement ; and for the last class the 
terms are fixed by the managers. 

The average cost of maintaining all patients, during the eleven months 
ending December 1, 1870, was $4 19 per week. The Legislature has always 
provided, since the charge upon the counties has been thus limited, for any 
deficiencies that may occur in the maintenance of public patients. Recent 
csaes of insanity have preference in the order of admission, and the mana- 
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gers have the right, in conjunction with the principal physician of the 
hospital, to return to the almshouses or the jails of their respective coun- 
ties, the indigent or criminal insane who are deemed incurable. 

The Board enjoyed the close personal attention and services of the Presi- 
dent and several other managers of this institution, as well as those of its 
able physician, Dr. J. A. Reed, while pursuing their investigation of its 
affairs, and every inquiry we. have made for information has been frankly 
responded to by these gentlemen. 

We agree with their expressed opinion that provision should be made by 
act. of the Legislature to prevent the admission to the hospital of a larger 
number of patients than the building is intended to accommodate; and 
that under <no circumstances should the number of each sex exceed two 
hundred and fifty. 

STATE HOSPITAL FOB THE INSANE FOB THE NOBTHEBN DISTRICT Of PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 

This hospital is in course of construction. By act oi April 13, 1868, 
three commissioners were appointed to select a site and build a hospital for 
the insane of the district, composed of twenty enumerated counties. After 
a careful examination of various localities, they made selection of a site at 
Danville, Montour county, composed of two hundred and fifty acres, as hi 
all respects most suitable for the purpose; the cost being $42, 823 12, of 
which the State paid $26,600, and the citizens of Danville $16,223 12, 
The corner-stone was laid August 26, 1869, by Governor Geary. The work 
has been advanced with energy, and the centre building with the wings ex- 
tending north and south are roofed in, as are, also, the transverse sections 
at the end of the wings, running parallel with the centre building. The 
sum appropriated thus far for the erection of this institution is $250, 000, 
and the sum necessary for its completion, as estimated by the commission- 
ers, is $250, 000 additional, including boiler and pump house with appurte- 
nances. The commissioners appointed under the act, are Drs. Traill Green, 
Jos. A. Reed and John Cnrwen, and the Superintendent, Dr. S. S. Shulte* 
has had large experience in the treatment of the insane, and is, in all re- 
spects well fitted for the responsible position he holds. 
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Besides the full description* of the* State hospitals for the insane which 
vppeastin the Appendix, we give : those of three private establishments, 
which comprise all asylums for the iasaae Within the State, exclusive of 
those connected with almshouses. By reference to the proper tables, it 
will be found that the ratio of the insane to the whole population of the 
State is estimated at one in eight hundred* 

This dalcufetion fins the *boie number at ..... 4,375 

Of these there are, in Hospitals i . . . ,,,..,. 1,112 

Almshouses 1,284 

Prisons 8 

J <3,*<H 

LeaVing unprovided for in all the institutions 1, 971 

The hospital now building at Danville will hardly, when completed and 
occupied, find this number lessened. The peculiar afflictions of this class 
of the State's wards have elicited substantial expressions of sympathy from 
past Legislatures, and the grants made in their behalf are as just and hon- 
orable as they have been liberal. Tbey are also wise and statesmanlike. 
We do not hesitate to recommend farther provision of the same character. 
When we contrast the condition of the patients of these hospitals, cared 
for by expert alienists, and provided with every appliance for comfort, 
classification and scientific treatment,! with that of the inmates of alms- 
houses, for the most part caged in cells, indiscriminately associated or 
wholly neglected, humanity and economy combine to determine. our con- 
clusions on this subject. 

The policy which the State has pursued of establishing i insane hospitals 
of < moderate capacity upon fertile farmp with attractive surroundings, cen- 
tral as to population, and convenient as to railroad travel and supplies for 
maintenance, tleete with general .approval* 

We recommended last year to the Legislature the propriety of establish- 
ing an additional hospital for the insane for the aeoommodation of tfce 
north-western portion of the State, and, after the lapse of a yean, we per- 
ceive stronger reasons for expressing the same opinion. 

We call especial attention to the effective action of a committee of the 
Board in the matter of the insane department of the Philadelphia A lms- 
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house, which not only illustrates the practical advantages of the Commis- 
sion in its sphere of duty, but also strikingly manifests the willingness of 
legislative bodies, when properly appealed io f to «drfess a fowng oar supply 
a need. 

We append, as appropriate to tins pfewte, the following resohrtiohsof the 
Board : 

Besolved, That the Board of Public Charities, having witnessed the evils 
which result from the Qoqneetion of insane asylums with almshouses, and 
believing that a wrong is done to the insane by classing them with paupers, 
hindering the public from estimating aright their claims to sympathy and 
remedial treatment, disapprove of such an alliance, and believe that the best 
interests of this afftioted class of the people, and the 4uty of the State, concur 
in the establishment by the State, within a reasonable times, of sufficient ac- 
commodations for the maintenance and treatment of all the insane who may 
not be cared for in private hospitals. 

Resolved^ That, in the judgment of the Board, all superintendents of 
hospitals for the insane should be members of the medical profession. 

PENNSYLVANIA INSTITUTION FOR THE DEAF AND DUMB, 

This institution is situated at the north-east corner of Pina and Broad 
streets, in the city of Philadelphia. It is owned and controlled by a cor- 
porate association. Its direction consists of a president, vice president, 
treasurer, secretary and twenty-four directors, elected annually by the con- 
tributors. The act of incorporation bears date of February 8, 1821, and 
makes provision, also, for the education of the indigent pupils of the Com- 
monwealth, for a term not exceeding three years, and at the rate of $160 
each. The present law limits the age at which the beneficiaries may be ad- 
mitted, to the period between ten and twenty years, and the term of tuition 
4>o six years. The appropriatidn per pupil in 1869 was $350, which was 
reduced in 1810 to $225, but the managers represent that the cost has ex- 
ceeded both these appropriations, respectively, and claim from the State 
reimbursement for the reason that appropriations are not made to the in- 
stitution, but for the education and maintenance of the Commonwealth's 
wards, and that no -money is cfrawn from the public treasury except for the 
State pupils actually in the institution. The site now occupied is the third 
location of this asylum ; tod the building #as erected by the managers 
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and opened for use in November, 1825. The cost was about $100,000, 
which was in part contributed by the State. Pupils are received as bene- 
ficiaries from New Jersey and Delaware, as well as from Pennsylvania, 
also on foundations of scholarship and as pay pupils. They are instructed 
in the branches of a common school education and almost exclusively by 
the sign and manual alphabet system and writing. The number under in- 
struction on December 31, 1869, was 186, of whom 151 were State pupils. 
The total sum received from the State from 1821 to 1869, inclusive, for the 
education and maintenance of pupils, was $703, 191 30, and the number of 
State pupils within the same period was 1 , 067. There are ten classes, with 
an instructor over each. The opinion of the managers and officers is op- 
posed to any change of the method of instruction now employed, except 
in the case of semi-mutes, whose imperfect power of utterance it may be 
important to preserve and improve, if possible. 

The industrial work of the males is shoemaking and tailoring ; of the 
girls, plain sewing and dress . making. It is stated that deaf mutes are 
almost always self supporting, and are found engaged in almost all occu- 
pations* A committee of the directors and ladies' committee is charged 
with the express duty of providing employment for those who need assist- 
ance. It is the belief of all connected with this institution that the rudi- 
ments of an education should be acquired before the age at which pupils 
are admitted under grants from the State, and they have it in contempla- 
tion to establish schools for this purpose. 

The directors are very sensible of the necessity of an early removal to a 
rural situation, where the pupils can have the benefit of country life in 
many of its aspects and pursuits ; and where, as in the New York institu- 
tion, the trade occupations may be greatly extended. We hope that this 
wise conclusion may soon be realized, the advantages to be gained being 
fully known to us, as witnessed elsewhere. 

It is interesting to note that of 479 cases of deafness, not congenital, 
received into the institution, 33 per cent, were attributed to scarlet fever ; 
and of 522 cases, not congenital, or under the head of "infancy," 95.78 per 
cent occurred under the age of seven years. 

The first "asylum for the deaf and dumb" in this country was the "Amer- 
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ican Asylum," at Hartford, Connecticut, which owes its existence to Gal- 
laudet, famous for his philanthropy and for his successful administration 
in this particular field. It began its career April 15, 1817, with 7 pupils, 
and became at length the school for deaf mutes in all New England. On 
the same day that the Hartford asylum was opened the New York Institu- 
tion for the Deaf and Dumb was incorporated. The number of pupils in 
the latter, in last October, when visited by a member of our Board, was 
520. The legislati6n of other States, with respect to this class of bene- 
ficiaries, is not so rigid as that of our own, which we think really might be 
relaxed with advantage. The deaf mute is admitted to be equally capable, 
with other children, of mental development and improvement, and under 
the received idea that these classes of the Commonwealth's wards should, 
as regards education, be placed on an equality with other children, they 
should have the opportunity of enjoying the advantages of the institution, 
when it might be productive of the best results. There are cases under 10 
years of age, and over 20, where the capacity and the need are indisputable, 
but for which, under the present legislation, there is no relief! In other 
States the law is flexible in another aspect. Pupils are received for a given 
term ; and if, in the judgment of the directors of the institution, the term 
of instruction should be prolonged two or three years, in individual cases, 
they are empowered to extend it. This seems to be a very judicious regu- 
lation. 

It is desirable, also, that provision be made for the instruction of deaf 
mutes at an earlier age, say from 6 to 10 years old, and especially with a 
view to their instruction in articulation or lip speaking. It is well known 
to those who have paid attention to the subject, that, in very many c&es, 
the child-mute is accustomed to communicate by the lip with his home asso- 
ciates, of necessity i and if this be so, the half-speech which is acquired by 
this system, and which, if attainable, must bring the deaf mute incalcu- 
lably nearer his speaking brother than is otherwise possible, might be im- 
proved 5 and perfected far beyond what is practicable at the age whefihe 
could now be admitted under the provisions of the State law. 

As respects the "articulative" method of instruction, thtf opinions of "ex- - 
perts" are as opposite as the potes. That it should be employed, whenever 
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there- is* any reasonable prospect of success, cannot be denied, for the re- 
sources for ceopmunication with the world would be infinitely increased, 
and forbeyoad what iff possible by the sign or manual alphabet. That it 
is net universally practicable or useful, is proven by experience of German 
institution*, where /"■ articulation " has been in vogue for a century, and 
where there, have always been numbers who, if shut up to this method of 
instruction, would remain, hopelessly ignorant and solitary. It is clear, in 
either case? that an education should be commenced at an earlier age than 
now obtains. It would f*oome into play" and be doubly effective at the 
period ^when' the pupils are admissible into the institutions under the law. 

Provision for this is made: in New York by empowering the overseers of 
the poor to place in the New York Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, 
indigent deaf mutes, between the ages of 6 and 12, to be sustained by the 
counties There are now 100 such children in that asylum. 

The ratio of deaf mutes to speaking people is held to be about 1 in 
1,800. fnfe number in the county almshouses is 32* 

THE PENHiTIiVAtflA INSTITUTION FOR TM INSTRUCTION OF THE BLIND. 

The location 'Of this institution is in the city of Philadelphia. It is a. 
private corporation, governed by twenty-three managers, elected annually 
by the corporators. They meet monthly for deliberation and action on 
the ge&erf4 -interests pf the institution. Special duties, however, are as- 
signed, to eix conmi^tjees^to whom.the Principal is required to report in 
wptin&cwoerning thc> eouflitip*, wd progress of the pupils, and the finan- . 
cial and.oth^ra^airs of the institution. The very precise and careful 
method of injap^ofcipn and investigation pursued here, is worthy of high 
praise, : *nd, furnishes an example that should be followed universally. 

The act of incorporation bears date January 2Tth, 18£4, although an or- 
ganizatdon ba£ occurred a y*ar before the chapter was. obtained, a house 
rented andr pupils ijeceived for instruction, The fi^t grant by the Leg** 
lature, which was CQtemporaneous with the a<?t of incorporation, allowed 
♦HWakyeaff for*** indigent pttpft of t^Sto^aiw*, limited thfctera of 
iustruoUon tathnee years* : The per, capita aUo^wancea have beea in^ireased . 
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i* successive years, and te^hedt^mm^t^OQin 186^ bpt w*r$ reduced 
last year to $23fr, which *aft inadequate lor the, serfipe rendered. The 
present term of instruction is eight year*.. New Jersey and Delaware, 
which send their beneficiaries to this asyhio^ restrict- the tiiw to fiveyeais, 
unless the Governors think it jodicioqs to prolong the term, in iftdiyidnal 
cases, which they: are. auttoriftA t to dp,V> ths wtoqt of three year$ addi- 
tional 

The institution is situated. at t^^jrner of Race- and 20th streets, AOdtha 
grounds occupy about oxte-jbalf a .cfty sqjuane pr block. Tfrey coe 4 t origi- 
nally $30,38,0, Besides the m^ bui^ng t whicjh ,^as.pccnfied in October, 
1 836 y there are two, dwelling bQwes.iftff.adjult, in, mates* and a "store for. 
sales*" The cost Of tike iUnprovemenis was $95,176 IT, of which, sum the 
State contributed $44,366, J.S. The [present ^atiinated value of the Aground 
and dwellings" is $126,00^ wd of the persopal property $20,000. 

There were in the intttortiooi ** ft* tUpe of our visit, lf6 pupils, jqales 
and females* of whom 12& w(MTfl,ftQ«i P.en^ylFfinja, , Thq ^bokl family, 
numbered 262 persons, whifth w*0 more tfyan tbe.aocQmmodations could 
properly provide for, aed reduce*, ; ne.ce^ajUy v the ciaep rooms. The wfeole 
number of .pupils, December] l 4 lgftO^wfw. \%l — males 101, females ,80 — 
of whom 149 wero frcxn Pe^n^F##ia, . The list of studies .extends to the 
higher branches of a# J^g^^^d^^a^pn., Music is also taught, and in num- 
erous instances t gre# e^JJence. bt>s been attained.. - Tbe industries of the 
establishment $re, for the m^le^ r bxush and broonj making, carpet weaving 
and, cane seating j fox tfie, females jewing, bead work, cane seating, Ac. 
The^ggregafte sals^e* ojf.ijhfl e^t}re at^aff of employees is $12,709 per year 
Tbe average yearly ct?£pf)ft,£f fl^pe^ditytfes Qv$r receipts has been* for six. 
years, about, $1^00^ The deficiency in tjie department for work has been 
$8,142 in tju^ejoars, f .... 

The expensivepejis of taxtrbookf for instruction is severely felt in all in- 
stitutions of this kind, pnd is gr^tly Jo be v deplored. It necessitates a re- . 
sort to oral teaching to, an extent ^rhich is wearisome, and it restricts the 
number and variety of these sp much that the progress of the pupils is 
proportionably impeded* When it is understood that the plainest Bible 
costs frqip ,$35 tp $4£, acwrding to the type, it will be evident how difficult 
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it is for these schools, which are barely sustained in any place, to possess 
themselves of the efficient means of instruction which the raised-letter 
books fhrnish. It is held by many who are conversant with this subject, 
and amongst them some noted physicians, that the physical vigor and elas- 
ticity of the blind are " low " in comparison with those who a^ not defec- 
tive in this respect, and also that their mental and moral status is not so 
high. If this be so, the fact should be taken into consideration, in making 
provision for their education and maintenance, and liberal opportunity 
should be afforded for the possession of all such appliances as will secure 
the most easily, and with the least draught upon their mental and bodily 
powers, such progress as is attainable. We beg leave to recommend to the 
Legislature a generous consideration of these wards in dispensing in their 
behalf the benefactions of the State. The blind population of the Com* 
monwealth is supposed to be nearly 1,600. This estimate is based upon 
their enumeration in the census of 1860, which made the ratio of 1 in 2,448. 
The State supports only 110 pupils, and these, with the beneficiaries from 
other sources, crowd the institution unduly. « Applications for admission 
are from necessity continually rejected, and to such an extent as to cause 
great discouragements. The board is satisfied that the institution should 
be removed to the near country, where these people may enjoy the health- 
• fUlness of a purer atmosphere, and where larger opportunities for industrial 
pursuits may be secured ; and we hope, also, that in effecting this change 
a liberal view may be extended. towards the future, and ample provision 
made for an increased number of admissions. It should be borne in mind 
also, in this connection, that the slowness which marks the acquirements of 
the blind in every species of handicraft, and the extreme sensitiveness of 
their nature, which exposes them to unusual suffering under hardship and 
deprivation, render it expedient, as well as humane, that some arrangement 
should be made to provide employment tor the destitute blfcid after they 
have completed their course in the Institution, and to supplement what 
they have learned there with such further knowledge and skillfulness as 
will increase their chances of supporting themselves without the help of 
charity. ' * 

Ther* exists, connection with this asylum, a Home for the u Industrial 
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Blind," the inmates of which are occupied in a variety of industrial pur- 
suits, and some of whom teach in the institution, where they also board. 
They all receive compensation for their services, and pay a moderate charge 
for their subsistence. The State has never contributed toward the support 
of this Home. 

By the laws of New York, in relation to its support of State pupils of 
this class, the children of those who died in the military service of the 
United States during the rebellion have a preference in the order of ad* 
mission, and each county is entitled to admission for its indigent blind in 
the proportion which the whole number of this population bears to the 
blind population of the State. There are 67 blind persons in the alms- 
houses of Pennsylvania. 

PENNSYLVANIA TRAINING SCHOOL FOB FEEBLE MINDED CHILDREN. 

This institution was incorporated April 7, 1853. The Legislature, at the 
same time, made provision for the admission of twenty State pupils, at 
$200 each, and for the term of five years. The term has been increased to 
seven years, and the appropriation has been advanced to $250, and provi- 
sion made for the training and maintenance of one hundred children, to 1m 
apportioned to the representative districts of the State. 

The school was originally established at Germantown, a suburb of Phila- 
delphia, and was conducted there until September 1, 1859, when the family 
was removed to the new buildings erected expressly for this purpose near 
Media, in Delaware county. 

Its present situation is on a fine elevation, one mile south-west from Me- 
dia, in the midst of a farm of about eighty-nine acres, and is all that earn* 
be desired for such an asylum. At the time of our visit there were present 
one hundred and eighty-seven imbecile persons, of whom eighty-five were 
State pupils. 

The farm land, including a purchase recently made of seventeen acres, , 
cost $14,414 50, which was donated by liberal citizens of Philadelphia and 
adjoining counties. It is said not to be fertile, and considerable diffi- 
culty has been experienced in obtaining a sufficient supply of water, which 
will continue to entail upon the institution embarrassment and expense. 
4 
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The total cost of the buildings was $169,618, of which there was appro- 
priated by the Legislature $91,500. They were erected for the accommo- 
dation of one hundred and fifty inmates, with their required attendants, 
but important alterations of the interior have been made and are now in 
progress, which will increase their capacity to two hundred. The great 
disproportion of male applications, and consequent admissions, has, how- 
ever, crowded that portion of the building allotted to them, and there would 
seem to be an early necessity for increased accommodations. 

A few remarks on the subject of idiocy and imbecility may not be inap- 
propriate in this place. 

Idiots and imbeciles are held to be such from the imperfect physical or- 
ganization of the race, or they are such from infantile disease or other 
accidental cause. They are legitimate objects for the same public provision 
and Christian charity which, in civilized countries, are accorded to the 
insane in every community. They are always repulsive, and sometimes 
dangerous and contaminating. At home they are sources of incessant 
watching and never-ending apprehension, a single imbecile often requiring 
one sound person to attend to its requirements, and imposes upon a family 
the greatest burden. It has occurred that one poor idiot in a household 
has dragged all its members into pauperism. 

Repelled and misunderstood in public, and burdensome at home, they are 
seen to be happy in the institution provided for them. The exercises of 
the school and gymnasium for those who are teachable — the appliances for 
amusement and simple industry for those too old or unsuited for such 
training, and the unmistakable evidences of kindness and sympathy which 
exist among those afflicted ones and their care-takers are strong proofs that 
this class is best cared for in such institutions as this. In a more important 
aspect such institutions are of the highest public utility. In a moral view, 
it is important to guide rightly or retain in permanent custody a class of 
subjects found in all asylums for the idiotic. Those who are practically 
acquainted with the criminal and worst forms of abandoned population, 
know that a large proportion of it is made up of weak and mentally defi- 
cient people, whose pliancy has made them the tools of those who are 
" wiser" and stronger, or they have a leaning to certain crimes which, after 
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inflicting losses and injuries upon society, result in the expense of their 
custody in one form or another. That many of these cases, under early 
training, would have developed a more innocent life, through the instru- 
mentality of such institutions, is beyond question. An eminent jurist has 
said : "My observation, extending through fifteen years experience, in con- 
nection with criminal courts, satisfies me fully of the fact that many of the 
children committed to Refuges and Homes bear marked evidence of having 
inherited intellectual and physical infirmities, which are easily distinguished 
by mere observation, and which, if not taken in time and subjected to proper 
restraint and treatment, must lead to imbecility as well as to the quick de- 
struction of what restraint remains to them against the commission of 
crime." These views, animated by the broader one that the strong should 
care for the weak,, had been presented at an earlier day to the European 
public, and now in England four large asylums, with their attendant schools 
and gymnasia, are in most successful operation. The largest of these, at 
Earlswood, twenty miles from London, is in the midst of a domain of 250 
acres, accommodating, at this time, four hundred and seventy inmates, with 
additions nearly completed that will increase its capacity to eight hundred. 
There are numerous smaller establishments in various parts of Great Britain, 
and no public charity elicits a warmer support or higher appreciation. 

In our own country the Legislatures of seven leading States have recog- 
nized the justice of providing for this class by the erection, in whole or part, 
of suitable buildings, and appropriating annually means for the support of 
certain numbers of indigent cases. Other States have made a similar 
recognition by sending their imbecile children to adjacent States where in- 
stitutions exist. 

But the work here is comparatively new, dating back less than twenty-five 
years. American superintendents and teachers are largely dependent 
upon their own observation and tact for its development. They have en- 
countered many difficulties, but it is believed that the success of their labors 
has met the reasonable expectations of the friends of this charitable en- 
terprise. 

Our statistics of idiocy and of the improvement under culture and training 
agree, in most respects, with those of England. Our own State institution 
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reports the necessity of a considerate guardianship over those who shall 
be sent out from it as self-supporting, there remaining in the case of almost 
all who have enjoyed its benefits, that lack of judgment and forecast which 
make the best use of the present, and anticipate and provide for the needs 
of the future. With such guardianship secured, in some instances, with 
families who have adopted these children after five or seven years residence 
in the institution, 80 out of 500 individuals have been made capable of 
earning their own support in domestic service ; of the remainder, 140 are 
too uncertain for a real dependence, and yet might be rated as capable of 
earning a half support; 118 perform very little service of an appreciable 
value, and 162 are hopelessly and totally dependent. 

With such varied and seemingly impracticable duties as are forced upon 
these institutions, it is a wonder that the work has been so well performed. 
A work so difficult would seem to demand the best wisdom and united ex- 
perience of all who are engaged in it ; and in behalf of its general interests 
we would recommend that the superintendents and directors of our Ameri- 
can institutions should establish an association similar to that which exists 
in relation to insanity, in which this speciality should be thoroughly con- 
sidered. 

In connection with our examination of the State institution at Media, 
we would suggest to the directors that, at as early a day as possible, an 
additional building be provided, connected with the north wing of the 
present one, in order to secure a more minute classification of the inmates. 
'Fhe apartments for males are becoming crowded ; some are growing into 
adult life, and there being; many of mature years among the applicants de- 
nied, it is believed that such additional and separate accommodation for 
this grade will, in every sense, advance the interests of the institution and 
the public. There are IT 7 imbecile persons in the almshouses of the Com- 
monwealth. # 

SOLDIERS' ORPHANS' SCHOOLS. 

Wisdom and humanity were happily blended in the conception and crea- 
tion of this noble institution : a charity which has a strong hold up<Jn the 
public heart, and which has been sustained by the Legislature from its in- 
ception with unstinted munificence. Our so-called benevolence toward 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOARD OP PUBLIC CHARITIES; xlv 

these wards of the State might well have been dictated by the most politic 
consideration of her own interests, for there can be nothing plainer to the 
minds of those who have observed the influences of these schools, not only 
upon the bodily and mental development of their inmates, but, in most 
cases, upon their moral development and heart cultivation, than that their 
inmates are to become strong and influential sources from which the Com* 
monwealth will draw a wealth of respectability and power, which will re-pay 
her a hundred fold for what she has expended .in preparing them fbr the 
duty of advancing her best interests. 

This subject is too familiar to the minds of all who will care to read this 
report to make it necessary to enlarge upon it further than to present a few 
brief statistics, and to append certain resolutions which the Board have 
adopted in relation to these schools. 

By the last report of the State Superintendent it appears that there were 
in the Schools and Homes on May 31, 1870,3,530 children, viz : in ad* 
vanced schools, 2,137 ; primary schools, 794 ; homes, 599. Of these, 1,971 
were white boys; 1,399, white girls; 91 colored boys, and 69 colored girls. 
The number of applications for admission has been, to June 1, 1870, 6,246, 
of which 5,624 have been received. The discharges haVe numbered 1,475. 
The total appropriations for these schools since their inauguration has been 
$2,553,131 67. 

As the maximum number of scholars has been reached the expenses for 
their support will, of course, diminish in a ratio corresponding with their 
decrease in number. 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE BOARD. 

Mesolved, That in the judgment of this Board the principals of the Sol- 
diers' Orphans' Schools should be sufficiently instructed in those branches Of 
education which are taught in the schools, to enable them to judge of the 
progress of the children, of the competency of the teachers and their fidelity 
in imparting instruction. 

Resolved, That the Board deems it expedient that local boards of inspec- 
tion over each of the schools be appointed, with power to make investigar 
tions and to report, from time to time, to the Governor. 
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Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the Governor and 
to the Superintendent of the Soldiers' Orphans' Schools. 

COUNTY ALMSHOUSES. 

The General Agent has visited almost all the almshouses in the State ; 
and has, in many instances, been accompanied by one of the Cbmmissioners. 
His report will give his impression of them individually ; and will expose, 
to some extent, their deficiencies. He has reserved a mope full and compre- 
hensive exposition until all have been visited, for which the law allows two 
years. 

The Board desire to call attention to some of their obvious defects ; fre- 
quently involving not only deprivation of health and comfort, but contami- 
nation of the morals of the inmates. 

1. Ventilation.— This u neeessary thing " seems, with few exceptions, not 
to have been at all considered. Generally the buildings have not been con- 
structed with any consciousness of its importance, and often where the ap- 
pliances exist, they are not regarded. We have witnessed the propagation 
of disease to a large extent in consequence of defective ventilation. 

2. Nursing. — The care of the sick and the insane is usually unsuitable 
and inadequate. It is mostly entrusted to paupers, whose dulled sensibili- 
ties, infirm principles and indolent disposition unfit them for any responsible 
or delicate service. There is no better economy in bad nursing than in bad 
medicines. Protracted sickness is the result in both cases, increasing the 
cost of cure and detaining from productive labor the enfeebled patient. 

3. Water- Closets. — Neither these, nor close-stools in case of sickness, are 
common. The aged and infirm are obliged to seek conveniences out of 
doors, in the most inclement weather. Not unfrequently the sexes have 
them in common ; and they are, in other respects, also, kept too much in 
community. It is an unquestionable fact that children are sometimes begot - 
ten and born in these places, and in one of them we saw an insane woman 
with her infant, whose paternity belonged in the institution. 

4. Employment— The picture of an almshouse scene is patent to every 
mind and every eye. Listless idleness seems fastened upon every living thing. 
Regular and continuous occupation should be furnished to every inmate, who 
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is able-bodied ; and all who are capable of earning their support should be 
required to do so. The helpless and decrepit should enjoy the conscious- 
ness of their exceptional immunity from labor, and the rest should not be 
further degraded by unremitted idleness. 

5. Instruction. — The children who have their abode there should be in- 
tructed, and competent paid teachers should be employed for this purpose. 
Where this is the case, the whole bearing and demeanor of the children be- 
oome changed ; and they are better and happier. This is rarely attended to 
in almshouses. As a consequence^ the young and mature mingle together to 
the injury of the former; the children are "in the way," and are often un- 
justly punished for their childish plays. We saw a boy of 7 years old, 
shrinking in the corner of the cell of an ill-visaged maniac, whose couch 
had been the floor of the madhouse, for the offence of romping with a play- 
mate. 

More especially do we wish to denounce the cruel wrongs which the in- 
sane suffer, who are inmates of almshouses. Thpse institutions are gen- 
erally wholly unsuitable for their care or even detention ; or, if suitable, 
are presided over by persons who are entirely ignorant of the needs of this 
class of the sick and infirm, and whose administration is based upon the 
crudest ideas of mental disease : it is limited to the discovery of the most 
available methods of preventing them from harming anything or any per- 
son but themselves. We could instance the most glaring abuses ; not, as 
we believe, intentionally inflicted, but the results of incapacity and igno- 
rance. The time has gone by when a disturbed imagination or a disordered 
intellect should be held to have converted its human victim into a dis- 
tempered brute; whose home should be akin to the sty or the stable; 
and whose lightest restraint should be perpetual incarceration within the 
limits of a cell. These wrongs demand prompt redress. No hospital for 
the insane should remain without the constant supervision of a medical 
superintendent. The stewards of almshouses are never selected from any 
consideration of the needs of the insane. 

We would recommend that no recent case of insanity be received into an 
almshouse; that all curable cases be provided for in State hospitals for 
the insane, and that these institutions be adequately extended. With re- 
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spect to the township poor, we need to make farther investigation. We 
know that the system is not approved by many excellent men in the dis- 
tricts where it prevails ; and we have observed instances of insufficient pro- 
vision for this class. We do not doubt that their comfort, as a general 
rule, would be promoted by the adoption by these districts of the county 
poor house. 

COUNTY JAILS. 

These institutions have been but partially visited, and we do not propose 
to remark upon them at length. As there are well-planned and well-con- 
ducted poor houses, so are there jails, creditable in construction and ad- 
ministration. But many of them are deficient in the same particulars 
which we have noticed in almshouses — in ventilation, light, heat, water, 
conveniences for comfort and cleanliness. 

There is also, in many of them, a great deficiency of work for the prison- 
ers. In some there is an entire absence of employment, in which cases we 
have observed a promiscuous intercourse of the sexes during the day, and 
of the untried with the convicted, no keeper remaining within the precinets 
of the jail. We believe that the cultivation of industrious habits, the cer- 
tainty of steady, continuous, self-supporting labor, are essential to a true 
reform. It is craved by the prisoner who desires amendment, and should 
be a boon to all, as it would surely prove a blessing. In this connection, 
also, we would recommend more attention to the secular and religious 
instruction of the prisoners. We need hardly suggest that it is a gross 
abuse to subject the untried prisoner to intercourse with the felon, or to 
regard him or treat him as a convict until he is pronounced guilty by the 
court of justice. 

Some better provision should be made for the discharged convict. Hs 
is often turned out into the world destitute of clothing, a repulsive and 
self-condemned object, whose very appearance forbids the possibility of 
honest employment. 

LOCAL CHARITIKS. 

No more grateful task could be imposed upon us than that of presenting 
to you in fitting terms some account of each one of the multitudinous home 
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charities which gladden and brighten every section of the Commonwealth 
by their beneficent operations. But, while we recognize this duty, we are 
forced to defer it until, at least, more space is left to us for its introduction 
into an annual report. . 

We are constrained, however, by the vast importance of the subject, as 
our minds regard it, to lay before you some views which we have deliberately 
considered relating to the interests of the State in connection with nbg- 
lbctsd childmh, for whose welfare the various Homes to some extent 
provide — and, honored be they who so nobly sustain them ! But this field 
is not further harvested by these restricted charities than were those other 
fields of ancient time harvested by the way-fiirers who, of right, appeased 
their hunger, as far as they might gather and consume, in passing through 
them in their wanderings. The great evil remains to be dealt with. Is it 
not the duty of the State, who has the largest interest in its removal, to 
see, at least, that those wards become fitted rather to advance than retard 
her respectability, her dignity, and her wealth t 

No man who has observed with any care the condition of our larger 
communities, can have failed to notice that thpre is in them all a considera- 
ble percentage of the children who grow up to maturity without the chanoe 
of taking pattern from any exemplary life within their range. Whatever 
ideas they have of the difference between good and evil are intuitive and 
the sanctions of divine and human laws are known to them only to the ex- 
tent of their own sad experience. The average of social virtue, dignity 
and wealth is much reduced by the presence of this debased and debasing 
ingredient. And it is a problem well worthy of the gravest and most pa- 
tient thought of philanthropic political economists whether anything, and 
(if anything) what, can be done for the rescue of these unfortunates from 
their ill-starred condition, for the protection of the communities which they 
deteriorate, and for the purity, welfare and honor of the State, the mother 
of them all. 

Among the obvious difficulties which encotnpass this question is the 
necessity it seems to involve of interfering with ties which are primary 
and more sacred than the bonds of society itself! The Creator has linked 
parent and child together in a relation which the State may not ignore, and 
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with which only the crimes of the parties can justify its interference. But 
there are invasions of the rights of society which are not now specified 
offences on the statute book. Society i?. wronged by those who stock it 
with recruits, which they will train to palsy it with idleness and pollute it 
with vice and crime. It asserts and exercises its rigjit to send, back to the 
shores from which, they hare been exported, the superfluous paupers and 
banished criminals of the Old World. Surely, it cannot be bound, in equity, 
to tolerate, without any restriction, the rearing of. just such a papulation on 
our own soil. 

There is a power, and we incline to the opinion that it should be put in 
force, to remove ypung children from the custody of parents whose in- 
fluences are evil, and only eyjl, continually \ an£ to provide for them such 
habitations and such, personal care and training as shall qualify them, in 
their matui^er years, not only to support themselves, but also to contribute 
their labor, their intelligence, their virtue, to the resources and honor of the 
^Commonwealth. 

Yet, in this authoritative assumption Of the care of neglected children, 
caution should be observed lest unworthy parents should conclude that, in 
forfeiting their privilege to have the guardianship of their children, they 
may relieve themselves of all responsibility for their support. That might 
be a dangerous idea, should it get currency among the most thriftless of 
the people, that their offspring, however numerous, would soon become the 
wards of the State, and leave them in perfect freedom to squander whatever 
they can gain* Such creatures would be even more improvident and un- 
fprecasting than they now are indenturing upon the responsibilities of 
marriage, and in rejecting opportunities for daily remuneration of labor. 

No provision, therefore, for the governmental cpre of children, neglected 
by their parents, could tje wholly sajutary in its operation, which did not 
contemplate some stated requisition, from able-bodied people, of a portion 
of the cost of their children's maintenance. 

The measure has been treated thus far, as one of public economy—a 
scheme of the Commonwealth to protect itself from moral and material 
deterioration. We have spoken of the rights of society in this behalf; but 
there is a loftier argument for the adoption of some such policy. It is the 
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consideration of duty. These helpless onea, for whose protection the power 
of the State is invoked, are without guardianship. So individual, moved 
by the promptings of humanity, may interfere for their rescue from wrong 
and debasement. Society, in its corporate capacity, alone cap, touch them 
with the hand of authority. A private man can plead with their imbruted 
parents, but the more incompetent they are to have the care of their chil- 
dren, the less amenable they are to the voice of reason and humanity. 
Children, beaten by savage inebriates* irregularly suppjiedswith insufficient 
food, clad in garments that do not shield them from the severities of weather, 
kept from school that they may obtain, " relief" by begging or stealing, 
sent to the taverns, covertly, for intoxicating drinks, and permitted to taste 
the deadly cup in recompense for that service — who. is to. rescue them, if the 
State does not interfere, from these sufferings and abases ? When a deserted 
infant is found on some step-stone, it is not left to suffer there until some 
extreme compassion snatches it from death and beats it to the comforts of 
a home. It is taken in charge by the officer of the law, in the name of the 
community. It is the ward of the people, and, their common sense of hu- 
manity provides for it. Are the larger children above referred to any less 
forlorn in their condition that they are not abandoned, but kept to be 
abused in body, stultified in mind and corrupted in heart f Laws sure made 
for the protection of travelers on railrojads and steamships, for ipiners in 
coal-shafts, why not for little children from greater $nd mpre dreadful 
peril ? 

We have now an illustration of what may be accomplished by publte 
provision for those who might otherwise have suffered from neglect and 
lack of proper guardianship, in the case pf the soldiers' ophans, for whom 
homes have been instituted. Many of these, and especially such as re- 
sided in the larger cities) would have been, but for these '* schools," exposed 
to temptations which they could not have resisted. Left, in early youth, 
on the hands of widowed 'and destitute mothers, to become wayward, self- 
willed and lawless seemed their only destiny. With the practical working 
of some of these schools the present writer'is familiar* Others are manr 
aged substantially on the same plan. Where faults or. abuses have been 
found, they have been traceable to the incomplete provision which the law 
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has made for adequate inspection, an evil which should and can be corrected 
without additional cost to the State. 

Out of the disasters of a great civil war this compensating benefit has 
been evolved ; as it were, a spring that has burst forth on the battle field, the 
streams from which shall make glad many desolate places. Patriotism, or 
some higher impulse, has led to an extensive provision for the care of chil- 
dren, made orphans for the nation's sake. And in these schools not only 
have the inmates been taught, but society has learned its duty to the help* 
less and innocent, and how to perform it. To rear public homes for hapless 
children, and to invest them with many of the comforts and advantages of 
a well-ordered private household, is no longer an experiment. It can be 
done ; and the agency of unpaid, refined and religious women to supervise 
the mora), social and economic management of such institution?, can be 
obtained to any reasonable extent that may be required. The military ca- 
reer of the fathers of these children, for whom the State has, since the close 
oi the war, made provision, has had no modifying influence on the disci- 
pline of those establishments where "soldiers' orphans" and "neglected 
children" are together cared for, or in the effects upon the character and 
comfort of the pupils. They are, in all respects, fair samples of what might 
be done on a much larger scale, did the community realize where is "the 
hiding of its power," and how widely and liberally it is its interest and its 
duty to exercise it. 

In a similar way, it is obvious, the children of neglect, who are orphaned 
not by the removal of their parents, but by the death of every faculty in 
tfcem that should give fitness for the care of the young, might be provided 
for, through the multiplication of State Training Schools for neglected 
children. Houses of Refuge, indeed, exist in some densely populated 
neighborhoods, but under their present organization, they are the resort of 
few, save those who are sent there by judicial order in punishment for 
orimes, or those who manifest such proclivities to vice that their parents 
dare not keep them in charge. Were they then more numerous and more 
extensive than they are, they would not be fit places of training for chil- 
dren,* who are only unfortunate in the character of their parents or guar- 
dians. Such should not be transferred from private abodes of vice to insti- 
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tutions where the danger of contamination might be increased and could 
not be wholly avoided. 

Besides, society, in providing for these its wards, has no right so to dis- 
pose of them as to put a stigma upon their names, by associating them 
with youth notoriously vicious. Even for the class of inmates to whom 
they are now appropriated, it is believed that our Houses of Refuge would 
be more salutary if arrangements could be made for those of their inmates, 
who, by obvious reform, win the confidence of the officers in charge, to go 
outside the walls for daily employment, instead of being compelled to stay 
in the immediate society of others, who are vicious and corrupt, during 
the whole term of their abode there. Where disease, whether physical or 
moral, exists, it is dangerous for those of morbid constitution to be con- 
fined. Under a liberalized system, such as is suggested above, the difficulty 
which has always existed, of obtaining the more desirable situations for 
"House of Refuge boys," would, we believe, be greatly lessened. From 
one Home for neglected children in Philadelphia — the only one which has 
engrafted upon the general plan of management this admirable feature- 
go out every morning about 60 boys to their daily tasks, who have been 
apprenticed or for whom employment has been otherwise provided; still 
making the institution their home, paying something out of their wages for 
board, and enjoying the advantage of an evening school within its walls. 
These privileges may remain to them, if they so please, until maturity. 

Hoines for neglected children, to whom no reproach attaches, should be 
provided either by the direct agency of the State, or by private beneficence, 
encouraged by the government and subsidized out of the public Treasury. 
Statistical research has revealed that an overwhelming proportion of the 
crime and pauperism that fill our prisons and almshouses has resulted from 
intemperance. The same line of investigation pursued a little further, 
would probably show that nearly all these evils might have been averted, 
if the victims of appetite, and lust, and idleness had been trained in their 
childhood to know and revere the precepts of the Bible, and to form habits 
of industry, frugality and self-restraint. The welfare of the healthy and 
law-abiding portion of the community, as well as the quickened benevolence 
of the age, is constantly requiring, devising and supplying new refuges for 
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the impoverished, the imbecile and the depraved. It is an honor to oar 
country that there is scarcely any form of human misery, that has sot its 
appropriate retreat stfppKed, in which its removal is attempted or its ame- 
lioration assured. Still protean vice vrill, as the years roll on, assume new 
forms and necessitate new asylums* The cost of. all these institutions, 
which idleness and br&tishness- and crime have compelled the industrious, 
the humane and the orderly to rear and sustain, is almost beyond the reach 
of computation. 

Is it not worth while to try what can be done in the way of prevention? 
Create homes into whteh the innocent victims of parental vice and pauper- 
ism can be gathered and trained for a better destiny, and the supply for 
those other refuges for hoary •crime and decrepit squalor and wretchedness 
will be cut Off. The very shelters (sometimes palatial in extent and costli- 
ness) beneath which desperate wickedness and debasement now fester and 
rot, might be appropriated ere long as temporary homes and training 

schools for the young, the hopeful, theoonvertible — rescued from impend- 
ing perdition and placed upon a career of improvement, usefulness and 
honor 1 

The foregoing* report fulfils the requirements of the act constituting thi$ 
Commission, as far as We are able to make it iu season; for a prompt pre- 
sentation to the Legislature. We are aware that there Are many matters 
which have not bfeen touched upon, some for reasons. already mentioned, 
and some for the reason that the material from which they should be de- 
duced has been but just now released to us by a unanimous vote of the 
House of Representatives, in whose custody it was placed by our late Presi- 
dent, who had charge of the documents for the purpose of preparing the 
" annual report"— a duty which the present writer has, at a late hour, re- 
luctantly undertaken, by request of the Board* 

We are not conscious, however, of neglects or transgressions of any kind. 
We have endeavored to fulfil the obligations we assumed in entering upon 
this work, according to our interpretation of the declared wishes of the 
Legislature. 

The Commission of Public Charities was created, it is presumed, to 
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perform duties in this Commonwealth, such as similar Commissions have 
rendered in other States. Its object was, first to ascertain the actual con- 
dition of institutions of a charitable, reformatory and correctional charac- 
ter in Pennsylvania, and more definitely of such as statedly solicit from 
the public Treasury aid towards the support of their beneficent operations. 
The Legislature would have some official, authoritative report concerning 
the internal economy and management of these establishments, the number 
of their beneficiaries, respectively, the wisdom or folly or abuse of their 
organizations, the degree of good they are accomplishing, and, in fine, their 
title to the confidence and bounty of the public. This we understand to 
be the primary object of our appointment. Of course it would follow, after 
an accurate survey of all such institutions in this Commonwealth, and a 
comparison of them with similar institutions in other quarters, that the 
Commission would acquire such knowledge of the whole subject of public 
charities, existing or required, as to qualify them, in due season, according 
to the measure of their intelligence, to make such practical suggestions as 
would be likely to shape somewhat the legislation of the State on subjects 
of that nature. Accordingly, it has been our endeavor, in this, the first 
year of our existence as a Board, to acquire accurate information concern- 
ing the institutions in this State, which have come legitimately under our 
purview, and, to some extent, concerning kindred establishments elsewhere. 
The Secretary and General Agent has, on his official errand, traveled over 
11,000 miles within the bounds of this Commonwealth, and has, in the 
ardor of his pursuit and in his fidelity to thje behests of the law, almost 
forgotten that he had a family and a home. A member of the Board has 
traveled nearly 3,000 miles on the same errand ; has devoted to the work 
sixty-six whole days, taken from private pursuits of an absorbing nature, 
and has made 110 visits to institutions or meetings of the Board. Indeed, 
it would seem that no private interest has been allowed to interfere with 
the fulfilment of his duty in this matter by any member of the Commission. 
There are demands upon the Board, under the law, of a more abstruse 
and complex nature than those we have referred to ; but in the words of 
the able Commission of State Charities in Massachusetts, in their sixth an- 
nual report, "To show how the industrial and material interests of the Corn- 
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mon wealth are affected by the existence of pauperism, insanity, disease and 
crime is an immense task." And "this report will be confined to those 
matters more directly concerning charity, reform and correction." It is 
possible that a bureau, charged with the prosecution of the work now com- 
mitted to a Board of "unpaid philanthropists," might gather an array of 
formal statistics, which would exceed in a given time what is possible un- 
der the present system. But in the estimate of the character of this benefi- 
cent work, the quality of its attainments should not be disregarded. We 
presume that the Legislature was perfectly aware of what experience has 
made every man conscious, that "what the hand findeth to do, it will do 
with its might," rather through an impulse of intelligent love of the human 
brotherhood, than by a perfunctory service, which measures itself according 
to its own stinted estimate of pecuniary recompense. We hare perfect 
faith in the wisdom of that world-wide legislation which confides some of 
the most important interests of the State to an unrecompensed service. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

By order of the Board, 

GEO. L. HARRISON, 

President. 
Haerisbubo, March 1, 1871. ' 
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REPORT. 



To the Board of State Commissioners of Public Charities: 

Gentlemen : — In presenting this, my first annual report, under the act 
of Assembly creating the Board of Public Charities, I am sensible of the 
fact that it can not but be subject to many imperfections, because of the 
multiplicity of the institutions to be examined and the necessarily limited 
time for the performance, the first time in the history of Pennsylvania, of 
•this important duty. It is simply impossible, in a single year, to embrace 
a thorough examination of every institution in the State; and I have, 
therefore, during the year just passed, confined my visits, as a general rule, 
to such institutions only as the Board have seemed most anxious should be 
brought to their attention. Much time and labor are yet required to pre- 
sent fully and satisfactorily the various subjects of investigation presented 
by the law. 

Immediately after my appointment I entered upon the duties of inspec- 
tion, in company with members of the Board ; but the visitations were con- 
fined mainly to sueh institutions as have been accustomed to receive aid 
from the State; and at the last session of the Legislature, in obedience to 
a formal request, I laid before the Committee of Ways and Means of the 
House of Representatives and the Finance Committee of the Senate, a 
statement from the Board of the amount of aid each one of these institu- 
tions required to enable them to discharge the obligations they wete under 
to the Commonwealth and for the proper maintenance and treatment of 
those assigned to their care. 

With a view to elicit the information necessary to the performance of 
these duties, a series of interrogatories was prepared and forwarded to the 
different institutions within the visitorial jurisdiction of the Board. The 
institutions thus interrogated were the State penitentiaries, the houses of 
refuge, the insane hospitals, the Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruc- 
tion of the Blind, the Pennsylvania Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, the 
Pennsylvania Training School for Feeble-minded Children, the county pri- 
sons and almshouses, the overseers of the poor in the various townships who 
have no county poor houses, the soldiers' orphans' schools, and all homes, 
hospitals and other charities known to the Board. These interrogatories 
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were wholly or In part promptly answered by the officers of a few of the 
institutions aided, while others, because of the want of necessary records, 
have not been able to make any satisfactory response. It is a matter of 
regret that the records of many of these institutions are so meagre, that 
they seem inadequate to furnish the information sought for— information 
which is absolutely necessary to *aake a complete and satisfactory report* 
We therefore suggest that such legislation as will remedy this defect should 
receive the early attention of the Legislature. 

We are indebted to the Corresponding Secretary for the transmission to 
the various institution*, of the interrogatories prepared for them and for 
conducting the correspondence incident thereto, as well aa for systematizing 
and preparing the reports for such of the State institutions as have an- 
swered the circular addressed to them ; arranging in tabular form such sta- 
tistics as have been received, and the correct performance of the various 
other duties connected with his office* 

While a number of charitable institutions, located in various parts of the 
State, are maintained chiefly through the beneficence of private contribu- 
tions, the poor are mostly supported by city, county, borough, ox town- 
ship taxation. In thirty-three counties there are county almshouses es- 
tablished under special acts of Assembly, and in these institutions the poor 
are collected and maintained at the expense of the counties in which they 
are situated. There is a form of greater or less extent connected with 
every one of these institutions, which are severally under the control of 
boards of directors serving for a term of three years, one member being 
elected annually by the county voters. They have power to appoint a 
steward, or superintendent, and such other officers as they may deem ne- 
cessary to conduct the business of the institution under their direction. 

In ten other counties there are institutions for the accommodation of the 
poor of cities, boroughs and townships, or of several such limited bounda- 
ries in which they may be situated, and the poor within these designated 
limits are maintained at the expense of the people of the district thus de- 
scribed, the taxes being levied and collected* by persona authorised by law 
to perform the duty. 

In twenty-three counties the poor are supported, wholly, by what is known 
as the "township system." Under this system overseers are elected, with 
power to collect a tax and disburse the money thus received in such man- 
ner as they may deem best calculated to carry out the object of the law. 
Under this power they, in some instances, either purchase or rent a house 
in which to keep the poor, while in some townships the poor are boarded 
with such persons as are willing to accommodate these indigent charges of 
the public on terms named in proposals, the overseers to receive the lowest 
bids. 
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In addition to these methods of providing fbr the poor la nearly all the 
counties, there is considerable outside aid* It is deemed better, in many 
cases, on the score of humanity as well as economy, to aflbrd this kind of 
relief, because it does not require the persons asking maintenance to enter 
a house, by which they must necessarily be separated from their relatives 
and friends, whose assistance and care are not unimportant, and where the 
entire expense of support rests upon the county or district 

During the past year I visited and inspected twenty-nine county alms- 
houses and seven other institutions, every one of which embraces the poor 
of a city, a borough, a township, ora portion of a county. The results of 
my examinations ate given 1a this report, in detail, and under their appro- 
priate heads. 

I have also visited and inspected forty-four county prisons, including the 
Allegheny county workhouse, all of which are noticed, somewhat in detail, 
in this report. There are twenty-three yet to be visited, which were omitted 
for want of time, and whieh will receive attention hereafter, the law wisely 
allowing two years for the completion of this work. 

In making these inspections/as commanded by the law, I have traveled 
over 11, 000 miles, and have made, altogether, 180 visits. I have, on all 
occasions, been kindly received by the officers of the institutions visited, 
as well as by many leading citizens of the localities, with whom I have come 
in contact, all manifesting a deep interest in the labors of the Board, and 
expressing a cordial appreciation of the great work committed to its charge. 

Whatever general remarks these inspections suggest I have thought best 
to reserve foj a future communication, believing that when every institu- 
tion shall have been examined I shall be the better able to view the whole 
field, and point out, more satisfactorily, defects that manifestly exist. At 
present we must content ourselves with a brief acoount of every institution 
visited, with, as occasion requires, a passing notice of some of its imper- 
fections in construction or fault of management, hoping that those which 
are open to censure may be improved, and, more especially, that the public 
mind in the different counties and localities may be drawn to the subject, 
leading to the desired improvement. 

Whoever has visited a large number of our county prisons and alms- 
houses cannot but be impressed with the fact that some of them, and par- 
ticularly some of the former, and the apartments for the insane in many of 
the latter, are unfit for human habitation. The lamentable condition in 
which some of them are found cannot be excused, in compliance with prin- 
ciples of justice or Christian duty, and I am confident that the people them- 
selves, if properly informed, will not be slow to remedy the flagrant evils 
which exist. It is to be hoped that the authorities of every county in the 
State will, for themselves, satisfactorily investigate their jails and alms- 
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houses, and urge such reforms as are absolutely demanded to secure greater 
comfort to the inmates and reflect credit, not bring reproach, upon that 
philanthropy which ought to be the pride of Pennsylvania. 

I would not, however, be understood to place all our prisons and alms- 
houses under a general condemnation. Some of them are well constructed 
and judiciously managed, affording proper accommodations for the inmates ; 
but the fact remains that others are miserable receptacles for human beings, 
requiring enlarged comforts and such remodeling of construction as will 
afford a better classification of individuals. 

A number of institutions, which may properly be # classed as charities, 
have been visited, but they are not included in this report, because they 
can be more appropriately embraced in a future communication. I have 
thought it best to limit this report to such institutions as may, without 
cavil, be regarded as State institutions, as such receiving their support 
mainly from the State, and to such county prisons and almshouses as I 
have been able to inspect ; though we have not failed to visit and examine 
any institution' which has made application to the Board for State aid* com- 
plying with the provisions of the law in this respect, that we might present 
the result of such inquiries to the Legislature, "with the opinions and con- 
clusions of the Board thereon." 

. The institutions, which have made report and which are noticed in this 
communication, are as follow: 

1. The Eastern State Penitentiary.* 

2. The Western State Penitentiary. 

3. The House of Refuge, at Philadelphia. 

4. The Western House of Refuge. 

5. The State Lunatic Hospital of Pennsylvania. 

6. The Western Pennsylvania Hospital, (Dixmont.) 

. 7. The Hospital for the Insane of the Northern district of Pennsylvania. 

8. The Pennsylvania Institution for the Instruction of the Blind. 

9. The Pennsylvania Institution for the Deaf and Dumb. 

10. The Pennsylvania Training School for Feeble-minded Children. 
I make no apology for including in this report full and accurate descrip- 
tions of these institutions. The information has been obtained, in part, by 
personal inspection, but mainly through those whose official connection 
therewith entitle them to confidence. The space allotted to their history 
and construction I believe is well occupied, with a view to present use and 
future reference. Other institutions, doing good work and filling important 
positions, either as general or local charities, deserve and will receive, at 
the proper time and in their proper order, such notice as their character 
and usefulness seem to demand. 

* This one institution has not answered the interrogatories addressed by the Board. 
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STATB PENIMNTIABY FOB THB WBOTIRN DISTRICT OP PENNSYLVANIA. 

This institution was erected by authority of an act of Assembly, entitled 
"An Act to provide for the erection of a State penitentiary on the public 
land near the town of Allegheny, opposite Pittsburg, in the county of 
Allegheny," approved March 2f, 1818. The select and common councils 
of Pittsburg elected Messrs. James Boss, Walter Lowrie, William Wilkins, 
David Evans and Dr. George Stevenson as commissioners to take charge 
of the work. 

The Board of Commissioners organized May 20, 1818, selected the site, 
and proceeded to construct the buildings " upon the plan exhibited to the 
legislature by the inspectors of the prison of the city and county of Phila- 
delphia." A portion t of the building was transferred to the board of in- 
spectors of the Western State Penitentiary, and the first prisoner received 
July 21, 1826. 

The entire prison, as originally planned, was finished November, 1827, 
and the Board of Commissioners dissolved. The buildings, at present, are 
in fair repair, although some alterations and repairs to steam and sewer 
pipes would greatly promote the best interests of the prison. It is rea- 
sonably secure, and has sufficient cell capacity for present requirements. 

The prison lot contains 6 T 4 ^ V acres, as per city engineer's survey. It is 
all enclosed, the cell buildings being surrounded on three sides by a wall 
of cut stone, plastered inside, originally thirty feet high ; by grading of 
surrounding streets now somewhat less on one side. 

The front building is enclosed by a wooden paling fence on the sides, 
and on the front line by an iron fence. The land was donated by the town 
of Allegheny, on condition that $500,000 should be expended by the State 
in constructing a State penitentiary at this place. 

The front building is three stories high, with a basement. It is about 
150 feet long by 30 feet deep, and is now occupied for offices,, store-rooms 
and warden's residence. There are three blocks of cells radiating from 
centre of the rear of the front building. These blocks are two stories high, 
and contain 324 cells, costing, up to 1863, by record of appropriations, 
$445,066 54 ; since increased, by appropriation for repairs and boilers, 
$13,300. An additional block, (D,) recently erected,, detached from the 
others, and parallel with the east wall, is also two stories high. It contains 
twenty-four cells, and is now occupied as a female ward, hospital, dispensary, 
bath-rooms, laundry, library * store-rooms, dungeons, receiving cells and a 
chapel, with accommodations for 650 persons. Total cost, $85,4*71 92. 
The Legislature appropriated towards this block $82,013 24. All the 
buildings are of cut stone, except the block recently erected, which is built 
of hard brick. Mr. Haviladd, of Philadelphia, it is supposed, was the 
architect of the prison. Messrs. Barr and Moser, of Pittsburg, were archi- 
tects of the hospital division, and Messrs. W. Boyd & Son, of Allegheny, 
furnished the plans for the chapel. 

The land, being ceded from the public common ground for a specific pur- 
pose, cannot properly be appraised as real estate ; if divisible into small lots 
it would bring over $250,000. 

The estimated value of personal property, on January 1, 18T0, was, uten- 
sils, $4,163 95; furniture, $1,919 68; subsistence, $4,113 54; manufac- 
tured goods and materials, $18,992 04. Total, $29,189 21. 

The number of cells is 348. The outer walls, except in the new block, are 
constructed of cut stone; the partition walls between the cells are all of brick. 
The average size of the cells, on the first floor, is 11 feet 10 inches high, 15 
feet 2 inches long, 7 feet 10 inches wide ; on the second floor they are 1 1 
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feet 7 inches high, 11 feet 6 inches long, 7 feet 1 inched wide. There is a 
window to each cell, the average size of which is 2 feet 5 inches by 4 inches ; 
ventilator, in outside wall, 2 feet by 4 inches ; ceiling ventilator, 6 inches 
diameter. Each cell has two doors ; the outside doors of one block of cells 
are of iron, all the others are heavy wooden doors, left ajar in hot weather 
for ventilation; At other times kept locked. The inside cell doors are 
fastened with heavy bolts ; the outside doors each have a heavy lock. 

The cells were built for the separate system, and are larger than any yet 
built for a congregate prison, and with some alterations of doors and steam- 
pipes, to place the occupants under more rigid surveillance than is now 
practicable, would make model cells for a congregate prison. 

Nearly all the cells have but one occupant, and, as lkr as practicable, 
the men are kept separate, except when associated for " work, learning or 
religious exercises." 

Each prisoner is furnished with wooden trestles and bed-boards or a 
hammock, table, stool, shelf, bucket, broom, tin-cup, plate, molasses can, 
two pans for coffee and soup, spoon, knife, salt-box, vinegar bottle, comb 
and dirt-box ; hydrant and waste-pipe in each cell ; gas in all the cells from 
6 to 8£ p. m. It is occasionally necessary to have the gas used in day-time 
by the weavers and shoemakers. 

Block A is heated by a five inch steam-pipe ; block B, by a six inch pipe ; 
block C, by a three inch steam-pipe, down the centre of the block, with 
branches into each cell, so arranged that steam can be shut off from any cell 
on the outside at pleasure. The pipes in this block cannot be used by the 
prisoners for communication as the others are. In the other bldtks the 
pipes extend the entire length of the blocks through the width of each 
cell. In one block, B, the waste steam-pipe returns under the floor grating 
down the centre of the corridor ; in another, C, the supply and waste steam- 
pipes are similarly placed ; in the other block the upper tier of cells is sup- 
plied with fresh steam, and the pipe returns down stairs. 

In the female ward, the cells are rather larger than the others, and have 
wooden floors; all the others have stone floors. The female ward cells, 12 
in number, have inside iron slat doors ; all others are solid, with a slide 5 
by 8 inches in each door, through which food is delivered. The slide is left 
down in day time for ventilation. None of the cells have yards attached to 
them. 

Invalids are sometimes allowed to exercise in the yard or corridors. 
During a part of the past summer, they were allowed to exercise one hour 
each week day for two weeks, three at a time, in different parts of the 
ground ; and in this way many of the prisoners obtained very beneficial 
exercise. f 

There is no systematic classification of the prisoners ; the females are 
kept entirely separate from the males. 

The official management of the Penitentiary is as follows : The board of 
inspectors, whose official term is two years, are Theodore H. Nevin, Presi- 
dent ; Ormsby Phillips, Secretary ; John Dean, appointed by the courts 
of Allegheny county ; Robert H. Davis, Treasurer ; James A. Lowrie, ap- 
pointed by the Supreme Court. 

The following appointments are made by the inspectors, term 6 months : 

Warden, Edward S. Wright, salary $2,000 

Deputy warden, Hugh 8. M'Kean, salary 1, 800 

Chaplain, Rev. J. L. Millegan, salary 1, 200 

Physician, Dr. D. N. Rankin, salary.. . * ^ . . » 1, 000 

Clerk and door-keeper, John Miller, salary. 1,500 
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The warden reeides on the premises. His appointments are all subject 
to the approval of, atad the salaries in every case are regulated by, the in- 
spectors. ' 

The following are the appointments made by the warden : 

Robert Caskey, superintendent and steward, salary f $ 1 , 000 

Hamilton Stewart, superintendent wearing department, salary.. ... 1, 000 

Alexander Gray, superintendent shoe department, salary*. ....... 1, 000 

S. 8. Ferguson, engineer, salary • 900 

H. D. Stewart, overseer weaving department, salary. 900 

Chas. B. Greaves, overseer weaving department, salary. 900 

Joseph Partington,, overseer weaving department, salary 900 

Benjamin Greaves, overseer weaving department, salary 900 

William A. Smith, oVferseer weaving department, salary. ........ 900 

Henry Gray, overseer shoe department, salary 900 

John Hastings, overseer shoe department, salary 900 

Jacob Shafer, overseer cigar department, salary 900 

James Glendenning, overseer carpenter shop, «c, salary. 900 

John Peers, night watchman, salary. ♦ 750 

Robert Scott, night watchman, salary 750. 

John S. Bayne, night watchman, salary 750 

Thomas Fish, night watchman, salary. 750 

William Bayne, assistant door-keeper, salary • • . • » 500 

Mary J. M'Pike, matron, salary 600, 

Dr. Tf. N. Rankin, the physician, resides near the penitentiary. He 
makes an official visit of the cells, once a week, and at any time, when asked 
by any officer, visits prisoners, whether previously sick or not. It is his 
duty to examine and report on food, clothing, condition of cells and prw 
soners. He has charge of the hospital, and in person makes up many of his 
prescriptions in a dispensary attached thereto. He performs any surgical, 
and most of the dental operations needed. He keeps a ftill record of pre- 
scriptions, directions, diseases and their treatment* 

In regard to the rules and regulations of the prison, so far as they apply 
to convicts, great care is taken to make every prisoner acquainted with 
them, and if unable to read them readily, they are read to him by an officer 
soon after his reception, and a copy of the general rules is placed in every 
cell. 

All prisoners are examined by the warden on admission, as many of the 
other officers being present as can be spared, and by the physician at his 
next visit. 

The bedding consists of a tick, made in the penitentiary, filled with rye 
or oat straw, three blankets in winter, two in summer ; one sheet, one straw 
pillow; the sheet washed every two weeks, blankets twice a year, bedding 
changed three times a year. All the clothing is made in the prison, of Ken- 
tucky jean, half cotton, half wool, pattern gray and black bars. Each 
prisoner is supplied with one pair of pants, (many with two pairs,) one 
vest, one jacket, two cotton check shirts, two pairs of woolen socks, one 
pair of coarse, low-cut shoes, renewed or repaired whenever needed, aver- 
aging two pairs yearly ; men whose work require it, are furnished with extra 
clothes. Their shirts are washed every week ; other clothing, such as pants, 
vests, and jackets, three times a year. The bedding or clothing is promptly 
changed, if dirty from neglect or other cause. The physician directs the 
issue of underclothing, usually at prison expense. The overseers make 
examinations of all prisoners and cells under their charge. The deputy 
warden is on duty in the prison all day, and personally notices that the 
inspection is made, as required by regulations, every day. 
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To preserve the clothing which is worn to the prison it is sprinkled with 
tobacco scraps, or cedar chips, packed in 'tight cloth bags* and kept in 
racks in a third story room in the front building. 

But little damage has occurred from moths. Many of the prisoners are 
very poorly clad when received; all are made to look decent when dis- 
charged, usually at prison expense. 

All the prisoners attend religious exercises in the chapel on Sabbath 
morning ; about 140 attend Sabbath school in the afternoon. They are 
divided into fifteen classes, in charge of experienced teachers from the 
outside ; every cell contains a Bible, and every prisoner has opportunity to 
obtain religious instruction. 

A copy book, spelling book and arithmetic is supplied to any who will 
make use of them, and other books of an educational character may be 
bought by prisoners, or Iheir friends. Religious weekly papers may be 
subscribed for by a prisoner without limit as to denominational character. 
A large number of copies are sent each week, by different publishers, for 
gratuitous distribution. Secular instruction is given during the week, by 
the chaplain, in various parts of the prison. Ministers of any denomination 
visit prisoners when desired by them, and Catholic priests make weekly 
visits to members of that church. 

Each prisoner whose conduct conforms to the rules established for the gov- 
ernment of the prison, is permitted to write to his family or one of his friends 
once every month ; he or she can also receive a letter from family or friends 
once every month. All letters, both to and from the prison, must pertain 
strictly to family or business affairs, of which general movements in rqgard to 
procuring a pardon form no part. Each letter is inspected by the chaplain, 
and any matter of a dubious character is suppressed. Visits to the prison- 
ers from friends are limited to one visit to one person in three months ; 
time allowed 10 to 15 minutes, and the visit must be in presence and hear- 
ing of an officer, usually the overseer in regular charge of the prisoner. 

The library contains nearly 2,000 volumes, embracing history, biography, 
religion, travels, novels and miscellaneous works. A book is issued to each 
man every two weeks, and the privilege is suspended if a book is injured, or 
for any flagrant breach of rules. The library is under the care and the 
books are distributed by the chaplain, with prisoners' help. 

The principal occupations pursued in the penitentiary are weaving cotton 
and check shirtings and rag carpet, manufacture of boots and shoes, cigars 
and cigar-boxes. The numbers employed in the different branches are: 
weaving, 185; shoes, 90; cigars and boxes, 24; miscellaneous items of 
labor, on prison clothing, bedding and shoes, 15 ; cooks, 4 ; bakers, 4 ; 
washmen, 2 ; gardeners, 3 ; firemen, 4 ; blacksmiths, 2 ; carpenters, 3 ; gas- 
men, 3; nurses, 3; sweepers and cleaners, 4; invalids, old and worthless, 
20; sick, 14. 

Total 380 in penitentiary December 23d. At Trade work 299 

w Prison work.... 4T 

Sick and idle 34 

380 

The most remunerative work is weaving, long a speciality in this insti- 
tution. Shoemaking, if carried on as is now usual in factories, would be 
of great value to many men when discharged ; but, as it is, with imperfect 
skill and isolation from constant inspection, there is immense waste of time 
and material. The cigar business is well suited to men of delicate consti- 
tutions. Ail the work is for State account. 

The prisoners' work can usually be done in six hours; weavers manu- 
facture 9 yards of cloth per day ; shoemakers, from 8 to 5 pairs per week ; 
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cigarmakers, 800 per week. The profit and loss for the past five years, or 
since the war, have been as follows : 



Profits 
weaving ac- 
count. 



Profits 
shoes acoount. 



Profits 
cigar acoount. 



1865.. 
1866... 
1867... 
1868.. 



(1,257 16 

8,961 24 

12,242 58 

12,056 78 

9,828 04 



(788 12 

2,859 89 

84 22 

4,932 26 

2, 171 86 



(1,488 07 
744 27 



An " over-work " system has been several times in operation in this peni- 
tentiary ; during the past year it has been revised and partially re-intro- 
duced. Many seem anxious to make over-work,*to aid them pecuniarily 
when discharged, or to enable them to send money to their families while 
here. The over-work does not, as yet, amount to much, but it is expected 
that when it becomes general, it will serve as a great auxiliary to disci- 
pline, promoting habits of industry and economy. 

Tobacco is issued to convicts to the value of six cents per man per week. 
It is undoubtedly of great value as an aid to discipline. Men would rather 
lose food than forfeit their small piece of tobacco. For any violation of 
rules during the week, or remaining over in punishment when issued, their 
tobacco is forfeited. 

The chief offences of the prisoners are, talking to .their neighbors, neg- 
lect of work, insolence to overseers, and, very rarely, quarreling ; the pun- 
ishments for which are, loss of rations for twenty-four hours, including 
letters for that month, and tobacco for that week, for any trivial offence. If 
more serious, a few hours or days in the stone cells of isolated wards, par- 
tially darkened, with or without cell furniture, as may be directed by the 
warden. While in the dungeon cells the food consists of bread and water ; 
in very rare cases, shackles are placed on the feet or hands for a short time. 
Months elapse, at times, without any serious punishments. All punish- 
ments are recorded, and carefully calculated in awarding benefits of the 
commutation law. 

Prisoners are restricted from communication, and are punished when 
detected violating the rule. Occasionally they speak in pipes, and call to 
their neighbors, which is very difficult to detect. 

The amount expended annually for the maintenance of convicts for the 
past ten years, is as follows : 



1860 $20,458 08 

1861 20,014 73 

1862 IT, 153 64 

1863 20, 004 78 

1864 24,582 45 



1865 $18,122 83 

1866 36,999 95 

1867 46, 633 41 

1868 49,798 33 

1869 w... 47,930 21 



The cost of keeping an inmate in this penitentiary in the year 1869, for 
all expenses, including salaries, was 44 cents per day. This amount was 
met by receipts from the United States for maintenance of prisoners, and 
profits of manufacture 15 cents ; salaries paid by State, 15£ cents ; defi- 
ciency paid by the counties, 13£ cents. Total, 44 cents. 

The appropriations by the State for salaries for the past ten years, were 
as follow : 



1860 $11,160 00 

1861 11,160 00 

1862 12, 000 00 

1863 13,200 00 

1864 13,830 00 



1865 $13,830 00 

1866 16,900 00 

1867 20,800 00 

1868 21,150 00 

1869 21,150 00 
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APPBOPRIATIOlfS TOE BUILDIKOS. 



Cost of buildings up to 1863 $445,066 54 

1866. Hospital building $5,000 00 

Repairs to building - 4, 000 00 



1868. Block D., building 15,000 00 

Boners 2,000 00 

• — ■■■—.^^^^^ 

1869. Repairs to building 7, 800 00 

Block D., building 41,500 00 



9,000 00 

17,000 00 

48, 800 00 
519,866 54 



APPROPRIATIONS TOR LIBRARY. 



1862 $250 00 

1863 250 00 

1864 250 00 



1865 $250 00 

1866 *... 250 00 

1868 ...••. 500 00 



DIIICIEKCY PAID BY COUNTIES. 



Year. 


Amount. 


■Per diem. 


Year. 


Amount. 


Per diem. 


1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 

1864 


$4,219 76 
8,491 18 
2,580 91 

Ko charge. 

No charge. 


4 7-10cts. 
8 2-10 cts. 
2 7-10cts. 


1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 


Ko charge. 

$18,946 69 
27 t 890 18 
19,912 63 
18,882 05 


i6| cts. 
18|cta. 
12|ctB. 
13 | cts. 



There are no other sources of revenue than those included in profits of 
manufactures, salaries paid by the State, and the deficiency paid by the 
counties. 

The aggregate number of convicts received during the past ten years 
was as follows : 



1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 



419 


1865 


424 


1866 


3T8 


1867 


323 


1868 


301 


1869 



354 
539 
640 
635 
617 



The amount received from the .United States for the maintenance of their 
prisoners, was : 



1860, 14 prisoners $697 75 

1861, 16 " .*.... 938 59 

1862, 14 " 664 64 

1863, 12 «* 782 40 

1864, 16 " 1,733 17 



1865, 22 prisoners .,..•* $2, 869 10 

1866, 31 " 3,830 80 

1867, 35 " 4,694 30 

1868, 29 " 5,138 60 

1869, 32 «' .....> 4,890 70 



Received from the United States for maintenance of prisoners of war : 
1863, 118 prisoners $7,163 84 | 1864, 111 prisoners $4,150 56 
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Seven cases of temporary insanity were reported in the 10 years, all of 
which were restored to good health. (These cases were the result of self- 
abuse.) 

Many of the inmates when discharged, are aided to procure work by the 
inspectors and officers, and those who desire aid to reach their friends in 
distant places, or to procure employment, are often aided by the Allegheny 
County Prison Association, a committee of which visits the penitentiary 
every week. The State gratuity of five dollars, where the residence is un- 
der 50 miles, and ten dollars, where it is over, is all that is paid 4 by the 
Commonwealth. Clothing is furnished to some. 
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PHYSICAL HEALTH. 

Statement exhibiting the cases of sickness among the prisoners confined in 
the Western penitentiary of Pennsylvania during the year 1869, with 
the result of the treatment : 





CONDITION OB EVENT. 
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Asthma t 
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Bronchitis 
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General debility * 
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Delirium tremens • 
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Dyspepsia • I 
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Enteritis * 
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Epilepsy ., ..„ „ 
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Fever , typhoid „ 
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Hepatitis. 
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Haemoptysis 
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Nephritis .. .. 
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The prisoners are fed in their cells. They have for breakfast and supper, 
bread, coflfee and molasses; dinner, two days each week, stew made of 
beef or mutton, potatoes, onions and dough dumplings, all boiled together, 
coffee and bread. i 

Four days each week they have beef rations, £ pounds per man, and soup 
varied as much as possible, with beans, peas, rice, barley, turnips, hominy, 
cabbage, sour krout, potatoes, dried corn or dough balls; soup rations, one 
quart per day. 

On Sundays, dinner of corned beef and potatoes, boiled separately, and 
coffee. 

The coffee ration is one quart ; bread ration, 22 ounces per day ; molasses, 
£ gallon per month, or 2 pounds of sugar instead. The rations are 
varied by an occasional issue of cheese instead of beef and soup for din- 
ner ; by dried apples or peaches stewed for supper, and by the issue of 
young onions and lettuce in early summer. At all seasons raw onions are 
issued every week or two. Tomatoes, either raw or cooked, are much rel- - 
ished, and boiled beets and raw cabbage are issued when procurable at 
moderate cost. One pint of vinegar is served twice per month. Salt and 
pepper are kept constantly in the cells. 

The prison is supplied with excellent water from the Allegheny river, by 
the city water works, at a cost of $1,200 00 per year. There are two fire 
plugs in the yard. The fire hose is not in good condition ; a new one was 
ordered, but it burst while being tested. Another is now being made. 

There are eleven bath-tubs, all provided with hot and cold water at will 
used exclusively by prisoners. One tub is reserved for specific diseases. 
All are required to take si bath once a week in summer, and twice a month 
in winter. Inmates of the hospital bathe as directed by the physician, usu- 
ally twice a week. The hot water for the tubs is supplied from a boiler for 
that purpose. 

The boiler is 30 feet long by 36 inches diameter, with a 24 inch tube in- 
side, solid head at each end ; leaving six inches of water surface and 24 
inches of heating surface. It is supplied in summer with live steam, en- 
route to the laundry, and in winter with return steam from the blocks. 

The following statement will show the number of times each re-committed 
convict came into the institution : 
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The sex and color of those re-committed were : 



Year. 
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Total, 128. 

In the laundry, the prison washing is done with three washing machines, 
operated by a small engine, steam to which is quite satisfactorily conveyed 
over 500 feet through the vault. There is steam to the drying-racks, and 
other conveniences. In the bakery, the capacity of the ovens is three bar- 
rels. In the cook-house, there are four kettles placed in a circle, and the 
food is cooked by steam supplied from large boilers. Extra rations are 
cooked on a stove in the kitchen. Stoves are also placed in the female 
work-room and hospital kitchen, on which their rations are occasionally 
prepared. 

The annual reports of the inspectors of this penitentiary from 1864 to 
1869, contain many valuable suggestions, and embody the experience of 
many years in this prison. All the recent changes in laws, now in opera- 
tion here, are quite satisfactory in their results. 

The great thing now needed is a State agent for each of the penitentiary 
districts, to take charge of discharged prisoners, aid them in procuring 
work, or transportation to friends; and above all, by judicious advice or 
timely assistance, to prevent many from falling into the temptations of the 
large cities into which they are discharged. 

HOUSE OF REFUGE, PHILADELPHIA. 

History — At a meeting of the citizens of Philadelphia, held on the 7th 
day of February, 1826, it was resolved to organize a society for the refor- 
mation of juvenile delinquents. The terms of association were agreed upon, 
and committees appointed to solicit subscriptions in aid of the enterprise. 
Application was made to the Legislature for an act of incorporation, which 
was obtained March f26, 1826. The first meeting of the society was held on 
the 1st day of May in the same year, when officers were chosen who took 
immediate measures to procure a lot and erect the necessary buildings. 

During the same year, application wks made to the Legislature for aid, 
which was granted by an act passed March 2, 182T. The sum of ten thou- 
sand dollars was appropriated from the State Treasury, and a like sum was 
obtained from the county of Philadelphia; all of which was used for the 
erection of the buildings. Authority was also given to the commissioners 
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of the county to pay the further sum of five thousand dollars per annum 
for five years, commencing in 1829, to be applied to the support of the in- 
stitution. 

On or about the 7 th of April, 1827, a lot containing five acres and fifteen 
perches, situated on tjie north side of Coates street, between Fifteenth and 
Sixteenth streets, was purchased for the sum of five thousand five hun- 
dred dollars. 

On the 21st day of June, 1827, the corner stone was laid, and the build- 
ings were pressed forward to completion. The ground plan and arrange- 
ments will be understood by the following description : 

A plot of ground, 400 feet in length and 231 feet in breadth, was enclosed 
by a stone wall two feet thick and twenty feet in height. , 

The main building fronted to the north and was 92 feet in length and 30 
feet in depth. Its centre contained a library, a room for the managers, and 
convenient apartments for the use of the officers and their families. The 
wings contained the dormitories, and afforded entire separation of the sexes. # 
The school rooms were also in the wings. The dormitories contained 172 
cells — 107 were occupied by the boys and 65 by the girls. Each cell was 
7 feet long and 4 feet wide, and furnished with a small bedstead and shelf; 
but well lighted and ventilated. Work shops were constructed within the 
boundary wall. The kitchen was in the rear of the centre building. In- 
firmaries were located so as to secure quiet to the sick, and keep contagion 
from those in health. 

A chapel of moderate dimensions was so constructed as to prevent the 
sexes from seeing or conversing with each other, when convened for reli- 
gious or other services. 

When the work was sufficiently advanced for the admission of pupils, the 
institution was formally opened on the 29th of November, 1828, with an 
address by the Hon. John Sergeant, President of the institution ; and on 
the 8th of December the first subject, a boy of fourteen years of age, was 
received. 

The cost of this House of Refuge was as follows: Cost of ground, as 
before stated, was $5,500; buildings and enclosing walls, $57,445 17; fur- 
niture and fixtures, $2,233 19. Total, $65,175 36. Of this amount, there 
was received from the State, $10,000; from Philadelphia county, $10,000 ; 
from subscriptions and donations of charitable persons, $26,823 56. 

COLORED HOUSE 07 REFUGE. 

After an experience of fifteen years the managers, in their report for 
1843, after expressing their gratification with the beneficial effects so gen- 
erally produced on those who had enjoyed the training of the House of 
Refuge for white children, stated, that they had every reason to believe 
similar results would be derived from an institution for colored children. 
Having, however, no pecuniary means to erect buildings for such a purpose, 
they presented the subject to the consideration of a generous public, with 
a hope that sufficient funds might be provided for the attainment of this 
laudable object. 

In the report for 1845 this subject was again adverted to, and on March 
19, 1846, a central committee of thirty was appointed by a meeting of citi- 
zens ''- convened for the purpose of adopting measures to secure the estab- 
lishment of a Refuge for colored juvenile delinquents, in connection with 
the institution already established." The committee proposed to obtain 
by contributions the sum of $25,000, upon the payment of which amount 
into the treasury of the House of Refuge, they were assured a like sum of 
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$25,000 would be contributed by the institution. After several appeals to 
the public, and other efforts, which were only successful in collecting $16,- 
514 20, the committee became convinced of their inability to obtain the 
requisite sum. At this stage of the labors of the committee, the board of 
managers of the House of Refuge resolved to erect the necessary buildings, 
without reference to the amount which might be collected by the committee. 

In the year 1847 a lot containing about eleven acres was purchased for 
a little over $18,000 ; $5,000 of this sum to remain secured by a mortgage 
on the property. On a part of this lot the buildings were erected for the 
accommodation of colored children ; and the eastern portion of the ground 
was reserved for new buildings for the white children. 

Location.— iThe space enclosed by the Refuge for colored children 
measures 400 feet in length on Twenty-fourth street, extending from Par- 
rish to Poplar street, by a breadth eastward of 210 feet. 

The boundary walls are of rubble-work, two and a-half feet in thickness 
at the base, and one and a-half feet at the top, varying in height according 
to the grading of the lot, from 20 feet 6 inches to 31 feet, with towers at 
the four corners, and a gate-way of hammer-diessed stone. The only en- 
trance is on Twenty-fourth street. The walls are capped with a slate roof, 
which projects three feet on the inner side, to prevent the escape of the in- 
mates. 

A brick wall, running in a straight line from east to west, separates the 
male from the female departments ; about five-eighths of the lot being de- 
voted to the former and three-eighths to the latter. 

Buildings. — The buildings were designed by John M'Arthur, Jr., archi- 
tect. The corner stone was laid July 1, 1848. The extreme length of the 
main buildings and dormitories is 296 feet, with a corridor 12 feet in width 
through the centre. The building* within the enclosure are covered with 
slate ; the stairways, window and door frames of the dormitories, and other 
parts of the building necessary to guard against destruction by fire, are 
of iron. The entire cost, including furniture, &c, was about $94,000. 

The basement of the main building is occupied by the superintendent's 
kitchen, the bakery, furnaces for heating the buildings, and cellars for the 
storage of fuel. 

The first story, thirteen feet in height, contains the boys' dining room, 
office, parlor and dining room of superintendent, a committee room, and 
the office of the assistant superintendent. In the second story, (the same 
height as the first,) are the chapel and chambers for the superintendent's 
family and officers of department. In the third story, 10 feet in height, 
are the infirmary for boys, (with a bath-room and nurse's chamber adjoin- 
ing,) the gallery of the chapel (for the accommodation of female colored 
inmates,) and a chamber for one of the male officers. The height of the 
cbapel on the second floor is 25 feet. 

In the male department, the building containing the dormitories is partly 
three and partly four stories in height, and contains 129 dormitories or 
separate sleeping rooms, each 8 feet long, 6 feet wide and 8 feet high, with 
a window four feet high by five inches wide. The ventilation is by a flue 
built in the wall with an opening a few inches from the floor, and one a 
short distance from the ceiling. There is also in the door of each dormi- 
tory an aperture of four by six inches. 

Each of the dormitories is furnished with an iron bed-stead, straw bed 
and pillow, two sheets, four blankets and one comfortable in winter; in 
summer, two sheets, and one blanket if needed. The boys have also a 
chest for their clean clothing, which may be used for a seat ; the girls have 
a chair, table, and a strip of carpet on the floor. 
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The hall or corridor of the dormitories is ventilated T>y flues in the wall, 
windows at the ends, and sky-lights. This building is connected with the 
main ediGce, bat communication with it can be cut off by means of iron 
doors, in case of fire. 

There are two other buildings not connected with the main structure, one 
of which is three stories in height, occupied as the boys' work-shops. The 
other building is fifty by thirty feet, and has two stories each of 14 feet in 
height. Both are used as school rooms, and the basement is occupied as a 
lavatory, containing a spacious bathing pool, eighteen feet nine inches by 
twenty-three feet, and three feet seven inches in depth. 

Female Department. — The building containing the dormitories for the 
girls, like that for the boj r s, is partly three and partly four stories in height. 
It contains 76 dormitories similar to those occupied by the boys. The 
basement, which from the grading of the lot is almost entirely above ground, 
is fitted up with separate bathing rooms and tubs for the girls, and sup- 
plied with hot and cold water. 

In the basement of the main building connected with this department, 
are the girls' lavatory and dressing room ; and cellars for the storage of 
fuel. 

On the first floor are the kitchen, the girls' sewing room, and dining 
"room, the officers' dining room and the matron's parlor. On the second 
floor are the girls' school room, chambers for the female officers of the col- 
ored department, and store rooms. In connection with the first floor there 
has been recently erected a building one story in height for a laundry, iron- 
» ing room, and store rooms for provisions, &c, above ground. 

This department was formally opened on the 31st of December, 1849, and 
on January 2, 1850, the first inmate, a mulatto boy 15 years of age, was 
admitted. 

NEW HOUSE OF REFUGE FOR WHITE CHILDREN. 

In 1851, experience proving the inadequacy of the buildings of the de- 
partment for white children on Coates street, it was determined to erect 
new and more commodious ones, as soon as the necessary funds could be 
obtained. 

Twenty-three years had elapsed since the building for the white depart- 
ment on Coates street, with a capacity to accommodate 1T2 inmates, was 
opened. During that period, the population of Pennsylvania had increased 
from 1,300,000 to 2,400,000, and that of Philadelphia county from 180,000 
to 440,000, and considerable improvement had been made in the modes of 
ventilating and warming buildings, while experience had indicated impor- 
tant improvements in the discipline and training of the inmates of reforma- 
tory schools. 

A site had been previously purchased, upon a portion of which the col- 
ored Refuge was erected, leaving for the white department 475 feet east- 
ward on Poplar and Parrish streets to Twenty-second street, and 400 feet 
on Twenty-second street from Poplar to Parrish streets. 

A committee was appointed to procure a plan and estimates, who, after 
a careful examination of similar institutions in other parts of the United 
States, selected John M f Arthur, Jr., as the architect, after which a contract 
was entered into for the erection of the proposed buildings. 

The corner stone was laid with appropriate ceremonies on June 15, 1852, 
and on the 24th of May, 1854, the new buildings were so nearly completed 
as to admit of the removal of the children, numbering 1 64 boys and 45 girls ; 
total 209. June I, 1854, an address prepared by his Excellency, Governor 
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Bigler, of Pennsylvania, was delivered by his friends, Chas. A. Black and F* 
W. Hughes, Esq., the Governor .being too much indisposed to be present. 

Size of Lot and Walls. — The outer walls are of rubble-wotk, and vary 
from twenty-one to thirty-two feet in height, according to the grade of the 
lot, and form a parallelogram 475 by 400 feet. About three-fifths of the 
space enclosed is occupied by the boys' department, and the remaining two- 
fifths by the girls' ; the two departments being separated by a wall running 
north and south of equal height with the outer walL 

Buildings. — All the buildings within the enclosure are of brick and cov- 
ered with slate ; the stairways, window and door frames of the dormitories, 
and other portions of the buildings liable to injury by fire are of iron. 
Their cost, including furniture and permanent improvements, up to date, 
was about $279,500. 

Male Department. — The building for the workshops is placed apart from 
the other buildings to guard against accident by fire. It is four stories in 
height. In the basement of this building are bathing pools, lavatories and 
a room for cleansing inmates when first admitted to the institution. There 
are two bathing pools, each 40 by 16 feet, containing five feet of water. 

The two buildings containing the dormitories for the first and second 
classes of inmates, respectively, are four stories in height and project at 
right angles from the main building, the communication with which is cut 
off by iron doors, as a security against fire. Each of these buildings con- 
tains one hundred and fifty-two dormitories, which, in construction and kind 
of furniture, are similar to those in the colored department. 

The boiler room is in the basement of a building in the rear of the boys' . 
dining room, being regarded as the safest location for it in case of an ex- 
plosion. It contains four boilers for generating steam to heat the buildings, 
do the cooking, &c. 

Arrangements are now being made to place in this room eight cylindrical 
boilers, three feet in diameter and twenty-six feet long, from which it is 
expected sufficient steam can be procured to heat both apartments, (white 
and colored,) and also the new building now being erected for the white 
female inmates, at the north-west corner of Twenty-second and Poplar 
streets. 

In the basement of the main building of this department are the hot air 
chambers, the bakery and store rooms for fuel, &c. On the first floor are 
the dining room for the inmates, a dining room and parlor for the super- 
intendent and his family, a committee room, a clerk's room, a store room 
for clothing, a room for the relatives of male inmates to meet them, two 
reading rooms, and a " property " room for the boys of the first class, a 
similar room for boys, of the second class, an office for the superintendent 
and one for the assistant superintendent. . 

On the second floor are the chapel, the boys' school room, class rooms 
and chambers for the superintendent's family, a rotom for the library of the 
inmates, and one for the same purpose for the officers. On the third floor 
are the chapel for the accommodation of the female inmates, the boys' in- 
firmary, with bath room, and room for nurse adjoining, and chambers for 
the male officers of the institution. 

Female Department. — The buildings containing the dormitories are simi- 
lar in character to those occupied by the white boys, being four stories in 
height and extending at right angles from the main building. One of these 
buildings is used by the inmates of t^ie first class, the other by those of the 
second, and each contains sixty-four dormitories. The basement of these 
buildings is appropriated to bathing rooms for the girls, and fitted up with 
sixteen separate bath rooms and tubs, with hot and cold water. The base- 
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ment of the main building is occupied by hot air chambers, provision, 
cellar and store rooms. 

On the first floor of the main building are a kitchen, in which the cook- 
ing for all the inmates and officers, excepting the superintendent, is done, 
a sewing room and dining room for female inmates, a laundry, a room for 
drying clothes, a dining room for the officers, a parlor for the matron, store 
rooms, and a room for the relatives of female inmates to meet them. 

On the second floor are the girls school rooms, chambers for the female 
officers of the white department, a library room for the girls, and another 
for the female officers. On the third floor are the infirmary for the girls 
with bath room and nurse's chamber adjoining, store rooms and chambers 
for the female officers of the white department. 

The following statement will show how the funds expended in the erec- 
tion of the House of Refuge were provided : 
* The cost of the site for the white and colored department 

was $12, 000 00 

The cost of the buildings for white department, (including 
the re-building of work-shops destroyed by fire in Decem- 
ber, 1854,) 2? 9, 500. 00 

The cost of the buildings for colored department, (including 
furniture,) 94, 000 00 

Total cost of site, buildings and furniture of the whole insti- 
tution '. \ 885,500 00 

i ■ ' - 

Of this sum the citizens of Philadelphia county have contri- 
buted by donations, bequests, &c $H5, 000 00 

There has been received from the treasurer of Philadelphia 

county to aid in the erection of buildings, as follows : 

In 1827-8, towards the erection of the old build- 
ings on Coates street, the site of which was 
sold for a greater sum than the original cost 
of site and buildings $10, 000 00 

In 1852-3-4, towards the erection of the present 

refuge of white department 45, 000 00 

55,000 00 

From the Treasury of the Commonwealth there has been 

received as follows : 

la! 1827-8-9, towards the erection of the old 
buildings on Coates street $10, 000 00 

In 1852-3-4-5-6-7-8, towards the erection of the 
present buildings of the white department ... 72, 500 00 

82,500 00 

Derived from increase in the value of real estate formerly or 
at present held by the institution, (estimated in 1854,) .... 73, 000 00 

385,500 00 

V NEW BlTIM)iNas FOR WHITE FEMALE INMATES. 

For some time past the provision for white males has been insufficient to 
meet the requirements upon the institution. The number of this class of 

* Note.— On page 26 it is stated that the cost of the site was 118.000, which was for 
all the ground purchased at that time, (eleven acres,) while the above estimate is for 
only that portion of it which is used or enclosed within the walls. 
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inmates had increased to over 400, when they had room only for about 300. 
After much deliberation the managers determined to construct additional 
buildings for the white female inmates, which would enable them to appro- 
priate the apartments now occupied by them to the use of the boys. 

The institution owned a lot of ground, located on the north side of the 
present buildings, and the city held a lot on the west side of Twenty-second 
street, between Poplar and South College avenue, and adjoining that of the 
refuge. These two lots, in the opinion of the managers, afforded ample 
space for the proposed new buildings. The city councils donated the lot 
of ground owned by them, and the Legislature appropriated $50,000 00 
towards the erection of buildings, payable in two equal annual instalments. 

The plan of the new buildings was prepared by John M'Arthur, Jr., archi- 
tect, and the corner stone laid September 5, 1870. It is expected they will 
be occupied early in the autumn of 1871. The plan of the new building 
will afford a better classification of the inmates ; they will be divided into 
four classes, and graded according to their moral character. 

An improved arrangement will be made in regard to their sleeping apart- 
ments. The larger girls will have separate dormitories, as at present, while 
the smaller ones will occupy a large chamber, under the immediate super- 
vision of a female officer. 

Description of Buildings. — They will consist of four buildings, connected 
by corridors ten feet in width, all of three stories in height, and constructed 
of brick above the basement, which will be of stone. The roofs will be of 
slate. The entire length of the building, east and west, will be 222 feet, 
and 168 feet north and south. The building fronting on Twenty-second 
street, in which is the principal entrance, will have a width of 46 feet, by a 
depth of 52 feet, and will contain managers' and reception rooms and offi- 
cers' apartment. The front will be of pressed brick, with portico and win- 
dow dressings of Franklin stone. The north wing is designed for larger 
girls, and will contain 60 dormitories, 6 by 8 feet, and 9 feet high ; this 
wing is 35 by 86 feet. The south wing, 35 by 72 feet, will contain the wards 
for small girls. 

The basement of each of these wings will be provided with bath and wash 
rooms ; the west wing will be 64 by 111 feet, and will contain the kitchen, 
dining room, work rooms, school rooms and chapel. The building is to be 
heated by hot water or steam, and iron doors will be walled in across the 
corridors in each story, and iron stairs introduced throughout the building 
to guard against fire. 

Real Estate. — The present estimated value of the real estate in both de- 
partments, white and colored, is $800,000, and that of the personal pro- 
perty $23,000. 

Warmed, Lighted, Ventilated* — The buildings are heated by steam, except 
the colored department, in which furnaces are used. They are lighted by 
gas ; ventilated by vertical fines, with openings upon each floor, and com* 
municating with horizontal passages in the upper part of the buildings. 
Water is pumped into tanks in the attic, and distributed by pipes into the 
various rooms ; hot water furnished in the same way. For drinking water, 
a supply is obtained from the city water-works, and, during the warm season, 
cold spring water is obtained from a well in each yard. For drainage, a 
culvert, with its branches, carries off all waste matter into the sewers of 
the city. 

Extinguishing fire* — For extinguishing fires hose is distributed through- 
out the building, communicating by pipes with the reservoirs of water in 
the attic. Steam-pipes are also placed in the building, so that in case of 
fire the steam can be turned on, which, with closed doors and windows. 
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would be very effective in extinguishing it The buildings are divided into 
sections by brick walls and iron doors, so that if a fire should occur 
in any one of the sections it is necessarily confined to it. For the protec- 
tion and security of the inmates, they can be readily transferred from one 
section to another. A fire originating in the shops cannot be communi- 
cated to the main buildings as the end nearest the shops is protected by 
iron doors and window-shutters. Slate roofs cover all the buildings. The 
stairways in the boys and girls dormitories and throughout the house are 
of iron. 

Capacity. — The institution can accommodate, in the white department, 
304 boys and 128 girls; the colored department, 122 boys and 76 girls; 
making a total of 630, who can be comfortably provided for. 

There were admitted into the white department, from the reception of 
the first inmate, December 8, 1828, to December 31, 1869, 6,895 boys and 
2,481 girls; and into the colored department, from January 2, 1860, to 
December 31, 1869, 1,318 boys and 633 girls, being a total, in both depart* 
ments, of 8,213 boys and 3, 1 14 girls, as shown in detail by the following 
table : 



ADMISSIONS AND DISCHARGES, 



White Department. 



Boys. 



Girls. 



Colored Departm't* 



Boys. 



Girls. 



Admitted 

Returned by master, having been in- 
dentured.. 

Returned voluntarily 

Arrested and returned 

Ret'd, having absconded from master.. 

Returned, having escaped , 

Re-admitted , 

Total of admitted and returned ... 

Discharged by indenture , 

Returned to friends «..<....., 

Returned to master 

Returned to court or magistrate , 

Discharged as unfit subjects,.. 

Discharged by examining judges..., 

Discharged by order of court 

Discharged on age , 

Removed to almshouse , 

Removed to hospital 

Removed to prison 

Sent to sea M 

Escaped - 

Died 

Transfers to other homes, asylums, Ac- 
Total discharges 



6,189 

382 
146 



2,161 

276 
28 



22 

156 

_ | 

3,339 
2,059 



6,895 



1 
15 



1,128 

109 

58 

1 

20 

2 



540 

84 
> 7 



1,251 
597 



2,481 



1,318 



11 

106 

38 

9 

290 

47 

2 



332 

15 

1 

56 

4 

I 

58 

18 

4 

1 



863 

13* 

4 



633 



15 
5 



Remaining on December 31« I860.. 



6,571 
324 



14 
22 



2,889 



11 

35 

6 



1,233 
"ST 



10 
3 



Note.— The number above noted as admitted does not give the true number of 
different subjects received, which it is difficult to ascertain from the register. The 
actual number is somewhat less ; i. e., the returned is somewhat greater. 
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The act of March 23, 1826, makes it lawful for the managers of the 
House of Refuge, at their discretion, to receive into their care and guar- 
dianship, infants, males under 21 years, and females under the age of 18 
years, those who may be committed thereto by the courts, mayor, aldermen, 
Ac, of Philadelphia county and city ; (by a subsequent act the powers of 
the court of quarter sessions of Philadelphia were extended to all the courts 
within the Eastern district of the State.) It also gives the managers au- 
thority, during the minority of said children, to place them at such em- 
ployments, and cause them to be instructed in such branches of useful 
knowledge, as may be suitable to their years and capacities ; to bind out 
the children, with their consent, as apprentices, during their minority, to 
learn such trades and employments as, in their judgment, will be most con- 
ducive to the reformation and amendment, and will tend to the future benefit 
and advantage of such children. 

By the act of April 11, 1850, the power and charge of the managers 
were extended (in cases of females who, on their admission, may be 16 
years of age,) to the age of 21. There have been received into the institu- 
tion those who were under 10 years, and others over 16 years of age, but 
they are not considered suitable subjects for the discipline of the institu- 
tion. 

The official management of the : institution is by a board of thirty-one 
managers, (three of whom are appointed by the court of common pleas, 
two by the mayor, and the others by the contributors,) who hold stated 
meetings every Thursday afternoon. A committee of the board visits the 
Refuge once every week, and makes an examination of the establishment ; 
examines all recent commitments ; hears all applications from the parents 
or friends of the children, and reports thereon to the board. 

The committee on discipline and economy attends at the house at least 
once in each month, and more frequently if necessary. The committee on 
employment has the supervision of the workshops. The repairs of the 
building are, when required, made under the direction of a committee. 
The committee on the chapels procures clergymen, or other suitable per- 
sons, to impart religious instruction to the inmates on Sunday morning and 
afternoon. The committee on the schools visits and examines them twice a 
month. 

When the inmates are considered to be prepared to leave the Refuge, they 
are reported by the superintendent to the indenturing committee. This 
committee is charged with the duty of procuring suitable places for the 
children. Boys under 14 years of age are indentured until they are 18; 
those over 14 for a period of four years. Girls are indentured until 1 8 years 
of age. 

There is no officer employed whose special duty it is to provide situations 
for the inmates, who are entitled to their discharge. ' Some of those inden- 
tured are visited occasionally by the superintendents and matrons in vaca- 
tion, to ascertain their condition and treatment. 

The following statement will exhibit the number of officers and employees 
required, and also their compensations, respectively, in the white and col- 
ored departments : 
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WHITE DEPARTMENT. 



Superintendent $2,500 00 

Assistant superintendent 1,200 00 

Prefect t 800 00 

Two ass't prefects at fopO, each.. 1,000 00 
Matron of small boys and teach- 
er of boys' school 250 00 

Five female teachers at f 300 1, 500 00 

Matron of girls' department...... 400 00 

Ass't matron do 360 00 

Teacher of girls' school 300 00 

Assistant teacher of girls' school, 250 00 

Physician, (employed,) 100 00 

Gate-keeper 300 00 

Watchman 400 00 

Engineer 1, 100 00 



Assistant engineer 

Baker i 

Assistant baker ;... ........... 

Coachman • 

Gardener . .._. 

Cook...- 

Assistant cook_ ........... 

Laundress , 

Female in charge of boys' dor- 
mitories 

Nurse. 

Carpenter 

Book-keeper 



1480 00 
700 00 

468 00 
410 00 

469 00 
208 40 
156 00 
156 00 

208 00 

250 00 

720 00 

1,200 Of 

15,885 00 



COLORED DEPARTMENT. 



Superintendent.... >1,750 00 

Assistant superintendent 800 00 

Two female teachers at |300 600 00 

Matron of girls' department 350 00 

Assistant matron and teacher.... 290 00 

Physician 100 00 

Engineer and gate-keeper 300 00 



Watchman and gardener $300 00 

~ * 180 00 

„.. 180 00 

216 00 

5,066 00 



Cook. 
Laundress 
Nurse. 



Officers and employees of white department $15, 885 00 

Officers and employees of colored department 5, 06G 00 

20,951 00 

In the year 1869 the receipts of the House of Refuge, derived from ap 
propriations by the State and city, labor of inmates, donations and sub- 
scriptions, amounted to $89,183 52 ; and during the same period the ex- 
penditures were $89, $32 67. 

The cost of maintaining each inmate for the year 1869, including all ex- 
penses, except improvements of a permanent, character, was $126 69; 
deduct the earnings of the inmates, $24,570 15, reduces it to $84 98; or, 
white department, cost per capita^ $116 26, less the labor, $20,899 79, 
makes the net cost, $71 89. Colored department, cost per capita $168 33, 
less the earnings, $3,67C 36, the net cost would be $137 22. The differ- 
ence in cost of these departments is probably due to the smaller number of 
inmates in the colored, as compared with the white department, being, in 
their average number, as 471 to 118. 

The classification of the inmates is based upon age and character. All 
over 15 are assigned to the B division, and those under, to the A. If one 
under 15 should be an unfit associate for the pupils of division A, he is 
placed in division B, and if one over 15 should be of about the same moral 
grade as the pupils of the A division, he is placed with! them. The present 
classification being the best permitted by the arrangement of the buildings 
and grounds. The system pursued is known as the congregate system. 
As at present situated it is impracticable to adopt the family system, or 
any classification that will secure most of its advantages. The apportion- 
ment of time to rest, schooling, devotional exercises, work and recreation, 
is as follows : 
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From From 

Nov. 1 to April 1. April 1 to Nov. 1. 

At rest in dormitories 9A hours. 9 hours. 

Devotional exercises £ u £ " 

Work 5 56 " 1 " 

School 3f " 3 " 

At meals, washing and dressing 2 1-6" 2 5-12 " 

Recess ..♦ 2± u 2£ " 



24 « 24 



There is no chaplain connected with the institution. The devotional 
exercises consist in family worship in the chapel every morning and even- 
ing, and on Sunday Sabbath school instruction and religious services in 
the chapel by clergymen and others, forenoon and afternoon. The rest of 
the day is devoted to reading. 

The branches of education taught are reading, writing, arithmetic, gram- 
mar, geography and history. ,The experience of this institution respecting 
the employment of female teachers in the boys' school is of only a few 
months' duration ; but they have already given evidence that they exert 
a much better moral influence over their pupils, and have proved them- 
selves to be more efficient teachers and disciplinarians than the former male 
teachers. 

Yocal music is also taught to some extent, and is regarded as an auxiliary 
in the work of reformation. 

There is a library of well-selected books for the officers and children in 
the white department. The officers' library numbers some 300 volumes. 
The children's library contains about 1,800 volumes, the books being of a 
biographical, historical and miscellaneous character, selected as entertain- 
ing and instructive. 

In the colored department they have about 50 volumes, as the nucleus of 
a library for the officers. The children's library contains about 900 vol- 
umes, biographical, historical, moral and religious in character. 

The industrial education of the inmates is regarded, in this institution, 
as one of the most important agencies in promoting reformation. 

They are engaged in the manufacture of brushes, shoes, match boxes, 
umbrella stretchers and blacksmithing. The contract system of employ- 
ment exists in this institution, and the managers do not, as yet, see any ne- 
cessity for departing from it. The children are employed by responsible 
parties to labor during the summer season seven hours, aird during the 
winter season six hours per day, with an intermission of ten minutes. The 
committee of employment has special charge of the labor department, and 
no workmen are employed unless they are of a good moral character, and 
whose conduct is, in all respects, satisfactory to the superintendent. None 
but moderate tasks are permitted to be imposed. The children labor 
cheerfully, and many of them make several dollars each week for them- 
selves, as overwork. A number who have been discharged from the insti- 
tution are working as journeymen, and are receiving very liberal wages. 

In the smith shop twenty-five cents per day is the charge for labor ; in 
the other shops twenty cents. No difficulty is experienced in procuring 
employment for the children. 

In regard to recreations and amusements, it is important that a liberal 
portion of time should be allowed for those pui poses in the division of 
time; they are given two and one-quarter hours for recreation daily, and 
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in addition to this, if they should finish their tasks within the allotted 
time for labor, they are permitted to go into the yards to play. Many 
avail themselves of this privilege and realize daily several additional hours 
for healthful recreation. 

They amuse themselves with various games, such as children in the s( out- 
side world " engage in, and haVe, as with them, their periodical plays, such 
as kite flying, marble playing, Ac. 

The punishments and restraints inflicted are restriction in diet* depriva- 
tion of play, loss of grade, oonflnement, and in obdurate cases, when all 
other means have failed, moderate corporal punishment. 

The white boys are clothed in winter in comfortable woolen garments, 
with gray military caps, shoes and stockings, with an extra suit for Sunday. 

The colored boys have pants and jackets of heavy woolen kersey, red 
flannel undershirt with striped overshirt, long stockings, brogan shoes and 
semi-military caps, with white collars and neck-ties for Sunday and all 
seasons. 

In summer the white boys wear clothing, partly wool and cotton, and 
are furnished with straw hats. 

The colored boys have suits of Kentucky jean, striped shirts, brogan 
shoes and semi-military caps. 

The white girls are clothed in calico dresses, flannel skirts, boots and 
cotton stockings, brown muslin underclothes and collars for the summer. 
Colored girls in gingham dresses and aprons, balmoral and denim skirts, 
boots and cotton stockings, brown muslin underclothes and collars. In 
the winter season the white girls have flannel dresses, aprons, collars, 
flannel skirts, brown muslin underclothes, cotton stockings and boots* The 
colored girls have denim and woolen plaid dresses, aprons, collars, flannel 
skirts, brown unbleached muslin underclothes, cotton stockings and boots. 

In the laundry the arrangements consist of tubs permanently fixed, sup- 
plied with hot and cold water. There are also two large wooden vessels 
into which steam is introduced, for boiling the clothes. Connected with the 
laundry is a drying room, heated by steam. The washing is done by the 
#irls, with wash-boards. 

The inmates are required to change their underclothes twice a week, and 
the sheets are washed once a week. The material filling the bed cases is 
renewed as often as is requisite. The cooking for the inmates is done by 
steam. The diet consists of bread and coffee for breakfast, beans, barley 
or rice soup, with meat, potatoes and bread for dinner. Vegetables are 
freely given — onions, cabbage, beets, Ac. ; mush and molasses twice a 
week for supper, and bread and coffee four times a week ; Dutch cake and 
coffee for Sabbath evening supper. The advice of the physician is taken 
in regard to the diet. 

The bathing accommodations, as stated in the description of the build- 
ings, consist of separate bath tubs for the girls, and three large pools of 
water for the boys. Each of the inmates is required, in the warm weather, 
to bathe daily, and in the cold season to wash their bodies thoroughly twice 
a week. 

There is no resident physician attached to the institution. Two physi- 
cians, elected by the managers, attend upon the inmates. One is on duty 
whenever needed, but visits the institution regularly, twice a week. A 
medical record is kept of all cases of sickness, injury or death. During 
the past ten years but 40 deaths have occurred, viz : 15 white and IT col- 
ored boys ; 4 white and 4 colored girls. Of the 21 colored deaths, 19 were 
caused by tubercular disease of the lungs, brain or bowels. 

In the year 1869, with a population of 990, or an average number of 581, 
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there were bat three deaths, two of these in a whits population of 789, or 
an average number of 471 ; and one in a colored population of 201, or an 
average number of 118. The most prevalent diseases are affections of the 
eyes, skin diseases among the white, and scrofula among the colored. 

The following tables will show for what offences the inmates were com- 
mitted yearly for the past ten years, with their age, sex, color, place of 
nativity, and by what authority committed. Also, the number committed 
per annum, from the several counties, respectively, for the past ten years, 
with their color, sex and education ; also, the number and to whom the in* 
mates, during the past ten years, were indentured : 
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Statement exhibiting the number, and to whom the inmates, during the 
the past ten years^ were indentured. 



Augermaker 3 

Awl blade manufacturer 1 

Baker 18 

Barber,. (1 white, 34 colored,) 85 

Blacksmith 26 

Boatman 1 

Boilermaker 1 

Boltmaker 3 

Brushmaker 11 

Bricklayer 4 

Brickmaker *... 2 

Butcher 9 

Buttonmaker 2 

Cabinetmaker 6 

Carpenter 6 

Carriagemaker 1 

Carver 1 

Caterer, (all colored,) 50 

Chairmaker. & 

Chandler 1 

Clockmaker 1 

Clothier 2 

Coachmaker 1 

Confectioner 1 

Contractor 1 

Cooper 2 

Druggist 1 

Dyer 2 

Engineer 1 

Express agent 1 

Farmer, (659 white, 266 colored,) .. 925 

Gardener 4 

Grocer. 6 

Harnessmaker 1 

Hatter 1 

Iron keeper 1 

Jeweller 1 

Loom maker 2 

Machinist 9 



Marble cutter 

Mason 

Manufacturer 

Merchant 

Milkman 

Miller 

Morrocco dresser 

Moulder 

Nailer 

Painter 

Paper banger 

Physician 

Plate printer 

Pilot . 

Plasterer 

Plumber 

Potter 

Printer 

Provision dealer 

Bopetnaker 

Sadler 

Sailor 

Sculptor 

Shoemaker, (62 white, 24 colored,) 

Ship carpenter. 

Stone cutter 

Tailor, (10 white, 2 colored,) 

Tanner 

Tinsmith 

Tobacconist , 

Undertaker, (I white, 2 colored,) .. 

Upholsterer, (all colored,) „ 

Weaver 

Wheelwright 

Wood turner 

Wire worker 



1 
86 
1 
3 
12 
2 
6 
5 
3 
2 
4 
4 
1 
1 



Total 1, -33 



Whole number of boj's indentured 1,333, viz : 953 white and 380 colored. 
Daring the same period there were 583 girls, namely: 417 white and 166 
colored, apprenticed to learn housewifery. 

Total for ten years of white and colored inmates indentured, 1,916. 

During the last ten years there were committed to this institution, (white 
and colored department,) 3,976 children, viz: 2,370 white and 549 colored 
boys; 818 white and 239 colored girls. Of the 3,188 white children re- 
ceived, 963 were illiterate, 344 could read only, and 1,881 could read and 
write. Of the 788 colored children, 542 were illiterate, 185 could read only, 
and 61 could read and write. Of these 3,976 children, 2,769 were born in 
Pennsylvania, 573 in other parts of the United States, and the birth-places 
of 201 were unknown, and 433 were foreigners. 

Boys sent from counties other than Philadelphia are generally older than 
those received from that county; they are frequently nineteen and twenty 
years of age. This fact, however, is concealed from the courts that they 
may avoid being committed to the penitentiary. Their average age is 15^ 
years. The average age of the girls received is about the same as those 
from the city. Their education is generally very imperfect, many of them 
being ignorant of the alphabet, and a large proportion unable to read or 
write. 

The authorities of this Refuge have stated that two-thirds of those com- 
mitted become respectable members of society, a very small proportion 
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being returned to the institution, either upon complaint of parents or 
masters. 

As regards the Parental Relations. — Of the 3,534 children received into 
the white department during the last ten years, (including re-commitments,) 
426 had lost both parents, 916 their fathers, 581 had lost their mothers, 
making 1 ,923 who had lost one parent or both parents by death. The bal- 
ance, 1,61 1, had both parents living on entering the institution. Only 1,364 
or 38.59 per cent, of these children were of American parentage. 

On December 31, 1869, there was in the white department 324 boys and 
92 girls ; in the colored department 85 boys and 38 girls ; total 409 boys, 
130 girls. On June 1, 1870, there were in the- white department 320 boys 
and 81 girls; in the colored department 92 boys and 44 girls; total 412 
boys and 125 girls. 

The measures now being taken to relieve the crowded condition of this 
Refuge, by the erection of buildings on the lot north of the institution, at 
an estimated cost of $150,000, for the use of the white juvenile female delin- 
quents, will have the effect of removing the girls from the present building 
and give additional room for the boys, thus enabling the managers to secure 
a better classification, which is considered the chief merit of the " family 
system." 

HOUSE Or REFUGE OF WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA. 

The House of Refuge of Western Pennsylvania was incorporated April 
22, 1850. It is located in Allegheny city, Allegheny county, and its ob- 
ject is the employment and reformation of juvenile delinquents. 

It was dedicated with appropriate ceremonies, on Wectaesday, the 13th 
of December, 1854, when the Hon. William Wilkins delivered an oration 
of peculiar appropriateness and eloquence on the subject of an event so 
auspicious of hopeful expectation for humanity, as the opening Of the 
House of Refuge of Western Pennsylvania. 

On the 15th day of December, of the same year, the first inmate, a white 
male, 10 years of age, was received. 

There are about thirteen acres of ground connected with the institution, 
the original cost of which was $10,000. The space not occupied by the 
buildings is used for yard and play ground for the inmates ; also, for vege- 
table garden and ornamental grounds. 

The main building presents a front of 310 feet in length, composed of a 
central building and wings, with towers at the ends of the wings. The 
central building and wings are four stories high. The first story of the cen- 
tral building is 13 feet in height, and the second, third and fourth stories 
are each 12 feet high. The first, second and fourth stories are used by the 
officers of the institution ; the third story is used, in part, as infirmaries 
for the boys. The left wing contains 96 cells or dormitories, two work 
rooms and two rooms for infirmaries, all for the girls' use. The work rooms 
and infirmaries are each 30 by 26 feet. The right wing contains 132 cells 
or dormitories for the boys, making in all cells or dormitories for 228 boys 
and girls. The cells are 6 feet wide by 8 feet long and 9 feet high, all 
Made fire proof, with floors resting on brick arching, and doors lined with 
sheet iron, hung to frames of cast iron. 

A building carried back at right angles to the girls' wing contains thei r 
dining room, 45 by 19 feet, the kitchfen, 25 by 19, the wash-house,, 20 by 19, 
the drying room, 15 by 19 feet. 

A second story over their dining room contains the girls' school room, 
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45 .by 19 feet, and store room, 25 by 19. A basement room under their 
kitchen forms their bath rooms. 

Another building, carried back at right angles, in rear of the central 
building, contains boys' dining room, 60 by 28 feet, a bakery and room for 
small engine. A basement room under the boys' dining room forms their 
bath room. A second story over this building contains the chapel, 60 by 
29 feet and 20 feet high, with a gallery for the girls, and a reading room, 
45 by 29 feet. Another building, 100 feet long and 32 feet wide, contains 
the boys' work shops. It is connected with the building in rear of the 
central, and runs parallel with the right wing. A second story contains 
the boys' school room, and in rear of this is a one-story brick building also 
containing work shops for the boys. In the rear of the left wing is a 
three-story brick building for classification of the boys, and occupied at 
present by the small boys in the institution. In the basement of this 
building are washing and bathing rooms. The first story contains a din- 
ing room, boys' assembling room and a reception room for visitors. The 
second story contains two large sleeping rooms for the inmates, two rooms 
for officers and two bath rooms and water closets. The third story has two 
large rooms, one of which is used for a school room, the other for a work 
room for the inmates. This building has an extensive play yard, and is 
entirely separated from the other part of the institution by a substantial 
wall. 

The basement walls of all the buildings are of stone, above which all 
walls and partitions are of brick, the whole covered with slate. The build- 
ings are enclosed within a space 500 feet long on the river, by 350 feet 
wide, by a stone wall, 20 feet high, 4 feet thick at the base and 2 feet at 
the top. 

On the river bank is situated a one-story brick building, in which is an 
engine, with four boilers sufficient to create steam for cooking, heating and 
pumping water for the use of the house. Within a few feet of this is a 
one-story brick building, in which is the necessary apparatus for making 
and purifying gas, with which the house is lighted. Just beyond, and to 
the left of the enclosure, and connected with the girls' yard by a passage 
way, is a three-story brick building erected for a private residence, but 
purchased for the purposes of the institution, and is used at present for 
the classification of the girls. The first story contains a reception room, 
officers' room and work room ; the second story a school room, and sleep- 
ing apartments ; the third story, spare rooms and ware room ; in the base- 
ment, dining and cooking apartments. 

The contract price for the erection of the original building was $62,500. 
Other buildings mentioned in the above plan, have been erected at various 
times, making the whole cost of buildings alone $150,000. This amount 
was received from the following sources : two appropriations by the State, 
$40,000 ; individual subscriptions, $30,000 ; subscriptions by some of the 
western counties, as follows ; Allegheny, $10,000; Fayette, $2,500; Beaver, 
$2,500 ; Lawrence, $2,500 ; Armstrong, $'2,500 ; Washington, $2,500 ; Erie, 
$2,500 ; Crawford, $1,500. The balance has been received at various times 
from the State. 

The estimated value of the land is $130,000. It is difficult to say what 
the buildings are worth ; the whole property has been estimated as worth 
$250,000. The personal property is estimated at $50,000. 

The buildings are heated by steam, and lighted by gas, which is manu- 
factured on the premises. There is an extensive sewerage, with outlets to 
the river. An abundant supply of water is obtained from the river, which 
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is pumped, by a steam engine, to an elevated reservoir. There are also 
three never failing wells on the premises. 

There are 132 dormitories in the male department and 92 in the female 
department. The rooms are lighted and ventilated by means of a window, 
and by an aperture at the top of the door. The family buildings or houses, 
as they are called, have large rooms containing several beds, and are ven- 
tilated by windows and patent ventilators. 

For the extinguishment of fires there are two fire plugs, one in each 
yard, and a steam engine for the purpose of pumping water from the river; 
and every part of the building can be reached with the hose, having the ad- 
vantage of a never failing supply of water. The apparatus is always in 
order and ready for use. The children's dormitories are very nearly fire- 
proof, and in each of the halls in which they are located there are seven 
large doors, and the inmates could be let out much quicker and easier than 
the families in most private dwellings. The present buildings will accom- 
modate 300 inmates. 

There were admitted into the institution, from the reception of the first 
inmate, December 15, 1854, to December 28, 1869, 1,567 boys, 616 girls; 
total, 2,183. 



ADMISSIONS AND DISCHARGES. 



Committed by court or magistrate, 

Returned by master , 

Returned voluntarily 

Arrested and returned 

Total committed and returned.... 

Discharged by indenture 

Returned to friends 

Returned to master 

Returned to court 

Discharged definitely 

Discharged as unfit subjects 

Discharged by age 

Discharged by parole , 

Removed to almshouse 

Removed to city farm 

Removed to hospital 

Escaped 

Died 

Total discharged 

Remaining on December 28, 1869... 



White. 



Boys. 



1,349 
69 
39 
31 

301 

209 

1 

5 

97 

80 

6 

542 

17 

8 

2 

64 

26 



1,488 



1,858 



130 



Girls. 



49) 

65 

2L 

6 

193 
68 



582 



3 
20 
38 

8 
193 

1 



535 

47 



Colored. 



Boys. 



76 
2 



1 
— 79 

7 

1 

"i 
n 

5 



18 
2 



7 
— 52 

27 



— 34 
5 



Girls. 



29 
4 
1 



• 3 

— 20 

14 



Note.— No distinction of color was made in the records of the institution of the re- 
ception or discharge of inmates previous to 1864. 
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Colored hoys and girls 
received 
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H 

H 



H 

M 

M 
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Ret'd voluntarily, 
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Number,, 



Average age.. 
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The act of incorporation of March 22, 1850, gives authority to the board 
of managers of the House of Refuge for Western Pennsylvania similar to 
that granted by the act of incorporation of March 23, 1826, to the managers 
of the Philadelphia House of Refuge, in regard to such children as may be 
committed to their guardianship ; and also by an act of January 31, 1855, 
their power and charge were extended, in the case of females, who on their 
admission may be sixteen years of age, to the age of twenty-one. It will 
be seen by an examination of these acts that the minimum age at which 
inmates are received is not stated, and accordingly an examination of the 
records of the House of Refuge for Western Pennsylvania discloses the 
fact that one child was received at the age of three years, two have been 
received at four years, and eleven others have been admitted under the age 
of seven years. 

The management of the institution is vested in a board of twenty-six 
managers, sixteen 6f whom are elected annually by the subscribers and ten 
are appointed by the commissioners of those counties which subscribed two 
thousand five hundred dollars or upwards when the institution was organ- 
ized. There are certain committees appointed by the board which have 
charge of the various departments of the house, viz : An executive com- 
mittee, which meets weekly, and which has the general control of the in- 
terests of the institution, and which reports quarterly to the board of mana- 
gers ; a committee on supplies, which has charge of the expenditures ; a 
committee on indenture, which attends to the discharge of inmates and of 
procuring suitable homes for those who are apprenticed ; a committee on 
grounds and repairs, which has charge of the building and premises ; a 
committee on industry, to which is assigned the industrial interests of the 
institution ; a committee on instruction, which has care of the schools ; a 
finance committee and a visiting committee, which visit the house weekly 
or ofbener, and report to the executive committee on all subjects connected 
with the operations of the institution. 

The age until which children are indentured depends on the age of the 
child when apprenticed. It is not thought desirable to indenture the boys 
for any term of time over their eighteenth year, unless they are apprenticed 
to a regular mechanical trade. Thus, when a boy is sent to work on a farm 
the time is limited, with the intention of giving him an opportunity to learn 
some trade after he is eighteen years of age, should he be so disposed ; if 
not he can continue to work on the farm, at wages. The girls are usually 
indentured until they are eighteen, but if they are beyond that age when 
they leave the institution then their time of indenture is extended until 
they are twenty-one. 

There is no officer employed to provide situations for such inmates as are 
entitled to their discharge, and to' keep informed in regard to the well being 
of those who have been apprenticed from time to time ; however, an effort 
is made to supply this deficiency by sending parties out to visit the chil- 
dren. The want of the labors of such an officer is, (says the superintend- 
ent,) a great source of sorrow and anxiety. However well we may do the 
work of reformation in the institution, it must be carried out and finished 
outside of our walls ; hence, not only must the children be provided with 
suitable homes, but the institution must follow them to these homes, not 
simply to extend to them its protecting care, but to counsel them, to watch 
over them, to encourage them and to sympathize with them. It is only 
thus that we can insure thorough and permanent reformation. Without this 
our labor is often in vain, and all our care in the institution is useless. 

The following is a statement, in detail, cf the receipts and expenditures 
for the year 1869 : 
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RECEIPTS. 

For salaries $13, 500 00 

For repairs 7,375 00 

Received from Allegheny county 21 , 613 16 

Received from western counties 10, 797 95 

Received from labor account 1, 978 32 

Received from loan account 16, 658 67 

Received from fire insurance account 7, 604 45 

Received from old boilers .... 800 00 

$80,327 55 

EXPENDITURES. 

Salaries of officers $13, 661 12 

Repairs and improvements 6, 582 45 

Supplies 28, 166 82 

Expenses.. 3, 929 10 ' 

Insurance 1, 674 56 

Interest 883 00 

Re-building 1, 973 80 

Loans 20, 598 21 

77,469 06 

Balance in treasury 2,858 49 

The annual cost of maintaining each inmate for the year 1869, including 
all expenses, except improvements of a permanent character, was $185 31 ; 
deduct the earnings of the inmates, $1,987 32, reduces it to $176 11. 

The following is a list of the officers and employees of the institution, 
with their salaries and wages : 

MALE OFFICERS. 

Superintendent in charge, (with furnished apartments,) $1, 500 00 

Assistant superintendent and principal teacher , 600 00 

Physician 300 00 

Clerk, librarian and teacher 500 00 

Yard officer 500 00 

FEMALE OFFICERS. 

Teacher in boys' home, in charge 300 00 

Teacher in boys' home and organist 300 00 

Teacher in male department * . . 250 00 

Matron in charge of female department 450 00 

Assistant matron in charge of sewing department 250 00 

Principal teacher of female department, and in charge of boys' 

dining room 300 08 

Assistant teacher of female department, and in charge of main 

building 250 00 

Teacher in girls' home, in charge 250 00 

Teacher in girls' home, in charge 250 00 

Nurse, male and female department 250 00 

Housekeeper in charge of kitchen 250 00 

Assistant housekeeper in charge of laundry ; . . 250 00 

Officers in charge of boys' dormitories and school rooms 250 00 

Carried forward 7, 000 00 
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Amount brought forward $7, 000 00 

EMPLOYEES. 

Engineer 900 00 

Assistant engineer and machinist 800 00 

Fireman 730 00 

Gardener and messenger 450 00 

Baker and watchman * 850 00 

Overseer shoe shop and watchman 900 00 

Carpenter , 780 00 



12,410 00 



The male inmates of this institution are divided into two departments, 
each having separate buildings, yards and room?. One of these depart- 
ments is called the boys' home, and is occupied by the small boys. The 
female inmates are also divided into two classes, with separate buildings 
and yards. 

This classification is entirely on moral grounds, and is made to prevent 
contamination from association with older and more depraved inmates. It 
is thought to be the best that is practicable at present. The buildings are 
not adapted for a more extended classification. Both the congregate and 
family system are thus pursued to a limited extent. The girls' and boys' 
homes are actually two buildings, in which all the features of the family 
system are adopted and its advantages secured. With the present build- 
ings the family system could not be exclusively adopted, and after years of 
experience, the two systems united seem to be preferable, such as is pur- 
sued in this institution and so far with the best results. 

When an inmate enters the house he is given the advantage of the con- 
gregate system, with its strict and thorough discipline, its watchful super- 
vision, its unwavering periodicity, and at a later period, when better able 
to govern himself, he is afforded the privileges of the family system. 

The division of time for sleep, devotional exercises, work, school, meals 
and recreation is as follows : 

For sleep, 9 hours ; devotion, 1 hour ; work, 6| hours ; school, 4 hours ; 
meals, l£ hours; recreation, 2 hours; total, 24 hours. 

There is no regularly appointed chaplain connected with the institution. 
The superintendent performs the duties, assisted by clergymen from the 
cities and vicinity. Daily morning and evening devotion is held, at which 
all the inmates and officers are present ; a Sabbath school on Sunday morn- 
ing, which is in session two hours ; a regular morning service is held in the 
chapel at 10 o'clock ; afternoon service at 3 o'clock; also devotional exer- 
cises in the school rooms in the evening. 

The children are instructed in the usual branches of an English educa- 
tion, such as are taught in the common schools. With the exception of the 
large boys, who for various reasons require a male teacher, experience shows 
that female teachers are most successful in the schools ; but it should be 
borne in mind, however, that there are no teachers in the institution whose 
duties are simply those of the school room. The time devoted to school 
(four hours) is but a small part of the fifteen hours in which the teachers 
are employed. The teachers are all officers, and are employed to perform 
important services exclusive of that of teaching ; hence these duties often 
decide the question of the employment of males or females without refer- 
ence to the school. 

Vocal and instrumental music is taught and has awakened influence for 
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good; as reformatory agents they. soften and humanize the asperities of a 
life which is often rendered cheerless by the unvarying monotony of a rigid 
system. Music promotes cheerfulness ; cheerfulness is as necessary to moral 
expansion and growth as the sunlight is to growth in the natural world. 
Where sullenness and discontent prevail, in an institution like this, there 
can be no permanent reformation in morals or habits. 

There is no library for officers, but there is a well selected library for the 
boys, containing 1,287 volumes, historical, miscellaneous and instructive. 
The girls' library contains 380 volumes. These books have been selected 
with great care, and are admirably adapted to the wants of the children of 
ail ages. 

The inmates are engaged in the manufacture of whips, brooms and shoes. 
The contract system has been pursued since the opening of the institution. 
The contract specifies the number of hours of employment. In all other 
respects the inmates are entirely at the disposal of the institution, and they 
may be taken out or put icto the shops as the superintendent may think 
advisable for the best interests of the children. The amount paid for their 
labor is twenty-five cents per day. Thus far, from various causes, especially 
the want of capital of those engaged in the business, the shops have often 
been closed, and the revenue derived has been much less than otherwise 
would have been received. The great object to be attained from any sys- 
tem of labor, in these juvenile reformatories, is the formation of habits of 
industry, without which little good can be accomplished. The frequent 
closing of the shops has been very unfortunate, and the system of labor in 
consequence has often failed in accomplishing the desired results. For two 
years past the shops have been very steadily in operation. 

The superintendent of this institution is decidedly opposed to the con- 
tract system of labor in juvenile reformatory institutions, believing it in- 
terferes with the discipline and the judicious employment of the time of the 
inmates, which should always be at the disposal of the government of the 
refuge. It subjects the inmates to the control of improper parties, who are 
often utterly unfitted, intellectually and morally, to take the charge of chil- 
dren, and whose only object is to make as much from their tabor as possible. 

The usual out-door plays and games are permitted in the yards, the offi- 
cers doing all they can to encourage cheerful and vigorous play. Balls, 
marbles, kites, jumping ropes, &c, &c, are bought for the children. In 
the winter sleds and skates are freely introduced. Play not only promotes 
health but prevents the opportunity for idle talk and secret conversation, 
which are too often made the active means of contamination. A reading 
room, abundantly supplied with magazines, newspapers, games, checkers, 
chess, &c, is open to those who prefer to spend their leisure hours in read- 
ing or other quiet amusements. 

The boys are furnished with two suits of clothes, made of blue jeans, and 
lined with heavy muslin. One suit is used for every day purposes and the 
other for Sunday. They are also furnished with two pairs of heavy shoes 
and thick stockings. The girls are furnished with three dresses, all of 
flannel ; one of these dresses i9 for work, one for school, and one for Sun- 
day. They have suitable skirts, drawers, under-garments and two pairs of 
shoes. In summer the clothing of both sexes varies from that of the win- 
ter, only in being of a lighter material. 

The washing is done by means of steam washing machines, and the dry- 
ing room is furnished with an excellent arrangement of pipes, by which 
means the clothes can be dried by steam in a very short time. The chil- 
dren are required to change their under-clothes on Saturday of each week. 
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The food is mostly cooked by steam, though there is abundant means for 
baking and roasting in large ovens and ranges. 

The sheets are washed once in each week, and the straw with which the 
beds are filled is regularly changed once in six weeks, and in some instances 
much more frequently. 

The following daily bill of fare was adopted by the board for the year. 
The quantity of meat and the variety of the vegetables are varied to suit 
the season. The physician is consulted from time to time in regard to the 
diet. During the summer the table is furnished with corn, tomatoes and 
other garden vegetables, which are raised on the premises; also apples 
from the orchard. 

bill or FARE. 

Monday. — Breakfast, bread, potatoes, coffee ; dinner, bread, boiled fresh 
meat; potatoes, turnips ; supper, bread, molasses or butter and tea. 

Tuesday. — Breakfast, bread, salt fish, potatoes and coffee ; dinner, bread, 
baked beans and pork ; supper, bread, molasses or batter and tea. 

Wednesday. — Breakfast, bread, molasses and coffee ; dinner, bread, boiled 
salt meat, potatoes, cabbage ; supper, bread, molasses or butter and tea. 

Thursday. — Breakfast, bread, bacon or pork, potatoes, coffee; dinner, 
bread, meat and vegetable soup ; supper, bread, molasses or butter and tea. 

Friday. — Breakfast, bread, potatoes, coffee; dinner, bread, boiled salt 
fish, potatoes, beets ; supper, bread, molasses or butter and tea. 

Saturday. — Breakfast, bread, bacon or pork, potatoes, coffee; dinner, 
bread, bean soup, boiled pork ; supper, bread, molasses or butter and tea. 

Sunday — Bread, or rice and molasses, coffee ; dinner, bread, cold baked 
meat, potatoes, turnips ; supper, bread, molasses or butter, gingerbread and 
tea. 

For bathing accommodations there is a large pool, 38 by 10, and 4£ feet 
deep, in the bath room, sufficiently large to accommodate fifty boys at one 
time, and which is deep enough to allow them facilities for swimming, al- 
though it is perfectly safe. They have also abundance of tubs and all the 
means necessary for bathing in both departments. Every inmate is required 
to bathe on Saturday afternoon of each week. 

There is no resident physician, but they have a regularly appointed phy- 
sician, who visits the house once a day, and oftener if necessary. A medi- 
cal record is carefully kept by the physician, and is regularly examined by 
the superintendent. All cases of sickness, injury and death are recorded 
and dulj- reported to the board. 

The most prevalent disease is consumption, arising from a scrofulous 
tendency in the children, and from privation and neglect before entering 
the institution. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOARD OP PUBLIC CHARITIES. 



63 



NECROLOGICAL TABLE. 

Exhibiting the number who have died in each year since the opening of the 
institution, with their age % sex, color and cause of fatal result. 





AGE, SEX AND COLOR. 


CAUSE OP DEATH. 
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The managers of this institution claim that their records conclusively 
show that seventy-five per cent, of the boys are reformed and do well, be- 
coming respectable and useful members of the community. The record of 
the girls is not so favorable, rather more than fifty per cent., however, are 
reformed and do well, and about five per cent, are returned to the institution. 

They are sometimes re-committed by court or magistrate ; oftener, how- 
ever they are returned by parents or masters for disobedience or incorri- 
gibility. Sometimes they come back themselves for some cause of dissat- 
isfaction ; not uufrtquently because they feel that their situation is exerting 
an unfavorable influence upon their future life. 

In regard to the parental relation of children received, 139 had both pa- 
rents living; 405 had fathers only, and 681 had mothers only. 

During the last ten years 1,213 children were committed for the first time, 
(the returned not included,) viz : 839 white and 10 colored boys ; 215 white 
and 29 colored girls. They were committed as follows : By the courts, 115 ; 
by magistrates, 1,038. 

Of this number, (1,213,) 845 were born in Pennsylvania, 192 in other 
parts of the United States, 1 13 were foreigners, and the birth-places of 60 
were unknown. 

As regards their education, 436 were illiterate ; 428 could read only ; 349 
were able to read and write. x 

On December 28, 1869, there were in the institution 130 white and 21 
colored boys, 41 white and 14 colored girls; and on June 1, 1810, there 
were 134 white and 22 colored boys, 48 white and 9 colored girls. 

The following tables will show for what offences the inmates were com- 
mitted for the last ten years, with their sex, color, place of nativity, by 
what authority committed, and their offences ; also, the number received 
per annum from the several counties and their education, &c: 
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Statement exhibiting the number and to whom the inmates during the past 
ten years were indentured. 



TRADE. 


White. 


Colored. 


Total. 


Farmers 
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Total ., 


169 


7 


178 



Whole number of boys indentured 176, viz: 169 white and 7 colored. 
During the same period there were 198 girls, viz : 193 white and 5 colored, 
apprenticed to learn housewifery. 

Total for ten years of white and colored inmates indentured, 374. 

In conclusion, it is believed by the superintendent, that the efficiency and 
usefulness of reform schools would be improved by changing their location 
to the country. The opportunity would then be afforded the children of out- 
door labor upon a farm. They would be more cheerful, healthy and con- 
tented. It is believed they would become partial to country life, and thus 
be induced to leave the cities and thronged communities, and engage ia 
rural pursuits. And, further, that once removed from their present locality, 
they should be relieved from the high walls, bars and bolts, and prison ap- 
pliances of the institution, which are really of no practical utility, and 
which tend to destroy, at the very outset, that trust and confidence which 
it is highly necessary to cultivate. Again, it is believed that the contract 
system of labor should be abolished, as it is not remunerative, and is, in 
the highest degree, pernicious and demoralizing in its effects upon the 
children. 

Also, that a separate institution should be established for the girls, as 
when both departments are in the same institution, the entire domestic 
labor falls upon the females, as is the case here, and there is so much to do 
that it is a sort of domestic slavery, requiring the constant effort of officers 
and girls to accomplish it In the midst of so much work and hurry there 
is too little time to attend to the moral instruction of the females, and much 
that is important must necessarily give place to this continued round of 
work. 

I. PENNSYLVANIA STATE LUNATIC HOSPITAL, HAEEISBURG. 

The establishment of a hospital for the relief of the insane poor of the 
State, claimed the attention of the benevolent and philanthropic at an early 
day. The first movement on the subject was made by citizens of Phila- 
delphia, who held miblic meetings, and adopted a memorial, which was nu- 
merously signed, and presented to the Legislature at the session of 1838-9. 
This memorial, with others from different counties, was referred to a com- 
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mittee of five members of the House of Representatives, of which Hon. 
Joseph Konigmacher was chairman. 1 

This committee presented a report, embodying a large amount of infor- 
mation relative to the condition of the insane throughout the State ; and a 
bill authorizing the erection of a State lunatic hospital was prepared and 
passed both houses, but did not receive the sanction of the Governor. 

Subsequently an act was passed, March 4, 1841, authorizing the Governor 
to appoint three commissioners, upon whom was devolved the duty of se- 
lecting a site and superintending the erection of a suitable building. The 
spot selected was on the river Schuylkill, about two miles from Gray's 
Ferry, below Philadelphia, and preparations had been made for commencing 
the erection when operations were suspended. 

The subject, however, was not permitted to rest, but was still kept before 
the public attention, until in the year 1844, Miss D. L. Dix, in the prose- 
cution of the benevolent work in which she has so long, so zealously and 
so untiringly been engaged, having visited and examined the almshouses 
and jails throughout the State, presented to the Legislature a memorial 
setting forth the condition of the insane, and earnestly urging upon the 
Legislature the necessity and duty of providing means for their treatment 
a ad proper maintenance. Acting in accordance with the suggestion thus 
made, the Legislature, in the spring of 1845, appointed Jacob M. Halde- 
man, Luther Reily, Hugh Campbell, Charles B. Trego and Joseph Konig- 
macher, commissioners for the erection of a hospital, to be located within 
two miles of the borough of Harrisburg. 

The commissioners thus appointed, not feeling themselves authorized to 
enter on the duties of their appointment until further action of the Legis- 
lature, a supplementary act was passed in the spring of 1848, appointing 
three additional commissioners, Aaron Bombaugh, John A. Weir and James 
Pox, and so modifying the original act that they were willing to enter on 
the duties assigned them. A farm of one hundred and thirty acres was 
presented for the purpose by the citizens of Dauphin county, (since the 
above was written information has been received from the treasurer of the 
commissioners, that of the whole cost of the farm, the commissioners of 
Dauphin county paid $4,500, and the citizens of said county $4,050,) and 
the work was commenced in the summer of 1848, according to a plan fur- 
nished by John Haviland, architect, of Philadelphia, to whom, also, the 
contract for the erection of the building was given. The cornerstone of 
the hospital was laid by Governor Johnston, on April t, 1849, and the build- 
ing was delivered by the architect and contractor to the commissioners on 
June 10, 1851. No suitable accommodation having been provided in the 
building thus erected for the most violent and noisy class of the patients, 
it was deemed advisable to erect such as early as practicable, and a contract 
therefor was made with Messrs. Holman and Simon, of Harrisburg. The 
work on them was commenced early in the summer of 1851, but they were 
not ready for occupancy until the summer of the following year. 

The amount of land belonging to the hospital amounts to about one 
hundred and thirty-five acres, several acres having been purchased at differ- 
ent periods to straighten out some of the lines. Of this, one hundred 
acres belong to the farm ; part only, however, being available for cultiva- 
tion, the other part being too much broken to be properly farmed ; fifteen 
acres are used for a garden, and the remainder for grounds for exercise 
around the building, for the use of the patients. 

The property cost originally about eight thousand dollars, the money . 
having been contributed by county and citizens of Dauphin county. The 
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funds for the erection of the buildings wete contributed by the Legisla- 
ture, and the original cost was about one hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

The hospital buildings consist of a centre building and wings extending 
in a lineal direction on each side, so that the whole length is six hundred 
and eighty feet. The wings are so arranged that the second projection re- 
cedes twenty feet behind the first, and the third the same distance behind 
the second, so that the second and third projections of the wings, on each 
side of the centre building, are open at both ends, which renders them light 
and cheerful, and insures, at all times, a free natural ventilation. 

The centre building is three stories above the basement or ground floor, 
and has a large Tuscan portico, with a flight of twenty steps to the main 
entrance, and is surmounted by a large dome. In the basement of the 
centre building, which is raised three steps above the ground, are, on one 
side of the entrance hall, the apartments for the steward, and on the other, 
those for the matron. In the rear, and separated by a hail, at right angles 
to the hall of entrance, are large storerooms, formerly used as kitchens ; 
but within the last two years, the kitchens have been located in extensions 
backward, so as to make them more light and airy, and remove their heat 
from the centre building. The kitchens thus built are only of one-story. 

On the main floor of the centre building are the parlors for visitors, one 
on each side of the hall of entrance. In the rear, and separated from them 
by a cross hall, are the dining room of the superintendent, the room of one 
of the assistant physicians, and the apothecary shop, with a small room 
lately constructed, and designed as a passage to the shop, where are book- 
cases for the medical library of the hospital. 

In the second story are the apartments of the superintendent, and in the 
third is the chapel, occupying the front part of the building. In the rear 
of the chapel are a number of rooms, designed for chambers. In the attic 
are the tanks for the supply of water to the hospital proper ; four in num- 
ber, of three-sixteenth boiler iron, and capable of containing about eighteen 
thousand gallons of water. 

The wings immediately adjoining the centre, on each side, are of three 
stories, including the basement. In the basement are the accommodations 
for those employed in the kitchens and the other domestic arrangements 
of the house, and also for those engaged in out-door duties. 

The two other stories have wards for the patients. In each ward are, 
on one side of the hall, (which is ten feet wide,) a dormitory for six or eight 
beds, six single dormitories, (eight by ten feet,) an attendant's room, which 
immediately adjoins the dormitory, and a parlor. On the other side are the 
dining room, with a large closet attached, a clothing room and five rooms 
of larger size than the single rooms on the opposite side. There are iron 
stairways on each side of the hall, one at each end of the ward, and leading 
to the ground, so as to admit of free communication with either ward with- 
out disturbance of the other. 

Food is sent up to these wards by means of a dumb-waiter. Within the 
last two years an addition has been made directly in the rear of the cen- 
tral part of the wing, with one large room for an infirmary, a bath room, 
room for drying various articles and the water closets, each water closet 
having two seats and hoppers. Similar additions have been made to each 
of the other wings on both sides of the hospital. 

The second projections of each wing are of three stories, with wards in 
each story. On one side of the hall are ten single dormitories and a large 
parlor. On the other side are the associated dormitory, with the attend- 
ant's room immediately adjoining, a clothing room, two large sleeping 
rooms and the dining room. 
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At the junction of the first and second wings, and raised a story above 
them, is another ward, with one large room calculated for ten or twelve 
beds, with an attendant's room immediately adjoining, and five other rooms, 
exclusive of a bath room and water-closet. 

The third projection of each wing, intended for the most violent and 
noisy of each sex, is of two stories. Its wards are arranged on the same 
general plan with the other wards, except at the extreme end of each. In 
both stories are short halls on each side of the main hall, each with two 
rooms designed for the most noisy of each sex. Each of these wards has 
accommodations in single rooms for sixteen patients and their attendants ; 
and in each the same arrangement of an infirmary, with bath room and 
water-closet, as in the other wards. 

In all the windows in the wings the upper sash is of cast iron, glazed and 
stationary. The lower sash is wooden and made to raise, with a wrought 
iron guard opposite to it. 

It should be stated that food for the patients in the second projection has 
to be carried the whole length of the first wing on a car made for the pur- 
pose, and then sent np by a dumb-waiter. For the third projection it is 
taken on the same car, and then transferred to another, so as to avoid the 
carrying, by the females particularly. ' 

In the rear of the centre building, at a distance of fifty feet, is the build- 
ing for the bake-house, the wash-house and ironing and drying rooms ; and 
in the cellar are the boilers for generating steam for warming the hospital 
building, for cooking, for heating the water for bathing and for the laundry. 
In the attic are iron tanks for supplying the boilers and for the use of the 
wash-house. 

There is also an out-building, not far from the centre, designed for an 
out-kitchen for cooking various articles which cannot be well cooked in the 
house, a flour room and an ice-house, and under the whole a cellar ; that 
under the ice-house being used for keeping meat, milk, butter, &c, in wax m 
weather. 

The hospital buildings are warmed by steam, and lighted with gas brought 
from Harrisburg. There is only the natural ventilation by opening win- 
dows and doors. All the water-closets and bath-rooms, the kitchens and 
wash house, discharge into an eighteen inch brick sewer, which empties into 
a small stream and is then carried away. This sewer is flushed daily by 
the over-flow of the tanks conducted into it, and is thus in a great measure 
kept free. 

The water works of the hospital are on a large scale, having storage ca- 
pacity for eight hundred thousand gallons in the reservoirs, from which it 
is pumped into the buildings. The pump usually used is capable of throw- 
ing a large volume of water, even when run slowly, but there is also a 
smaller pump kept as a reserve, and as the pumping is continued during 
the whole twenty-four hours, there has been no trouble in obtaining a gup- 
ply since the present works were erected in 1856. The supply comes from 
two streams, fed by springs. 

The laundry is furnished with an eight-tub shaker washing machine, and 
the usual conveniences now found in such establishments. 

The present value of the real estate is estimated to be about two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars, and the value of the personal property is about 
twenty*five thousand dollars. 

As the hospital buildings are now arranged, two hundred patients of each 
sex can be accommodated without over-crowding. 

There are eight distinct wards for each sex, with all the conveniences ne- 
cessarv for their comfortable accommodation. 
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In connection with the pipes, by which the water is conveyed from the 
pumps to the tanks in the building, is a system of smaller pipes, to which 
are attached ten fire-plugs. The water can be run from the tanks in the 
buildings into these or pumped directly from the reservoir by the pumps, 
which can be used as steam fire engines. In addition to this there is a 
small fire engine, with several hundred feet of three-inch hose. In each 
ward is an attachment for three-quarter-inch hose. 

The stairways in the wards are all of iron, built in brick walls. There 
are no special arrangements for escape in case of fire,*snch as are usually 
termed fire-escapes. 

The hospital is under the charge of a board of nine trustees, appointed 
by the Governor and confirmed by the Senate. The board of trustees meet 
at the hospital on the second Thursday of January, April, July and Octo- 
ber, and the resident trustees visit the hospital in the intermediate period. 
No other persons have any supervision of the patients and attendants. 

The medical officers are as follows : 
Superintendent and physician, with board and apartments . . . . $2, 500 00 

Senior assistant physician, with board 800 00 

Junior assistant physician, with board 600 00 

Steward, with board and furnished apartments 600 U0 

Matron, with board and furnished apartments 350 00 

4,850 00 

At the present time the proportion of attendants to patients is about one 
attendant to ten patients. The number of male attendants is nineteen, in- 
cluding the supervisor and watchman. The wages of the supervisor are 
thirty dollars a month, and those of the attendants vary from fourteen to 
eighteen dollars per month, according to length and fidelity of service. 

The number of female attendants employed, (including a supervisor of 
the wards, a supervisor of clothing, one to attend to marking and the gen- 
eral over-sight of the clothing of the men, another to mark the women's 
clothing and to attend to visitors who wish to see through the wards and a 
watchwoman,) is twenty-four. The wages of the supervisor of the wards is 
twenty dollars per month, and that of the attendants ranges from ten to 
fourteen dollars a month, according to length and fidelity of service. 

There are eleven women employed in the kitchen and centre building, 
whose wages varies from eight to fifteen dollars per month, on the princi- 
ple stated above. There is one man in the wash house at sixteen dollars 
a month ; two bakers, one at twenty-five and the other at twenty dollars 
a month ; one engineer, in charge of the apparatus for heating and for 
keeping all the water and gas and steam pipes in order, at thirty-two dol- 
lars a month ; one fireman in summer at thirty dollars a month, and two 
firemen in winter whose collective wages amount to thirty-six dollars a 
month ; two carpenters at twenty-five dollars a month ; one coachman, to 
drive the carriage for the patients, at sixteen dollars a month ; and one 
who goes for the mails, and takes charge of the horses and carriage of the 
superintendent, at eighteen dollars a month ; two men at the water works 
to pump water, the machinery being kept running day and night, at twenty 
dollars a month each; one farmer and gardener at forty-five dollars a 
month ; an assistant gardener at twenty dollars a month ; two men on the 
farm to drive teams, haul coal and attend to the farm work generally, at 
twenty and eighteen dollars respectively ; one man who has charge of the 
cattle and pigs, attends to feeding them and assists in milking, at thirty 
dollars a month ; and one jobber who attends to a great variety of mat- 
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, ters, at eighteen dollars a month ; one tailor, who makes up and mends 
the men's clothing, at eighteen dollars a month. 

The number of white males in the hospital on December 31, 1869, was 
2 1 1 , and 1 colored male ; total, 2 12. The n timber of white females was 1 96, 
colored females, 2 ; total, 1 98 ; making the total number in the hospital, 410. 

Of this number, 410, 184 were supported by their friends, or their own 
funds, and 216 by the public authorities of the townships and counties; 
and the average weekly cost of supporting each inmate, including all ex- 
penses, except interest on cost of buildings and grounds, was four dollars 
and forty-five cents. 

The appropriations made by the State have been as follows : 

1848. For buildings $50, 000 00 

1850. For buildings 50, 000 00 

1851. For buildings 42, 110 00 

For maintenance 18, 000 00 

1852. For maintenance, salaries, wages and repairs 30, 000 00 

1853. For maintenance, salaries, wages and repairs 20, 000 00 

To purchase land to extend the northern boundary of 

the farm 600 00 

1854. For salaries, wages, maintenance and repairs 25, 000 00 

1855. For salaries, wages, maintenance and repairs 25, 000 00 

1856. For water-works, repairs to buildings, &c, &c 30, 000 00 

1857. For completion of water-works, maintenance, repairs, &c, 28,000 00 

1858. For salaries, wages and maintenance 15, 000 00 

For repairs, furniture, <fec 5, 000 00 

1859. For salaries, wages, maintenance and repairs 20, 000 00 

1860. For salaries, wages, maintenance and repairs 20, 000- 00 

1861. For maintenance 3, 000 00 

For salaries and wages 10, 000 00 

For repairs and improvements . . . . 5, 000 00 

1862. For salaries, wages, maintenance and repairs 15, 000 d0 

1863. For salaries, wages, maintenance and repairs 12, 000 00 

To effect an insurance on the buildings 3, 000 00 

1864. For salaries, wages, maintenance and repairs 12, 000 00 

1865. For salaries, wages, maintenance and repairs 12, 000 00 

For furniture 2, 000 00 

1866. For salaries, wages, maintenance and repairs. 16,000 00 

1867. For salaries, wages, maintenance and repairs 16, 000 00 

For the erection of infirmaries 10, 000 00 

1868. For salaries, wages, maintenance and repairs , 20, 000 00 

For infirmaries 10, 000 00 

1869. For salaries, wages, maintenance and repairs 20, 000 00 

For new kitchens, repairs to water-works, and other im- 
provements ; 10, 000 00 

549,710 00 

The other resources of the hospital have been from the sums paid for 
the medical attendance and board of the patients. The exact amount re- 
ceived from patients supported by their friends, and those supported by 
the public authorities, cannot be given for each year, as the accounts were 
not kept separate. The revenue of the hospital from the board of patients, 
&c, in each year, has been as follows : 
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i8e2 41,116 46 

186&.... t 46,969 96 

1864 49,533 10 

1865 51,388 64 

1866 57,596 12 

1861 65,711 49 

1868 65,579 75 

1869 71,357 42 



784,118 82 



1851 $l t 101 00 

1852 10, 885 21 

1853 19,401 14 

1854 26,803 54 

1855 31, 462 45 

1856 38,411 46 

1851 88,033 84 

1858 81,981 01 

1859 39,019 20 

1860 41,113 03 

1861 43,695 30 

It is proper to state, in this place, that by the act of Assembly, the hos- 
pital is not allowed to charge more than three dollars a week for each 
patient sent by the public authorities, and it has always beta the aim of 
the officers to keep the rate charged for private patients so low, that all 
who desire may avail themselves of the opportunity of placing their friends 
in the hospital for treatment, without being unduly burdened by the ex- 
pense ; a large number are charged the same rate with those sent by the 
public authorities, because their funds will allow them to pay only that 
much. 

The number of patients of each sex and color admitted since the open- 
ing of the hospital to December 31, 1869, with the result of their treat- 
ment, has been as follows : 
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The duration of insanity previous to admission, of each sex, so far as it 
could be ascertained, of all the patients admitted, is presented in the fol- 
lowing table : 



DURATION. 



MALES. 



FEMALES. 



TOTAL. 



Not exceeding three months 

Between three and six months. 

Between six months and one year .... 

Between one year and two years. ..... 

Between two and three ye*rs„~. ..... 

Between three and four years .*-~~.. w . 

Between four and five years. 

Between five and ten years. ......— ~~~ .. 

Between ten and fifteen years 

Between fifteen and twenty years......... 

Between twenty and thirty-fire years- 



Total.. 



592 

186 

21ft 

181 

11$ 

14 

119 

108 

20 

16 

3 



1,568 



466 

137 

176 

144 

70 

17 

64 

74 

19 

10 

6 



1,182 



1,057 

323 

S92 

886 

183 

81 

183 

182 

39 

26 

9 



2,750 



The following table will show the whole number discharged to December 
31, 1869, and how long they were under treatment: 





BEST'D. 


IMPROVED. 


STAT'NABY* 


DIED. 


WHOLE HO. 
DISCHARGED. 


PERIOD 
























OP 
TREATMENT. 


8 


2 
| 


K 
ft 
3 


i 
ft 


3 


9 

3 

ft 


K 

i 


i 


| 


5 
3 
ft 


i 






? 




f 




? 


: 


p 




f 




One month and less 


34 


9 


28 


9 


17 


16 


53 


41 


132 


75 


207 


Between land 2mos... 


35 


10 


47 


24 


21 


16 


19 


13 


122 


63 


185 


«* 2 ** 3 *' ... 


74 


61 


80 


56 


40 


27 


10 


16 


204 


160 


364 


" 3 " 4 " ... 


40 


29 


33 


27 


25 


14 


12 


5 


110 


75 


185 


*' 4 '• 6 *' 


44 


34 


32 


21 


29 


6 


9 


6 


114 


67 


181 


" 5 " 6 " ... 


30 


40 


41 


34 


42 


31 


13 


6 


126 


111 


237 


. " 6 «« 9 " ... 


39 


44 


46 


39 


55 


84 


14 


7 


154 


124 


278 


44 9 " 12 " ... 


16 


20 


86 


25 


41 


22 


22 


10 


115 


77 


192 


44 12 «• 15 4 * ... 


9 


4 


8 


4 


9 


9 


9 


4 


35 


21 


56 


44 15 * 4 18 " ... 


2 
2 


3 
2 




4 
10 


17 
34 


14 
21 


16 
13 


8 
10 


35 
52 


29 
43 


64 


" 18 " 24 " ... 


3 


95 


«* 2 " 3 years.. 


1 




4 


7 


41 


22 


13 


14 


59 


43 


102 


" 3 " 4 ♦* .. 


2 






1 


14 
16 
32 


17 
12 

18 


11 
9 
6 


8 

7 

21 


27 
25 
42 


26 
19 
39 


53 


t. 4 ** 5 " 






44 


44 5 4t 10 4 * .. 


2 




2 




81 


44 10 and upwards 












4 


4 


8 


4 


12 


16 














Total 


330 


256 


360 


261 


433 


283 


233 


184 


1,356 


984 


2,340 
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The following statement will exhibit the occupation of the 1,568 male 

patients: 



Apprentice 

Artist ..„ 

Author 

Bakers M 

Barber .♦. ,.... 

Blacksmiths 

Boat-builder. 

Boatmen. 

Bookbinder. 

Bricklayers „ 

Brickmaker 

Butchers.... „. .... , 

Cabinetmakers 

Carpenters 

Civil engineer « 

Clergymen 

Clerks , 

Coaohmaker 

Coach-trimmer 

Coopers 

Dentists 

Druggists 

Dyers 

Editors 

Engineers 

Engravers.. 

Farmers .. «;.., 

Gardeners 

Gas-fitter 

Glass-blowers.;. M 

Gold-beater. 

Gun-smith 

Innkeepers 

Jeweller. 

Laborers 

Lawyers. « 

livery stable keeper........ 

Lumbermen........... .........; 



1 
1 
1 
3 
1 

25 
1 
6 
1 
2 
1 
6 
8 

38 
1 

10 

53 
1 
1 
9 
3 
4 
2 
2 
3 
2 
501 
2 



1 
1 
4 
1 
434 
16 
1 
5 



Machinists... 
Marines ....... 

Masons 

Merchants.... 

Millers 

Millwright .. 

Miners,. 

Moulder 

Musician 

Nailers ^ 

Painters.. 

Paper-maker M , 

Poolers ..^. .., 

Physicians - , 

Plasterers.... , 

Printers ............. ..- 

Bopemaker ........ — . 

Sadlers , 

Sailors..... 

Shoemakers , 

Silversmiths 

Soldiers ................... 

Stone-cutters ......... . 

Students 

Tailors 

Tanners. ., 

Teachers ....,...* 

Telegraph operator., 

Tinners. 

Tobacconists , 

Umbrella-maker 

Waiter... 

Weavers 

Wheelwrights 

No occupation 



10 

4 

9 
47 
13 

1 
33 

1 

1 

4 

7 

1 

8 
18 

4 

7 

1 

4 

2 
32 

2 

7 

3 

13, 
21 

5 
26 

1 

7 

7 

1 

1 

8 

5 
104 



Total 3,568 



The occupation of the 1,182 female patients received was as follows : 

577 



Housewives 

Daughters of farmers. 

Domestics 

Housekeepers 

Milliners 

Teachers «... 



113 

4 

8 

12 



Tailoresses 

Seamstresses ... 
No occupation . 



3 
20 



Total 1, 182 



SOCIAL CONDITION. 


HALES. 


FEMALES. 


TOTAL. 


Married 


657 

846 

65 


615 
417 
150 


1,272 


Single 


1,263 
215 


Wifiowed r - 








Total 


1,568 


1,182 


2,750 
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Statement exhibiting the causes of insanity. 



CAUSES 

OF 

INSANITY. 



Anxiety. 

Disappointment 

Disease of brain 

Disord* d menstruation, 
Domestic trouble..... 

Epilepsy. 

Excesses. ..... 

Excessive study 

Exposure to sun 

Failure in business.. 

Fright 

Grief. 

Ill health 

Ill treatment 

Injury to the head...., 
Intemperance........ .. 

Jealousy. 

•Loss of money 



g 



76 
80 
23 
2 
9 
2 
5 



146 
1 

12 

78 



B 
ft 



60 

167 

27 

1 

1 
1 



17 
3 
170 
1 
6 
4 
1 



i 



6 

9 

10 

60 

243 

107 

24 

3 
10 

2 
22 

3 
316 

2 
18 
82 

1 

4 



CAUSES 

OF 

INSANITY. 



Loss of sleep 

Masturbation. 

Millerism.. 

Mortified pride « 

Not assigned 

Novel reading 

Opium eating 

Over exertion 

Pecuniary trouble. «... 

Public excitement , 

Puerperal.. .... 

Religious excitement.. 

Spiritualism , 

Trouble.. , 

Want of occupation...., 



Total.. 



8 



3 
59 

1 

1 

809 



5 

28 

5 

27 



6 
2 

166 

1 



1,508 



2 

3 



455 

2 

5 

10 



4 

73 

2 



158 



1,182 



3 



5 
60 

4 

1 
1,264 

2 
10 
38 

5 
31 
73 

8 

2 
324 

1 



2,750 



Statement exhibiting the place of birth. 



PLACB OF BIRTH. 



Pennsylvania ... 

Maine 

New Hampshire... 

Vermont , 

Massachusetts.. ..... 

Connecticut. 

New York 

New Jersey 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia , 

North Carolina 

Florida 

Louisiana. 

Ohio „ 



I 



1,243 

1 
1 
1 
2 
2 

16 
3 
1 

11 



f 



942 
2 



E 



2,185 
3 
1 
2 
3 
5 

26 
3 
3 

12 
5 
2 
1 
1 
2 



PLACE OP BIRTH. 



Michigan 

Mexico 

England 

Scotland , 

Ireland^ ......... 

Wales : 

Germany....... 

Italy- 

Belgium , 

France , 

Switzerland.., 
West Indies.. 



Total. 



K 
& 
S 



6 

136 

12 

95 

1 

1 

3 

2 

I 



1,568 



9 

B 



25 

3 

112 

13 

68 



1,182 



I 



I 

I 

49 

9 

248 
25 

153 
1 
1 
4 
2 
2 



2,750 



The age at which insanity toas first developed, as near as can be ascertained, 

teas as follows : 



Under ten yeara 

Between ten and twenty years..... 
Between twenty and thirty years, 
Between thirty and forty years.... 

Between forty and fifty years 

Between fifty and sixty years 

Sixty and upwards 



MALES. 


FEMALES. 


11 


12 


131 


106 


474 


321 


442 


326 


277 


249 


149 


114 


84 


54 


1,568 


1,182 



TOTAL. 



23 

237 
795 
768 
526 
263 
138 



2,750 
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The following table will show how many an4 the number of times each 
a: and color WQr^ iidipitted into the ; hospital : , , ..''..'...,'.' 



NUMBKB OF ADMISSIONS. 


White 
males. 


White 

females. 


Colored 
males. 


Colored 
females. 


Total. 


First time ... 

Second time 

Third time 

Fourth time 


3L 

30 

4 


1,063 

90 

20 

4 


3 




5 
•*..**... 


2,471 

210 

51 

14 








4 














1,565 


1,177 


3 i 5 


2,760 



Every effort is made to induce the patients to engage, as much as is 
prudent, in such out-door occupation as can be devised for them ; assisting 
on the farm, in the garden, and in a variety of other work which will tend 
to give them exercise and engage their minds. In the house many assist 
in work of various kinds in the wards. The great difficulty is to devise * 
occupation in such variety that they will not tire of it too soon, and it 
cannot be forgotten that very few insane persons have the physical power, 
by reason of the disease of their nervous system, to work regularly day 
after day. 

The amusements in the house and out-doors, during the spring, summer 
and autumn, consist of whatever can be made available to interest the 
patients. 

From the 1st of October to the 1st of May a regular system of lectures, 
readings and magic-lantern exhibitions is given on every evening of the 
week, and to this all are invited, and as many as possible urged to attend. 
A carriage and pair of horses are kept constantly in use for the female 
patients, more particularly the convalescent. All are urged to walk out 
as much as they can, and, with the attendants, many go some distance, and 
spend many hours of the day out-doors. 

The illustrated papers and magazines are taken regular^ and placed in 
the reading rooms, where they can be read and examined at all times. 

There are a number of libraries in the different wards for the use of the 
patients, consisting of histories, biographies, travels, and such works as 
will amuse, interest and instruct, and not require too great an exertion of 
the mental powers. They cannot have too great a variety of books. There 
are seven ward libraries in all, and it is proposed, at an early day, to in- 
crease the number of volumes. 

Manual labor is looked upon as a means of occupation and exercise, and 
is used considerably among the male patients, though there is a large num- 
ber who cannot in any way be induced to engage in it, from some fancy 
which influences them. There is necessity, however, for much caution in 
this regard, in certain recent cases just convalescing who are physically 
weak* - 

The point of great importance is to graduate the labor to the capacity 
of the individual, and not allow him to work, or to be urged to work, in 
such a manner as to act injuriously on his nervous system. 

The only form of mechanical restraint used is what is called the sleeves, 
made by having a jacket fitted to the upper part of the body, above the 
waist, and sleeves so long that they can be passed around the body and t. 
tied behind, with the arms folded across the breast in front. These are j; 
used in cases where the patients destroy their own clothing or that of' 
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others, or refuse entirely to keep any clothing on them- They are used al- 
most entirely for females. Ghetto has been ^M>oeo*ei<wi to use them for men 
for several years. It is difficult to say, exactly, how many times they have 
been used' during the year 19^,-as no 'tfegdhk* record j 1mw beetf kept/but it 
may be safely said that they hav^ been used for a short time Oaly in about 
eight or ten ca)^s, snd i'or a longer period ia one-or twro e a ses, often- for 
months at a time, oh account of the persistent attempt, to tea* theira>wn 
clothing and that of. others around them. 

The arrangements of the hospital, so far as they go, are fully adapted to 
the proper management of the insane, but itj is respectfttlly suggested that 
certain improvements and additions might be made which would increase 
its efficiency, and the comfort of the Jnmates. • •■ •* •. 

I» the first £lace. there should be a separate ward, or wards, for the col- 
ored insane of each sex. It is true the number has not heretofore been 
such as to require much additional accommodation ; but the number ap- 
plying for admission is larger, and they cannot have the comfort attd -quiet 
which their disorder absolutely requires in a ward with the whites, whose 
prejudices are still strong, and who, in their insanity, heap on^bem eVfery 
indignity of word and expression. 

In other States, provision has been made for this purpose, generally in 
separate buildings, and it seems no more than just and ptoper €hat^ whom 
insane, they should have that care and treatment which will tend t6 hasten 
their restoration ; or if not susceptible of that, be macte 1 as comfortable as 
their condition will allow, and prevented both from annoying others and 
being themfeelves irritated: r i 

Another necessity is & ifatd on each side of the heusef where a certain 
class could be placed, who are a constant source of trouble, who exert a 
very bad influence on the other patients by their persistent misrepresenta- 
tions of the officers, attendants and objects of the institution, and often 
injure, very materially, if not irretrievably, the prospects of restoration of 
many. Unfortunately these are chronic cases, who will be compelled to 
spend their days here, and it does not seem right and just that they should 
have the opportunity, which they never fail to improve, to injure other pa- 
tients, and render them chronic too. 

A proper system of forced ventilation by means of fans y driven by a 
steam engine, has now become necessary for the health of the household. 
Heretofore, when the wards have not been crowded, we have been able to 
preserve the purity of the air tolerably well by careful attention in the use 
of disinfectant and deodorizing agents, and the opening of doors and win- 
dows ; but now that the wards have become crowded, and in most cases 
over-crowded, it is impossible to preserve that purity of air, at night and 
in cold weather, which is absolutely essential to good health. More par- 
ticularly is this the case, where the great majority of those under treat- 
ment are in such a state of mind as not to be as careful in the exercise of 
the usual proprieties of life as in health. 

It is a fact established by indisputable evidence that fevers, consumption 
and other diseases are produced by the constant breathing of air tainted 
with animal exhalations and excretions, rendered more unpleasant and dele- 
terious by heat. The only remedy for this lies in the use of fans driven 
by a steam engine, which would force into every sleeping apartment a regu- 
lar amount of fresh air at all times during the day, and more especially at 
night. 

It is not humane to confine human beings, particularly helpless, insane 
persons, in a house over-crowded, and compel them to breathe an atmos- 
phere tainted with sickness, and carrying the seeds of death, and from 
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whiehthey have nounsansof escape, or who may not be iaiaoosiditien of 
mind to maketpnoper <remoostranoes<agisnat the evil they «• thns*om+ 
pelled to endure. 

AtfLuwdern^expesieuoe it ftrtile if it has not fully rShown that in order to 
effect restoration in persons laboring under insanity and other /diseases of 
the inervous eyetem, they must have an abundant ©apply of -freak ait, good, 
substantial food, andjthei means of exercise which will keep their systems 
in that order necessary fbr the proper performance of all th&innetioas of 
lifeyaod thus enable, them more readily and speedily to vestst and throw off 
diseased or disordered conditions- • » 

The officers of j this hospital can never hope in the ftttuare, with error- 
crowded wards, as they will always probably have, to: maintain the degree 
of physieaLlwsith of .the Inmates in the high state in wh iufc it has hereto- 
fore been kepty unta* they 1 are provided with what they conceive, in oem- 
mon: with all others* who have giten attention to the unbjeott the iniispen- 
sable requisites for maiatainingia pure, healthy atmosphere in every part 
of the wards. 

This will involve considerable expense in the first oost of the apparatus, 
and other arrangements necessary, and the use of a greater amount of coal 
each year tefeesp up the proper temperature when the air is changed every 
lnannte ; bmVitos to 'be considered whether the health of. the inmates, not 
taking mi to account the ofteers and those employed in the care of the pa- 
tiemts, wUlijwt futty justify that etxpense, both of first' oost i and of subse- 
quent annual outlay. »■ . . 

With a few other alterations and improvements of a minor eharaoter, the 
present hospital* building frragr be made»equal in its arrangements for the 
comfort of those placed in its wards, to any other State institution ; and 
with tile caTOheretofote given to keep tall parts in -proper repair, it may yet 
stand ifor generations, a monument to those who were it* early promoters, 
and be the means of carryiogi mental health, oonifort and happiness to an 
untold number yet to bo entrusted to its care, andfto their families, and to 
tbecommfuiitoyj in the protection it will afford from deranged persons* and 
the return to it in soond. health of those who will then bo a support instead 
of a burden. < i . • 

II. VTBSTKKN PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL FOR T?CK INSANE, DI^MONT, PA. 

A mmibefr flf citizens of thltf Commonwealth, actuated by a«en*e of re- 
ligious duty; 1 and with Hie benevolent disposition to extend aid, comfbrt 
and relief to indigent and afflieted humanity, made large voluntary contri- 
butions for the purpose of founding a public hospital, to be appropriated 
for the deception and cure of the "insane and afftioted, as well as the sick, 
helpless and infirm." They met in the city of Pittsburg on the 9th day of 
March, 1847, and formed themselves into an association, which afterward 
took the name of the Western Pennsylvania hospital; 

The charter was approved the 18th day of March, 184S. ilJpon a site k>f 
twenty-four acre* of land, in the Twelfth "Ward of the- city of Pittsburg, 
being a square* bounded by Ferguson, Smith, Pisk and Morton streets, gen- 
erously donated for the purpose, a large and commodious budding was 
erected and opened for the reception of patients in the month of January, 
18$$. As the primary thought was the establishment of a hospital Cos per* 
sons receiving accidental infuriatf in «ur manufactories, and such helpless, 
sick persons as require immediate aid, only a temporary arrangement was 
made for the insane. r.i'u.i; 

- The osperiette* of the inetitutlon soon bonvineed the manager* that more 
than were b«stody #f 1te 4atte«i«lasv 
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wm **wakened f and corresponding eftorts pat foirthio rescue, and restore 
"dethroned reason, with it* treasures <of joy Mid Jmsjs, item utter raia ted 
.desolation." 

The* means «f the corporation being inadequate, thereto were laid be- 
fore the i Legislature, and a supplement -to the* chatter was pasted and ap- 
proved May<6j 1856, appropriating means to aJdtin -extending aocommoda- 
tions for the insane, and empowering the constituted authorities of the re- 
spective counties, districts andtownships-of the Western judicial district 
of the Busoeste: Court of Pennsylvania, to* send to it the indigent Insane 
under their charge, the admission to be in the ratio of their population ; 
recent cases bting i prtferued to 'those of fl#ng standings ahd the indigent 
having tprefbrewoe <to*the riotxt Those > restrictions, so generous to the poor, 
wer£ onerous upta an institution tbunded by prirate< benefactions, bet the 
managers aceedsd to the conditions,' believing the State wesrid thenceforth, 
when ealted upon, extend its bouutiiftt} hand to-give succor and protection 
to a hospital to which it confided fior oare and owe the roost afflicted class 
of its citizens. 

, A farther supplement to the charter was approv e d the lfltth of March, 
1856, extending aid to ^construct addftionabbuiidings for 1fre accommoda- 
tion of the insane of Western Pennsylvania, upon a plan to be submitted 
toi and -approved by the* governor of the Commonwealth* Authority was 
given to the Governor to appoint, annually, three managers on behalf of 
the State; and it was made the duty of the institution to submit, yearly, 
to the Legislature, a certified statement of the condition ,of its attains* 

The Governs^ judges of the several courts of recoard and members of 
the Legislature, were made ex-ojjbcio visitors of site hospital. 

'The General Gity hospital building, opened in 1863, was erected on a hill- 
side, in the midst erf its ample. grounds, before the Pennsylvania railroad 
became a gigantic avenue of commerce, and the managers could not have 
anticipated the almost total destruction of its approaches by that company. 
Ferguson street, its only front, wns oovered with, rails ; Morton street, its 
only approach, was impeded c4mstantly/alid rendered perilous to life at the 
crossing. To enpend the money of the State upon these grounds would 
have been foolishness: 

Bv the advice of our noble countrywoman. Miss D. L. Dix, whose noble 
life has been devoted to improving the condition of the insane, a rural site 
wan sought and procured for ffche additional buildings > to be erected by the 
liberality of the State. This selection was a tract of land on the right 
bank of the Gthto river, seven miles beiow Pittsburg. -, Parallel with the 
rivet is the Pittsburg, iWt Wayne and Chicago railway, which has a sta- 
tion en the property ; there is 'likewise a poetofice* All bear the name of 
Dixmomt. 

TJae Legislature sanctioned the removal of the insane to the rural hos- 
pital, and a liberal appropriation to aid the project was made in April, 1859, 
and «a the 19th of July following the comer-stone of the edifice was laid 
with appropriate' ceremonies. On the 11th of November, 1861, the centre 
building, station house, water and gas works, &c, &C, were sufficiently 
completed bo allow occupancy; and a few days afterward the insane were 
separated from the other patients in the General Oity hospital and removed 
to Dixmont. As necessity demanded* wings were added to the building, 
and the w bote structure has .been oetnpie ted- this year(lMO) and will be 
occupied with patients, to 'the capacity of the institution, for comfort and 
suocessful treatment. 

Oonneoted: with the Oitfy Geoeralbospital)tbere ere twenty-four acres of 
land^ the .gift] of. the late Hon. Harms* itacny and M*s> Elizabeth Denny, 
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bin wifo,ftndOapt«kijB. W.Hi Soiwoieyaad M»;MBiyB(AOTtey^«irtfe, 
The baitthkgs pr^s«it a ftont of 2T0 feet in tlengthj formed pfi* central 
building, four storierf in height, with wings three stories high. "Wie; #tc&* 
or basement story, fe ten fret higbr the two stories above are reach fom% 
teen ifeet high, and the fborth storyof ihe^eeatcaiiuiiidki^ia tenl feet high. 
The wail* are of brick m& cutartone, sad brick ya rtftttton s betweto' ail the 
apartments; the whole ttdvered with a^slate^roof. < • > 

The general finish is plain And substantial, the ^rily ornawofr being a 
Grecian deric portico, the floor of which' is &pportod with «n arcade of 
stonework. There are oufebuildiags snffieientJTor the cstabihiiinent* It 
is supplied with water ftom eepioo& springs and atsor from the ' city Water* 
works. When the insane were removed from this hospital} in 1881; it/ was 
offered to and accepted by Hon. Edwin Mi Stanton, then Secretary of War, 
for the use of helpless land wounded* Pennsylvania sol«Uers r with expression 
of heartfelt gratitude. Its ample wards and out-buildings were filled by 
thousands during the eonttobance etf theiwa*. / > : -<*-,- ■ 

The sanitary condition of the premises being excellent, and good results 
continually flowing therefrom; the founders *>f the charity ffeel that the hu- 
mane use to which the >p*operty wa* appropriated was a ft^cnrnpensatioti 
to tbem for the cost of the out4ay; « Nothing was* changed or aakedfbr the 
nee of the premises. At the; close of the war the partocdupied by the United 
States was restored y in good condition, to the corporation^ with thetthanks 
of< the government- Since theh a part of the building haefceen usedifor 
sick, helpless tand infirm soldiers, Who* are supported by the revenues of a 
patriotic and benevolent fand, contributed by our m citizens during ^be Irar 
and set apart for nobie'purposes. ^ > •! . i. 

, The hospital is open for the reception of such patients as the charter 
designates^ but cramped, however* <byv the limitedrneans of -the institutkMr; 
With this hospital, however, the State has no direct interest. 

The domain of the boxpitel for the insane at Dixm out comprises nearly 
three hundred and Afty- acres, entirely purchased by the benefecthms of in- 
divi^al oitiaens mostly of Pittsburg and vicinity. f It has foe tpiarries of 
building- stene upon itfgood .spring water* weods, wtcbattte, pasture (-and 
farming fields. The original cost of this land was thirty-two thousand Bid 
seventy-three dollars' audi fifty cents. * There is at pre&nt adebt<for> pur* 
chase of six thousand doliacs, which the 1 maaagers-eontemplate payings bjr 
private contributions, within eighteen i months. The iaftd 'is aired entirely 
for the purposes tof the institution j <i ^ i '»r»« 

The buildings^ maeirinery, Arrofture and every thing, necessary to aioom* 
plete hospital, including* gas and water-works* have* cost r iup to July 5, 1810, 
the sum of five hundred and eight thousand and eightytsix dollars andsix» 
ty-two cents. Considerable outplays for buildingy ftirnishing and lgrading 
of grounds will fas made this, year outtrf means in possession of the instir 
tutibn lor that purposes . A large; proportion xxt the funds for the erection 
of these buildings, and the grading and improvement of the grounds, was 
contributed by the State from time to time as eaageneyitteipiired; , « ^ 

( The Dtacmont hospital is an imposing structure, desighed more ibr utility 
than mere .show, and all: care has Wen taken to have the 1 work exeteuted sub- 
stantially and at the same 'time with the utmost eee&omyi (The site is ^on 
an aedivity, midway; between the river and a ibrestwowned summit of four 
hundred 'feet altitude. > Thei scenery is ptetaresquefandicalculatechta soothe 
by rural quietude andjefcacm by diversity' and beauty; - . - •-» * r.r h , u:ui > 

The main buildings of the hospital embrace & centni'ftwildittgdfsaixtj» 
oneOfe^ front by one.h«niktidjQ^itfcfrty^^ 
of it wings of three hundred and forty-five feet front, by a minimum depth 
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of thirty -oigbt* fe&, inrikiiig the wfcele <t*teli httwUfed and JIftyJone feet rfrotft, 
the central part and portions of the wings being fowand 4he*baia*ee<tkit$ 
aterie* iri height - These buildings, being arranged in a duster of connected 
parte, 'for the purpose of ffaksBttating ^ventilation? would, if all were placed 
erid to end in a straight line, make a front of etsreil hundred and fifty feet- 

The wadkr and partitions above the cellars are all of brick work, the out- 
side walls, eighteen inches thick* btrilt hotiowto keep out dampness. . - The 
roofe ate cowred with slate and ifon^ and all stairways ate tmilfa.of stone- 
work, the stairs being four feet six inches wide, carried. up between parti* 
tfons of brick work without any well-holes ; and all platferanfc and landings 
are of stone work, each of rthe- stairways having, an outside doer immedi- 
ately at the foot of it. - f 

Tfee floors of Mtchens, bath-rootas and all othefr |w«rts liable to danger 
from fire% or decay froin dampness, ate formed of •briok*rdhing~and iron 
beams. ..•'.»• ' • r . - ,* -^ • « • - • . 

The first, second and third stories are each twelve feet in the clear, and 
the fourth stories fifteen feet high. ' <> 4 • 

< The ♦ central* building contains a -chapel, fifty* by • fifty*even feet on< the 
floor, and twenty-seven* fl&et high in, the story , three stair ways* corridors 
or halls, seventeen feet wide, and the offices, parlors and chafmbers of the 
toedacal superintendent and his assistants, one kitchen, nineteen by twenty- 
seven feet, and another seventeen by nineteen feet, and pantries, closets 
and bath-rooms. To the teat Of this- buiiding still, another kitchen^ with 
lafger facilities and improvements, will be erected as soon as practicable. 

The wings tontain two hundred and 'eighty-two private rooms for pa- 
tients, the smallest being eight by ten feety twelve •dining-rooms* eight par- 
lors or day-reoms^tWelve bathrooms, and other closets, store and drying 
rooms, having halls or corridors twelve feet wide running through the mid- 
dle of each wing. . ■ • « , ■ • 

The buildings are warned throughout by steam from radiators in the 
cellar, theheatedak'bein^ carried to each room y and the corridors through 
tin-Hned or terracotta flues, in the partition walls; and the vitiated air being 
carried off by othefr fines leading to the attie, where they connect with ven- 
tilators on the *oof. They »re lighted with gas, made in detached works 
on the premises. They are ventilated by a fan, driven by an engine. The 
drainage* is by ventilated drains, of cast-iron pipe,and all waste is carried 
off 'through a brick eewelp to the Ohio river. < ^ 

All parts of the building are supplied ^with hot and cold water, conveyed 
in galvanized iron pipes. < The supply of water is. abundant for every pur- 
pose. The amount used israbonfc seventy /thousand gallons per day, and is 
pumped from the Ohio river to- a resevvoic two hundred' and sixty-five feet 
above 'the river level, froip vfrhieh it /returns and 'is conveyed through gal* 
vanized iron pipes to all parts of the building, which are also supplied with 
hot f water. In addition to this,, an abundant supply of spring water flows 
through pipes to every ward, and to the two kitchens* of the hospital for all 
cooking and diinkang purposes. >• 

The laundry building is placed at a distance of one hundred and thirty 
feet from the western end of < the ihain handing, having- connection by two 
tuonelB, one of eight ieet wide by nine feet high, to convey fresh' air from 
the fan-roomy and* the other ^v^ feet wide by eight <feet< high, to-be used as 
a passageway: (The building' comprises a main :building, fifty-Seven! feet 
square, with a wing twenty*seT«n%by thirtynsevem ieek, all two stories 'high 
on oneiside^butv being placed on thohElside t is only onerstory *higb*»fr front 
next to the hospital. Each stosy te feqrbeen feet high^ the walls of- base* 
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meX.storyare cfcnt stone^ and the baiaiw* of brink «^^ 

iog: covered with slater <. •*•,•• . - /* , j .,,-.,».- * 

The basement .story is divided into « battes <p©o»,thirty4wo Jay ififty* 
three feet, 4m engine room, nineteen by <fifty*three fret, Wl the washing 
roomvtweoty4hreeb(f ihirty-firefeet. • - f . ■ ;. 

The cashing room contains two? Shaker wanhing machine*, each, afar feet 
long, and a centrifugal wringing machine* of three feet /diameter* each 
driven by steam power, together with aH the reqjuisite boiling And rinsing 
• tuba* -^ • ' --« .. ■ .. : ■ ■ 

The main story of the laundry contains the drying and ironing rooms, a 
mangle driven by steam power and a steam drying closet of twenty horses, 
each fourteen feet long. 

The boiler worn contains two flue balers, of six feet disaaeter by thirty 
feet long, and one four feet* diameter by twenty feeti long ;- the two large 
boilers being for winter use, to generate steam for heating the hospital, 
while the smaller boiler is for isampaer ase, to wpply steam for laundry «md 
for cooking in the main kitchen. * » « ? -,m.... r 

The engine room contains two^ engines* of twelve horee-<power r oii8<being 
used to drive the washing machinery, aaid one to drive a dm eft wenty^foar 
feet diameter, to force fresh air through the ward* of the hospital and pro* 
mote ventilation. The fan is placed in the base of a tower Alongside of 
the engine JEOQia, the tower«being twelve, by 'twenty**!* feet-oa ground, and 
fifty feet high, with openings at top to admit fresh air. 

A smoke stack, sixteen feet square at base, and $ne hundred and thirty 
feet high, wijh a flue of six feet diameter, has been built alongside of the 
boiler-room to carry off att smoke ibom .-the buildings and by means of pip&r 
carried under ground, to connect all soil-pipes with the stack, and elfect a 
downward ventilation of the water-closets. The stock is built of brick 
work, is covered with a cap of cast-iron, sixteen feet diameter, has a light* 
ning conductor of copper, and a ladder of Tvrought iron is built into the 
brick work on the outside, by means of which the top can be reached. 

In addition to the above buildings there? are the gas and pump houses, 
the station house and engineer's dwelling, barn, carriage* beiuse and ice 
house. These are detached buildings; placed a* 'different points on the 
ground, as required by their uses; * •> 

The gas and pump house stand on the river bank, a* a distance of six 
hundred feet from the main buildings, are built of stone work and covered 
with iron roofing. The gad house is sixty (feet long by thirty feet wide, 
and sixteen feet high in the story, and contains coal-gas -apparatus, con- 
sitting of three retorts of ordinary size, each retort being capable of mak- 
ing one thousand cubic feet of gas at each charge of three bushels of coal, 
or five thousand feet per day, making a total capacity pi 4fte$* thousand 
feet per day, ■ ■ . i - -.*-•.„.• .'. 

JThe pump house is twenty-six by forty feet, aid twelve feet high- in the 
story, and contains a> boiler and steam pump, wfcich dnyws the water fr<*n 
the river and forces it to a reservoir placed on the hill aixwe the main 
buildings, from whiobHrfo distributed* > 

The station house and engineer's dweltingis> built of briek workyoovered 
with iron roofing* It isthdrty-two by thirty-two feet, of irregular plan v and 
contains waiting; rooms fee the patteiits, and visiters to the thospHab - 

The ice house is a wooden building placed hear a run v from whence 
abundance of ice can be obtained* There <are other wt>oden build i»gs- on 
the psemisee, not ne«eesa«y to pirtkularwe^ Which stood upoHtbe^aod be* 
fore it was purchased for hospital purposes. ■-<• 1 ' 

The hospital building* hove been designed more Ibr utility than *h##. 
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StM. their > architectural: eflbct <is imposing and. in b*na#ny wifeh the pww 
poses intended, and all care has been taken to have the work executed 
sut?atAntifdty,«i^attta . , 

In estimating the value of , the Mai estate belonging to the Western Penn- 
sylvania hospital, the President, John Harper, mq*, appl^ to two intelli- 
gent gentlemen, of high character, who reside new thepr^m(6es,^nd the 
following is the result of their examination : * , 

The City General hospital property, consisting of twenty-four acres of 
land in the Twelfth ward, belonging to the Western Pennsylvania hospital, 
is estimated -to- be worth* without the buildings, $150,000, as a whole; lo 
lay it out in lots it would bring from $200,000 to $250,000. 

The Dixmont hospital property at Dixmont, on which is erected the hos* 
pital for the insane, without buildings, is valued at $500 per acre, or $175,- 
000, and withoutr doubt the property would yield $250,000, if the same was 
laid out in lots and offered for sale. 

Tke bwildings tend improvements.— A separate valuation- of the buildings 
and improvements, including furniture, was made by a competent archi- 
tect, with the following results : The buildings and improvements at Dix- 
mont would cost about $750,000 at the present time, (June, 1870,) and the 
buildings and improvements of the Twelfth Ward hospital would, cost at 
least $100,000/ 

Becapitulation—Dixmont property, — Maximum, $1,000,000 ; minimum, 
$925,000. 

City General- hoMpital property. — Maximum, $350,000 ; minimum, $250,- 
000. 

Entire property of corporation. ^-NnximnTii) $1,350,000; minimum, $1,- 
175,000. 

. The personal property of the hospital is included in the above valuation, 
and no separate account of the same having been kept by tihe institution, 
an accurate estimate cannot be given. The mbney in the treasury will be 
exhausted by contemplated improvements. The trust funds in charge of 
of the institution, (see annual reports,) are not considered the personal 
property of the hospital. 

The hospital has accommodations for four hundred patients— two hun- 
dred male and two hundred female. The patients ten be divided into ten 
distinct classes or wards for each seat. 

There is also an infirmary for the invalids of each. The conveniences in 
each ward are halls, sleeping rooms, parlors, bath and %ash rooms, water 
closets, drying closets, clothes chutes, dining rooms, containing steam 
tables, levators and all neoessary furniture. There are also dust, flues, as 
well as hot air and ventilating flues in all the halls and rooms, and easy 
egresfe end ingress try means of ample stairways. 

The means for extinguishing fire consist in an abundant supply of water 
and a fire-plug in every bath room in the institution. The facilities for 
escape consist of capacious fire proof stone stairs, easy of access from either 
end of every ward or hall. 

The official management of the hospital consists of a president, two vice 
presidents,, a eecretary and treasure*, tw>e&ty*one managers elected by the 
contributors under the provisions ^)f the charter, three managers appointed 
by the Governor, aud nineteen managers .for life, made so by virtue of do- 
nations to it he institution of $1,000 each- > 

The Capital is visited ejvpry Tuesday by * committee of fire managers, 
and x>* Abe&rst fueaday of wery quarter ef the year by the board of man- 
agers. 

The judge$ of the several courts of Allegheny county, the Governor and 
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other officers of the Senate and members of the Legislature are ex-offieio 
visitors. 

The wards are visited by the superintendent and assistant daily, and at 
frequent intervals of each day by the supervisor and matron. 

The institution has been frequently visited and inspected in all its parts 
by the grand juries of Allegheny county. 

The following is a list of the medical and other officers, with their sala- 
rie 8 : 

Physician and superintendent, salary $3, 000 00 

Assistant physician, salary . 900 00 

Solicitor, salary . ^ 200 00 

Supervisor, salary > . . . . ; 800 00 

Clerk, salary - 420 00 

Secretary and treasurer, salary 

Matron, salary 350 00 



M7Q °° 

The number of attendants and employees, with their wages, respectively, 
is as follows : 

Twenty female attendants, at $14 per month each, making a 

total for the year of $3, 360 00 

Twenty male attendants, aD $20 and $22 50 per month each, 
making a total for the year of 

One housekeeper, salary per year 

One first engineer, salary per year 

One second engineer, at pump and gas works, salary per year 

One carpenter, salary per year 

One farmer and gardener, salary per year. 

One baker, salary per year 

One porter, salary per year 

One laundress, salary per year 

One seamstress, salary per j^ear 

Five cooks, total salary per year 

Four chambermaids, total salary per year 

Five laundry girls, total salary per year. 

Five firemen, (at boiler, pump and gas houses,) total salary 
per year. ..".,* . . . . 

Two teamsters, total salary per year 

Four farm hands, total salary per year 

Chaplain's services, salary peryear 

One watchman, salary per year 

18,234 00 

There were in the hospital, December 31, 1869, 195 males, 139 females; 
total, 334. On June 1, 1870, there were 223 males, 155 females; total, 
378. Of those in the hospital December 31, 1869, 87 were supported by 
their relatives or their own funds, three as obarity patients by the hos- 
pital, and 244 by county or township authority. The average weekly cost 
of supporting each inmate, including all expenses except interest on -cobt 
of buildings and grounds, during 1869, was $4 61. • 
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The following statement exhibits the amount and for what purpose* the 
appropriations from the State were made to this. hospital: 



.1T8CJ 


SEPARATE PURPOSES OF APPROPRIATIONS. 


TOTAL. 


• J/58 V 

YEAB. 

02 


. p 

si 

: v 


GO 

I 
I 

§ 

pi 

* 
p 


City General hospi- 
tal for insane de- 
partment, Ac. , Ac. 


« a 
si, 

: CT" 
: ° 


Dixmont build'gs. 
improvem'ts and 
furnishing hospi- 
tal and insurance 


if 

i » 

»! 


1852 






$10, 000 00 






$10,000 oo 

10,000 00 

20,000 00 

5,000 00 


1855 








$10,000 00 


1856 






20,000 00 




1857 




$5,000 00 

7,000 00 

5,000 00 

5,000 00 

6,000 00 

5,000 00 

8, 500 00 

12, 400 00 

14, 528 00 

15,000 00 

15,000 00 

15,000 00 

- 18,000 00 






1858 








7,000 00 
25,000 00 
55, 000 00 
25,000 00 


1859 









2*6, 000 00 
60,000 00 
20,000 00 
15,000 00 
]9,600 00 
39,000 00 
50,631 50 
61,600 00 
50,082 00 
86,600 00 
65,390 43 


I860 




1861 








1862 








20,000 00 
34, 100 00 


1863 






$6,000 00 


1864 


$6,000 00 




57, 400 00 
65, 159 50 
82,600 00 
65,082 00 
101,000 00 
87, 587 00 


1865 ...,..,..»... 






1866 


6,000 00 






1867 






1868 








1869 


4, 196 64 














Total 


16, 196 54 


130,428 00 


30,000 00 J 6,000 00 


487,803 93 1 670,428 50 



The sources of income to the hospital, apart from State appropriations, 
are the earnings of the institution from public and private patients. From 
this source, since the opening of the hospital till January 10, 1870, the 
total amount has been $385,113 13. There have been gains on invest- 
ment, interests, <fec, $3,210 38. Individual benefactions, in cash, notes 
and bonds, (exclusive of the very valuable lands in the city of Pittsburg, 
and gifts otherwise than in money from year to year, for furnishing and 
aiding the institution, which have never entered upon the books except by 
acknowledgment to the generous donors,) $86,757 31; total, $475,080 82. 
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The d ur ati o n t)f hrsanitjrtrf e^ch sex, so fkrssrit conW be ascertained, 
of all patients admitted since April 1, i856, frill be found in tbe fpllowiag 

table : 










DURATION, 






U 

05 

5 



i 



1856-1869. 






O) 



h3 

a 

■ 



_? 



Not exceeding three months ... 

Between three and six months 

Between six months and one year 

Between one and two years , 

Between two and three years .,,., 

Between three and four years, .... , 

Between four and five years 

Between five and ten years 

Between ten and fifteen years ,. 

Between fifteen and twenty years 

Between twenty and thirty-five years 



38 
13 
16 
20 
6 
3 
4 
10 
4 
2 
3 



25 

13 

9 

15 
3 
3 
2 
5 
4 



63 

26 

25 

35 

9 

6 

fi 

15 
8 



352 

111 

112 

90 

50 

32 

32 

61 

42 

32 

9 



256 
84 
78 
67 
53 
23 
17 
43 
32 
14 
7 



608 

195 

190 

157 

103 

55 

49 

104 

74 

46 

JG 



119 



82 



201 



923 



674 1,597 



The period of treatment of those restored since April 1, 1856, is set forth 
in the following : 



Period of treatment. 


Re- 
stored. 


Period of treatment. 


Re- 
stored. 


One month and less 


41 
60 
99 
75 
41 
48 
61 
39 


Between 12 and 15 months..., 


33 


Between one and two months 


Between 15 and 18 months 


30 


Between two and three months,.,. 


Between 18 and 24 months 


12 


Between three and four months ... 


Between 24 and 36 months 


10 


Between four and five months 


Between 3 and 4 years 


2 


Between live and six months 


Between 4 and 5 years 


1 


Between six and nine months 


Between 5 and 10 years 


1 


Between nine and twelve months, 


Between 10 and 25 years 





Total . 



533 



Owing to deficient information, as to nativity, nothing reliable can be 
given. The occupation of 925 males admitted since 1856, is as follows: 



Actor * 

Alderman ., ..... 


1 

l 


Auctioneer 


1 


Baker... 


1 


Barbers „ .-. 

Blacksmiths 


2 

13 


Boatmen 


15 


Brewers 


2 


Bricklayers.,. 

Brickmaker 


4 

1 


Butchers , 


7 


Cabinetmaker i 


M 3 


Carpenters » 


....> 24 


Carver j 

Chainmaker 

Clerks. ,. rt 


1 

1 


Cloth dresser... .»,....;.....,. .. 


.* ~.....i. . : I 


Coopers ,..* «....«.. 

Dentists.. ^„ 


............ 3 

........... 3 



Drayman 

Drovers ».., 

Druggists 

Engineers....... 

Farmers 

Gardeners , 

Gilder 

Glass blowers , 

Hatter 

Horse dealer .. 
Horse trainer,, 
Inn keepers./., 

Iron rollers , 

Laborers . ... 

Lawyers. 

Locksmiths • ... 
Lumberman .. 

Machinists 

^Merchants 



4 
3 
3 

8 

258 

6 



6 

3 

198 

5 

2 

1 

12 

25 
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Miller*.. 
Miners..., 



Ministers;. ' 



Moulders «? . J . 12 

Musicians ^- *~«» 2 

.Rtsii cutter ..••••••t ...«^... ......... k*.*»«>i« * 

No occupation. r% . 64 

Organ builder .V... I 

Painters ;....; 7 

Pattemimdt6rB;^... v *^......'. ...4.. .~.. 3 

Pedlers, M ..^...„„^^.-.-^. w -..- 11 

Photographer. ~. 1 

Physicians ^..^„,.„. m a..m..^-^ : S 

Plasterers ..4 . 3 

Plumber ........... 1 

Policemen. ......... ,. A .,.« I .« ....,•• .**,«.«•«.• s 

Potters .i i.~.. .....: 5 



Printers . -.... —... •••« 
Pumpmaker .^....., M 

Sadler* 

Shoemakers. 

Soldiers 

Stone masons „., 

Students , 

Tailors „.....'., 

Teachers 

Tinners.. 

Tobacconists. 

Upholsterer.. 

Wagon Broken* . 

Watchman 

Watchmaker...., 






Total.. 



11 
1 
2 

17 

* 

.12 

12 

15 

5 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

225 



The occupation Of the 672 female patients received, was as fbltowtf: 



Confectioners, ...^ „ 

Domestics 

Housekeepers ».... ....... 

Laundress «#...- 

Milliner- ~ . 


..*»•.. ...... 

1. ^**.« ...... 

..^ t 


2 

81 

11 
1 

5 

14 

5 

41 

4 

s 

4 

S 
1 
< 1 
4 
3 

15 
5 
4 
5 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 

81 
2 
3 
1 
1 
5 

66 
2 
5 
1 
6 
4 

11 
6 
6 
1 
5 
3 
2 
4 
3 


Wi 
Wi 

H 

j 

\ 

Da 

JS01 

Z' 

-r 

r 

I 
L 


fe of sadlers^. M ;.— ... *....••• ..*,•••., t 
44 shoemakers.....,...- .....,„....* 

44 silver plater*... — ,.,»..,., , 

44 6oHier*~ ,.,.—.; ......... .«^.,.. 

u tanner ;.. ..*,..... . 

u tailors .... ......... :....: : 


.-,. 1 " 

1 


No 00c 


upation. ..— 


10 


Nurses 


44 teacher .... 

41 tinner.. ..;~;~.....™....~ ~.... 

" weavers „ «... *..... 

dew of bakers..,. ..„^,... ^. M . ..,4 
'* blacksmith , 


i 

2 


Seamstresses . ^ 

Teacher* 


...Wr*. ...... 


Wifeo 

it 


f barbers 

blacksmiths 

boatmen 


....... **... . 

»...*•• J 


1 


u 


44 butchers .. .............. ...... 


- 2 • 


«< - 


bollermaker 




44 v clerks , >.,..,. 

'* farmers^ ; .,,. ;....*.. - 

u ' v ;glas$ blower «..-.. ~~~~ 

44 'grocers 

44 inn keepers. .^*.#, ........ 

44 lefcsftler. ; .-...„. ......... 

" labdrers ....,* ...^ 

•• miners......... .^...-.. 

•« minister *.... ..„...., 

" pihysician M . v ... k i.v M 

44 prteters +..»*... .~, 

14 aadlers .. . M .^... v . .7 

44 saHOr ....***. ". 


2 


4* 

a 


brewer — v .. >% *„*.^.wu«.« *■*■ 

bricklayers.. ..' 

botchers ,r— - 


4 24 
1 
2 


tt 


carpenters 

pients.. ..».».«.« .....*•• 
coachmakers 


• ■••••■ .•*«.< 


4 

1 

.. 25 


«< 


collectors ...1......... 


.... • • ««.. 


2 


« 


confectioners... .. .. . 




1" 


•t 

tt 


cooper ......'. 

drayman '., 




1* 


*« 


drover '.. ..... 


• 


*s 


ft 


editor ;„ 


v« 


1 


it 


engineers* 




44 stone mason. «t. ........ ..* 


- Ij 


<t 
it 


farmers , 

gardeners. 


.... .....«.«• 


* r tobicconist .. * »*»»,. v., ^ V 

ughter of hakers • ...».»... .»...* • 


1 

2 


tt 
tt 


glass blowers 

grocer 




a of boa|tman ^ .«»..*». ........ 

ughter of bricklayer. ;* 

44 s^utohers..jiuui.tw........ 

44 darpenters^u...... j" 

ift fllerks ......«m..m.« ....^..^ 

44 . . farmers. .. j..^..^..... ...... 

44 . nrooer..^.. „.<»... ^... 

44 .... ifeweller M 4«~«.«... 

44 ... , laborers ^w.w*. 

44 , lawyers .....,.« M ..,.' 

44 minister ..„»..** , 

44 moulders, ^v... ........... 

44 physicians.,. ...^...i 

44 printer , .....*.w...... tu;. 

44 . soldier ......,». 

44 ....:. toaahers*.....w~..ut..t... 

44 distiUess M 1... ' 

lOtfli.HMfMmfHIM M«4t#W..'.. ••^^'* N 


1- 
1 


it 
«i 

it 


gunsmith.. ........ . 

inn keepers 

laborers., .,..,, 


....... .••»{* 

...... ..*».. 

....... >«a»4f 


2 


it 


lawyers ,*......, 

machinists 


.... l ,„,,^J 




<c 


manufacturer , .... 




f 


tt 
tt 

tt 


merchants 

fillers 

giiners, ...... ........ , 


.*. 

«... .....tt«2 


"2 f 

^ *■* I 


(t 


mjnisterStt ..,,,. .... 




9 


tt 


inpulders.. ......... . 


.......... 


"2 


tt 


optician 


............. 


tt 
*2 


tt 

tt 
tt 

4t 


painters 

pedlers 

photographers .... 
physicians.. 


«*. 

..... ..«.«*4P« 


tt 


plumbers.... 
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11 ■",; - — ' — ' ' — -t • ■ tr "- 

. . ami. -covpitiok. 


Males. 


Females. Total, 


Married ,..„„. „.,.. 

Single ..••••••«#*.•*/•. •*««.« ••*,•••*«• ...•••. 

Widows, .«...«...*. .w.. ..;.... ..; 


* • .....,...•#. 




377 
494 


808 
268 
108 


680 
767 
108 


Widowers... ..... ..~.» ^.^•.••'.......•. M ... « 






52 . 


ta 


Total. «./..«..^..... 


r 


928 , 


1 674 


:;»* 



Stammikt exhibiting the age* at the time of admiesion. 




AQB8. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Between 5 and 10 M 

41 20 " 80 

" 80 " 40 V ....IL . 

•• 40 •' 80..: ~.- v . 

•• 50 *• 60 j. 


• 

, 8 

67 * 

281 

,238 

151 

116 

,62 

12 

4 


h - ■■ 

2 
' 69' 

rti 

208 

169 

66 

.42 

22 


462 
481 
200 
171 


ft 70 *» fin , 

«4 fiA K Oft ' r 


104 

4 


J.Ov8& ••••••• •••»• «..*•. «••••• ...... ••«... •*«..*; **..,« •* a «r>' •«•••* «*..«•?«*•■•. 


. 928 


a74 


1,W7 



Statbmikt exhibiting the coutofy, (to., tending and by whom committed. 



OOUNT¥ t &0. 


Hy oonrt* 


1 *■ * :* ■ ■ — *- 

By director 
of poor. 


By friends. 


**&«. 


Tatal. 


Allegheny city. ..«,,•*«••• 

Allegheny county. ^...^.^ 
Armstrong " ._......,., 

Beaver ## ............ 

Batler ** •«• •?•»*-»»• 


6 

119 

10 

6 

•. 16 


62 
128 

8 
86 

2 

"ST" 
.......... 

... .......... 

18 

9 

4 

13 


97 

131 

17 

67 

26 

1 

17 

10 

7 

1 

M 


* ' ' ' * 


156 


1 


874 
36 




98 
42 


Blair " .-...„..„ 




1 


Crawford ** „ „. 


18 

""" "*"" 12"* 

21 

46 

1 


74 


Cambria " ............ 

Clarion " »~.» 

Clearfield M ........... 

jq*io ...*•>••, p,,p 
Fayette " .-.,...,.., 
Forest " .-„...„„ 


l" 


Jfr 

20 

1 
60 
68 




' 1 


Greene •* ............ 



84 

34 




16 


Indiana ** . wW ... m 


6 

4 

10 


40 

13 


Lawrence " 


• 1 

I 


47 
1 


Mercer *' ... ........ 


a 
1 

. a 

1ft 
2 
5 
9 


...... ..«•«. M>... 

4 

9 

4 

86 


H 

98 

4 

39 

170 

6 

IS 

6 

i 

1 


36 


Somerset ** ...*..,,„,« 
Venango •« ....„....„ 
Washington •• ............ 




1 

2 

12 


2 


118 


Warren* • * «••*.«• 


15 


Westmoreland oounty*~ . 




48 
204 


Btate ofOhio !!...!.,..!". 




5 


" Virginia ............ 

*• Iowa........ 




13 




8 


*• Kansas 








1 


City of Philadelphia^,,,. 


.„,„MM .«.,».» 


— - 




1 






Total 


800 


480 


861 


6 


1,697 



11 
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The following table will show the causes of insanity in th0 1,59? patients 
admitted: _ y 



CAUSES. 



Ill health 

Intemperance 

Excess of labor 

Disappointment . 

Epilepsy 

Religious excitement... 

Puerperal... 

Use of opium 

Use of ether 

Loss of sleep..... 

Inilam. of brain 

Use of quack medicine. 

Excessive study 

Spiritualism 

Mental anxiety 

Domestic difficulty 

Stock speculation 

Pecuniary difficulties .. 

Palsy 

Injuries of head 

Litigation.., 

Exposure to sun 

Idiocy t 

Injury to spine 

Injury to leg 

Nostalgia 

Unknown 



E 

i 



129 
134 

20 

39 

52 

24 



3 

10 
1 

10 
2 
7 

33 
1 

56 
7 

22 
7 
7 
3 
2 
2 
1 
111 



P 



147 

19 

2 

35 

17 

17 

81 

3 

3 

6 

2 

3 

1 

2 

7 

75 



84 



H 

o 

B 



276 

153 

22 

74 

69 

41 

81 

7 

3 

9 

12 

4 

11 

4 

14 

108 

1 

60 

9 

26 
8 
7 
7 
2 
2 
3 
195 



CAUSES. 



Gun shot wound 

Andersonville prison... 

Use of tobacco 

Want of employment. 

Excesses 

Loss of friends 

Dread of poverty 

Dyspepsia 

Jealousy 

Fear of starving. . 

Destitution... 

Fever 

Amenorrhea , 

Excitement , 

Eruptive diseases.... ... 

Fear 

War excitement 

Neuralgia 

Old age 

Railroad accident 

Chloroform 

Desertion 

Exposure to cold 

Change of life 

Abuse. 



Total, males <fcfemalea,| 927 670 1,597 






1 
1 
2 
9 
113 

13 
5 

18 
4 
1 



15 






o 

1 



33 
1 
7 

14 
...... 

13 

18 

3 

4 

15 

3 



a 



O 






1 
1 

8 

9 

113 

46 

6 

25 
18 

1 

8 
28 
18 

7 
10 
22 
21 

2 
26 

1 

I 

5 
5 
1 
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s 



.«**.**• »*afiea*aa8«wft 



Females, w 



~4*«coi0*« :«o*<oo>o*©t«- 



Males..... ^^^ot^^^coooad^Qioj 



20 to 35 years., -j* * 



15 to 20 years .. «* | 



10 tol5 years.. 



5.toM years *».. 



4 to 5 years . 



3 to 4 yean 



2 to 3 years***. 



ItoS 



#to 13 months. 



tf toff months... 



TJnder3 mos... 



£ Females, 






a 

i 



i 



Males. 



Females, 



Males ... 



Females, 



Males... 



Females, 



Males.. 



1 



Females, 



Male*... 



Females, 



Males.. 



! 1* :-« 1 : 

i : - z : : 



MWN^ 



» i^4 ;«*.* _:Qq_i»4.* 



i J J t : 






| { |Ur j JH.. 



nnm 



j t :c*^****-« 



]^4^<^ J^c* :c*09«>«« 



•4^4*4< : : : { el .-< u» ••* c? e« 






^eis-ej.-. 



.> 



: 2 



li 



: : 5 itH 

iiii 

t : t : 



3« ! : I 

t t f 
tit 






t : 



: : 
: : 



«hc«*h :«* 



p4vH ;H« gCtCt 



•* i I ! ii 



• i • • 

: ! : : 



**c«a«i* 






,H»4C0v4*4 ; I r*lC« **)••• 



*^c«c9Cf :c* :« w *■««** ok6 



! : t t 

1 : ? 



i~t<*M6c*~< act*** 34*33 



! : 



8 



3 



a 



a 



tjj 



^g§^fe§^ii 
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The following table will show how many of each sex, andthe number of 
times each have been re-admitted, since the opening of the hospital, in 





NUMBER OF TIMBS ADMITTBI>. 

-■■■-. 


K 
5* 

r 
| 

: 


* 

3 
1 

GO 
[ 


Total — males 
and females. 


Iff 

O CD 
P C 

: *w 
: s» 


2 


57 

11 

5 

I 

••" 


32 

14 

2 

...... 

1 
1 


69 

25 

7 

1 

1 
1 
1 


178 
75 
28 


4 ; 


5 


5 


9;" ;;; ; f 


6 

9 


12 




12 








Tot*] 


74 | 


51 


125 


313 



The means of occupation for the male patients consist mainly of labor 
on the farm, excavating,, making roads, etcJ ! For female patients they con- 
sist of Bowing) ironing, chamber and kitchen work. * ! 

The means of amusement for the patients are : concerts, magic lantern 
exhibitions, tableaux, gymnastics, billiards, bagatelle, checkers, dominoes, 
books and papers, lectures, matron's parties, &c, Ac. 

The institution fe provided -with two pianos, ; drgan, melodeon, drums, 
fifes and various stringed instruments. Parties of from twenty to fifty pa- 
tients are frequently out walking through the grounds* ends* the oar e pt 
attendants. 

There Is a small library for the use of the patients, consisting of about 
three hundred volumes. 

Manual labor is regarded as an important curative measure in a large 
proportion of cases, and is always employed in such cases a$ seem to re- 
quire it; 

Mechanical means of restraint are used; to a very limited extent, and 
only in cases where there is a strong disposition to suicide, homicide, or to 
divest themselves of clothing. The means of restraint, consist of the 
sleeves and muffs. No record has beeri kept of patients who have been 
under restraint during the year j but there have been^but few, and for short 
periods. < 

The architectural arrangements, as well as the furniture of the building, 
are fully adapted to the management of four hundred insane persons* 

There being no law defining the capacity of the institution, and as all. 
patients committed by orders of courts and' the directors of the poor must 
be reserved, the institution is likely soon to be overcrowded, and the pa- 
tients suffer inconsequence. It is therefore suggested that there should 
be some enactment limiting the number Of patients to two hundred and 
fifty oj? eaeh sex, and giving to each county in the Western Judicial dis- ; 
trict its quota. - 

^ -STAT* HOSPITAL. HOB. TftB INS A. HE, &AIfy*IiM, 2Ai 

At tlhe session of the Medical Society of Pennsylvania, held in Pitts- 
burg, in 1867, a committee was appointed to prepare a memorial setting 
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forth tke urgent necessity of ftdttttaaftlsaeeammodation for the insane, and 
to urge upon the Legislature the great importance of establishing another 
hospital for the insane of the Northern district of the State. 

This -ttemcfrial^ras prepared aftd presented, and a bill was passed by the 
Legislature and approved by the Governor on April 13, 1868, appointing 
Dr. Joseph A. Reed, of Allegheny county. Dr. Traill Green, of Northamp- 
ton county, and Dr.: .John Curwen, of Dauphin county,, commissioners to 
select a site and erect a hospital for the insane of the counties of Monroe, 
Carbon, Bike, Wayne, Susquehanna, Wyoming, Jjuzetnp, Columbia, Mon- 
tour, SulBvan, Bradford, Lycoming, Tioga, Clinton, Centre, Clearfield, 
Elk, Oamdfon, M'Kean and Potter. 

The commissioners, in obedience to the requirements of the bill, elected 
as superintendent Dr. S. S» Schultz, whose long experience in a hospital for 
the insane admirably fitted him for the position, and to his zealous and 
untiring labors, and strict attention, to, all matters. in connection with ,tjie 
construction of the buildings* most of the credit for the faithful manner 
in which the work hits been done is due. 

They also selected as their architect,. John M 'Arthur, Jr., Esq,, of Phila* 
delphia. 

After a careful examination of the different sites to which their attention 
was called, and aided by>thej*dvi$e of Mifts Dix, Dr. Thomas §. Kirkbride 
and Dr. Isaac Bay, of Philadelphia, Dr. W. Worthington and Hon. Russell 
Erfett, of the State Senate, 4be womnwssione»S:#elected the sfte? which had 
been offered them at Danville, as beings in tall respects, best adapted to such 
an institution, from its more central position, its superior location, and its 
great railroad facilities sof c^mnuwioatipn 5v,ith all parts Qf the district. 

This selection was Approved by Qowaor Geary, who h*d accompanied 
the commissioners through part; of their trip, and preparations were at 
once commenced for making the roads a*4 o^ber^rxangenjents necessary 
for building. ( 

The cost of the farm was $26,600, paid by the commissioners on thq part 
of the Commonwealth, and $16,123 12 paid by tbe piti^ens of Danville. A 
large amount of preparatory work haying been done in the fall of 1868, 
early in the spring of I860 the excavation of the foundation tOf the centre 
building and one wing on each side, with the transverse wing, parallel witfr 
the centre,, was commenced #nd pushed forward, ^nd the lsjruftK of the foun- 
dation had so-ifac progressed tjaa> the C9rner-stone was Jaid on. August 26, 
1869>by Governor Oeary, and an address delivered by Dr, Isaao Ray, of 
Philadelphia. By the close of the ^prking season of tl*at year the foun- 
dation was all laW ready for tjip first floor of joist. During the fall antf 
winter of 1869 a large amount of stone and brick was procured and piled 
on the fljrowd, and the door and window ftaines, made^, sp as to facilitate 
building operations in £be. aprin#. , , 

Commencing as soon as the weather would permit, in the spring of 1870, 
all the stone and Jwriek wprk, with suc}i carpenter w;ork as was necessary 
to enclose those .poortiws of the . building* wap pushed fprward as rapidly 
as was consistent with the proper; ex&cutiQn of $he work, and by the close 
of the. year the whole Md/beenienpiosedAud the plat? roof on all parts ex- 
cept tbeiecfc.tre 'building,! (TU^Alate roof of the centre building and all the 
carpenter work necessary to enclose it will be finished by March J» 1811.) 

The part thus far built will accommodate the officers of the hospital, all 
those employed in the dqmee£ia a?r%ng^p%n>s of tbe institution, the kitchen, 
the chapel and rooms for at least one. hundred and sixty patients and their 
attendants, with their sitting rooms, dining .rooms and all other in-door 
conveniences. 
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It is the earnest hope of the commissioners that they may be able to 
finish 'tftte wbolfe structure a^ dt-rglfcaUy designed, and have it ready for oc- 
cupation by those who »o mueh afefcd it* at' 'the' earliest period consistent 
" with the proper and skilful execution *> of the work. 

Everything has been done to have a good, weltarastructed building 
fully «p to the requirements of the 1 time, and with the view of having the 
work dbne to the best advantage afed the greatest economy to the Common- 
wealth, and thus far the work done is much below the estimated coat of the 
architect. * 

The whole amount spent by the commissioners, 4bt *R purposes, to No* 
vember 1, 187$, including the purchase of the farm,, the salary oif the 
superintendent, payments to the architect, for 'the preparation for building, 
in the construction of roads, laying' the eewer^beyond the canal* the puiv 
chase of materials and the erection of the buittfng, was $206,400. 

A detailed account of the boildfcig and its interior arrangements will be 
given when the work lias been move ftdly performed. 

When the Danville Hospital for the Insane shall be completed the State 
will have two institutions of this kind under its control, both erected by 
funds drawn directly from the State Treasury, and managed by trustees 
appointed by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate ; a 
third' (Dhtmont) has been also mainly established by State appropriations, 
but is controlled by managers ohosen by the contributors to the institution. 

Besides the foregoing hospitals devoted entirely to the accommodation 
of the insane, three others hate been established, either by associated or 
individual munificence, and are in- successful operation- Some account of 
these institutions will not, I trust, be deemed improper in this place, as 
they complete the presentation to the Legislature, in one connection, of all 
the provision which has been madfc in the State for the reception and treat- 
ment of this helpless class of our population, except those which are en- 
tirely local in their character, and supported by taxation upon cities, coun- 
ties, boroughs or townships. • 

I present these institutions according to the date of their organization. 

PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL FOR THX INSANE. 

The Pennsylvania Hospital, in the city of Philadelphia, is the oldest in- 
stitution for the care of the insane in America* Established in 1751, by- 
benevolent citizens of Philadelphia, it received a charter from the Colonial 
Assembly, which was general in its character, providing for the relief of 
the sick and the care and treatment- of the insane. 

From its foundation to the present time, with the exception of some legis- 
lative assistance towards the erection of the original buildinge, at Eighth 
and Pine streets, it has always retted for itfe support upon the generous 
contributions of private citizens, receiving bo aid whatever from city, 
county or State. 

It now consists of two departments, that for the sick occupying the en- 
tire square of ground between Eighth and Ninth and Spruce and Fine 
streets, and appropriated to the sick and cases of aeoident, and that Her 
the insane, now known as the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, and 
consisting of two distinct buildings. The corner stone of the original one 
was laid June $2, 1836, and it was opened on the first day of 1841. The sec- 
ond building was opened in 1859. They are situated about two miles west 
of the river Schuylkill, between Market and Haverford streets* and the 
pleasure grounds and gardens of which embrace a tract of more than one 
hundred acres of land admirably adapted to the purpose. 
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AH these grounds, and all the buildings upon them, we** obtained with- 

. out any appeal, to the public treasury, the department for female* from the 

proceed* of the sale of vacant lot* around the original building, and the 

department for males, the coat of which waa $866,901 57, from the generous 

contributions -of benevolent citizen** •• 

The centre building and main wing* of the female hospital present an 
eastern, front of four hundred and thirty-six feet, and consist of a base- 
ment and tiro principal stories, • 

The tfasement throughout is surrounded by an area seven feet wide at 
bottom, and six feet below the surrounding ground, to which handsomely 
sodded sloping banks gradually ascend. . f 

. The centre building is ninety-six feet deeps, sixtyfchree feet wide east of 
its junctien with the wings, and thirty-seven feet on it* western side. The 
former, which, is the principal front, is built of cut stone, and ornamented 
with a handsome Doric portico. The wee&ern has also a ppcteco of .smaller 
dimensions, and like the. rest of the hospital, is of atone, stuoooad to re- 
semble the eastern front. 

Spacious arched halls cross this building at right angles in each of the 
stories. Those .passing north and south are twelve feet wide, and continu- 
ous with the corridors of the wings ; the others are fourteen .feet tpide and 
contain the stairways, which in, the principal stories are six feet wide, and 
are, with the exception of the stepping board and handrail* constructed 
entirely of iron, and firmly secured to the wall. 

In the basement is the kitchen, thirty-six by twenty~two feet, in which 
are fixtures of approved construction for steaming and baking, store rooms, a 
family dining room, a similar, one for the domestics, and other rooms. 

In the principal story is the managers' room, which is -also the steward's 
office, and a family parlor, .each twenty-four by nineteen feefy and two large 
rooms, thirty-six by twenty feet, one uled as a reception room for visitors, 
and the. other as a lecture room and for collecting the patients on the Sab- 
bath, or on other occasions. 

Communicating with the corridors of the winga and with the hell of the 
centre, are rooms in which patients can have private interviews with their 
friends without exposure, either to other patients* or to visitors to the 
house. * - • • 

In the second story arc the physician's office, in which are kept the medi- 
cines ami the library, chambers for the officers resident in the hospital and 
two parlors, similar in size to the large rooms on the first floor, handsomely 
furnished, and intended for the better class of convalescent patients. 

The centre building is surmounted by a dome of good proportions, in 

which are placed the iron tanks firom which water is conveyed to &v^ry part 

of the building. The summit of the dome is eighty-five feet above the level 

of the basement, and from it the panoramic view is one of .great beauty, 

, embracing a large extent of country. 

The main hospital is covered with tin, and its cornices, window sills, Ac., 
are of cut stone, similar to that used for the front of, the centre building. 
. The basement story of the centre, *nd all the .stories of the wings, are thir- 
teen feet six inches high j the two principal stories in the centre are eighteen 
feet nine inches. 

Passing north and south from the/sentre building are the main wings, on 
each side of which is a reception ward for patient*. On the west. side of 
the basement is a passage way ten feet. wide. Opposite to this, in each 
wing, is a dining room, 42 by %4 feet j another 24 feet square, aad lodging 
rooms for the domestics of the establishment* There is also in the base- 
ment a bake house, ironing room, &c. 
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The principal -story consists of ft corridor, twelve' fast wide, with the pa- 
tients' chambers on each Bide of it; These rooms are thirty in number, 8 
by 10 feet, and are 12£ feat to the crown of the arch: In each ehamber is 
a window, 6 fey S& feet, and over each door is an iron-sash, 16 by- 33 inches, 
by means of which a free circulation of light and air is at all limes per- 
mitted. At the eild of the 1 corridor, adjoining the centre 'building, is a pri- 
vate stairway , and M the other is a parlor, 49 by £5 fleet, having by its side 
one of the main stairways leading to the upper story* Tfaeraare also store 
•rooms for- the patients' clothing and a room containing the runnel by which 
soiled clothes, bedding, ftc, are conveyed frotn both stories to4he basement* 

Running to the west, and at right Angles to those just described/ are the 
return wings, having a corridor ten feet wide, on one side of which are eight 
chambers*. Opposite to these are three rooms, each Hby 1$£ feet} intended 
for patient* who wish Superior accommodations or who have private at- 
tendants, * wash room, water closet and a bath room, in which is every con- 
venience for the douche and hot and cold baths. l 

The patients occupying these different' divisions are separated by large 
folding doors, which oak be thrown open at pleasure. 
' The upper story is similar iff its arrangements and fixtures, except that 
the main wing ie divided, and that the patients occupying one part of it 
are intended toiiave access to the large parlor in the centre building and 
pass to the basement by the private stairway. The building now has 18 
distinct classes for females. " 

The basement and passages of the centre building, and -every part of the 
wings, except the parlors and some of the lodging rooms below, are arched 
with brick throughout/ Cast iron window sash, having glass sifc by fifteen 
inches, is used in nearly all the patients'' chambers. The upper and lower 
sash work in an iron' frame; they rise and fail simultaneously to the extent 
of six inches, when a stop prevents their further progress. Others have a 
wrought iron, guard opposite the lower sash, which is then of wood. 

The parlors are generally carpeted and neatly furnished. Every cham- 
ber, where the state of the patient will permit it, has a bedstead, straw and 
hair mattrass, table, chair, looking glass and strip of carpet, and when de- 
sired by the friends of patients, more furniture may be introduced. - 

Of the bedsteads now in the house about fifty are of cast iron, neatly 
made and painted, and so constructed that they can be firmly secured to 
the floor. The remainder are of wood, and differ in no respect from what 
are commonly found in boarding houses. 

In 1847 and 1848 two additional wards on each side were built and con- 
nected with the main structure, giving four more wards and accommoda- 
tions for 60 additional patients. In addition to this the Fisher ward, on 
the south aide, hae been in use for two years ; it accommodates 20 patients. 
This structure received its name in honor of the liberal benefactor of the 
insane, the late Joseph Fisher, of Philadelphia. The entire building is 112 
by 2T£ feet, and two stories,, each 12 feet high. It is built of brick, is stuc- 
coed and has a slate roof. ' 

- On the first floor is a dining room, with steam tables and other conveni- 
ences for keeping food warm and for cooking articles for the sick ; a bath 
room, water closet, clothes closet and nine rooms for patients*, each being 
about 10 by 14$ feet, and in a few instances two are thrown- together. The 
rooms are oa one side of a corridor, partly 8$ and partly H>$ feet wide, 
with two bay windows projecting' more than four feet in each story; 

The second story has the same arrangement, except that a room for two 
attendants takes the place of the dining room. All the patients' rooms 
have a southern exposure, with large windows-, the upper sashes of which 
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are of iron, immoTabl*; the lower sashes- are of wood, and may be raised 
to their full height, having ornamental wrought iron guards on the outside. 

The fornitnre is of walnut, neat and substantial. A portion of the rooms 
are carpeted, with curtains to the windows, and the bedding universally is 
of the. best kind. The whole cost of -the Pisher ward, its furniture and fix- 
tures, was defrayed from the special legacy of the late Joseph Fisher. The 
ventilation of these ward* is by a fan r driven by a small steam engine. 

The Department for ifates,— The first stone of the new hospital for this 
department was laid on the 7th of July, 1856, and it was opened for the re- 
ception of patients October 2T, 1859. 

It is situated in full view, and on the western, side of the building previ- 
ously in use, in the midst of fifty acres, of- pleasure grounds and gardens, 
the whole of which is surrounded by a Substantial stone wall, covered with 
flagging, and of an average height of 10£ feet. The gate of entrance is on 
Forty-ninth street, between Market and Haverford streets; easy of access 
at all seasons by horse railroads. 

This new hospital consists of a centre building, with wings running north 
and south, making a front of 512 feet ; of other wings, conneeted with each 
of those just referred to, running east 161 feet, aU three stories high, and 
these last having at their extreme ends communications with extensive one- 
storied buildings. All the exterior walls are of stone, stuccoed, anjl the 
interior are of brick. . 

The centre building is 115 by 1 3 feet. It has a doric portico of granite 
in front, and is surmounted by a dome, in which are placed iron tanks, from 
which the. whole building. is supplied with water. 

In the basement or first story of the centre building is the main kitchen, 
42 by 24 feet, in which are improved arrangements for cooking ; a scul- 
lery, 24 by 11 feet, two store rooms, each fiO by 22 feet, a trunk room, 24 
by 12 feet, a general clothes room, a bread room, a dining room for the offi- 
cers, another for the domestics, a lodging room for the seamstress, another 
for the supervisor of. the basement, a stairway to the main story and a 
dumb waiter leading from the kitchen to the cellar, and another leading to 
the upper sooms of, the centre building. 

The. cellars under the centre building, besides containing the hot-air 
chamtjers for that division of the house, have three distinct rooms for stor- 
age, which are ventilated by means of fines leading out through the roof of 
the bouse. . ,. . * 

In front of the basement, and under the steps, and adjoining roadway, 
are the vaults for coal for the kitchen and bake-room and the ice-house, the 
latter being ventilated as mentioned for the cellars, and carts unload into 
both through openings in the blue stone flagging, wnich forms the roadway 
upon the arches over the vaults below. Adjoining the ice-house is a small 
apartment with stone shelves, for keeping food cool in summer, and along- 
side *>f the ooai vault is a space for the offal from the kitchen. There is 
also a small kitchen near the scullery, and intended for the superintendent's 
family whenever it is required for the purpose. 

On the second or principal story is the lecture room, 42 by 24 feet, in the 
lecturer's table of which water, steam and gas, for experimental purposes, 
have been introduced. It also contains cases for apparatus, a black-board 
and a smooth surface, 24 by 18 feet, on which dissolving views are shown. 
On the opposite side of the main corridor is a reception room for visitors, 
and a room for visits to patients by their friends, each being 24 by 23 feet. 
There are also on this floor two. small rooms for more private visits, the 
medical office and library, which is also the assistant physician's office, 24 
by 14 feet, with a srnall atore room, containing a sink, Ac, adjoining ; the 
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lodging room for the assistant pfcysiteian having tiiiarge ef thentedfoal 
office, with which It coinmpnicates ; a general btteiness tWHce* which is also 
that of the steward, 24 by 20 feet; a managers' room, WbyW feet, which 
is aisb thp principal physician's private office; a parlor, 24 by 19 feet, for 
the use of the officers of .the house ; arid a tre. proof, 11 by 9 feety in edn- 
nection with the general business office; • . * 

In the third story are four front rooms, 24 by 21 feet each ; * corridor, 
42 by 16 feet; a bath-room, water-closet and clothes closets. There are 
also on this floor chambers for the steward and "matron, for the senior as- 
sistant physician, three others that may be used as deetaed expedient, arid 
a room, 24 by 11 feet, lighted from the roof, and intended 1 fbr a general 
store room for the bedding and other dry goods not actually in use. 

The corridors of the centre building, running east and west, are 16 feet 
wide, those running north and south, in which are Ifce stairways, lighted 
from the roof, are 12 feet wide. ' 

The. wings on each side of the centre building are nearly alike, except 
that on the south side is thfe ironing room, 28 by 11 feet, with a drying 
closet, 11 by 11 feet, attached, and in the rear,* small kitehefr tad the 
lodging room of the female domestics. These rooms on the north side are 
used as; the bake room, the baker's store and lodging room's, and the lodg- 
ing room of the hired men not employed in the wards. On this floor, on 
each side of the centre, is a museum and reading room, 42 by 14 feet, and 
accessible either from the grounds or from the inside of the building, twt> 
work rooms for the patients, two^ lodging rooms fdr persons employed in 
the work rooms, a bath room for the officers, and another for the domestics, 
two water-closets, Ac. There is also on this 'floor & large room 29 by 24 
feet, with a bath-tub and water-closet in a recess ; another 24 by 16 feet, a 
third 23 by 1 1 feet, and five rooms 1 1 by 9 feet, a bath room, drying closet, &e. 

These apartments are intended for patients who are particularly ill and 
who require special quiet and seclusion; ithere tfaey may be visited, if deemed 
expedient by their frienda, without annoyance to others or interfering with 
the discipline of the house. 

Besides the fifth ward just described, and which' is on the firfet floor, there 
are on each side of the centre two other stories, each bf which constitutes 
a ward ; the rooms are arranged on both sides of the corridor, which is 12 
feet wide. 

Passing from the return wings into the supervisor's office the one-storied 
buildings are reached. Each of these has provision for tWenty-six patients 
and six attendants, and every arrangemerit for their comfort. The rooms 
are here on one side of a corridor, ten feet wide, and at the «nd of each of 
those running towards the east is a cross hall, in which are three rooms, 
particularly for patients who from any cause may require special seclusion. 
One of the main halls is used for dining and the other for a sitting room. 
Between the dining halls of these two wards, (the seventh and eighth,) and 
made private by sliding doors, are four rooms, intended for excited patients 
who have special attendants. Opposite these last is a room 110 by 14 feet, 
with an arched ceiling 15 feet high, with sky-lights and windows, out Of 
reach, intended to be used as a kind of gymnasium, and accessible either 
from the adjacent garden and yards or directly fVoih the wards ; and in the 
story below this is a room of the same size, in which are two fine bowling 
alleys, jrijth reading tables, &c. Both these 'rooms may be well lighted with 
gas and warmed by steam pipe, so that they can be comfortably used ittthfe 
evening as. welt as by day, and in all kinds Of weather. 

The arrangement of these one-storied buildings makes for fcach two very 
pleasant yards, in size 1 10 by 54 feet, sarrounded bjr brohd brick pavements, 
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and having grass in the centre, with an open iron palisade in front, giving 
a distinct though sufficiently distant view of two of the most traveled 
roads in the vicinity. 

There is also a yard, 343 by 72 feet, adjoining each sixth ward, fitted up as 
the others and planted with shade trees. Brick pavements also surround 
the entire building, making, with those just referred to and those in front, 
a continuous walk of six thousand one hundred and fifty -two (6,152) feet. 

The whole income of the institution is appropriated to the care and treat- 
ment of the patients, of whom a considerable number are received and 
treated without charge of any kind, and many others at rates of board 
much below the cost of their support. The amount expended on free pa- 
tients in 1868 being $19,306, and in 1869, $18,658 97. The number of free 
patients depends upon the income of the institution. 

The board of managers, selected from well known citizens, have always 
served without compensation, and the resident salaried officers are in no 
way interested in the amount of income received from the board of pa- 
tients. Since the'year 1859 the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane has 
consisted of two departments — one for males and one for females — each a 
complete institution in itself, with distinct sets of resident officers, and 
only connected by the board of managers and the physician-in -chief and 
superintendent. 

The separation of the sexes is believed to have been highly advantageous 
and has given opportunity for a very minute classification of the patients, 
so that there is no difficulty in having at least sixteen distinct wards in 
each building, each ward being abundantly supplied with everything deemed 
necessary for the comfort and treatment of the patients. 

From the opening of the Pennsylvania hospital, in 1751, to the removal 
of the insane to the new building on the west side of the river Schuylkill, 
in 1841, 4,366 insane patients had been under its care; and of these, 1,493 , # 
were cured, 913 were discharged in various states of improvement, and 
1,851 were discharged without improvement or died. 

Since the establishment of the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, on . 
the 1st of January, 1841, up to December 11, 1869,5,519 patients have 
been received; and of these, 2,651 have been cured, 1,274 have been dis- ( 
charged in various stages of improvement, and 1,281 have left without ma- ; 
terial change, or have died. i 

Dr. Thomas S. Kirkbride is, and has been since its opening, in 1841, 
physician-in-chief and superintendent of the whole institution, residing at 
the department for females, and Dr. S. Preston Jones has had the imme- 
diate charge of the department for males, since its opening in 1859, and ; 
resides there. ; 

There is also another physician, a steward and a matron at each depart- i 
ment, with a large force of attendants, supervisors and companions for the f 
patients. 

The arrangements for the occupation and amusement of the patients are k 
very varied and extensive. Several miles of carriage drives and foot- walks p 
inside the enclosure, museums, reading rooms, billiard rooms, gymnastic > 
halls, bowling alleys, libraries, &c, give facilities for the gratification of 
nearly every taste, while lectures, exhibitions of various kinds, light gym- : 
nasties, concerts, readings, tea parties, &c, offer something interesting, in c 
which a large proportion of all the patients can participate nearly every t 
evening. t 

In the treatment of the patients the utiaos^ amount .4>&%M&9b«G§IP*r ] 
patible with their safety, is allowed, while the use of mechanical means of 
restraint is rarely found necessary. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOARD OF PUBLIC CHARITIES. 109 

There are connected with this hospital one hundred and thirteen acres of 
land, mostly used as gardens and pleasure grounds for the patients. The 
original cost of land was $36,000 ; present estimated value of grounds is 
$300,000; the buildings have cost over $700,000. The funds were fur- 
nished entirely from the sale of vacant lots around the old hospital, or by 
private contributions. The present estimated value of the personal pro- 
perty is $100,000. 

The buildings are warmed by fresh air passed over steam pipes in the 
basement story, lighted by gas, ventilated by a fan at the department for 
males, and partially so at the department for females. The drainage is 
through underground culverta. 

The supply of water is obtained on the premises. Daily consumption 
at each hospital about twenty thousand gallons. 

The provision against fire consists of connections with the water tanks, 
and steam pumps, fire plugs around the buildings, steam pipes carried up 
into attics, fire-proof stairways in all parts occupied by patients. 

In the laundry steam power is used, and the washing is done almost entirely 
by this means. There are Shaker washing machines and fans for drying. 

The institution will accommodate 250 males and 220 females. In the 
department for females the patients can be divided into eighteen distinct 
classes, each ward having all the conveniences required in the "propositions 
of the Association of Medical Superintendents of American Institutions for 
the Insane ;" and in the department for males into sixteen classes or wards. 

The management of the hospital consists of a board of twelve managers 
and a treasurer, elected annually by the contributors. A committee of 
this board visit the hospital every week, and have never once missed doing 
so in a period of nearly thirty years. 

The system of inspection consists of weekly visits of the managers, 
nearly daily visits by physicians-in-chief, Visits twice a day by assistant 
physicians, occasional visits by stewards and matrons, constant vigilance 
of two supervisors at the department for males, and of one supervisor and 
two companions for patients at the department for females. 
, The medical officers are physician-in-chief and superintendent, who has 
one assistant medical officer at the department for females, and two, one of 
whom has special charge, at the department for males. The salaries of 
these are, physician-in-chief, who supports his own family, $4,000 per an- 
num ; the other medical officers, $1,500, $1,000 and $800 per annum, with 
board, &c. t of their families. 

There is about one attendant to every five patients. The general rate of • 
wages to attendants is $16 per month to males, and $12 per month to females. 

There were in the hospital, December 31, 1869, 157 male and 156 female 
patients under care, and of these 275 were supported by their friends, and 
38 by the institution. The average cost per week for the support of each 
inmate was $8 81, for the year 1869; total amount expended on free pa- 
tients, $18,658 97. 

The Pennsylvania hospital, as already stated, received some legislative as- 
sistance towards the erection of their original buildings, at Eighth and Pina 
streets, since which time it has received no appropriation from the city, 
county or State, for any of its improvements or extensions, or for its support. 

The only source of income is the board of patients, and the contribu- 
tions of the benevolent, and to make up deficiencies, it has to resort, as fax 
a3 this goes, to the interest of the vested funds of the institution. The 
amount thus received by the department for the insane, in twenty-nine 
years, has been $133,072 18, and the amount expended on free patients, 
during the same period, was $286,258 30. 
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Statmmh* exhibiting the forma of diseases for which patients were ad- 
mitted ; also, the number and condition of those ti>hbhave been' discharged. 



CONDITION WHEN ADMITTED. 


NUMBER AND CONDITION WHEN 

DISCHARGED. 


FORM OF DISEASE. 
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Statement showing occupation of mate patients. 
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Artists 

Authors....... , 

Bakers 

Bank officer 

Book binders.. 

Brushmakers 

Boat builder 

Bricklayers 

Brickmakers , 

Blacksmiths 

lirew ers ........ ......... ...... ..*< 

Clerks - 

Carpenters , 

Coachmen ... „ 

Conveyancers „ » 

Carver ,.,,. „ 

Confectioners « J 

Coach makers „ 1 

Collector „ « 

Contractors , 

Coopers , 

Chairmakers 

Capmaker...... ; 

Chemists „ , 

Curriers . „... 4 : 

Coach trimmers \ 

Druggists ...., ...,..„ 

Dentists 

Drovers 

Engineers „.. , 

Farmers , 

Glass blowers 

Gardeners..... , 

Hatters „ «^„ \ 

Hair dressers.....*.,. 

Hotel keepers , 

Iron master .... 

Jewellers ..a... i 

T^a borers . » f 

Locksmiths 

Merchants J B 

Masons .„ J 

Manufacturers 

Miners ..... ......... •*.«.. ...... .«..X 

Machinists « 

Nurses „ ..I 

Officers of army f ..., . I 



20 
3 

16 
1 

12 
2 
1 

11 
5 

36 

3 

244 

32 
7 
6 
2 

13 
8 
1 
2 
3 

30 
1 
5 
2 
2 

29 
3 
4 

IB 

377 

3 

15 
9 

a 

36 

2 

15 

228 

3 

287 

23 

65 

15 

53 

2 

10 



Officers of navy . 

Physicians, lawyers and clergymen, 

Printers ' 

Pedlers. 

Planters 

Plasterers 

Painters „_ 

Paper hangers. „ 

Public officers 

Potter 

Print cutters. 

Plumbers 

Ropemakers 

Sadlers 

Seamen , 

Shipwrights 

Soapmaker 

Sailmakers 

Secondhand dealers 

Shoemakers 

Stovemakers 

Soldiers 

Silversmiths 

Teachers and students... 

Tobacconists 

Tinman 

Tanners 

Tailors 

Type founders , 

Telegraph operators 

Umbrella makers 

Upholsterers « 

Unknown , 

Victuallers 

Weavers , 

Watchmakers .... 

Wheelwrights .., 

Waiter 

Whipmaker %. 

Wiremaker 

Auctioneers '. 

Planemaker 

Photographer 

Brokers 



...... ••••■•••••••.i 



16 

160 

30 

16 

29 

14 

24 

2 

13 

1 

2 

4 

3 

14 

59 

2 

1 

6 

3 

91 

3 

19 

3 

133 

24 

19 

6 

40 

2 

2 

3 

4 

401 

15 

3d 

7 

6 

1 

1 

1 

3 



1 



Total 2,937 
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Statement allowing occupation of female patiehts — Total, 2,598. 




Artists 4 

Attendants in stores 16 

Clerk 1 

Domestics 263 

Factory girls , ;....i 7 

Nurses „ 21 

Physician * l 

Segar makers 8 

Seamstresses, <fcc 240 

Sister of Charity 1 

Storekeepers ♦ 26 

Teachers 69 

"Daughters of artists 3 

auctioneer 1 

bakers 4 

bank officers 5 

blacksmiths ' 2 

brickmaker 1 

bricklayers. .. 2 

carpenters 11 

chairmaker. 1 

clergymen :... 18 

clerks 29 

curriers 3 

dentists 3 

druggists. 2 

engineers 2 

farmers 124 

innkeepers 5 

laborers 19 

lawyers « 20 

machinists 5 

masons. 4 

manufacturers. 11 

merchants. 160 

miller 1 

officers of army 2 

officer of navy.„ 1 

papermakers 2 

physicians , 12 

planters 28 

printers 4 

public officers 21 

sea captains 4 

Badler • 1 

shoemakers 4 

tailors 7 

teachers 11 

victualler 1 

weavers 19 

waterman 1 

" watchmaker. 1 

Wives of artists ..., v 10 

" bakers 4 

" bank officers 8 

11 blacksmiths 9 

» bookbinders 3 

44 brass founders 4 

•' bricklayers 2 

41 brickmakers 4 

•" broker 1 

•' brewers ~ 2 

** brushmakers 2 

" cabinetmakers 17 

" carpenters 85 

" clerks 68 

11 clergymen 23 

*' collectors .. 5 

" confectioners. «. 3 

" contractors ..« 4 





<( 








II 


• 


" 


• 


II 




u 




a 




« 




ii 








it 




ii 




it 




It 




1* 


••••iiAWUu 


H 




ii 


* 


ii 




i< 




it 




it 




M 




it 




ii 


' 


ii 



t 






Wives of cutter 1 

** dentists.... 8 

" druggists 14 

*' engineers 11 

* 4 editors.. ...... 4 

** farmers 207 

" grocers... 7 

M gardeners 6 

'* hairdresser 1 

** hatters 6 

" innkeepers. 29 

41 laborers 149 

M lawyers and judges 82 

" machinists ; 29 

44 manufacturers 47 

" masons 2 

11 merchants. 167 

" millers 7 

" officers of army... 9 

44 officer of navy 1 

V painters 2 

44 papermakers 2 

" pedlers.. 6 

" physicians 16 

44 planters 11 

44 plasterers 4 

14 plumbers 8 

44 police officers 7 

11 printers „,. 7 

11 public officers. 4 

44 sadiers , 4 

** sea captains 1 2 

u seamen 18 

" shoemakers , 84 

44 stage owners 2' 

44 tailors 19 

tanners *•...••■...•.......».....«.•« i.0 

44 teachers , 12 

14 tinners 2 

44 tobacconists 5 

" victuallers 8 

*• watchmakers 4 

44 weavers 12 

Widows of baker 1 

41 blacksmith 1 

14 bricklayers „ 2 

44 carpenters 5 

44 clerks .. 18 

•* clergymen 4 

44 engineers 4 

44 engravers. . % 

44 farmers 68 

u hotel keepers ... a 

44 laborers , 88 

** lawyers..... 4 

44 machinists 5 

11 manufacturers.... 14 

44 masons . 2 

41 merchants 49 

•* coopers . 8 

M painters . 2 

41 physicians ; .. 13 

*• planters . .... 8 

44 printer 1 

44 public officers.,.. ..., 11 

•« sea captains..... 6 

44 seamen , 7 

*« shoemakers 21 

44 tanner ^ 1 

11 teachers......... ~* ' 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



113 



BOARD QFT PUBLIC 0HARITIH8. 



StatsIOnt exhibiting the agea of patients when insanity firet appeared; 
also, the aget at the time of their admieeion into the hospital. 



AGTBS 

WHRN INBANTTT 

APPEARED. 


SB 
X 


9 

5 

9 
f 


i 


AQB8 WHEN 
ADMITTED. 


R 

SB 

■ 
: 


SI 

3 

■ 




Under 15 years 


58 

273 

542 

503 

355 

366 

276 

213 

226 

97 

27 

1 


65 

275 

46S 

460 

343 

264 

251 

175 

216 

68 

17 

6 


113 

548 

1,010 

963 

698 

630 

527 

388 

442 

165 

44 

7 


Under 15 years 


10 
155 
424 
444 
377 
404 
803 
278 
331 
151 

58 
4 


18 
157 
374 
414 
345 
304 
291 
220 
267 
147 

64 
7 


28 


between 15 and 20 

" 21 and 25 

*' 25 and 80 

" SO and 35 

" 85 and 40 

w 40 and 45 

45 and 50 

** 50 and 60 

" 60 and 70 

•• 70 and 80 

80 and upwards 


Between 15 and 20 

M 20 and 25 

" 25 and 30 

» 30 and 35 

" 35 and 40 

" 40 and 45 

« 45 and 50 

•• 50 and 60...... 

" 60 and 70 

M 70 and 80 

80 and upwards 


312 
798 
858 
722 
708 
594 
496 
598 
298 
112 
11 




Totals 




Total 


2,937 


2,598 


£,535 


2,937 


2,598 


5, 535 



Statbment exhibiting civil condition* of patient*. 





Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Single ', ,.. ,...„..• M^Mf ........ M .... t .... 

Married-.. ^ M ...... 

jflr luO wlt H ..««...»• »......*» •«••*•«• hwimm .»«.»*••. •«..*•«•• ......a......*. 

Yriuowors. ••«••••«•• ••••••••, *»«*4M*f •*«•••••• ••••^•••* •••••»»**•**•»••••••» 


ill? 

'isS' 


1,084 

1,183 

.831 

...... •.••••**« 


2,566 

2,515 

881 

185 


xotai. ...»••... ■••••• .....».»« *.•••« ......... •••••• •••••• »f ... ...... •••••• 


2,0*7 I 


- . M 98 


• 5,535 



StATiMWT exhibtting the *uppo*ri CQVMC8 pf m**ntty> 



Males 1i 



Females. 



.Total. 



Celibacy.. ......... .............. ._ ..•*»• 

Destitution— loss of property... 

Disappointment .; .... 

Disappointed affections........... 

Domestic difficulties. .............. 

Exposure . 
Griefc..., 



..4 .*" 



»f^....». **f«*< 



*•«.»«.«.. ..«• 



Ill health ;.; 

Injuries and accidents. 

Intemperance... «~* 

Lactation ...;...../..,...,.... 

Masturbation „..; .... 

Nostalgia ....... 

Old age .^.►* M ^, 

Oyer exertion, eXcftement, anxiety.. 

Puerperal... ......... .......... *. r .. 

T^ght lacing .-...•.. ..~~»... 

Religious excitement ...... «.„*.... ,*. 

Sudden wealth, loss of property «.. 

Use of opium, tobacco, ether, Ac ...... 

Use of quack medicine....... ............. 

Unknown M 



1 
8 

8 
28 
41 

« 
70 

519 
55 

284 

'"ft 



. ».«.»»»•»».«< 



-r 



293 



it. ...... tt*t4».*« ........i 



%»—**— «.*..^.»» •< 



71 

142 

15 

2 

1,160 



a 

18 

46 

75 

4 

211 

454 

6 

88 

10 

8 

1 

264 

908 

1 

1(U 

42 

18 

1 

1,109 



Total..:, 



r^r: 



,:,:*>h, 



1 

5 

19 

74 

114 

88 

281 

075 

71 

417 

10 

. 75 

8 

1 

. 557 

208 

1 

171 

184 

28 

8 

2,269 
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sSnAWKOanv^howimp tk&mnibrity oppaHtoitoi 



;S .ij : }! { tr (\ *\ 



Pennsylvania -. 2,092 

Other Middle §tate* .~...«~.. .- ^ M2 

Eastern Stfctea....*... •;....; 180 

SoutherJi States..'...-*. •»»«•*« «'W rt 

Western States 85 



Foreigners. 1, 378 

Unknown,. ;..r..;r "1 



Tota*,...;.., 



— 



Statement showing the duration of insanity. 



— 



- 
























Not exceeding three months , 

Between three and six months , 

Between six months and one year , 

Between one and two years ♦ 

Between two and three years 

Between three and four years. 

Between four and five years 

Between five and ten years 

Between ten and fifteen years , 

Between fifteen and twenty years. 

Between twenty and twenty-five years 

Between twenty-five and thirty years..,*.. 

Thirty years and upwards 



Total 



2,937 2,598 



5, 535 



There- are libraries In nearly- every ward; also, a general library, and . 
small libraries in the museums and reading rooms, of Which "there are two 
at eac& Wilding; The ttftal number bf volumes owned by. the hospital is 
about^OTS, viz : 1,340 aft* the department for males^and 3,T#5 -at the 8^ 
rmttmeat &*~ftmale«h. - 

Occupation bjr m&nual WbOr~is-*fcgarded as an important curative means 
for a certain class of patients. It is not very extensively used. There are 
abundant facilititdibar*i«ftjg^tfl^all«iij^^ ,♦.;.-:-* 

Mechanical means of restraint are rarely used, probably less than two 
per cent, of all cases. Almost the only forms used are the connected sleeves 
or camis6l^^iM1b^^f>pai%t)tl^'for keeping a patient on the bed. 

The general eharaete*-o£ the arrangements of this hospital, the superin- 
tendent thinks, is all that could be desired ; but more funds would give 
greater efficiency, and extend the usefu l ness • of the institution, especially 
by providing for the admission of a larger number of free patietats* : 

THE AOTXUM FOR THE RBSfrEF OP PERSONS 'MPR1VED' OFTBTR USE OP THEIR 
1 REASON, PHrLX»ELPHIA. i 

The establishment of this asylum-originated in feelings of benevolent 
sympathy for duoh members of the religious society of Friends as wen* 
afflicted with inanity, or Who had in their families persons laboring under 
this most distressing of ail maladies to whiGh human nature is incident. 

On the 14th of ; April, *813, the first meeting Of the contributors was 
held in. Philadelphia, and at the succeeding meeting, in. June, a constitu- 
tion w^s- adopted. The association was designated by the name and title 
of Contributors to the Asylum for the Relief of Persons Deprived of the use 
of their Reason/. . 

A twtjpf lanchof good: quality , ina high and healthy situation, with a 
large properties of wood and wfell supplied with water, was accordingly 
purduuted'^n Oxford: township, about 4* ve miles from Philadelphia and one 
12 



Digitized by 



Google 



114 BOAR© OF P¥B1I0 C3tA»KBIB8. 

mile westward of Fauaitord. SubeoEiptioiia'wepe Df*iied,aDdia thecouwp 
pf a short time a sufficient amount of funds being collected, the institution 
was built, and in May, 1817, opened for the reception of patients. It <wap 

never incorporated, and although instituted exclusively for the members 
and professors of the religious society of Friends, as early as the year 
1834, authority was given by the contributors to the managers to receive 
patients of other religious persuasions into the asylum. 

In 1845, however, the contributors limited the admission of patients into 
the asylum to those who were members of the society of Friends or pro- 
fessors with them, but this restriction existed only for one year, and its 
benefits have ever since been extended to all classes of the community 
without regard to sect or party. 

The institution owns about 80 acres of land, the profits of which are ap- 
plied to reducing the cost of maintenance of the patients. The cost of the 
land and buildings was about $85,000 00, which was subscribed by the con- 
tributors. 

The whole building is 322 feet and 8 inches in length, and is composed 
of a centre building, 60 feet square and three stories high above the base* 
ment, having two wings standing back about 18 feet from its front, each 
100 feet long by 24 feet deep and two stories high, terminating in end build- 
ings, which project four feet in advance of each wing, and are 31 feet and 
4 inches in front by 28 feet and 4 inches in depth and three stories high, 
exclusive of the basement. From each of these end buildings a wing, run- 
ning south at right angles with the front, extends 26 feet and 8 inches in 
length by 22 feet and 6 inches in depth, and corresponding in height with 
the front wings. 

The first story of the centre building contains four large rooms, divided 
from each other by halls running at right angles, one of which runs directly 
through the building from north to south, and has the staircase in it, while 
the other opens into each wing. The two front rooms are appropriated, 
the one as a parlor for the superintendent, the other as an office and receiv- 
ing room. The two in the rear, which respectively communicate with the 
wing of the side on which it is situated, are used, one as a day room and 
the other as a lecture room. 

The second story of this building also contains two large rooms, situated, 
with respect to the wings, like the two below, and which are appropriated 
as day rooms for the patients. Besides these there are four smaller rooms, 
used by the officers of the institution. 

There are three large and five smaller rooms in the third story, one of 
which is used as a sitting room for the convalescent female patients, and 
one for the male patients, access being had thereto by a stairway leading 
from the second story of the main wing to the third story of the centre 
building. Each wing contains 20 good sized rooms for patients, with a 
lobby or passage, 10 feet wide, running the whole length in front of them, 
at the extremity of which is the staircase. The, end buildings, or lodge* 
as they are called, though united to the wings by the front wall, yet hgTO 
their other walls entirely distinct, and in the lower story areseparatedtfjraitt 
the wings by a passage live feet wide, leading to the airing yards. 

Immediately over this passage is the staircase i leading jfrom the secqnd 
story to the third of the lodge. The rooms both in the body of the lodges 
and their wings are on the west side, with an entry, six feet .wide, running 
in the rear of them* On the east side these entries are lighted by a wiar 
dow at each end, the wall at the side next the wings being .unbroken and 
of great thickness. This separation of the two lodges from the rest of the 
building is for the purpose of preventing the transmission of sound, and is 
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found effectually to prevent the convalescent and quiet patients, who are 
kept in the tfings, from being injured 'or *ntooyed by the noise of the vio- 
lent and unruly ones who are confined in the lodges. 
"The first stdry of the lodges contains the bath rooms, a dfc^room for par 
tlents, and two other rooms also for patients. The other rooms in the differ- 
ent stories, for the accommodation of the patients and their caretakers, 
are about ten feet square. 

CorinecftedVith the eastern lodge is a building, 16| by 32 feet, for the 
most excitable class of male patients. The principal room is 15 by 20 feet 
. and* 12 faet highjantf lighted by three windows, 8 by 7 feet, and is intended 
to be "need as a dining and day room. It opens on a passage eight feet 
wide, leading at one end to the yard and at the other to the day room, or the 
ftrst story of the lodge, bavingfnit a stairway to the cellar and communi- 
cating With the basement 6f the main builditog. ' ' * 
< There are six bath rooms, three for those if each sex, two on the : ftr8t 
and one on the second story of each wing. Each room is furnished with a 
cast iron bath Mb, into which the water passes from beneath, s6 thrft it can 
be drawn while the patient is in the 1 bath withbut his knowledge, ahd there- 
ibre without exciting his fears. Enamelled iron wash basins are provided 
in each room, and are securely fastened in iron frames, in connection tfith 
which there are sinks with pipes over them, from which hot and cbld water 
can be^ drawn. 

In the attic is an iron tank, of 400 gallons capacity, containing the water, 
which Is heated for 1 the men's bath rboms by a' circulating boiler placed in 
the basement, with a fire constantly in it. The draft from this is also used 
for ventilating the water closets above. There is also a similar arrange* 
inent for hot water fbr thfe woin&i's baths. ■ 

' In the centre building lare three dining rooms and the kitchen. The store 
room and housekeeper's room are adjoining under the wings. Here also 
are the furnaces ; furnaces are likewise located in the basement of the lodges. 
The whole building is cdvered with slate and is dearly- flre-proof. The base- 
ment story is £aved with brick or flags and arched^ excepting the store 
room, irhich frati a wood floor, with space underneath fbr ventilation. In 
all parts of the building, accessible to the patients, the window-Bash is of 
cast iron and stationary. The lower one in each window is glazed, and 
tattside of the upper is a wooden sash, glazed, which is hung so as to be 
raised or lowered at pleasure. 

This building is heated by warm air furnaces, lighted by gas and venti- 
lated by upright flues, opening into the rooms' at the floor and extending 
perpendicularly through the roof into tbe open air. ' 

A neat and substantial stone building, of moderate dimensions, Was 
erected in i859, on the asylum premises', near the gate of entrance, for a 
separate duelling for the superintendeht. Its cost was f4,2O0. ( 

The laundry is a two-story stone building, 11 and 10 feet in height, with 
a baftement and attic, And fa covered with slate. In the basement is the 
boiler for furnishing steam for washing and drying the clothes, and also 
ftfr driving an engine, of fl v&horfce pcfwer, for pumping water for the sup- 
ply of the family. The first story is used for the wash room, and is fur- 
nished with a patent Shaker washing machine, worked by the steam engine. 
In the second story is the drying room, fitted up With clothes-horses, sus- 
pended upon nails over a range of steam pipes for drying, and s6 adapted 
as to draw out into the ironing room, situated on the same floor. 

The reservoir fbr water, capable of containing about 1,200 gallons, is in 
the attic ; and with the reservoir in the main building, of more than 6,000 
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gallons capacity, is -filled by a lift or force pump, of the most approved 
construction, calculated for delivering 4,800 gallons of water per hour. 
t The supply of water is obtained from a well near the laundry, 12 feet in 
diameter, 21 feet in depth, and is aboyt 6,000 gallons daily. pumped by steam 
power into reservoirs of 6,000 gallons capacity, situated in the attic of tu« 
main building. 

The real estate at present is worth about $109,000. , $o es^i^iate is made 
of the personal property. 

• This, institution has accommodations for about sixty patients— thirty of 
each sex. There are three wards for : eaqh sex, with ten patients, in each 
ward. 

Dependence is placed, upon the fire-engines in thepeighborhood, and th.e 
ample supply of water on the premises, for the extinguishment of fire- 

For the official management, a board of managers is chosen annually by 
the conjtributors. 

The asylum is visited weekly by a committee of three managers. TherQ 
are no other official visitors or inspectors. 

There is a medical superintendent and assistant physician, the former re- 
ceiving a salary of $3,C 00. The office of aqsistant.physician is .noyr vac^nj. 
There is one attendant to every four or. .five, patients, . There are, six mep 
and seven women attendants. The men's wages are $18, and the women^ 
$12 per month. 

On December 31st, 1810, there were sixty patients under the care of thp 
asylum — twenty-seven men and thirty*three women. 

Patients arasupported by their own or the means pf their relatives, as- 
sisted, in some cases, by the funds of the asylum* , The average cost of 
each patient is about $9 50 per week. Some of the men are required, to 
jrork daily. The women, do needle, work. In, fine feather daily exercise 
in walking is considered the most valuable occupation the patients can 
have. A carriage is kept for the use of the inmates, and is driven out on 
special cases, as may be deemed desirable. Books,, papers and games of 
different kinds are used for indoor amusement for day and evening. The 
evening entertainments iq the lecture room consist of exhibitions with the 
magic lantern, varied occasionally, with a lecture and interesting exj^erj- 
ments in phemistry. Therx* is a library of about five, hundred., volum^s/wr 
the use of the patients, consisting of works of merit, such as history, 
biography, travels and works of general literature, excluding all works Of 
fiction, wnieh are considered by the board. of managers to be injurious to 
the minds of the insane. 

Manual labor iajnot.Qonsidered^iw 01 ^^ * 8 a curative means. As oc- 
cupation to divert the mind, and as moral rather than physical treatment, 
it is useful, but is not carried to the extent of more than two or Ahrefehoufs 
daily... . . , , 

The mechanical means of treatment used are the bed-strap, in acute 
cases, and the sleeves, for destructive patients.,. Three. cases only hav*. re- 
quired the bed-strap, for short periods, during the past year. The sleeves 
have been. used but a very few times ip. the past ten or twelve, years* i*9t 
being in use on an average for one day in the year. ... 

The following statistical tables of patients received into this asylum' fur- 
nish the most important points in their history, so far as they have b$en 
preserved in the records: • , , 

The duration of insanity of each sex, so far as could be ascertained, of 
the 1,638 patients, is as follows : 
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fes8 than one year 
om one to five years 

From five to ten years.;.;; -, 

From ten to twenty years 

From twenty to thirty years. 
From thirty to forty years'..... 

From forty to fifty years. .; 

Unknown............ '„.„.«, ......... • 



Total . 



Mates. Females. Total 



474 

207 

48 

36 

20 



8 
27 



820 



468 

213 

53 

30 

19 



9 

17 



818 



942 
420 

59 

9 

*7 



W 



Statbmkmt showing rthe ages of ',1J V ?8 'patients at the time of their adrnis : 

„" .... \ sion. „.!.... 



JJnder twenty years «....] 

From twenty to thirty years . ...:..... . 

$rom thirty to forty years :. ., „ 

From forty to fifty years...; 

From fifty to Bixty years 

From sixty to seventy years 

From seventy to eighty years I...*. .... 

From eighty to ninety ..'...,....., 

From ninety to one hundred years;. 



Total. 



Males* Females. « total 



50 

245 

198 

128 

116 

63 

21 

4 



829 



60 

226' 

178 

158 

110 

54 

21 

10 

1 



■818 



110 
•471 
371 
286 
226 
117 
42 



1,638 



The sex and civil state of the 1,638 Cases of insanity, as far as -rtteordfed, 
are as follows : 





• Wales. 


Female/I. 


TotaK 


Single. ^ mo.xn' 


«282 
-4T 1 
86 


861- 

307 

' 85 

65 


772 


.Married ••j....*« »»....»♦«»•••••••* .«•••. «•••••««.»..«<.•«•«•« ...... •«...^ ...... 

Widowers and widows 


589 
126 


Unknown # ~ « 


151 


' " ,; Total « j.'v.. .»»»»*«»•« »»»fc*"»* »»•.«-*«*.».«.» 


820 


- 818 


l t 688 



Statement exhibiting residences of- the tYtffttfteffr 



i • 

Pennsylvania ,..;... ...... .:...; 

New Jersey- 

Maryland ......... 1 ........ J.... ....„ 

Delaware. ......... 7.7.».., ."".,..*....*.'.... ... 

Ne^r York........ .—.,.• ~~~~. .....;« 

North Carolina...- ~ 

Virginia ~ ,..,►.,.,... ,. 

Massachusetts ... 

Ohio .. t 

Missonri.^...v....i.,v^.^..iw,^u«.. < ..; 
Bftode Islands. MM . v ^,,..j^. :7 . ...., 

Indiana ; 

Canada , , 



1,156 
280 
72 
44 
33 
22 

■ \l 

10 

- .:i .4 

M 4 



Alabama.. ...... ; *. ..... r .. ., 3 

Louisiana . 4 

District of Columbia * IU S 

West Indies .. 2 

Soaxt±CCsrolina..... m . MM .^ M u».... M .. M . r . 2 

Georgia. 2 

Msfci zzz ;!;;;;;;.' zz zzz\ 1 

California 1 

* Wisconsin «...^u.J..^.^.^ wr .jfc.r. .;**' 1 

Mississippi.. ..„ .„,». * * ......;,. 1 



Total.. 
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gallons capacity, is filled by a lift or force pump, of the most approved 
construction, calculated for delivering 4,800 gallons of water per hour. 
, The supply of water is obtained from a well near the laundry, 12 feet in 
diameter, 21 feet in depth, and is about 6,000 gallons daily pumped by steam 
power into reservoirs of 6,000 gallons capacity,. situated in the attic of the 
main building. 

The real estate at present is worth about $100,000. v JNo estimate is made 
Qf the personal property. • > 

• TbU. institution has accommodations for about sixty patients— thirty of 
each sex. There are three wards for.eaqh sex, with ten patients, in each 
ward. 

Dependency is plac^4, u pon thjB fire, engines in tbe, neighborhood, and tl^e 
ample supply of water on the premises, for the extinguishment of fire. 

For the official management, a board of managers is chosen annually by 
the contributors. 

The asylum is visited weekly by a committee of three managers. Therq 
are no other official visitors or inspectors. 

There is a medical superintendent and assistant physician, the former re- 
ceiving a salary of $3,C 00. , The office of assistant physician is now vacahj. 
There is one attendant to every four or. .five patients, v There are s*x men 
and seven women attendants. The men's wages are $18, and the woxnen^f 
$12 per month. . . . 

On December 31st, 1810, there were sixty patients under the care of thp 
asylum — twenty-seven men and thirty»three women* * 

Patients are*supported by their own or the means pf their relatives, as- 
sisted, in some cases, by the funds of .the. asylum, . The average cost of 
each patient is about $9 50 per week. Some of the men are required, to 
work daily. Th$ women, do aeedle, work. In., fine weather daily exerpia^ 
in walking is considered the most valuable occupation the patients can 
have. A carriage is kept for the use of the inmates, and is driven out on 
special cases, as may be deemed desirable. Books,,papers and games of 
different kinds are used for indoor amusement for day and evening. Tbe 
evening entertainments i$ the lecture room consist of exhibitions with the 
magic lantern, varied occasionally, with a lecture and interesting ex|)$&- 
ments in chemistry. The^o is, * library , of about five, hundred,; volumes,, fi&r 
the use of the patients, consisting of works of merit, such as history, 
biography, travels -and works of general literature, excluding all works Of 
fiction, which are considered by the board, of. managers to be injurious to 
the minds of the insane. 

Manual labor is >not^ .considered, \ ujportaut $s a. curative means. As oc- 
cupation to divert the mind, and as moral rather than physical treatment, 
it is useful, but is not carried to the extent .of. more than two or ihreejjou* s 
•daily. . , , ...,*" 

The mechanical means of treatment used are the bed-strap, in acute 
cases, and the sleeves, for destructive patients.... Three. cases only have, re- 
quired the bed-strap, for short periods, during the- past year. The sleeves 
have been. used but a very few tinies in the past ten or twelve years* n9t 
being in use on an average for one day in the year. 

The following statistical tables of patients received into this asylum fur- 
nish the most important points in their history, so far as they have been 
preserved in the records: -, , 

The duration of insanity of each sex, so far as could be ascertained, of 
the 1,638 patients, is as follows : 
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. .... .... 


Mattes. 


JPemeies. 


Total. 


Less than one year , ,.....'.♦'. 


474 

207 

48 

86 

20 


468 

218 

58 

80 

19 



9 

17 


942 


From one to five years ; '.: .:.,....'.. 

From five to ten years.;... « .«. 


420 


From ten to twenty years. 


From twenty to thirty years r .....l 


89 


From thirty to forty years ;...*. :;...* .* 


* 9 


Jrom forty to fifty years. .. ; 


8- 
27 


>7 

44 


Unknown- .. -...„.., „« • ...... ..., Y 


' Total ,..• -; : .: :...?. J 


820 


■ • 818 


i;*88 



Statement showing [the ages of \I$38 'patients at the time of their adfiiis- 

- t „" .... sion. 



Under twenty years ......1 

From twenty to thirty years ....:.„.. . 

From thirty to forty years : * 

From forty to fifty years.... » 

From fifty to sixty years 

From sixty to seventy years 

From seventy to eighty years' ;........ 

From eighty to ninety '...,....., 

from ninety to one hundred years;. 



Total. . 



Males. Females. < Sutal 



50 

245 

198 

128 

116 

63 

21 

4 



829 



60 

226' 

178 

158 

110 

54 

21 

10 

1 



•#18 



110 
■471 
371 
286 

H7 

42 



l y 638 



The sex and civil state of the 1,638 Cases of insanity, as far as rfcfcordted, 
are as follows : * 






■ I P )Y 



Males. 



Female^ 



Total. 



Single . 

Married ..;.... M „..,.•,. 

Widowers and widows.. 
Unknown. * 



■•m» >..*»• 



AH 
T582 
'4T 



861. 

307 
85 
65 



Total 



• k».4.".«« »»**#»«"• 



.820 



818 



772 
589 
126 
151 



1,6*6 



Statement exhibiting residences of < theiton/tdttefr 



Pennsylvania *.+.. ..„.. .:...:.;/ 1; 156 

New .Jersey 280 

Maryland 72 

Delaware r.*.»..., »,./....*./. 44 

New York.. ,^..,..„« ;™. \ 83 

North Carolina , 22 

Virginia .. ..*.,.«.. ,»,,, , 19 

Massachusetts 13 

Ohio 10 

Missouri ..,...v....t.wA.iV..;w,^u... ...... j. .: i -.4 

Bftoda Islands.,,,*. *,*«...*,...{.. ~ ? , ,4 

Indiana .* 5 

Canada ..., 6 



* Alabama.. ../... : a. ..'.' 

Louisiana .. 

District of Columbia. 

West Indies 

South* Carolina.....™. 
Georgia. 

■ffiffiftcr:=z 

California M 

'Wisconsin....*^..;.. ^.. 
:^tesiasippi....«>. ...... .«, 



3 

•4 

2 
. 2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
' 1 
1 



Total., 
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The occupation of the 820 male patients is as followBr 



>...»...•«•*.«•«»+•. #.»«»»••* . 



Farmers. ...* 

Merchants.,..., ... 

Clerks. :. .. 

Curriers. 

Physicians 4 . „.. 

Teachers ...^ 

Carpenters ..., 

j-ia^¥ yers .*••». •*««.«»«. .....4 ..•.*...**» 

Students 

Mannfflfltnrftra. 

Druggists 

Innkeepers. 
Blacksmiths 
Masons....*.... 
Operatives ... 

Artfots.* 

Printers.. ...... 

Sailors .«••»..«« 
Butchers.:.... 

Clergymen... 
Planters* .#— . 
Jewelers 
Painters. ......... , 

lfeilors ...;..*..... 

Cabinetmakers 
Shoemakers..... 

Brokers....... 

Laborers 

Publishers *•..-, 
Machinists...... 

Dentists.......... 

tfavy officers, 
Silversmiths 

MiUers 

Humbers.. ... 



I*.... *^«#«»..« 



...»«.»»•»«*»«.' 



!.•»*. «««.«. fcK... ...... ••••••• 



199 

43 

49 

24 

15 

13 

14 

10 

13 

10 

10 

6 

8 

10 

8 

5 

5 

. 4 

6 



3 

4 

"4 

4 

. 4 

3 

3 

. 2 

2 

2 

2 

: 2 

.. 3 

, 2 



Coopers 

Engineers.. 

Watchmaker 

Potter ^«„« 

Shop keeper 

Coach trimmer.., 
Cashier of bank.. 

Sadler . 

Engravers 

File cutter , 

Brushmaker 

Dyer 

Carmen 



.... .••*•»•> 



Brewer . 
Overseer „ 

Plasterer 

Tinman 

Gardener 

Confectioner . 

Segarmaker 

Gold beater 

Hatter 

Whipmaker 

Livery stable keeper 

Wheelwright «.. 

Contractor 

Sexton ». 

Bookbinder 

Watch case maker 

Telegraph operator 

Paper hanger 

None 

Unrecorded , 



Total. 



9 
t 
X 
1 
1 
I 
1 
t 

i 
i 
i 

2 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



1 

.1 

I 

1 

23 



820 



Statement exhibiting the whole number discharged, and haw many were 
restored, improved, stationary and died; also, the number remaining in 
March, 1810. 



CONDITION ON DISCHARGE. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Whole number admitted. 


820 


818 


1,638 


Discharged— Recovered 

Much improved.. - ......... 

Improved. ••...... .......m.... 


876 

66 

96 

133 

123 

26 


360 
72 
102 
138 
117 
29 


736 
138 
106 


Stationary. ...—... 


271 


Died , 


240 


Remaining March, 1870........ 


55 






Total 


820 


818 


1,638 



WOODBROOK INSANE HOSPITAL. 

This is a private hospital for the treatment of mental diseases. It was 
erected in 1859, and is located in Delaware county, a few miles east of the 
town of Media. It is not incorporated. 

The grounds contain twenty-five acres, a part of which is occupied by 
pasture lots and a vegetable garden, and the rest tastefully laid out and 
planted with ornamental trees and shrubbery. The original cost of the 
land was $7,400, and the buildings cost $18,000. The building is eighty- 
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nine by sixty- three (feet. The present estimated value of the real estate is 
$50,000, and the personal property $4,000. It affords accommodations for 
#rty patients — twenty of each sex. It contains four wards in each de- 
partment, and each ward has a parlor, a hall sixty feet long and something 
over eight feet wide, with a bath room and water closet. 

The building is warmed by healed air, and iswell lighted and ventilated. 
It is furnished with an abundant supply of water by a wheel. In case of 
Are the facilities for escape are ample. The laundry is provided with sta- 
tionary tabs, a mangle* stoves, Ac, 

Since the institution "has been opened for the reception of patients 251 
have been received— 207 males and 44 females. The average duration of 
treatment has been five months. They ^re admitted in accordance with the 
law of 1869, regulating the admission and discharge of inmates of insane 
hospitals. Nothing: has been received from the State* .ox any other source, 
Except the board and medical attendance of the patients. With the ex- 
option of a few who* have been admitted without charge, all have been 
supported by relatives or their own funds. ( 

: Dr. Robert A. Given, the superintendent, is the proprietor, and has the 
Entire control of the institution, being the only medical officer. engaged in 
the treatment of the inmates. The proportion, of attendants to patients is 
4 fraction over one attendant to three patients. The wages paid to the 
male attendants is from $18 to $20 per month, and the female attendants 
receive $12 per months An educated lady and gentleman reside in the 
same apartment with the- patients, and exercise a close supervision over aft 
matters "relating to their treatment. 

; .< The amusements and recreations of tfce patients are»readmg> music, chew, 
backgammon, billiards, oards, walking and carriage exercise. 

. The inmates of this institution have never been accustomed to manual 
labor, and they engage in no duties of this kind. 
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PENNSYLVANIA INSTITUTION FOR THK DEAF AND DUMB. 

v •! \ . • 

This institution had its origin in a school, which was commenced in the 
early part of the year 1820, by David 6. Seixas, who collected a number of 
'mutes from the streets of the city, and supported and taught them for some 
lime at his own expense. His success attracted the attention both of the 
curious and the benevolent, and the deaf and dumb school of Mr. Seixas 
soon became the wonder and admiration of Philadelphia. His example 
kindled a flame of charity in others. 

On April 12, 1820, a number of benevolent gentlemen met at the hall of 
the American Philosophical society to consider the propriety of establishing 
an institution for the instruction of the deaf and dumb. At this meeting, 
over which the venerable Bishop White presided, a plan was submitted for 
organizing such an institution. The plan, after having been read, was re- 
ferred to a committee, who reported on the 15th of April, 1820, when a con- 
stitution was adopted. On the 26th of the same month the first election of 
a board of directors was held, with the Right Rev. Wm. White as president. 

The board of directors adopted prompt and efficient measures to carry 
out the design for which the Institution was established! On the 6th of the 
following month an address to the inhabitants of Philadelphia was adopted* 
and David G. Seixas was engaged as teacher. In tho same month a house, 
on the south side of Market street, west of Inroad street, was rented for 
the purposes of the institution. In November a memorial to* the Legisla- 
ture was adopted, and on February 8, 1821, ah act of incorporation and 
endowment was passed by the Legislature of Pennsylvania. 

By this act one hundred and sixty dollars was granted for every indigent 
pupil of the Commonwealth taught in this institution, provided no one 
scholar should be taught at the expense of the Commonwealth more than 
three years. By a subsequent act of April 4, 1838, no child was to be edu- 
cated in the institution, at the expense of the Commonwealth, under the 
age of ten years nor over the age of twenty years, and the term of instruc- 
tion was extended to six years ; and by the act of March 18, 1863, the 
amount for tuition was increased to one hundred and eighty dollars, and 
it was further increased, by act of April 14, 1869, to two hundred and fifty 
dollars. Pupils are also received from the States of New Jersey, Delaware 
and formerly from Maryland, under enactments of their respective General 
Assemblies. 

The first of these States, by an act of November, 1821, granted the same 
amount for every indigent deaf and dumb person of that State as should 
be paid by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, provided he shall have at- 
tained the age of twelve years, and the term of instruction not to exceed 
three years. By an act of February 26, 1880, the term of instruction was 
extended to four years. By an act of February 2, 183T, the provision of 
the original act was granted to indigent deaf and dumb children, who shall 
have attained the age of six years. By a subsequent act of February 20, 
1838, the term of instruction was further extended to five years, and it per- 
mitted those who had been under instruction for three or four years only, 
by the several acts, to be re-admitted for the residue of the term hereby 
allowed. 

This act repeated the act of February 2, 183?, admitting deaf and dumb 
children, under the age of twelve years, to be instructed at the expense of 
the State, in the institution, and provides that all applicants shall be of the 
age of twelve years, and under the age of twenty, the Governor having dis- 
cretionary power to admit those who may be over twenty years, for a term 



Digitized by 



Google 



BQA$P QF PUBLIC 0&A$H3U5S. J8J 

of two years, t9 be. extended,, on recommendation, of the.prijutfpal of the 
institution, to the full term of five years. 

. . By act of February 22,5,1853, the termof instfuctk>nfqr deaf mutes was 
^tended to seven years, and at the end o{ said periodf ifrecomj»ended.by 
Jbhe officer of the institution, the Governor mi*y grant *n additional period* 
of three year^. - ; By act of March 2,0, 1857, the .annual expenae of e^eh pupil 
shall not exceedthe gum of one hundred ami fifty dollafSp, with an addi- 
tional aum €(l thirty 4ollarp lor plqthing in cases where, the .pupils are wholly 
indigent. This was modified by act of April 1,6, 196,8* which increased the 
annual gratuity, pf, each de^f mut» to typ i unbred and sUty dollars, ex- 
p$pt in ^ases where, the mute is wholly indigent, w^en an additional sum of 
twenty-five dollars U allowed for plothing. ' : ., 

. Delaware, by its act of February 20, 1,841, granted the same annuity for 
each of its indigent , deaf .and dumb pupUs as should be paid by the Com* 
mon wealth of Pennsylvania, the term of instruction not fo exceed five 
years, and not more, than two indigent pupils from each oonujiy to be acU 
mitted p,t the samp time, .'this was modified by an act of .March 4, 185$, 
permitting three pupils from each county, and granting the Qoyernpr poorer 
tQ extend the period of such pupils as are capable of makiug furtheu im- 
provement to eight yeprs. 

The first pection of this act limited its. provision to the deaf and dumb 
children qt this State. This, was corrected by the act of February .8, 1866, 
which, amended the act of March 4, 1853, by striking, out the word "chil- 
dren" and inserting "persons." , It, also aUq wed five indigent dpafanddumb 
pupils to be receiyed from New Castle county. 

. Maryland, by an act ,of 1827,granted an. annuity of. one hundred apd 
sixty dollars to each of its indigent deaf and dumb pupils, from twelve to 
twenty-five years of age, educated in the institution, tjie term of instruction, 
not to exceed five years, ai*d the number of pupils, limited to twenty. 
.' By act of 1834 the ages for admission of its .pupils was from nine to 
twenty-one, years, and by. an act of l84T-the term of instruction was ex- 
tended to seven years. No indigent pupila have been received from this 
State since. 1863, Since that time %y'h^ye bepnsent to the Columbia in r 
stitution,iathe District of Columbia* r 

Tjie building in which the school was first opened being found unsuitable* 
more appropriate accommodations were projQuwfl.and the establishment re- 
moved in September, 1821 , to the south-east corner of Market and Eleventh 
qtrcfcts. It was, bowever, deemed advisable to erect a convenient and com- 
modious edifice* After much serious reflection fmd consultation, in June, 
1824, a lot was purchased at the north-west corner of Broad and Pine streets 
as the most eligible, and preparation* were made for ere<$ing. a building. 
It was completed, and the institution removed to.it on November 22, 1825, 
where it has continued, and is believed to b$ accomplishing the object for 
which it w*s established, with a good degree of success, in. educating the 
deaf, mutes, so as to communicate .with their fellow-men in the business and 
social intercourse of life ; and aiso. give them that information and those 
ideas necessary to prepare them "for becoming .morally responsible and use* 
fulmembersi of society. In 1828 an. additional lot in therepr was.procured 
and a school house erected thereon. 'In 1839 the buildings were extended 
and a story added to the school house. In the autumn of. 1854 two addi- 
tional wings were erected, the one running north to Asylum street, the 
other south to Pine street. They are each 50 by 24 feet, on a line parallel 
with the front of the building, and receding from it about. twenty feet. 

The, lot is 200 feet front on Broad street, extending from Asylum street 
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to Pine street, and 396 feet &eep, extending; from Broad street to Fifteenth 
street. * ' ' " ' '* •* • ' '»"* *- '• 

' The centre of the main building is 96 Jfeet J 6 inches front ;' has a chaste 
and simple front of cat stone, with p&ttico andpillarsof the Tuscan order, 
which, with the two wings, prefeent an extent <>f 200 feet oa' Broad street* 
•The 'two Wings are each three stories high, arid a* basement running back 
1?8 feet, And in' tfte 4tear. at tight aiigtes, is a School house, 96 by 30 feet 
aijd three stories high. .They ehclose an open s^ace, laid out as a flower 
garden.. There are two 'spacious yards', one for the girls and 'one for the 
boVs, shaded by trees, and fhrniahing Tootn for efcercide in the open air. 

' The school building cotot&ins ten fichdol tootasf, eadh one" provided with 
appropriate furniture, as slates, tables, closets, &c, whefre needed. Con- 
tiguous to the school rooms is k cabinet' 6f apparatus; models, Specimens, 
<ftt3J,to assist the teachers 'iff presenting cleiar ideas oft the various subjects, 
aflmittifag of ocular illustration. f • ' ' ' ' 

The centre building contains a lecture room, tefcpabie of seating 200 pet- 
sons. ••It has also facilities for making experiments ahd' presenting dia- 
gtamfe, maps, akeletofifc, &c: "' ''* . . • • * 

There are separate refectories for the triale and female pupils! Tn the 
upper stories are the infirmaries and dormitories. The wings contain the 
priheipal sleeping rooms, the sitting ro6ms ? the shops, the kitchen, bake 
house, laundry, cellars,' &c. The bath houses, washing roods' and other 
conveniences are accessible at all times without exposure to the weather. 
The cost of the building, with appurtenances, is about $100,000. 

The funds for the same were obtained from gtfants by th6 Legislature, 
legacies, donations, life subscriptions and annual contributions! l 

The present estimated value of the real efctate ts $250,000 j ahd the esti- 
mated value of the personal property, including scholarships, invested 
legacies, building fund, library, fhrniture, museum,' &c, is $158,000. 

The buildings are wfcniied H>y tneans of 'hot aif furnaces; lighted with 
gas, ventilated by the windows and by flues through the -ventilators in the 
roof. The premises are drained by sewers, connected with the street cul- 
verts. The buildipgs are not fire-proof. For extinguishment of fire de- 
pendence is. had upon, the city fire department. The means of escape are 
by stone and iron stairways in the centre and at either end: of the wiags. 

The (Jprmitorfes or. bed rooms are .of the following dimensions : 4 rooms, 
128 feet by 25 feet, each occupied by 40 to 50 pupils; 1 room, 50 feet by 24 
feet, containing 18 single beds. The height of the dormitories is 11 feet. 
. The boys are all furni^ed with iron bedstead* ; the'girls hare some wooden 
ones, which are gradually being re-placed by irqn ones. Each bedstead 
is furnished with a hair mattress, aid' the iron ones have a 'straw under* 
bed. The institution can accommodate about 110 pupils of each se*x. 

During the past year the directors were compelled to postpone the ad*- 
mission of several male applicants, having already a& many bo^s as they 
can accommodate. There is room, however, for several female pupils. 

The officers of this institution are a president, four vice presidents, a trea- 
surer and secretary, with a board of twenty-four directory, elected annually. 
There is also a committee of twelve ladies, selected annually by the board 
of directors. 

The following is a list of the officers and employees of the institution, 
with their salaries : : * " 

Secretary of board of directors (annually) $300 00 

Treasurer do 500 00 

Physician do 300 00 
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Principal (annually, with 15 per cent, additional,) $2, 000 . 00 

Matron ...... do ...... do do .... . .do « » 400 00 

First assistant .matron do do. .....do « 280 00 

Second assistant matron.. ..... do do •••••••... 200 00 

Two teachers, each do do do...*. 1,200 00 

Two teachers, each (annually, with 30 per cent, additional,) 1, 200 00 

Two teachers, each do do do .do 800 00 

One teacher (annually, with 15 per cent, additional,) TOO 00 

One teacher do...... do.. ..do do 600 00 

Two teachers, each." do do. do 300 00 

One teacher .do ,do do 200 00 

Dressmaker do do, do.. , 150 00 

Steward (annually) . , 900 00 

Superintendent of shoe shop (annually) 120 00 

Superintendent of tailor shop. . . . .do. 720 00 

Night watchman do 528 00 

Nurse (per week) 4 50 

Two cooks, each (per week) > . . 2 60 

One domestic, deaf and dumb, (per week). , , 2 00 

One domestic, deaf and dumb do 1 75 

Four domestics, deaf and dumb, each do 1 50 

One domestic, deaf and dumb. do. 75 

One domestic, speaking do 3 00 

One domestic, speaking • .do , 2 50 

Fireman, speaking do 5 00 

Prefect or monitor, deaf and dumb, .do 3 00 

Laborer, deaf and dumb, (and clothing, per week,) 25 

Six washerwomen, once a week, each (per day) • 1 00 

Three scrubbers, three days in a week, each (per day) 1 00 

The 30 and 15 per cent, additional were added to the salaries on account of 
the rise in prices, and consequent increased cost of living, the 30 per cent. 
being given to those living outside of the institution, and the 15 per cent, 
to those residing in it. This additional compensation is understood to be 
temporary. 

Pupils, as has been stated, are received from New Jersey and Delaware, 
as beneficiaries of those States, and the following statement of those re- 
maining on December 31, 1869, will exhibit the proportion supported by 
Pennsylvania and the other States, with the number of pay pupils : 

Supported by the State of Pennsylvania 151 

Supported by the State of New Jersey 11 

Supported by the State of Delaware/. 4 

Supported by their friends or the institution • 18 

Supported by John Crozier and John Wright scholarships. ........ 2 

Total 186 

Of this number (186) 108 were boys and 78 girls. 

The cost of maintenance per annum for each pupil for the last ten years, 
has been as follows : 
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Year. Cost par capita. 

1860 $138 34 

1801 152 51 

1862 1M.61 

1868 206 00 

1864 223 50 



Year. Cost per capita. 

1865.... % $257 80 

1866- 256:40 

1861 \ ,247 X)0 

1868. *.. i267;78 

1869 269/41 



Of 



i From the year 1820, to December 81, 1869, there have been admitted 0n- 
, eluding those re-admitted) 1,382 pupils, viz: 760 boys and 622 girls, 
this number there were received from — * ; 

Pennsylvania „.*. ,..*...« >,.,..*.. 1,06T 

New Jersey 11$ 

Maryland ... 113 

Delaware ., 28 

Other States . . , . . . . . 58 



, The number discharged were as follows : 

Dismissed ,. 1 . 1, 150 

Died..... 46 



1,882 



Leaving in the institution, on December 31, 1869. 



1,1:96 
186 



Of those dismissed, nearly all of them were by expiration of their al- 
lotted term ; a few were discharged for incapacity ; some were removed by 
their parents for various reasons before their term had expired ; a Very few 
were expelled for gross misconduct, and several ran away. 

The records of the institution do not, in most cases, state the jcasse of 
dismissal. 

The following table will exhibit the number of each sex admitted per 
annum, with the States from which they were received; also, the annual 
population, and the number discharged : j ^ 
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The annexed table will exhibit the number of cases of deafness received 
into the institution which have been congenital, the number from disease 
or accident, with the name of the disease or accident causing the deafpess, 
andlthe age when it occurred. 

Tpe following are a few of the facts which are presented upon an exami- 
nation of the record of the 1 ,382 pupils received, (760 males and 622 females :) 

T^ere were 739 congenital cases of deafness, viz : 410 males, 329 femkles ; 
479 {oases were caused by disease, (260 males and 219 females;) 28 were 
caused by accident, (16 males and 12 females ;) and the causes of 136, (74 
males and 62 females,) were unknown. Of the 479 cases caused by disease 
155^ or over 32 per cent, were attributed to scarlet fever. 

Of the 522 cases in which the age has been given, not including the con- 
genital, and those under the head of infancy, as their age is unknown, 102, 
or 19.54 per cent., occurred under one year of age ; 254, or 48.65 per cent*, 
between one and three years of age; 89, or 17.24 per cent., between tjhree 
and! five years ; 55, or 10.53 per cent., between five and seven years of frge ; 
making a total of 500, or 95.78 per cent., of the cases of deafness occurring 
undftr the age of seven years, 
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A table is also presented of those born in Pennsylvania, giving the county 
where born, the age, (at the time of loss of hearing,) sex and cause of deaf- 
ness, and the decade when received in the institution. 

A number of those admitted as Pennsylvania State pupils were born in 
other States or in foreign countries. Only those born in the State of Penn- 
sylvania are included in this table. 

Of the 993 (565 males and 428 females) bom in Pennsylvania, there were 
526 congenital cases of deafness, viz: 295 males and 231 females. 370 
were caused by disease, (211 males and 159 females;) 23 were caused by 
accident, (14 males and 9 female* ;) and the causes of 74, (45 males and 
29 females,) were unknown. Of the 370 cases produced by disease, 122, or 
32.97 per cent., were from scarlet fever. 

Of the 422 cases of deafness, (omitting the congenital and unknown,) in 
which the age has been given, 82, or 19.43 per cent^ occurred under one 
year of age; 202, or 47.86 per cent., between one and three years; 73, or 
17.29 per cent., between three and five years; and 49, or 11.61 per cent., 
between five and seven years ; making a total of 406, or 96.20 per cent., 
of the cases of deafness produced by disease occurring under the age of 
seven years. 

Statement exhibiting the number admitted in each decade since the open- 
ing of the institution : 



* 

Decade. 


f 


6 


f 


Per 
cent. 


1820 to 1830 

1830 to 1840. 


04 

71 

75 

161 

164 


56 

45 

61 

136 

131 


150 
116 
136 
296 
295 


16.10 
11.68 


1840 to 1860. „. 


13.70 


1850 to 1860. 


29.81 


1860 to 1870. ^. 


29.71 








665 


428 


993 


100.00 



Statement exhibiting the counties from which thirty or more pupils were 
received who were natives of the State ; also how many of those pupils 
were congenital mutes : 



County. 


Whole 

No. 
receiv'd 


Con- 
genital 
mutes. 


Perot. 


Philadelphia. 

Allegheny.. ...........*...•... 


207 
56 
41 
36 
35 
85 
36 
32 


114 
24 
29 
21 
22 
31 
21 
19 


56.07 
42.85 


Tjftncft*ter.. T ... ....... .,.,.., , tM , lrt .. T . rtlt „ tT ..„ n „ MII ,„„ 


34.14 


Montgomery - 

Berks «... 


53.33 
62.86 


Lebigh ! 


88.57 


York „ 

Chester .. 


60.00 
59.37 




477 1 281 


58.91 



Of the whole number of pupils received (993) who were natives of Penn- 
sylvania, 477, or 48.03 per cent., nearly one-half, were born in the above 
eight counties; and of the 370 cases of deafness caused by disease, 152, or 
41.08 per cent, occurred in the above counties. Of this number (152} 50, 
or 32.89 per cent., were from scarlet fever. 
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The following statement will exhibit the number of cases produced by 
disease in these counties, and how many of those cases were attributed to 
scarlet fever : 



Counties. 



Philadelphia,, 

Allegheny.... 

j^auesster «••«»•».•«» ..•*•««•*.*«•*»< 

Montgomery.. 

Berks.. 



Lehigh. ; 

York.* »~ •.-*..< 



caused by by scarlet 



>.f *••«»«* ••••»• •«..#• .1 



Number 
caused b] 
disease. 



64 
27 
11 
IS 
11 
4 
12 
10 



152 



Caused 
jrsoarl 
fever. 



19 
7 
8 
8 



60 



Per cent 



25.92 
27.27 
23.08 
63.63 
75.00 
4i.<fe 
8040 



32.69 
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On the 1st of June, 1870, there were 183. pupils in*t^e institution, viz: 
102 boys and 81 girls. 

There has been received from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, for 

th$ education and maintenance of its indigent deaf mutes, as follows : 

1847 $11,000 00 

1843 13,000 00 

1849 11,000 00 

1850 7,500 00 

1851 19,651 71 

1852 14,653 33 

1853.... ;....'. 14,513 58 

1854 , 14,750 13 

1855 16,626 00 

1856 16,277 10 

1857 18,945 30 

1858..;..........;... 19,908 45 

1859 18,882 86 

1860 24,022 48 

1861 23,256 72 

1862 .:.. 25,013 75 

1863.... 23,493 04 

1864. 26,294 58 

1865 39,281 90 

1866 «. 34,888 60 

1867... 36,627 20 

1868 34,751 80 

1869 : . 35,007 79 



1821 $1,680 00 

1822 5,951 95 

1823 7,157 28 

1824 7,128 30 

1825 7,954 36 

77 
02 
28 
48 
73 
13 
47 
52 
24 
69 
35 
33 
37 
21 
52 
52 



7,958 
7,946 
7,459 
6,302 
5,427 
5,285 
4,970 
5,384 
6,994 
7,650 
7,808 
7,774 
7,852 
9,754 
9,989 
10, 341 



703,791 30 



1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1840 
1841 

1842 11,285 28 

1843 11,388 18 

1844 11,000 00 

1845 11,000 00 

1846 11,000 00 

These appropriations have been expended for family expenses, provi- 
sions, &a, salaries, repairs and incidentals. 

The other sources of income have been sums received from the States of 
New Jersey, Delaware and formerly from Maryland, for the support of in- 
digent pupils of those States, from pay pupils, from interest on investments, 
from contributions and life subscribers. 

The receipts and payments, as shown by the treasurer's report for the 
year ending December 31, 1869, are as follows : 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance due January 1, 1869 »»•••,...- $5, 178 00 

The State of Pennsylvania, for indigent pupils 35, 007 79 

The State of New Jersey do. . . f . . do 2, 968 43 

The State of Delaware. do do 1, 250 00 

Pay pupils r . . . , ♦, . ^ , . • 4, 409 E9 

Kent of lot, Pine and Fifteenth streets 400 00 

Interest, contributions and life subscriptions 8, 309 01 

Legacy of Joseph R. Ingersoll 446 50 

Legacy of Mrs. Ann Hertzog 3, 126 44 

Legacy of Churchill Houston, additional . - . . 1, 593 30 

Legacy of Miss Margaret Latimer 513 38 

Income of Cromer scholarship, 1 . . , . . , 204 00 

Income of Cromer scholarship, 2 -..,.,,. ... . V. . . 254 01 
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Income of Crozer building fund 1 ...... $487 52 

Income of J. Wright scholarship fund 204 00 

64,351 77 



IXPINDITURI8. 

Family expenses, provisions, clothing, Ac $30, 161 08 

Salaries 18, 546 25 

Repairs to fences, painting and new verandah 864 25 

Attorney fees, in suits 30 00 

Bailing at Lafayette cemetery. • 48 00 

Amount returned New Jersey for pupil 35 00 

Bonds and mortgages .. 9, 000 00 

Balance due the institution, January 1, 1870 5, 6*6? 19 



64,351 77 



The method of instruction is substantially that of all the institutions in 
the United States, with two exceptions, and is known as the French or Si- 
card system, in distinction from the German or articulating method, the 
principal instruments for communicating instruction being the sign lan- 
guage and tljp manual alphabet and writing. 

The branches of education taught are those embraced in a common school 
education, viz : arithmetic, geography, history, Ac, and information on va- 
rious subjects is constantly given in illustration of the principles and usages 
of language. 

At present there are ten classes, averaging twenty pupils each, under the 
care of an instructor, three of the teachers being mutes. Articulation is 
taught only to semi-mutes, it having always been considered a matter of 
great importance to prevent the semi-mutes from losing whatever speech 
tbey possessed, and to improve their power of utterance if practicable. 
This matter has heretofore been attended to but not as systematically as 
at present, yet the success in some cases has been marked. The experiment 
has not continued long enough to form a judgment as to its results. 

But it is the general opinion that if the greatest good to the greatest 
number is to be regarded, the system of articulation for mutes is not the 
best. By this system a large percentage of mutes receive no benefit at all, 
and a large percentage of those who are taught derive but little benefit, 
while to but a very few the benefits are great and decided. This opinion 
receives strong support from the fact that all the institutions in Great Britain 
and Ireland, which were for many years conducted on the articulatory sys- 
tem, have given it up, and they are now giving instruction in speaking and 
lip reading only to semi-mutes and to a very few promising cases of con- 
genital mutes. 

There are libraries for the use of the teachers and pupils, whieh contain 
about five thousand volumes in the various departments of literature and 
science. The girls' library contains seven hundred volumes of well selected 
books. 

The pupils receive religious instruction daily through the explanation of 
passages of Scriptutffe in signs, and on Sundays two religious exercises are 
held. Nothing denominational or sectarian is allowed to be taught, though 
explanations of the various beliefs of nations and sects are given as an 
important part of education* 
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The trades taught to the male pupils are shoemaking and tailoring. The 
girls are taught plain sewing and dress-making, and are employed in house- 
wifery. 

The pupils, after leaving the institution, engage in various employments; 
many are shoemakers and tailors ; a number are compositors ; several are 
artists ; others work in iron foundries and many are engaged in farming. 
Deaf mutes are found in almost all trades, and are usually self-supporting. 

Officers and individuals connected with the institution generally interest 
themselves to the extent of their ability, in a private manner, hi obtaining 
employment for pupils who need assistance after their dismissal. There is 
also a committee, consisting of ladies and gentlemen, appointed for the ex- 
press purpose of providing employment for those needing their assistance. 

School opens in the morning at half-past eight o'clock, with an explana- 
tion of a text of Scriptnre and prayer, and closes at half-past eleven; re- 
assembles in the afternoon at half-past two and closes at half-past four. On 
Saturdays school closes at half-past ten for the day. 

The recreations and amusements consist of games, chess, chequers and 
the usual periodical plays of boys at large. The girls have patent swings, 
croquet, graces, Ac, Ac. The magic lantern is often exhibited in the even- 
ing, electrical experiments sometimes, and stories are frequently recited. 

The pupils Are required to bathe twice a week in summer and at least 
once a week in winter. The girls have six bath rooms, two of which, for 
small children, contain two tubs each ; the others only one tub. The boys 
have six bath tubs, all in one room. They all have both hot and cold water. 

The institution has a regular attending physician and three consulting 
physicians. A record is jTept by the regular physioian and submitted to 
the contributors at their annual meeting. 
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The reeords of this institution exhibit the following important facts re- 
lating to families containing more than one deaf mute : 

Whole number of families containing more than ond deaf miite J 148 

Of those having two mates : 

Number of families having two males. 32 

Number of families having two females ; 17 

Number of families having one pf each sex 45 

— 94 
Of those having three mutes : 

Number of families haying three males 2 

Number of families having three females . .' 3 

Number of families having two males and one female 14 

Number of families having one male and two females f 7 

— 36' 
Of those having four mutes : 

Number of families having four females 1 

Number of families having two males and two females 3 

Number of families having one male and three females 3 

Number of families having three males and one female 1 

Families containing two girls, the sex of other two unknown, 1 

— 9 
Of those containing five mutes : 

Number of families having five males 1 

Number of families having one male and four females . . 1 

Family with two boys r sex of other three unknown 1 

— 3 
Of those containing six mutes : 

(In this family there were twelve children ; of the mutes, three 
were males and three females,) 1' 

Total number of families 143 

In this connection it may be stated, in reference to the intermarriage of 
deaf mutes, that several of the former pupils of this institution have mar- 
ried hearing persons, deaf men having married hearing women and hearing 
men marrying deaf women, and a large number have married mutes or 
semi-mutes. 

A new and mueh enlarged institution, with ample grounds for exercise 
and recreation, is much needed to accommodate the deaf and dumb, and 
for whom no means of instruction exist except in such an institution. 
There is no doubt that there is in our State at present a large number of 
deaf mutes, of suitable age, who should be under instruction, and the num- 
ber i$ constantly increasing with the increase of population. 

If all applicants could be received it would enable more trades to be in- 
troduced, and pupils might have the opportunity to receive practical in- 
struction, in agriculture. 

The late John, P. Crozier, to whom the institution is indebted for his 
liberality for two scholarships founded by him, donated the sum of four 
thousand dollars as the foundation of a building fund, for the purpose of 
erecting enlarged and improved buildings in the country, but near the city, 
when the board are prepared to construct a new edifice in place of that 
now occupied. 

As children are not received into this institution under ten years of age, 
it is believed that day schools could be advantageously established for 
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mutes, under the age of ten years, who are now running the streets and 
learning little but evil, who might thus obtain a knowledge of words and 
phrases, and be better prepared, when of proper age, to enter the institu- 
tion under more favorable circumstances than they can now do. The board 
have now under serious consideration and contemplation the establishment 
of such schools in the city of Philadelphia. 

THE PENNSYLVANIA INSTITUTION FOR THE INSTRUCTION OP THE BLIND. 

The subject of providing a school for the blind engaged the attention of 
the late Robert Vaux, who as early as 1824-2^-26, had frequent conversa- 
tions on the subject with Dr. Casper Morris, I. Francis Fisher and others. 
Mr. Fisher visited some of the institutions in Europe in 1832, communicated 
valuable information and brought home apparatus used there. 

The first meeting, preparatory to an organization, was held January 21, 
1833. Other meetings were subsequently held and contributions solicited. 
The first meeting of the contributors was held on March 5, 1833, when the 
institution was formally organised, by the election of a .board of managers, 
with Right Rev. William White as president. Mr. Julius R. Friedlander 
was appointed principal. 

The first meeting of the board of managers was held March 7, 1833, a 
contract for renting a house in Twelfth street above Race for the institution 
was approved, and, on March 25th, the first pupils were received there. The 
board memoralized the Legislature, asking an act of incorporation and an 
endowment, and, on January 27, 1834, a charter and pecuniary aid Were 
obtained. This act granted the sum of $160 for every indigent pupil of 
this Commonwealth taught in the institution, provided no one scholar 
should be taught at the expense of the Commonwealth more than dix years. 
By a subsequent act, of March 31, 1836, the amount for tuition was in- 
creased to $200 per annum for each pupil, and, by the act of April 14, 1838, 
the period of instruction at the expense of the Commonwealth was extended 
to eight years from the time of entering the institution. By an act of April 

3, 1860, the amount for each indigent pupil was increased to $225 ; by a 
further act of June 1, 1865, to $275; and again, on June 1, 1867, to $300. 
The amount now received, under the act of April 6, 1870, is $275 for each 
indigent pupil. Pupils are also received from the States of Delaware and 
New Jersey. Formerly they were received from Maryland. 

The first of these States, by an act of January 29, 1835, granted the 
same amount for every indigent pupil of that State as should be paid by 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, but limited the period of tuition to 
five years, and provided that not more than two pupils from each county 
should, at the same time, be in the institution. This was modified by the 
act of March 4, 1$53, to three pupils from each county, and also granting 
the Governor power to extend the period of such pupils as are capable of 
making further improvement, to eight years. 

The first section of this act limits its provision to the blind ehildren of 
this State, thus preventing the admission of indigent adults. This was 
corrected by the act of February 8, 1866, which amended the act of March 

4, 1853, by striking out the word children and inserting the word persons. 
New Jersey, by its act of March 8, 1886, provided' instruction for blind 

persons who shafi have attained the age of sevefn years, and granted the 
annuity of $200, and limited the term of instruction to five years ; but a 
supplement to this act authorized the Governor to extend the term to eight 
3'ears, if further instruction is needed. Maryland, in December, 1887, 
passed a similar law to that of New Jersey, granting an annuity of $200, 
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and a term of instruction for five years, provided each pupil so instructed 
shall have attained the age of seven years. A supplement to this act ex- 
tends the age to nine years, and the term of instruction to seven years, and, 
by the act of March 1, 1850, the period of instruction was further extended 
to eight years. No indigent pupils have been received from this State since 
1853, an act having been passed on May 19, 1853, to incorporate the Mary- 
land Institution for the instruction of the blind* Those pupils, however, 
who had commenced their instruction in the Pennsylvania institution were 
permitted to remain to the elbse of their respective terms, which finally 
ceased in the year 1859. . 

In April, 1834, the institution was removed from Twelfth street to Thir- 
teenth street, above Race street, where two h#uses, with intermediate lots, 
were taken on rent. The Corner stone of the present building, on Race 
and Twentieth streets, was laid in August, 1835, and the new buildings 
were occupied in October, 1 836, where the institution has successfully pro- 
gressed from that time, and is now, notwithstanding its very limited and 
insufficient accommodations, in a prosperous condition. 

The lot is 250 feet on Race street by 284 feet on Twentieth street, to 
Summer street, thence an extension of 500 feet on Summer street by 10 
feet on Twenty-first street. The cost of the lots was as follows ; 

Por lot on Race street, purchased in 1885 $17, 500 00 

For lot on Summer street, purchased in 1843 8, 000 00 

For lot on Twenty-first and Summer sts., purchased in 1844 . . 4, 880 00 

Total 30,380 00 

The main building is 162 feet by 55 feet, with extensions in depth to 73 
feet Infirmary, 40 by 40 feet ; laundry, 60 by 24 feet ; workshops, 235 
feet by an average of 16 feet in width ; principal's dwelling, 18 by 44 feet ; 
two houses on Twentieth street, for adults, each 17 by 37 feet ; and a store, 
forsales, 32.6 by 20 feet. There are other buildings of less importance. 

The cost of buildings and improvements $95, 176 17 

Cost of lots, as before stated 30, 380 96 

Total cost of buildings and lots 125,557 13 

Of which the State paid 44,365 75 

Paid from funds of the institution 81,191 38 

(There are no means of knowing how much of this was from legacies or 
donations. Besides the appropriations for real estate, the State made a 
donation, in 1834, of $10,000 to aid the institution.) The buildings, while 
•possessing many advantages, are insufficient in size and accommodations, 
not properly ventilated and not perfectly adapted to all the requirements 
of such an institution. 

The present estimated value of the real estate is (the grounds and dwell- 
ing houses only being estimated) $125,000. The estimated Value of per- 
sonal property is (including furniture, musical instruments, manufacturing 
stock, organ, books, apparatus, &C.,. &cu») $20,300. 

There is no regular system of ventilation. A trunk passes through the 
centre of the building above the roof, surmounted by a ventilating instru- 
ment ; the ceilings are high and the passages large. The house is warmed 
by steam on the. east side, and. the rest. of the buildings by four furnaces. 
The premises are well drained to the. street culvert. The buildings are not 
fire-proof. There are. two fire, extinguishers, also a fire .plug back of the 
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building and kose at hand. The means of escape are very favorable. The 
pupils, in case of fire, have easy access from one side of the building to 
the other, and egress by three stairways, distant from each other. 

There are no large dormitories.' The rooms are many and of various 
sixes. The largest bed rooms are 2f feet 7 inches by 35 feet 1 inches, and 
12 feet high, containing 14 persons, (yoting;) 30 feet 7 inehes by 26 feet tf 
inches, and 12 feet high, containing 10 persons ; 27 feet by 2& feet 7 inches, 
and 12 feet high, containing 11 persons ; two, each 80 feet by 23, and 10 
feet high, containing 14 persons ; two, each 22 feet by 22 feet 5 inches, and 
12 feet high, containing 16 persons ; 22 feet by 23 feet 6 inches, and 12 feet 
high, containing persons ; 19 feet S inches by 25 feet,. and 12 feet high, 
containing 8 persons. Smaller rooms in the same proportion ; 8 rooms, 
each 10 by 14 feet 4 inehes, 9 feet high, contain two each, &c. The rooms 
are all more crowded than desirable, for the want of more accommodations. 
Single hair mattrasses are used, except in a few instances, and iron bed- 
steads, with few exceptions. 

There are 175 pupils and the necessary officers and assistants, making a 
family bf 202 persons. • But this is more than is comfortable r and does not 
permit of the necessary class rooms. This inadequacy of accommodation 
also necessarily keeps many applicants waiting admission* 

The control of this institution is vested in a board of twenty-three mana- 
gers, elected, at the annual meeting of the corporators, for one year. Their 
system of inspection is careful and frequent, from a committee of managers 
every month, two being appointed, one of whom is expected to visit weekly, 
and from the chairmen of several committees. The board meet monthly, 
and also six committees, to whom the principal is required to report, in 
writing, on the condition and progress of the pupils ; the condition of the 
buildings and premises ; to report, with proper vouchers, all the expenses 
of the month, which accounts are examined and certified by the comptroller 
of the institution, and to pay over to the treasurer all moneys received by 
bim. The treasurer also reports the financial condition to the committee 
on finance. 

The principal reports the application of blind persons for admission to 
the proper committee, and, also, those to be discharged, all of which re- 
ceive the careful examination of the committee. Each committee makes a 
minute of all its actions, for the consideration of the board. The physician, 
also, reports the condition of the health of the house. It would be difficult 
to devise a more complete system of supervision, or find a board of mana- 
gers more devoted to the interests of the institution, and the welfare of 
the pupils. The following is a list of the officers and employees of the in- 
stitution, with their salaries : 

Principal, without'board $2,600 00 

Prefect, assistant to principal, part board 1, 000 Oft 

Music teacher, without board * 900 Od 

Principal male teacher and clerk, with board , * , 600 00 

Principal female teacher, with board , ♦,. . j . . 400 00 

Female teacher, with board • 230 00 

Do do...\.do ♦* 150 00 

Do do do 150 00 

Assistant teacher, without board * 300 00 

Do do with board , 150 00 

Do do do 160 00 

Do. « . . * .do. . . .without board 100 00 

Do. do. . . .with board 125 00 

Do do do 50 00 
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Assistant teacher, with, board. „ ! 

Do da....... do » ...... 

Master of handicraft, without. board. .....,....,...„,... 

Teacher of broommaking, without board, *.««»,, , « 

Mistress of handicraft, with board . , .• ,..,......, 

Assistant in work department, with board - * 

Do • do do . , • * « . do . • . . • ♦ .«....* 

Assistant in girls' department. . . .do > . 

Matron, with board ,„...,, 

Assistant matron, with board. ...,.., ♦....,.... 

Physician, without board 

Do do 

Dentist. do 

Carpenter and watchman, with board 

Janitor ;.»••*•••• do. « • . . , . , 

Nurse do 

Cook.. ...do • 

Porteress do. .......*..< , . . . . 

Laundress do. . . i 

Twelve domestics, (combined wages,) with board 1, 342 

' ' t 



Pupils, as has been stated, are received from other States, and the fol- 
lowing statement^ for the year 1869, will exhibit the proportion received 
from Pennsylvania and the other States : 

There were from Pennsylvania 126 

New Jersey 22 

Delaware 5 

New York 1 

Three of these are paying pupils in full and eleven in part. Of 183 blind 
persons in the institution, including assisting teachers, and 18 in the home, 
153 are from Pennsylvania. 

The annual receipts and expenses are shown in the treasurer's report for 
the year ending December 1, 1869, viz: . 

RECEIPTS. 

Prom sales of merchandize $23, 400 35 

Income from the Birch legacy ". 6, 484 85 

Income from other investments 499 32 

Life subscriptions + 170 00 

Miscellaneous receipts 108 00 

Prom Wednesday exhibitions 1, 5 77 26 

From State appropriations, viz : 

From Pennsylvania .• fc * $33,000 00 

Prom New Jersey 8, 029 99 

From Delaware 1, 048 00 

42,077 99 

From pupils at private charge 2, 976 58 

From legacies * 4, 016 44 

Cash from mortgage paid off 2, 000 00 

83,310 79 
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EXPENSES. 

* • • ' 

Paid by the committee of instruction for salaries, books, mu- 
sical instruments, &c . . v . . » . ...>... $8, 072 IT 

Paid by the committee on household, for subsistence, repairs, 
fuel, gas, clothing, wages, &c. 34, 684 60 

Paid by the committee on manufactures, for raw material and 
stock, store rent, salaries, oyer work, Ac 27, 954 02 

Miscellaneous expenses 758 60 

Outfits to graduates 700 00 

Investment, Ac ,....<,... 

Legacies, mortgage paid, &o ♦ 7, 279 23 



79,448 62 



For the six preceding years the total expenses exceeded the total receipts 
by the sum of $9, 354 11. 

The annual expenses, ordinary and extraordinary of each year, and net 
expenses, deducting cash from sales, were as follows : 



YEAR. 



Extraordinary ex- 
penses— lots, 
buildings, Ac. 



Ordinary expenses. 



Net expenses, less 

receipts from 

sales. 



1833. 
1834. 
1835. 
1836 
1837. 
1838. 
1839. 
1840. 
1841. 
1842. 
1843. 
1844. 
1845. 
1846. 
1847., 
1848 
1849. 
1850 . 
1851. 
1852. 
/1853. 
1854. 
1865. 
1856. 
1857 
1858. 
1859. 
1860. 
1861. 



912,373 08 

15,023 25 

8,727 18 

4, 139 44 

1,329 04 

582 43 

553 40 

876 15 

1,071 39 

1,752 44 



15,000 00 

5,300 00 

320 00 

500 00 

3,964 31 

4,500 00 

1,605 20 

300 00 



2,807 00 



1863. 
1864. 
1865. 



3,81150 
1,576 00. 



1867. 
1868. 
1869 



1,530 00 
6,033 75 



1,800 00 



12,873 48 
9,717 67 
5,640 42 
6,366 75 
16,499 25 
14,944 36 
18,805 62 
15,006 54 
14,533 05 
14,360 96 
11,841 48 
15,815 51 
15,589 71 
17,705 89 
19,619 60 
22,270 12 
20,241 79 
18,705 76 
23,782 78 
24,328 99 
26,958 61 

28. 190 51 
85,315 55 
36,994 99 
41,429 14 
39,579 97 
43,061 00 
39,971 20 
41,947 76 
42,140 86 
51,404 54 

58.191 39 
72,660 88 
69,026 33 
71,543 77 
64,427 14 
71,469 39 



$2,873 48 
9,717 67 
5,640 42 
6,366 75 
15,697 79 
14,032 23 
12,591 85 
13,973 95 
12,834 99 
13, 122 02 
10,204 73 
14,217 73 
12,540 95 
15,618 34 
16,904 03 
18,678 16 
16,982 10 
15,654 48 
20,089 59 
20,187 58 
21, 143 58 
21,696 73 
25,364 85 
26,366 35 
32,306 04 
29,095 24 
82,036 90 
28,959 22 
31,289 63 
80,956 11 
36,776 53 
89,277 80 
46,468 58 
47,284 70 
50,014 00 
43,643 69 
48,069 04 



The number of pupils who have received the benefit of this institution 
is 451 males and 260 females; total, 711. 
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The most suitable time for admission is between 11 and 16 years. Per- 
sons over 21 years of age ate admitted to learn some useful handicraft. 

It may also be stated that pay pupils are received, and are charged $300 
per year, including board, instruction and medical attendance. 

Of the whole number admitted (711) there were natives of— 

Pennsylvania , 376 

Other parts of the United States 166 

Foreigners 148 

Unknown 21 

— * U 
The number of discharged were — 

Discharged 502 

Died in the institution 18 

Died at home. . . ; , 16 

— 536 

Remaining in the institution, July 1, 1870 176 

Of the 175 remaining, 108 were males and 67 females. 

Those born in foreign countries were residents of Pennsylvania when re- 
ceived, while those who were natives of other States, and not residents of 
Pennsylvania, were charged the rate paid by the State. 

The following table will exhibit the number of each sex admitted per 
annum ; also, the population, the number discharged, died in the institu- 
tion or at home before the expiration of their term, and the number re- 
maining in the house at the close of each year : 
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1861 ... 


15 


8 


23 


111 


80 


191 


13 


2 


..,.,, 





15 


97 


79 


176 


1862... 


24 


8 


32 


122 


86 


208 


20 


8 


I 


6 


34 


100 


74 


174 


1863... 


15 


9 


24 


116 


82 


198 


17 


10 


1 


2 


30 


97 


71 


168 


1864 . 


18 
18 


13 
10 


31 
28 


116 
124 


83 
87 


199 
211 


10 
15 


6 
9 






16 
25 


105 
107 


78 
79 


183 


18**5 ... 


1 




186 


1866... 


19 


10 


29 


127 


88 


215 


19 


14 


2 


1 


36 


105 


74 


179 


1867... 


22 


10 


32 


128 


83 


211 


23 


13 




2 


38 


104 


69 


173 


1868 ... 


19 
17 


18 
11 


37 
28 


124 
131 


86 

84 


210 
215 


10 
21 


13 
14 






23 
37 


113 
108 


74 
70 


187 


1869... 


1 


1 


178 


1870 ... 


6 


5 


11 


115 


74 


189 


6 


6 




2 


14 


108 


67 


175 




451 


260 


711 








326 


176 


17 


17 


636 




- 





Of the 34 deaths recorded in the above table, only 18 occurred in the in- 
stitution, viz : 9 males, 9 females ; the balance, 16, (8 males and 8 females,) 
occurred at the homes of the respective pupils, but during the term of their 
instruction. 

Of the 376 born in Pennsylvania, 353 were pupils of the State, and of 
this last number (353) the annexed table will exhibit the number of cases 
of congenital blindness, the number from disease or accident, the age when 
blindness occurred and the age when admitted into the institution. 

From this table it will be seen that of the 353 Pennsylvania State pu- 
pils, 214 were males and 139 females. 

There were 60 congenital cases of blindness, viz : 29 males and 31 fe- 
males; 212 cases were caused by disease, (124 males and 88 females;) 49 
were produced by accidents, (40 males and 9 females ;) and the cause in 
32 cases was unknown. 

The causes of blindness as given are as follows : 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOARD OJ PUBLIC CHARITIES. 



165 





1 

8 


3 

CD 

3 


I 


Congenital .. . .% .... 

Inflammation • . ; 


29 

ai 

8 

11 

1 

12 

1 
1 
3 
1 
8 
10 
4 

i" 

1 
3 


31 

19 

3 

14 

1 

3 

1 

. ... 

"7"s 

8 
2 
1 


60 
40 


Ophthalmia L -.. 

Amaurosis... ...»...., 


11 
26 


Conjunctivitis. „.... 


2 


Cataract „ «~.~. ...... ..„«.... , 


15 




2 


Intermittent fever. ^ f „ , „ ,... 

Spotted fl&ver ..'. • 


1 
4 


Yellow fever ......... » , 

Variola 

Scarlatina ..„ , 

Phrenitis .. 

Tnberculer meningitis „ .«. 

Neuralgia « * ...„,..« .., , - .. .~.... 

Pertussis 

Measles ,-. ......... ..4... ..*. 


1 

16 

18 

6 

1 

1 


1 
4 
2 
3 
4 
3 
2 
8 
9 

'"'i'l 


2 
7 
2 


Other fevers ~....~. .*. 


3 

3 

11 

4 

17 

34 

6 

£1 


6 
7 


Cold 7 , 


14 


Other causes * -... «... 

Gun-shot wounds „ « «... 


6 
25 
43 

6 
32 


Total .. 


214 


139 

— * — 


353 



Of «the 230 cases in which the age when blindness occurred is given, not 
including the congenital, but one was under one year of age ; 64, or 27.#2 
per cent., were between one and five years ; 66, or 28,60 per -cent., were be- 
tween five and ten years ; 39, or 16.96 per cent., between ten arid fifteen 
years; 24, or 10.43 per cent., were between fifteen and twenty years ; 19, 
or 8.26 per cent, between twenty and thirty years; IT, or 7.39 per cent., 
were thirty years of age and upwards. 

A. table is also given, exhibiting the counties in which the 353 State pu- 
pils were born, and the sex, cause of blindness and decade when received 
into the institution. 
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The branches of education caught to the pupils are orthography, reading, 
(raised letters,) writing, pin-type printing, arithmetic, grammar, geography, 
with maps and globe, history, " useful knowledge," rhetoric, dictionary, 
etymology, English literature, classical antiquities, natural philosophy, 
chemistry, Constitution of the United States, mensuration, geometry, al- 
gebra, mental and moral philosophy, physiology, natural history, astron- 
omy, mythology, music, handicraft and calisthenics. 

There are libraries for the use of the teachers and pupils, with access to 
the larger libraries of the city. The institution holds two shares in a large 
city library for their benefit. The institution library is composed mostly 
of books of reference. 

There are religious services, consisting of reading the Scriptures, singing 
and prayer every morning and evening, a Bible class and Sabbath school 
every Sunday morning, and a lecture or religious reading every Sabbath 
evening by the principal. No minister of the gospel officiates, and all the 
services are entirely free from any sectarian character. The pupils are re- 
quired to attend church at least once on the Sabbath, at such places as their 
parents desire. 

The trades taught to the male pupils are brush-making, (several varie- 
ties,) broom-making, mat-making, carpet-weaving and cane-seating. To the 
females, sewing, knitting, crochetting, bead work and cane-seating. These 
branches of industry axe carried on by the institution, under the charge i>t 
a master and a mistress of handicraft and appointed teachers — seeing and 
blind experts in the several branches. 

The goods or articles manufactured are sold at two stores in the city 
and at the institution. The manufactory yields no profit ; the expenses ex- 
ceed the income. It is a department for the instruction of handieraffc and 
not for gain. 

The following exhibits the receipts from sales and expenditures of the 
department for the past three years : 

Receipts. Expenses. 

To December 1, 1867...' $21,529 00 $27,087 00 

" ". 1,1868 20,783 00 22,668 00 

" " 1, 1869 23, 400 00 27, 954 00 

65,71 2 00 77,709 08 
= 65,712 00 

Excess of expenses 11,997 00 

Less increase of stock ■. 3, 855 00 

Deficiency . 8, 142 00 

Deficiency per annum 2,714 00 

The^number instructed in each branch of industry for the year ending 
July 1, 1870, is as follows : 



Males. 

Brush-making 37 

Broom-making 27 

Hat-making * 5 

Carpet-weaving 6 

Cane-seating 24 

15 



Females. 

Beadwork 30 

Knitting and sewing, crochet- 
ting, &c 30 

Cane-seating 5 
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Many pupils succeed in making a living by pursuing these occupations 
after they leave the institution ; others sometimes fail, especially where 
they Are homeless or have ho friends. An outfit of $50 to $60 (frojn* the 
exhibition fund) is given to every indigent pupil on leaving the institution, 
to procure the necessary machines and tools for their occupation. The fol- 
lowing table exhibits, as far as known, the condition and employment pf 
the graduates of the iostitntton : ' 



Occupations* of*yupiif who have left the institution. 



10 

":7 



Trading, stbrekeeplng, Ac: 

Agents; lecturers, See ..:. 

At home at housework, principally 

females - i02 

Imbecile.. M 12 

Deceased :...„*..„,.,. 30 

Remaining, except " home " inmatesL i05 

Unknown ;. 135 

Total to December 1, 1869 ..- . 698 



Founders or principal* of other insti- 
tutions .. .' 6 

Teachers of music and piano tuners.. 36 

Organists of churches.., -... 12 

Teachers, school branches,. ... 25 

Ministers of the gospel 2 

Member of Legislature , 1 

Masters of handicraft in other insti- 
tutions m . •....' 4 

Vocalists and teachers of singing ..... . 1 1 

Working at handicraft. 126 

There is no provibion to secure employment for the indigent blind aft^r 
they leave the institution, except the outfit of $50 or $60 bestowed em each 
graduate from the exhibition fund, to procure machines, tools, &c. But 
such a provision is greatly needed. Many such pupils could earn their liv- 
ing, or nearly so, if employment was provided for them ; others would need 
assistance or a " Home " provided. The managers of this institution ap- 
pealed to the Legislature about eighteen months ago for aid to establish a 
home of industry for such purpose, but the application was not successful. 

The recreation and amusement provided for the pupils consist of fre- 
quent courses of lectures, concerts and operas for the musical pupils, which 
a large city abundantly supplies, opportunities for walking out, calisthenic 
exercises, music in the institution, which is much enjoyed by them, recita- 
tions and literary exercises in their own lyceums, of which there are four, 
with frequent public musical and literary exhibitions ; also interesting read- 
ings in the evenings. - * ■ 

In the laundry the washing is done by hand, no machinery, though steajjn 
is desirable. The cooking is done by a range. The diet is plain and whole- 
some. Tea and coffee, or milk, for breakfast, good bread and butter ; relish 
morning find evening* three or four days in the week: For dinner, fre&h 
beef, (secondary quality,) four days in the week, varied by mutton, port, 
soup, &c.j the other days, fish on Friday for those who do not eat meat. 
For supper, tea, coffee and milk, as preferred ; occasional relish of cheese, 
cold meat or stewed fruit. 

The pupils have the advantage of warm and cold baths, and all of them 
bathe weekly. * 

The institution is provided with two physicians Who attend regularly, 
alternating each six months, and a consulting physician and a consulting 
surgeon. A record of cases is kept. There are no diseases peculiar to the 
Institution, the same variety occurring as in the population at large. The 
number of deaths in the institution is as follows : -v 
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Time* in 
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*Age,at 
death. 
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Inflammation 


3 years... 

2.....do 

2 do 

l:....do*.„, 

11 do„... 

17..:..do 

3 do...* 

14 do 

8 do 

8 do 

2 do 

3....do^„. 

8.....do 

4 do_ 

^....do 

20 do 

2i...do..... 

1 do 


32 years..... 
ll„.do 




1843 


Scarlet malignant _ 

Unknown 

Small pox 

Consumption 

..,.. do............^.. fM 

Accident. ,.„ 

Consumption 


... t 


1856 


8...do . 

lfl...do ...... 

24...do 

2S...do '. 

U2...dO ..... 
26,..do ..«..> 

26„.do 

2t...do 

20...do 

44. M do ..... 

32...do 

22...do ...... 

15...do t 

43...do 

2i..,do ...... 

16...do 




1866 

1867 

1859 ; 


1 
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Teacher ~ 

In the "Home." 


186Q...... 

1862. 

1862...... 


1 
1 


Teacher ..„.....,.,. 


1862...... 




. ..... UO ......... • «».«..* »....«>< •«». 

Accident. ..~.. <..... 

...... do • «.*.. 




KSr 


**T 




1864...... 


i 

i 

i 


Consumption j. 


In the ''Home." 


1866 

1«66.... 
1867 


i 

i 


......do 

Typhoid fever 

Cancer and hem. B. 


Teacher 


1870, 




Consumption 

Disease of heart 




1870 








Several deaths of pupils occurred at their own homes, as has been pre- 
viously stated. 

The ratio of blind persons to the whole population in Pennsylvania, by 
the census of 1860, was as one in 2,448 *, in the whole United States, one 
in 2,500. The whole number in Jt^nnsylvania, in I860, was 1,187. 

Ages and sex~-wkite.< 



Females. 



Under ten years , 

Ten and under twenty . ... 
Twenty and under thirty 
Thirty and under forty ..., 
Forty and under fifty -....- 
Fifty and under sixty...,.., 
Sixty and over........* 



Total white.. ..., , 

Colored— males, 35; females, 17. 



Total blind . 




1,1*7 



The ratio in 1870 will probably be about the same. 

The number of families having more than one blind child, as shown by 
the record of this institution, is as follows : 

Of 31 families, each contained 2 blind children ; of 7 families, each con* 
tained 3 blind children ; of 4 families, each contained 4 blind children ; one 
family contained 7 blind children. 

The parents in several cases were first cousins. In this connection it be- 
comes interesting to inquire as to the intermarriage of the blind with each 
other, or seeing persons, and which of the classes are most likely to have 
congenital blind offspring. 
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1. The number of blind males (former pupils) who have married see- 

ing persons, is 51 

2. The number who have married blind females T 

3. The number of blind females who have married seeing persons .... _8 

Of the above classes, the known blind offspring of the first, is three, and 
of the second, one. Others probably exist unknown to the officers of the 
institution. 

In a general review of the condition and progress of the institutions ffrr 
the blind in this country and in Europe, a great difficulty under which they 
labor is a deficiency of text-books for the pupils, printed in the raised let- 
ters. A system of well prepared class-books, on all the subjects now taught 
to the blind orally, would be of incalculable value to the teachers and pupils 
of these institutions. The Legislature has never made any appropriation 
for this object, neither has any State provision elsewhere been made, ex- 
cept in a very small amount in one or two cases. This want being supplied 1 , 
very little more would be needed to place the educational department of 
all these institutions in a very efficient condition. 

But the greatest of all wants remains — a provision for employing the 
homeless and destitute blind after they have left the institution. The 
special and urgent need of this institution is a a new building, with larger 
accommodations, and all the modern improvements. 

The blind population of the State increases rapidly. In I860 it was 
1,1 87, being one in 2,448. By the rate of increase from 1850 to 1860, the 
number of blind in 1870 will be found to be about 1,580, yet no means of 
providing for more pupils have been made for many years past. A large 
number of applicants are applying in vain for admission. These must be 
practically denied, unless the State shall enable the institution to erect new 
buildings, or materially enlarge the present one, and, also, provide for a 
larger number than 110 pupils, to which the appropriation from the State 
is limited by its per capita rate. 

This institution is doing a large work of usefulness for the blind of this 
State ; all its departments are conducted with vigor and success according 
to the means placed in its hands, with a single exception to its gratifying 
results — that they are unable to do more. 

Although the special woik of the institution is instruction, a department 
not exceeding twenty of the pupils who have passed through their limited 
term of eight years, was established in 1851, and called " The Home for 
Industrial Blind." It is composed at present of eleven females and seven 
males. The inmates are employed at several branches of handicraft, and 
some of them are engaged several hours a day in teaching, for which they 
receive compensation. They are charged a very moderate sum for board, 
and are paid the balance of their earnings in cash. They find their own 
clothing and enjoy a position of independence, and, to a large extent, of 
self-support. 

These persons are generally educated in literature and music, some of 
them orphans, and many of them homeless, or without other means of sup- 
port. This excellent charity has been maintained entirely from funds of the 
institution, the State nevfer having been applied to for aid in its support. 

PENNSYLVANIA TRAINING SCHOOL TOR FEEBLE-MINDED CHILDREN. 

This institution had its origin in a meeting of benevolent gentlemen held 
February 10, 1853, at the office of J. J. Barclay^ Esq., in Philadelphia, 
which organized with Bishop Potter in the chair, when James B. Rich&rds, 
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who bad been for some time successfully engaged in Massachusetts, npade 
some statements on the subject of instruction to the idiotic, after which it 
was resolved to apply to the Legislature of Pennsylvania, and make an ap- 
peal to a benevolent public on the subject. 

On the 14th of March following, an executive committee of ten was ap- 
pointed,, and the name of the society agreed upon, viz: Pennsylvania 
Training Sohool.for Feeble-Minded Children. 

It was incorporated and endowed on April 7, 1853. By this act $200 
was granted for each and evejy indigent pupil of the State, not exceeding 
twenty in number, and for a term not exceeding five years. In 4-3, 1860, 
the beneficiaries were raised to forty. In 1861 the Legislature advanced the 
number of beneficiaries to sixty. By act of March 27, 1862, the term of train- 
ing and maintenance, at the expense of the Commonwealth, was not to be 
extended beyond seven years, and, by act pf April 11, same year, the num- 
ber of beneficiaries was raised to seventy. By act of Apru 14, 1863, the 
number was increased to eighty, and by act of April 11, 1866, the said 
school is authorized to charge $50 per annum, in addition to the sum now 
allowed by law, for the maintenance of each pupil during the present year. 
By act of April 11, 1867, the samQ provision as in 1866. By act April 11, 
1868, the sum of $250 per capita was appropriated.. In 1869, the same 
apaopnt, by act of April 6, 1870. 

In 1860 the Legislature of New Jersey passed a bill providing for the 
support of fifteen chUdren from that State. 

In 1861 the State of Delaware, by its Legislature, recognized the insti- 
tution, and provided for the maintenance of six children. 

The first meeting of the board was held May 6, 1853, when Bishop Pot- 
ter was elected president. Soon after the organization rooms were rented 
on School House lane, near Germantown ; a system of management was 
adopted, and the institution opened in July with eight children, under the 
superintendence of Mr. J. B, Richards. 

Pecuniary difficulties presented a formidable barrier, and for a time suc- 
,cess seemed more than doubtful. Two successful appeals to the Legisla- 
ture, sHstained by an application to the public, encouraged and confirmed 
its devoted friends. 

In February, 1855, a house and lot at Germantown, on Woodbine avenue, 
were purchased for $16,000, and subsequently the Legislature donated $10,- 
.000 to aid in payment of this purchase, conditioned upon a like sum being 
raised by subscription. 

In May of the same, year the family were removed to their new home, 
the number of pupils being seventeen. 

It was, however, soon apparent that the purchase and location at Ger- 
mantown lacked much that was desirable, if not. essential, and that the in- 
stitution, if designed to compare with similar ones in Massachusetts, New 
York and elsewhere, must be on a more extended scale, and possess better 
arrangements than existed there. 

It was, therefore, resolved to purchase another site, more remote from 
the oity, possessing lands sufficient for the cultivation of vegetables, pas- 
turage, &c, on which {suitable buildings might be erected. 

In 1857, the site located near Media, Delaware county, Penna., was pur- 
chased, upon which the present building was erected. In the autumn of 
1857. contracts were made with Messrs. Haddock & Worrell, to erect the 
buildings, and on December 8, the corner stone was laid by Bishop totter. 

On September 1, 1859, the family were removed to the new building, and 
on November 2, 1859, the institution was formally opened with commemo- 
rative ceremonies. 
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There are abotit eig htyiniae acres of land connected with the institution 
of which one-eighth is occupied by the main buildings, children's play- 
grounds and a grove on the north and west. A truck garden of six acres 
in the valley and forty acres of good, arable and grazing land. The bal- 
ance is in a rough condition, being slowly brought under cultivation. 

The usual crops are raised, and a dairy kept for the supply of milk. The 
cost of the land may be fixed at $14,414, donated by friends of the institu- 
tion. 

The main building is two hundred and fifty-six feet front, with return 
wings at each end of one hundred feet in depth, and a central extension in 
the rear, of one hundred and twenty-two feet, the centre building being 
four stories and the wings three stories high, built of granite and horn 
blende. At a distance of one hundred feet south is a building fifty-six by 
siity feet and two slories high, occupied by the laundry, heating apparatus 
and shops. The total cost of the above named buildings was $169,618, of 
which there was appropriated by the State of Pennsylvania, $9T,500, and 
donated principally by friends of the Institution in Philadelphia, Delaware, 
Chester and Allegheny counties, $83,918. 

The buildings are heated by steam generated in two locomotive boilers, 
situated at the laundry, and passed into coils in the sub-eellar, to which a 
constant stream of cold and pure air is admitted by an underground pas* 
sage, terminating in an ample ventilating duct or shaft. The rooms are 
each supplied with a register for the admission of warm air, and a ventlla* 
tor, the latter connecting with flues which terminate In the loft. Belvideres 
at either end of the building, and an open dome in the centre, are intended; 
to carry away the effluvia of the house. 

The drainage of the buildings is effected by a brick Sewer, three feet in 
diameter, running from end to end, beneath the sub-cellar, into' which all 
the roof-water, as well as excrementitious matters of the house empty, and 
are carried, by an underground passage, three hundred feet from the south 
wing, where they are emptied into an irrigating drain. 

For the extinguishment of fire twenty-four buckets filled with water are 
kept at different points in the building. It is believed that by a system of 
evening and night watches the building; is comparatively secure from any 
spread of fire. The few instances in which the alarm has been given, the 
evening or night watch has promptly reported, and the fire buckets have 
been sufficient. It must be remembered that the sources from whieh fite 
can originate in the building are few in number, the present method of 
heating obviating all ordinary causes. As matches are regarded the most 
dangerous source, a special rule exists prohibiting the use of them in any 
of the dormitories accessible to children. The arrangement of three dis- 
tinct stairways is regarded ample for escape in the event of fire. The car- 
bonic acid gas* fire extinguishers, two of which were introduced, failed to 
give satisfaction on trial. 

The present estimated value of the real estate is placed at its original 
cost. The estimated value of the personal property is about $50,060. 

This institution was erected to accommodate one hundred and fifty pa- 
tients, with the necessary attendants. Many important alterations of the 
interior have been made and are in progress, by which the capacity wiH be 
increased to two hundred, without crowding, and with improvement of the 
ventilation. 

The building is supplied with pure spring water, jumped from wells in 
the valley, and lifted by a 22 feet overshot wheel to three tanks in the dome 
of the main building, from Which it is distributed by galvanised iron pipes. 
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? To increase the poweryin dry weather* when ; the race water U low, the 
water is lifted by ft No. 3 pump and five-herse boiler. 

Ample provision is made lor bathing, and all of the children are bathed 
olt Wednesdays and Saturdays. Some require the daily use of the bath. 
The average age on admission of the 543 persona received is 12 years. Only 
two applications hare been made for the admission of colored children, one 
of whom* a suitable subject, was-receired. The following table will exhibit 
the number of pupils admitted, discharged and remaining in the house each 
year since the opening of the institution : 
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1854. 


10 
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5 
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1855 , 


7 


9 


16 


10 
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12 


5 


17 


15 


35 


1858. , 


15 
15 


6 
12 


21 
27 


9 
18 


47 


ia59. ;. ..... 


56 


1880... ..... „ 


33 


23 


£6 


25 


87 


1861. , „ 


23 


16 


39 


20 


103 


1&62. „ 


25 


20 


45 


27 


124 


I86S.. 


20 
14 


12 
16 


32 

32 


19 

28 


137 


M64.. ; „ 


Hi 


1865 


15 
21 


15 

19 


30 
40 


19 
34 


152 


1866..... i , 

1867 ...: 


158 


26 
24 


12 
27 


88 
51 


31 
86 
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14 
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35 
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44 

20 


171 


i^/zr.zirzzi!^ri^Tr:"^!zzr: 


180 








827 


280 


568 


888 


......... 



The following is an account of the receipts and expenditures for the 
jew 1869 : 



Receipts. 
January 1, 1869. 

CaSh in bank.. .... |394 97 

Cash from New Jersey State pu- 
pils 5,536 06 

Cash from Delaware State pupils 538 83 
Catfl* from Pennsylvania State 

papils ^ 19,687 50 

Cash from soldiers* orphans 1, 090 6 J 

Cash from city Philadelphia pu- 
pils. ~.~.. 4,875 00 

Cash from private puj^s, 17,595 20 

Cash from legacy of Hannah B. 

Edwards 542 43 

Cash from donations. „... 10, 190 50 

Cash from Delaware.co. fund ~. 96 00 



60,441 60 



Expenditures. 

December 31, 1669. 
Cash paid orders for property.-.. 1597 89 
Cash paid orders for incidentals.. 340 Op 
Cash paid orders for salaries and 

wages ; 14,465 75 

Cash paidL orders for committee 

on household. , „ 42,414 43 

Cash paid orders for Delaware 

county fond. 96 06 

Cash paid orders fbr discount on 

city warrants .«..,..... 67 5P 

Cash In hank 2, 460 62 

.60,441 60 



The following statement -exhibits the cost) per capita, of each pupil fbf 
the last ten years : J 

186a. $194 81 J 1865 ...... 

4.a6-l« ...... .. • ♦ • .«.«.« • .. • * 187 76 r 1866 •••••••••••••.••< 

lbu«. . ^ ... • • •. ••««,.. * ... • • . 1>|4 od 1867 ••.«•••.. *••••... 

1863. . . . . :. . .'; ; . . .■: . . . : 261 61 ' 1868 . . . .... . . .... . . 

1864 217 62 1869 



231 30 
252 16 
260 30 
268 42 
254 06 
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The institution is under the (^malmanagement of u president four tice 
presidents, a treasurer and recording secretary, a board of twenty-four di- 
rectors, and a committee of twelve ladies. A public meeting of the cor- 
poration is held on the first Tuesday of January, in each year, at which two 
vice presidents and four directors, of three equal classes, serving for one, 
two and three years, are chosen, and all vacancies filled. The board of di- 
rectors hold monthly meetings at the institution during two-thirds of the 
year. The household committee meat every month at the institution, and 
are thorough in, their examination of accounts, inquiries and inspections. 
There are also a monthly visiting committee and a committee of female 
visitors, appointed by the board, whose times for visitation are not pre- 
scribed, to whom all portions of the house and management are always 
open. Thfi officers and employees Qf the house, witb their salaries, are as 
follow: * 



One general scrub. $120 00 

Four laundresses 144 00 

Three table girls. ,-.,. ~. 120 00 

Three cooks $144 to 180 00 

One carpenter : '.. 600 00 

" engineer and machinist 600 00 

" fireman ... „ 240 00 

" baker '. 300 00 

«« shoemaker 360 00 

" former 360 00 

" farm laborer 216 00 

•' general laborer f 240 00 

" farmer's housekeeper 120 00 

" hostler- ~... 240 00 



One superintendent and house 

physician $1,600 00 

One matron 350 00 

Six lady teachers, each 250 00 

One accountant 300 00 

44 house clerk 250 00 

" housekeeper ,... 300 00 

" One assistant matron 240 00 

•« One night-watch...... 140 00 

Two seamstresses, each 180 00 

One male attendant 240 00 

** " •' 216 00 

•« " " 96 00 

Fifteen female attendants ...... 120 to 180 00 

Three centre girls 120 00 

Total number of officers and employees, 5T ; or, I to 3/ 7 patients. 

The children are graded In the dormitories, as elsewhere, and are as- 
signed to attendants, according to the amount of care required. In three 
instances special nurses are required for individual eases. The largest num- 
ber in any one dormitory is 20 ; average, from 1 to T. 

All the girls who are capable are employed in housework during the early 
hours of every day. Seven boys are engaged at farm work, two are in the 
shoe shop, three are makitfg brooms and mattresses, and a large number 
are accustomed to the use of shovel and wheelbarrow. The success of the 
officers in obtaining means of work, material, &c, has been poor, and in 
this department they have failed in the attainment of their wishes. 

In addition to open air employment, physical training is pursued ; di- 
rectly, in a variety of calisthenics and marching exercises, and, indirectly, 
in object and other lessons, of the school room; the order and discipline of 
the tables, Ac, and it is through these means that mental improvement 
begins and is continued ; the specific object of the teacher being to awaken 
and intensify the powers of attention. Hence objects, and activity and 
order in handling them, constitute the basis of the system of mental 
training. 

There is a library of about 1,000 volumes, mostly children's stories. 

Amusement is largely an instrument of education or instruction. Many 
of the school exercises are really amusements. Independently of these, two 
evenings in the week, except in hot weather, are assigned to dancing, tab- 
leaux, theatricals, games or the stereopticon. Those with sufficient volun- 
tary activity engage in the ordinary recreations of youth, \ Generally one 
teacher must participate to form real games. 

The word punishment is not employed in the institution, and, so far as 
can be, the effort is made to impress all employees, that patience and kind- 
ness on their parts, and the habitual employment of the children in one 
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form or another, w#l make correctional measures (or punishments) of rare 
necessity. 

Habitual nightngoiling or filthiness, without physical debility to account 
for it ; malicious or habitual destruction of bedding or wearing apparel ; 
angry violence, unourbed by usual measures ; masturbation ; cruelty ; are 
conditions requiring firm treatment for their correction ; the measure of 
which must be graduated to the susceptibility or intelligence of the child 
or person, and the gravity of the trouble. 

Setting aside the correctional influence of rewards, drills, &c, the usual 
forms of correction and restraint are as follows : 

Privation .from some article of food, as pudding dessert, or some article 
specially enjoyed. 

Bread and water foi a meal. 

The camesole, confining without binding the arms. G 

Seclusion in a spall room- 
Put to bed for one day or more. 

The following extracts from house rules are given : 

"Attendants, and all others, are prohibited carrying sticks, canes or 
switches. 

"All offences, in the judgment of officers, teachers or attendants, requir- 
ing corporal correction, must be reported to the superintendent. The same 
course applies to solitary confinement. 

"All cases of destruction or dangerous insubordination, requiring unusual 
efforts to restrain as by the camesole, must be reported at once to the officer 
on duty, who must immediately be present and take charge of the discipline. 

" Passionate smacking, rapping of the knuckles, pulling of ears, pinch- 
ing, scolding, teasing and threatening are not necessary to good discipline, 
but on the contrary, sour the disposition, and make children double refrac- 
tory. All such treatment is, therefore, forbidden. When any child needs 
other than the simplest correctional discipline, it is only done after consul- 
tation with and consent of the superintendent, and, under no circumstance, 
is a child corrected under the influence of prejudice or passion." 

They have daily religious instruction at the opening of the. school, and 
family worship in the evening ; also, a well organized Sabbath school. 

The house has regular medical attendance on the part of its superinten- 
dent, and one or more consulting physicians; a prescription book is kept 
but no medical record, except during epidemics, or of very note-worthy 
cases. The diseases to which the inmates are most liable are pulmonary 
consumption, and the various forms of scrofulous disorders, such as skin 
eruptions, opthalmia, glandular enlargements, and articular inflammations. 
Out of 501 admissions, 111 were epileptic, 54 mal-formed, and 401 unmistak- 
ably of scrofulous diathesis. The annual cost of medicine is about $400. 

The following statistics of condition on discharge will show the propor- 
tion improved, &c: 



YEAR, 


Died. 


Improved* 


Not im- 
proved. 


Self-sup- 
porting. 


flotal. 


18& 

1865 

1866 

1867 


6 
2 
4 
4 
5 
2 


10 
8 
16 
19 
22 
29 


7 
4 
6 
6 
5 
10 


5 
5 
8 
2 
4 
3 


28 
19 
34 
31 


1868 


36 


1869.. . 


44 








2^ 


104 


88 


27 


192 



Digitized by 



Google 



IW BCAHD'Of 1 P0BMO CHARWIB8. ' 

^t *U thfc opinion of *he (rapertntefid^rt^the reuses or tmecymajTbe 
classified: 

1. Ancestral violation of physiological law, alchoholism, libertinism and 
self-pollution, over-exaltation of some one faculty, certain customs or 
habits of society, debilitating to, and deteriorating human health. 

2. Arrest of development in utero, occasioned by over-exhaustion, ill- 
health, intercurrent sickness, mental anxiety, fright or other derangement 
of either mind, morale or physique of the pregnant woman. 

3. Idiocy is occasionally a sequela of scarlatina, und the intercranial in- 
flammations of early childhood. '? 

He further says : " That he considers the most frequent cause of idiocy 
and feeble-mindedness to be the transmitted effects of alcohol, coupled with 
the attendant povert}* and wretchedness into which its children are so often 
born," — Alcohol and mat-nutrition. -" 

During the summer months the table is supplied with a profusion of vege- 
tables and fruits, so that no regular bill of fare ismade. The flowing 
" bill of fare," for the two seasons, will serve -as a gtnde'tofurnbhiig a va- 
riety of food : •'.-,-., ; - - - 
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The clothing is furnished by parents, or, if they desire it, by the insti- 
tution, chargeable to parents. No rules are made respecting it, save that 
it be ample and of good quality. There are many losses on the clothing 
account from failure on the part of parents or guardians to meet their en- 
gagements. This is specially true with regard to those on the State list. 
The washing is done by steam machinery, located hi a building situated 
west of the institution. The weekly washing list of the institution is 3,000 
to 4,000 pieces. 

NEOROLOGICAL STATEMENT 

Exhibiting the number of deaths per an,num % since the opening yf the in- 
stitution, with fliq age, sex and cause of fatal result : 
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How long 
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Cause of death. 
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Dysentery. 
Phthisis. 
Pneumonia. 
Cerebritis. 


1857.... 

1858 

1858 


1 


1858 




Heart disease. 
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1861 «.. 

1862 


1 

"T 
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Phthisis. 
Epilepsy^ <fc*. 


9 1863 


Measles. 


1863 ....... 

1863 


Phthisis. 
Small pox. 

Small pOx. 


1863 

1863 


i 
i 
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1864 .... 

1864 


Epiiepav. 
Phthisis. 


1864. , 


i 
i 

"T 


Dysentery, &c 

Cancer. 

^Epileptic congestion. 

Phthisis. 


1864 rt 

1834. .* 

1864.. 


1865 ,.. 


Epilepsy* 


1865........ 
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i 

...„. 


Epilepsy. 
Phthisis. 


1866 . 


1S66 „.. 
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Phthisis, 
Epilepsy.' 
Chronic diarrhoea. 


1867 

1867 , 

1867 


T 

i 

i 
i 
i 

i 


General decline. 
General decline* 
Scarlet fever. 


1867 


Nostalgia and old age. 


1868..... 


Inflam. and perf. of intestines. 


1868 ......... 

1868 .... 

1868 


Phthisis. 
Arachnoiditis. 
Phthisis, Ac; 


1868 .... 

1869..; ........ 

1869 ... 


i 

X 

1 


Phthisis, &o. 
Phthisis,. <fcc 
Cerebrites, Ac. 



Consanguineous marriages, as a cause of idiocy, irrespective of collat- 
eral circumstances, are not so numerous in the records of this institution 
as were formerly supposed. 

Of the 501 admissions, 262 were orphans. 

The extending usefulness of the institution is realized in the constant Ad- 
mission of children from all parts of the United States. The number; of 
applications for admission in 1869 jras ,110 j in 1870, 125. 
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As the work becomes better established Bad known a superior clas& of 
teachers is attracted towards it, and, as a consequence, the standard of 
training and discipline is raised, and the results are becoming more favorable. 

A few architectural defects, such as would arise from inadequate experi- 
ence in the first grouping of idiots or imbeciles into families, are being 
remedied so for as the finances of the institution will admit. 

ADAMS COUNTY PRISON. 

This jail is a small brick building, with fourteen cells, arranged in one 
tier. Only eight of these were in a condition to be used. The remaining 
six were so out of repair that a prisoner could not be safely confined in 
them. They are seven by fourteeft feet, and nine feet in height. The par- 
titions are mostly lathed and plastered ; some are constructed of stone. 
They have water-closets but no water. The floors are paved with brick and 
covered with wood. All the cells have wooden doors and about one-half 
have iron grates^ They are warmed by an air furnace in the cellar, with a 
separate pipe leading to each cell. 

The corridor is sixty-six feet long and ten feet wide, with a wooden floor. 
The front building is forty feet wide. There are two windows near the ceil- 
ing to light the corridor, and the whole building is covered with slate. The 
only ventilation beside the door and window is a small opening in the out- 
side wall. 

The sheriff, who has charge of the jail, lives in the? front part of the build- 
ing, and receives forty cents per day fbr every prisoner he keeps. There 
is no employment for the prisoners, but they are pertnitted to congregate < 
in the corridor through the day ; and alf that are in the prison are allowed 
to associate together from fifteen to thirty rriimites at a time in the yard. 
Such of the prisoners as can afford to procure lights are permitted to use 
them until nine o'clock in the evening. They keep their own cells in order, 
clean the prison and make the fires. 

At the time of my visit (April 26, 1870) they had but three prisoners, 
all men, and one of these was insane, having been committed for abusing 
his family. Escapes oft^n occur by breaking through the wall. The yard 
wall is only sixteen feet high and its structure is very insecure. 

The average number of prisoners for the last six months was about eight. 
For the higher crimes they are sent to the Eastern penitentiary. They are 
provided with straw "beds and woollen blankets. The county fhrnishes no 
clothing except in cases of extreme necessity. They receive tobacco but 
no liquor. For breakfast and supper they are given bread, coffee and mo- 
lasses ; for dinner, soup, vegetables and meat. All get meat once a day. 

There is no preaching in the jail, but the prisoners are frequently visited 
by a very pious lady hi the neighborhood, and by whom they are religiously 
instructed. No instruction is given to those who cannot read and write, 
but those who can read are furnished with Bibles or Testaments. A com- 
mittee of the Bible society, connected with the Gettysburg college, visits the 
prison occasionally. 

The punishment in maintaining the discipline of the prison is the dark 
cell, but this is seldom resorted to. There is no report made to the Secre- 
tary of the Coinmohwealth. Neither have we any account of the cost of 
supporting this prison or of the amount paid by the county for keeping 
their convicts in the State penitentiary. A new prison is certainly needed 
here, constructed fot the system of separate confinement. The jail is not 
only unsuited for the safe keeping of those doinmitted to it, but the moral 
and humane aspects of thte receptacle for our criminal population are much 
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inferior to what they should be in a county like Adtias. 'Tte sheriff wae 
absent, but I was conducted through the prison and fhmished with &aoh 
information as was received by the jailor's. son, who acted atf deputy ^ 

ALLEGHENY OOUUTt PRISON 

This prison is situated in the rear of the county cowt house; and was 
erected in 1868. It is a stotie building, ooverod»wrth slate. The wing oc- 
cupied by the males, sentenced and awaiting trial, contain* thirty cell*— 
fifteen on each side of a corridor seventeen feet wide, and arranged in two 
ti^rs* The cells in the lower tiers are tnine by thirteen feet and ten feet 
high, with. wooden floors and two doors. The inner door is lined on both 
sides with iron, and the outside door is composted of wood, lined only on 
the inside with iron— ^neither of them are iron grates. The lower tiers con- 
tain fourteen cells, and the upper sixteen. Four of the cells <m the lower 
story are each thirteen feet sqnare* There is a water closet in each eellf but no 
water. The cells are also provided with registers for the admission of warm 
air and flues for ventilation. The light is admitted by a narrow passage 
between the upper tier of ceils, terminating in a sky-light, which can also 
be used to admit-fresh air by opening the sky-light, which ie under the 
control of each prisoner. The light is very deficient in the lower tier of 
cells ; it is rather better in the upper tier $ but the ventilation is not very 
good in either. The corridor has six grated skylights, which by opening 
can be used for the purpose of ventilation*. A grated window is placed at 
the $nd of the corridor on the second story. The corridor is flagged with 
stones. The secomd story of this block contains sixteen cells. The light 
is admitted into each cell from the ceiling by a sky-light. The inner doors 
of this tier of cells are iron grates. The cells are furnished with straw 
beds, each with two blankets. The straw is changed twice a year. The 
cells are washed three tune/9 a *week, and the corridor twice' a week. 

At the date of my inspection, (October 15, IS?©*) -some of the cells in 
this department had each four occupants. Sometimes the prisoners num- 
ber as high** eight in one of the larger cells. In the second story there 
i* an infirmary, with two beds, a bath tub and a dispensary in one end of 
the room. Two patients occupied the room at my visit ; one of them with 
a fractured leg, .which injury he received in attempting to escape from the 
constable. ,. ......... < 

The ether wing of the building is occupied by the female prisoners, and 
such males as. are committed by the mayors of the cities of Pittsburg and 
Allegheny. This wipg is divided into two separate departments. That 
which is occupied by the females-has ten cells, which are arranged in two 
tiers; The lower tier of oells is not lined with iron. Those in the second 
are similar to those described iq the other wing. The lighting, warming 
and ventilation in this wing are the same as those of the first. Seven 
colored females occupied one cell. Several other cells contained two, three 
or four persons each. This* department also had an infirmary, with two 
beds, and a bath room adjoining. 

At the time of my visit, the department called the "court male depart- 
ment," contained fifty-six prisoners. They consist of those who have been 
sentenced for short terms hy the court, and those who have not been tried: 
In the female department, consisting of the same class of prisoners, there 
were tefc ? making, altogether^ sixty-sii in the" court department." The 
other class of prisoners, which is denominated M smAtaary c6nvictione," 
consisting of those who have been committed by the mayors of the two 
cities, numbered ten males and twpnty-eight females. The whole number 
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U* prison was one bBffcdrfed afrd four. In 18#9 thecemitfittals amounted to 
tm& thousand three hundred and t*erity»tiir*& 

During the* day the Minutes in each department are permitted to associ- 
ate promiscuously, but the sexes are kept entirely separate. 

The commissioners ask for bide to supply the prison with bread, meat 
and such other articles of food as they need for supporting the prisoners 
fov six ninths, e«d they accept the lowest' offered, lit this way they are 
furnished with one hundred pounds of shin bones, twice a week, for mak- 
ing soup. All the prisoners receive soup twice* a week. . The "court pri- 
soners," as |}*ey iwre designated, receive two pounds of bread per day, and 
those confuted under summary convictions receive a pound and a half per 
day. .. The prisonersare allowed to buy food of the warden, and when the& 
do so they are furnished from his own table, on such terms as he may de- 
termine* They are ate© permitted to receive their meals from outside 
friends whs; i»$y tatoe sufficient interest in theufe 

The. warden Uvea in the prison, but his apartments are but little better 
than tho$e provided for the prisoner* 

On the opposite side of the wing, containing the females, separated by a 
partition wall, there ate ten cells, of the same size and arrangement as those 
Occupied by the females^ These cells have but one door, which is of wood, 
and lined on the outside with iron* This apartment is occupied by those 
males committed by the mayors of the two cities, for a period of from two 
to ten days, mostly three days* There » no hot water in this part of the 
prison for the purpose of bathing. This department at present has bat 
eight prisoners* but they vary greatly in number every day* Perhaps to- 
morrow they may have four times their present number* 

There ia $o yard attached to this prison. The drainage ia by iron pipes 
leading into one of the sewers of the city. The building is' heated by 
steam, the boilers being in the cellar. The supply of fresh air to be heated 
is received through the windows and an air passage into the basement, 
Where it, comes in contact .with the radiators, aad from thence is carried 
Ipy fli^s W the difiexent apartments. 

WiUiam A. Scaodrett is the warden* and receives $1,000 per annum. A 
deppty is also employ ed at a salary of $900* The physician receives $600, 
a?4 visits the prison every day. Only two. deaths have occurred here in 
three years— *ona man and a& infant child. The only punishment inflicted 
for infringement of the rules is confinement in a cell. 

There ispreacjung in the prison every Sabbath, and the Christian Com- 
mission furnishes religious reading matter, for. the prisoners. . 
, Prisoners *re retained in this jail for; very short periods. The warden 
informed me that re-committals under a different. name are very frequent. 
The prison is d*rk and badly ventilated, and during the hot weather the 
inmates complain of the intense heat, eepeoially in the upper tier of cells, 
near the slate root A long term, of confinement in this jail, with its pre- 
sent dietary regulations, could not beotherwise than detriments! to the health 
of the- prisoner* . Whea the female department of the new work-house is 
completed, many of that sex will be transferred to it, and this will, to dome 
extent, relieve the crowded condition of the county prison. 

An act of Assembly, approved March 23* 1866* constituted a board, to 
be known by the name a?d style of Inspectors of the Allegheny County 
Prison* It was composed as follows s The Judges of the ceurt of common 
pleas And district couirt of said county* the^ sheriff* oostioHer and ooutfty 
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commissioners, and the mayors of the cities of Pittsburg and Allegheny. f 
A supplement to this act was passed February 1, 1866, authorizing thej 
establishment of a work-house in the county of Allegheny, under the con- J 
trol of the inspectors of the Allegheny county prison, created by the first J 
section of the act to which this is a supplement. By this act the inspectors; 
were authorized to appoint a board of managers, consisting of not less than' 
three nor more than five citizens of Allegheny county, who shall hold said, 
office for one year, unless sooner removed by said inspectors, who shall fill' 
all vacancies that may occur in said board. 

By another supplement to tbe act pf 1865 t; paasje^ April 4, 18^p, the power 
and authority vested in the inspectors of the Allegheny county prison were 
transferred to and vested in the board of managers of the Allegheny coniity 
workhouse. *••• ;•••.-.-'••-. /....«:'. !••',. o ••.«• 

Under the provisions of the acts of Assembly atoofve cited^the Allegheny 
county work-house has been commenced aad is m '0011109 o£ tooasfcrtctionj. 
It is located on the west bank of the Allegheny river, about eight amies 
aboye the city of Pittsburg.. The ifartn consists of fifty acres of arable: 
land, and is well adapted to tbe purposes for which it is designed. Itodn< 
tains a^abundajjoe of gravel a»d sand, clay for bricks and a gobd quarry 
of building stood. The buildings which is of brick, was commenced ist 
lS68i and all tbe bricks need in itacoBssracttoft are made on the faiTO^y 
the convicts. Tbe edifice, which fronts the river and; railroad, iis'five hanV 
dred feet; long, consisting of la oentre building one hundred &et front, with * 
two wings, each two hundred feet* The centre pilojeftts fifty feet front and 
extends from front to back one- bundled and feightyvthcee'feeti ' The iwidth 
of the centre in the rear is.ftrty-eigbt feetj and the width of each wing is 
fifty three feet. The north wing is finished, and the preparations for erect- 
ing the south wing are such as t0 enable the parties to complete it during 
the present year. > The wings, which contain the cells, are intended. to ac- 
commodate each of the sexes. The cells occupy the middle of the wings, 
with a corridor running round the entire block. They are lighted by win- 
dows in the main, walls, transmitting the light through the cell doors, which 
are iron grates. The cells aire seven feet long* four feet wide and seven feet: 
high. The corridors are sixteen fret wide and thirtjMbur feet high. Each, 
wing will contain four iter* of cells. All the ceU doors in each tier are 
fastened by the single movement of a lever, which is entirely under the coo* 
trol of the keeper. The corridors are flagged wifih stdme, - •- -< 

At the time of my visit, (June 10, . 18?0 f ) in company with Governor;.. 
Gegry, tbe female depaorUaeat was occupied by one hundred and fifteen 
males, the female prisoners not Jhaving been removed from the county prison,? 
and the male department not being completed for the reception of thhbchuwi : 
of inmates. The cells have no water-closets, and the cokviots washiinran 
adjoining wash room. They eatin their cells and bathe twicea week.- Tile 
building is warm pd by steam, lbe> bleated air being admitibed into. »the oorsi* . 
dors through registers. The cooking and washing are done by steam. It 
is believed there is an abundaat supply of good water in a large spring, at 
a sufficient elevation to run into any part of the building. They have al- 
ready expended about $250,600, and the entire dost of the institution, wh^n 
completed, is estimated at $500,600; •/ 

The congregate system is putfsued'in this rjrisori; The prisoners work 
ten hours per day j from seven to twelve in the morning, and from one iio^ 
six in- the afternoon. Their friends are allowed to visit them once in ftixxt 
months 1 , unless this rjrivilege is withheld on account 'Of bad behavior <m, j 
therpart of the prisoner. The periishmeiit in tise is %he bail and fehaih. n - : 

The Managers arfc active; intelligent' and practical men. 1 ' They fctfWfcjJ*.' 
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pointed Henry Cordier superintendent. He has had a large experience in 
the management of prisoners in the State of Wisconsin, and enters upon 
his new duties with a high reputation. He seems to be admirably qualified 
for his vocation, and I am inclined to believe the congregate system will 
be fairly tested under his judicious management. 

I shall reserve a more detailed account of this institution for another 
occasion, when the building shall have been completed and the system be 
more fully developed. ., . , 

BEAVBR COUNTY PRISON.' ' 

The prison of this county is a stone, building, elected in 1356. The 
sheriff and his family reside in the front part of the house, which is suit- 
ably fitted aip for their accommodation. The oell building runs back from 
the centie, aad contains twenty*eight cells, fourteen in the lower tier and 
fourteen in the upper. The cells are twelve by eight feet, and nine feet 
high, with a small opening for ventilation near the ceiling. The corridor 
and cells are flagged with stones^ A iarge akydight, with a window in the 
back end of the corridor, provides the necessarv light and air. The stair- 
case which leads to the upper tier of cells is enclosed with iron lattice work 
to prevent the passage of the prisoners from one story to the other. Two 
cells in the upper tier are occupied by the females. The other cells above 
and below are used for. the males. The inner doors of the cells are lined 
with iron on both sides ; the outer doors are of wood. 

At this date, (October 18, 1&70,) there are eight prisoners, all males. 
Five are sentenced to this jail for assault and battery, and three are com- 
mitted for larceny, but have not been tried. 

The building Js warmed by a heater 1 in the cellar, which also heats the 
cells, and a stove in the corridor. A water tank is erected in the second 
story > which furnishes water in the corridbr, but not in the cells. The in- 
mates have Btraw beds, with a sheet, pillow, blanket, and a comfort, if 
needed, for each bed.' Each cell contains a water closet, and water can be 
passed through the waste pipes which empty into a sewer and thence into 
the river. All the bedsteads are iron. The windows in the cells are hori- 
zontal and near the ceiling. They are so narrow that bars are not neces- 
sary to prevent escapes. A yard wall about sixteen feet high surrounds 
three sides of the cell building. There have beenfour escapes during the 
last four years. The building cost $54,000. 

The sheriff receives fifty cents a, week for keeping the prisoners. The 
fare is the same as that usually supplied in the county prisons. It is well 
prepared and sufficient in* quantity. The .only punishment used is confine- 
ment in the iron celL 

The sheriff being absent, we were conducted through the prison by his 
wife, to whom we are indebted forth* information received. 

BKDrOKD COUNTY. PRISOft.' 

The present building is the second jail which has been erected in Bedford 
county. It is constructed of brick with a stone basement. The front and. 
main building: is two stories in height, with a wooden cupola. It was built 
in 1835, and is sixty feet front and forty-two feet deep. * It has a yard in 
the rear embracing an area of sixty by fifty feet, enclosed by a wall twen- 
ty-two feet high. A- water closet is constructed in a small yard at the end 
of the main building, which is for the accommodation of the prisoners. 
The prjson contains ...five cells,, three, in the second afary and two in the 
first. The cells are eight feet six inches by sixteen feet, and nine feet high. 
16 
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The doors of tbe cells are plate iron. Small windows-light the cells ) but 
the only ventilation provided is by the doors and windows. The window* 
in the hall are secured by iron bars. The prison apartment is warmed by 
coal stoves in tbe cells. There is one large room' in the lower story, for- 
merly used as a debtors' apartment, and, also, ar similar room in the upper 
story. There are no Bibles or religious services' in the prison. 

At the time of my visit, (September 1, 18W,) only two prisoners were in 
confinement, one male, charged with adultery, and one female, for larceny. 
Tbe sheriff stated that Bedford county had about twenty convicts in the 
Western penitentiary. The inmates are permitted to e&ercfoe in the yard 
once a day, but only one at a time. When, howev#r, ttoey have more than 
ene of either sefc, eafefc ^Sc4s i ftlk)'We^tr^xerci8e>1»getherr At 'night they 
at 6 all conftned'&fcpaifetfely. TWoje&eetttiotf&feav^ tafeen pteeetfn thweo^n^y. 
A physician is femployed, whe# neceasary^ itbtf'te pafcd IbflfciB set^ktea by 
the dotenty.' The efeerHf ^eelvcw^f^y bfeAt# ^e^^diy ibf boding each 
pilsofeer; and s^p^lies theni frdm the fen^ly tsrt>le. . . • > i ••• » * ' >■>- ' 

\k ••:.. >• j > : i i: . - . .■ :>jf '?u -. ,-•.;■ r, t . : . r. *m. 

.... j., \ . << •_!«:• . ,,\ BUBJ06 COUtftY BB3BON* .- , jr.-.; - > n Ji M 

" Through tbe kindness of "Edward HavUUn^i Esq., who is regardefy'as 
one of thel5est prison architects in tlie counjtry, I Ijave ^e { en furnished. w^ji 
the 'following description pf ^his prison, wluch X feel at liberty $0 incorpo- 
rate m this report: . '*' , , ,'" _' t 

"This prison was built inl84^arid,t848I>y J oftri Ha villand f architecti W 
contract, for $60,000, It ^s located, at the,bea,d of pQnn str^etj, adjoining 
the reservoir in Reading. The size pf the lot is 170 ^y S00 feet. ,T|te 
size of the main building 54 by 1,73 feet.'. The celj building, cellar and .first 
story of the keeper's residence ar^, fire-proof,, with brick arching. , 'There 
is ample accommodation ,fo;r tbq kejeper an.(j| Jfcus Samily. . The front build- 
ing, main tower and wing-walls Are faced with 'brown sandstone. 
' * " There are 40 cells arranged on eacfy $ide of the corridor^ 16 feet wide and 
27 feet high'; the corridor is }it bysfey-lights. ' The cells are 15 feet long, 
'? feet 6 inches wide, and ten feet nigh, . There arq no vaults under the 
cells, the ground being filled up with, concrete, like the Daupnin county 
prison. The peculiar feature of this prison^ when first built, was the ex- 
ercising yards, 3S feet long and 8. feet wide v a^tacned to each cell on the 
first tier- and exercising yards for the second' tier, of cells, arranged in a 
semi-circular form round the air shaft in the rear <pf the cpll building/ , 1?his 
was, I believe, the only county prison in the State, with yardsuto the, cells. 
These yards have now been ^bandqned a>nd tjtx? wUs, tor^ down i£ t nis 
prison j but the late Mr. Foulk, who had made a,. special, study of prison 
c» instruction, considered them indispensably necessary to a humane ndinin- 
istration of the Pennsylvania system of prisop discipline. " t , ,, 

*' " The cell doors have iron box : frames.; the inner doors }ined,witli boiler 
iron, and the outside doors of oak. The cell' windows have stone dressings 
outside and each iron splayed frame fnside.,. The cells are ventilated by 
flues connected with the main air' shaft in the tower, and are heated by 
steatn. There are a water-closet and a hydrant in eaCli cell. One of the 
peculiarities of these pells is that each has d«cast iron bath tub, let into 
the concrete under the floor, with* a .hinged lid .flush with the floor';, but 
thfese have long been in disuse." ; 

i BKRK^, COVNTY PRISON EXTENSION. f • 

Mr. HavUland ednthuies': ^ .. J 

" In 1866, nearly 20 years kfter *he erectioi* of the' Berks county prison, 
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tfal population, <>|;theK?quAty M^ po miiph^nereosed that thje prison , was 
t9Q /small. to &cooinjpapditt0 tbfc iiwatejft ap mai*y,a>3 $Q prisoners. being con- 
fined in. the 40 ceUs, and^he dk«£tors P^Ued upon the commissioners to 
pcpyide addiMonal, ^tccow^odatlpfts. . Edward Jlayiliand was engaged, to 
design tjfcetf*te«>sioa. iThis bwil^ing; was completed in 18 68, .and ,i^ 53 feet 
wide by 120 feel 6 inches lppg; it,, is two s^orufl.itfgh, yrith the cells ar- 
ranged on each aide of ^ corridor ; it is located in the jfear of the old build - 
ing^4uyi the <?0r ridoj- mahgs A right angle witli the qld *>ue,.ipth Wjhich it is* 
connected hjr.meaw^of ,a pove^ed^agsa^Q betwoejx tJie^Q bujl4ii>g6^ There* 
**» 51 neir cells, each. ceil befog 7 feet $,. inches; ^ide^ 15 feet, long, and 10 
feet tygb. A oella^r isie^avaj;ed under tjie whole building, and there is a# 
arched vault under ,cwh o*U- T^e (Wtewaaland partitix^n walls are .of lime- 
stone, and the cells, coiridors,- passages and cellars aje arched, above and 
below, and are perfectly fire-proof. To prevent the prisoners from break- 
ing thrq ugh Uie brick ^rciies, (which the^.spmetim^a did m their efforts to 
escape,) cast iron floor plates* one inch- thick, axe laid on top. of tfce concrete 
over the arches, extending across the cells in one plate, and into the par- 
tition walls on each side. • These cast iron floor plates were first introduced 
by myself in the York county prison, some time after the prison was built, 
(five cells being provided with, them,) and being found to perfectly answer 
the required purposes, % used them in the Lycoming pounty prison, and all 
iny subsequent prisons, A wooclen floor is laid on top of the iron plates 
to prevent dampness, and make t ^ccells more comfortable. 

• 4 The dbor frames. of ^he cejls are of cast iron. . The innef door, instead 
of "being a close, door lined with sheet iron, is a cross-barred door, like 
those of the Eastern penitentiary, which I consider much preferable, as in 
extreme warm weather if ad<& much to the comfort of the prisoner to have 
the iutcr door placed ajar and the air allowed to circulate. Each cell has 
a water-closet, a hydrant an£ fresh and foul air flues. 

" The corridor is 15 feet wide, 115 feet 6 inches long, and 28 feet 6 inches 
high; it is opened clear, to j^e arched ceiling, and entirely unobstructed, 
^he stairways are inclosed at. each end. The galleries are of open iron 
W6rk. The whole building is warmed by steam in the most thorough man- 
ner. , _ ,, ', , ..../..:. 

" In conclusion, I would remark that the discipline of this prison is admi- 
rable. The board of. directors and the county commissioners are both in- 
defatigable and take, great interest in its well being; and I. doubt if there 
is a better conducted prison in the State, not even excepting the Eastern 
penitentiary,. 

" The new cell, building was built for $jf 6,580, by tjie contractor." . 

On the day of my visit to this prison, (April 16, 18 TO,) .accompanied by 
Mr. Clymer, there were §4 prisoners in confinement — 62 males and 2 fe- 
tnalejs-r-all whitei . After the erection, of the new eel) building an act was 
parsed by the Legisl^^e, authorizing the remoyaj of the Serks coujaty 
convicts from the JEJastern penitentiary, whjich has been donc.so that now 
the county keens a\l her. qwj*t convicts, no matter what, is the character of 
their crimes. , This change of the law has, of course, increased \b& number 
of inmates in this prison. , % l 

The corridors are lighted with gas. The prisoners are not allowed light 
in their cells at night or during the summer evenings. In the winter they are 
permitted to use coal oil lamps until nine o'clock, when the lights must ail 
be extinguished. From, the l^t of May to .the 1st of November they are 
taken into the yard, for exercise, once a week. Three or four are permitted 
to go out at a time, but always accompanied by an offieen . At any: time, 
upon ike advice* of the pbyfcioijm* they are allowed to exercise in -the* yard, 
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Daniel A ftranifeis, the present Warden, 'las \fa& 6ri chit? cMy 6M ^«ftr. 
He received a salary of $900, and hi* wife, who tt the ±aat*ori,~the -shift <rf 
$800. One tfodet-keepefr is employed, at igo&'pefr annum. The superin* 
tehdent of %he shoe department gets $<M0; and the? *taperitttett&&it of in- 
grain carptet' wearing, $900; ita sufcetintfeudeut bf fag carpfl, weaving 
$600 ; the night watchman, $550, but the physician's piy I could not learn. 

This prison is certainly toiider goctfj mahagehtehfc J, The separate? system 
is cattied out irith gteat success. There is-p6oift IW all theftrtnates with- 
out infringing upori the system*. The p"ris6hers htere 1 taabuftetufe ingftiffr 
and rag carpets, checks and seamless hags. Shteahd IK^^iafchigis *Wo 
carried on with success. All the clothing used in the prison is made by 
the inmates. The warden receives thirty cents pfcr day for boarding each 
prisoner. He hires one woman and all the rest of the work is d?ne by tjhe 
prisoners. • 

The prison is controlled by seven inspectors; four are apppinted by the 
county court}, find three by the county commissioners. The inspectors ap- 
point the warden and physician, which appointments must be approved by 
the court. The other officers are appointed by the warden* subject to the, 
approval of the -inspectors. The inspectors receive three dollars per day, 
and the secretary a salary of $50 per annum. The physician visits twice a 
month, and ai prach oftener as . necessary. The warden, .with his family, 
resides in the prison, but all the other officers live outside. No record' of 
sickness is kept in the prison. No moral instructor is engaged, bat occa-, 
sionally pireaching is had in the cprridpr, furnished gratuitously. Th.erp \a 
a library connected with the prison, containing 200 volumes, which are for 
the use of the. prisoners, under certain regulations. Tobacco to furnished 
to the inmates weekly. No liquors ars allowed, urilefcs ordered by the phy- 
sician in case of sickness* , 

The punishments are restriction' to bread and water, the ball and chain, 
and confinement in the dark cell. They are, however, seldom resorted to, 
and no record is kept of the cases to which these punishments are applied* 
Any one of the inspectors can give a permit to visit, a convict, but always 
liable to be revoked, at the discretion of the warden. 

The amount of money drawn from the county treasury to meet thp ex- 
penses of the prison is about $8,000 annually. ' . . ' .' x 

The building is, abundantly supplied with water from a spring. -A, con* 
nection is also made with the city water basin, which can be used in case of 
necessity. . 

The cooking is done with a range, and the diet consists of bread and coffee 
for breakfast and supper, and vegetable soup, with meat, potatoes, onions, 
and occasionally cabbage for dinner* ' 

Baths were introduced last December, with hot and cold water, but are 
not used at present, exeept in the casd of a recent convictj who is required 
to bathe before going to work. Thete is no examination of convicts made 
by the physician after conviction. There has been no acute case bf disease 
for several years, exctept deTMunffcremend, which is frequent: There H too 
case of insanity in the prison at this time, add fcoije has been developed 
for the last eight years in the opinion of the physician. 

'■ '< . • '•''.' i . ,i > * ; 

BLATO 4ttTft1fr Mfttor.' ■ i •: . 

• . . * .'" . -I ». . .1 . ..,•! ........... ;. ., I ' 

This id an oldstruotnf«, cotripa4ed of briek,an4 wiig^erectod in 18*6. » It 
covers an area of 40 feet square. Tbe low^stot-y is^otfpiod % the*hwiff 
and his family, and the pdsonefs ate kept it the second story, whtre there 
are two rooms *nd three cells. A small yawl is in the rear of the $*a, 
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^ihfcb issurroundeg to a, sjpne w*Ur .. At the date of my visit (August 1, 
l&7(j).£he pij^ou .^^taioejd eight in^aies^four .cpnvicts. and four untried. 
The sheriff receive* ##y,<#pte a day for J^ee^geaxih inmate, and the usual 
fi)e aa turnkey. Th,e fSetre qf {he prisoners fi the, uijijal $liet in most of our 
county prison** Two .executions Have taken pjaoe ij^'tihjs jconnty, one in 
1&$3, and the other ty ^B5$L .... ,. , , . . ., . 

This jail is very badly adapted to the safe or comfortabJs Keeping of the 
prisoners.;. and. it- tej.tJterefore,.a creditable, movement on tjhe part of the 
authorities that iljey h^ave cpinm^nced a, ne w edifice, vhipb ia, Rapidly, pro-. 
gr^in& towards <H>n*pletip^ . >u . . . ,. -_\' tl , .' '[ 

tfhis 1 prison wfrs designed by'EdwaW- BavfBtfnd, Who ftlii ftrnished ine 
with the following brief description : •' 

u Built in 1,868-69-li); located in *HA!!idaysba*g, one squat* from the 
court house ; siie of the Wt f 199+WGt feet; ajtettf-spkce afl'itoutid';' size of 
building, 55+185 feet; ceH building basentent and first story <ff sheriffs- 
residence fire, prooY. ' "' v ' ; ' '• ' " ' 

*Buflt of Allegheny mountain stone: a&ple a<*k>ti}tttodatk>n tte sheriff's 4 
ftniify ; corridor. IS feet wide and 3$ feet Mgh,*lightcd by'eight M^lishtef 
and an end Window; 28 cells*; cells, 15 feefrldng, eight feet wide and 10 
feet high. The cells are precisely like those of the I/ycoridng county prison, 
with vaults under thfem, iron floor plates and Wttter-ek>sdt" and hydrant in 
each cell ; heated by hot air furnaces, and -ventilated by tin fines,' through 
main tower. 'The prison is sewered into a eefes-pobl in the yar*, in itear of 1 
the cefl buflding; supply of water from towri pfipes. Boundary wall* 20 
feet high above pavement, coped with iron, B'feet thick at frarcment, 18 
inches at coping. Gas introduced into sheriff's residence and cell corridor. 
Prison buih by contract; cost^ abont $65,'OOd. 

u This prison was built at the satne time 1 the Lycoming county prfsen, 
at WiUtanisport, was erecUd> and the plan and details are identical, but 1 
has bittr 28 cells, Whilst the latter hae 40." - ' 

Like all Mr. Havilland's prisons^ this is wefi adapted testis Pennsylvania 
system of prison discipline. I, cannot^hpwever, refrain from expressing 
the opinion that there is an error in the location. Had a site on a more 
elevated piece of ground,' which was entirely feasible, bedn tibfataed, the 
ceil block cotild,'at ahy time, have been extended, and, nt-tlte *aih* time, 
the location would have been better adapted to the cojinfort a of gocadshede 
and fresh air* ' ,f ' ' • ' 

, BUCKS COUNTY PRISON. . . . L 

This prison is built of stone, on a lot adjoining the court house. It was 
erected. in, 1812, when the seat at, justice was removed frofc* ifywtown to 
Doylestown. / , t \ . , ' \ " j 

lt contains nine cells,, two. i^ the lower. atorv and seven, in the npper. 
They all have iron grates and wooden doors. There is a hall on the right 
of the entrance, which is used for the congregation Of the prisoners, .ifhc 
construction of the prison is the same on both sides of the entrance, 'there 
is a dungeon on each side in theseco^ stQrg* The cells have no windows, 
and when the doors are closed there is no ventilation. It is occasionally 
used, but not long at a time. A* a general rule confinement to bread and 
water is the only punishment resorted to in this prison. . . 

At the time, of »y visit, (May 14, 1870,) ia company with Mr, Harrison, 
seven prisoners wene in confinement, one untried and one fen^ale,tne latter cpn- 
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victed of larceny, I'wo males, who were in the yard, had hopples on. J T6!is 
restraint was imposed to prevent them from escaping. The sexes are not al- 
lowed to associate, but the males congregate in the ropm anfl in the jail yartf. 
' The building is wanned by stoves ana lighted by candles. \A well in the 
yard supplies the inmates with water, which is carried by hand to different 

1>arts of the prison, .There is a cistern of rain water, which ip used for 
aundry purposes. 

The. sheriff has charge of the prison and receives, sixty cents a iky for 
boarding ^ach prisoner. This year there is a keeper, who resides in the 
prison. The prison is kept in as good order as can be expected under the 
circumstances. The wife of the keeper is industrious, and having charge 
of the domestic affairs, performs her duties as housekeeper with commendable 
fidelity. For breakfest the prisoners receive bread and coffee ; for dinner, 
vege< able soup, twice a week ; meat four timpp a week, and on Sunday po- 
tatoes ;. for supper they have, bread and water or tea. 

No einployp&ent jp gvveft to the prisoners in this jail. It is in up sepse 
adapted to > the working of the inmates. J?or thQ higher crimes they, are 
sent to the Eastern penitentiary. They have no bathing appliances. Ab- 
lution is entirely vpjimtftrynbut used generally two ox three limes, a week. 
. No moral instructor i& emp^Qyed, but preaching is l^ad every jSabbatlj. 
No peeulantastmptien fo girven to those whp,are. igjiprant, ( , $h$y ftaveBiblep 
and sometimes thfiy a*e fumished with #e^spa$ers. '. 

A physician, is employed ; *nd paid) for his seryicea by the county. , , 

. During the winter sea«m vagrants *ife fteaw^tlyspntto .this prison, for 

a short time* Thece hay^ been ps #aany as, twenty on a Saturday evening 

applying for a night's. 4o4gipg^,. The pointy, pays for tjie 'meals ~Tfhich are 

furafctod on these opfasjoQ&t. . -i - - •,,)'.• .- 

This Lcojmty is greatly m<D&& of a a&w prison,, constructed upon th$ plan 
of separate labor. Its population would justify, the erection and operation 
of eueh a prison* whUeitiwpuldj^pye Jpenef^ciaj! to tumorals, health and 
comfort of tbe,<wnyi<#a ^i^lji as, a.pecmiia^ saving to the tax-payers. 
It is to be hoped the intelligent citizens, .of thip county ^ill so,on inaugu- 
rate a movement* in faypc^ q& such a laudable improvement.', \ t . t . ,' u 

'*'•' % ' : " '"/ '', CAMBRIA OOJlifTT FRIstftf. . J M ' 

1 The Old jafll Whidh was in u^e at the tnae of my visit, (August 2, mo,) 
isa brickijuildSngibrtyi^etisquarei and was erected in. .1840. . The front 
part of the building is oewipied as the residence of the sheriff, > It con- 
tains six small oells in the second story five by ten feet, and two sooms en 
the first floor, which were intended to accommodate the prisoners. One of 
these rooms is used as a kitch&r, the other contained three prisoners at the 
time of my visit. Only -five prisoners were incarcerated at the da,te pf my 
inspection, one for costs, two for surety of the peace, .and, two. for larceny, 
but untried. One female, sixteen years Pf age, had been convicted of arson, 
but had not been sentenced. The building, ^raa warmed . ; .by stoves ) the 
water was earned into the building from a well. This, prison is oldf, out of 
repair and unfit for use. The authorities have commenced, a ne^; one, which 
wiUbe a* credit to the county, , , P- . 4 . v , 

■ - • • ♦' " ' \ ' TBI HEW PRISON* ' '' "■ '' ' 

(Which is now building,) in 1870, was designed by Edward Savilland, 
architect, to whom I ail indebted for.the following, description :' " Size of 
lot, 112 by 264 feet; two squares fraittj the court house; size, of building, 56 
by 1ST feet (rhiches^ cell building wholly fire-proof; sheriff's office, parlor, 
dining room, and three chambers, kitchen, infirmary, tath, and 28 cells. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOARD OF PUBLIC CHARITIES. 183 

1 

Th& entire building is constructed of sand stone, in range courses. Cor- 
ridor 15 feet wide, #8 highland 90 feet long, and'Hghted by eight sky-lights 
and an end window; size of cells 15 by 8, and 10 feet high; eel! windows 
and doors similar to' those in the Lycoming county prison ; cast iron fresli 
and foul air Hues in each cell ; water closet and hydrant in each cell ; draihed 
into cess-pool in yard ; bbundary -frail 2b feet high, 3 feet thick at pavement, 
poped with iron plates. Built by contractor for '$78,600." 

This building. is a creditable structure, and is in accordance with th4 
system Known as the " Pennsylvania System." It is constructed with the 
best materials, and with a view to safety 'and comfort; It is supjflifed with 
water from a large cistern iq the tower, jwith a capacity of 3,000 gallons ; 
and is warmed by three heaters in the cellar. It is expected to be com- 
pleted by th$ first of 1 January, 1-871.' * '• 

-• , ' ■ .»«•.'.. , , i 

CARBON COUNTY* PRISON. 

*■ t • • . 

In the year 1843 this county was established, when' a priaenwfis erected 
in.tbe rear of the court hottse. Both bf these bnildiftgd frefe destroyed fy 
fire in 1849, and both were rebuilt on the aaule ground hi 1850. The pre- 
sent jail is small, and constructed in front of hriek, and the rest of stone. 
It contains six rooms or cells, three on each story. It is a miserable struc- 
ture for either domfbrt Or safety, being^dnrk, without ventilation, and pass- 
ing into decay, affording none of the conveniences of o6r modern prisons. 
At, the date of my visit, (July IS, 1870,) it contained bat one* prisoner, who 
had been committed for disorderly eondndfc B» H. Zimmerman was in 
charge as keeper, having been *ppofeated to 'this position by -the sheriff. 
He lives in Ahe prison, pay* no rent, and .receives fifty cents a day. far 
boarding each prisoner. The fare is the same as the keeper's family re- 
ceives. Escapes occasionally occur, one prisoner having escaped on the 
17th day of June last, And two 'prisoners last October* No execution?, haa 
evet taken place in this county. No punishment is- inflicted- J*o labor; is 
performed, but the prisoners are managed in the same manner as in other 
county prisons of the same character. 

On the previous day,! visited the new eounty prison^ whieh is in eousae 
of erection, under the c*re oi.ifi* E4w*rd Havilland, as architect. I re- 
ceived from him the following brief description of this prison : 

"Commenced in 1S69, andnowibniWing* Jotiatedon J£ain>stre?t half a 
mile from the court house, on a- high platform ]£ feel above the street ; size 
of the lot 190 feefcon* the* street by.15a.fost deep; eiae; of buUdwg, 56 by 
130 feet six inches; two stojrie*. and anmttio^ eell building fireproof; front 
building contains parlor, offioej dining room and tfcrse chambers ; cell build- 
ing^ kitchen, laundry, bakery r infirmary, bath room and twenty-eight cells ; 
external walls built of sandstone, in range jeojweeesy thirty inches thick; 
corridor 14 fteet wide, 26 feet high and 95 feet.long* lit by eight sky-lights 
and end window^ cells are 16 feet long, 8 feet wide and, 10 feet high, j^ith 
iron floors, cast iron window* and door Jfcamsa;- basted by rn^ns of cast 
iron fiue pipes; and ventilated by means of foul .air flues. of the same ma- 
terial; water closet and hydrant in eaoh^oelL;, the. prison is sewered into 
the creek in front of the prison ; water supplied tfwn town : water . works ; 
boundary wall 25 feet bigbj, & f$et 6 inches thiok at the pavement level, 
and 1 foot 6 inches thick at the top, with cast iron coping. Built by con- 
tract for $66,700." ....! 

It afforded me pleasure to be accompanied to this; prison by Mr. Hawl- 
l*nd, who happened to be at the plaee on official business « The prison 
stands at the side of the mountain, w1wh> has b^en esna«its4 PQ *s partly 
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to make room for the yard and cell block. It. is a solid .structure, com- 
posed of good material and is of good workmanship. The plan of this 
prison, like all those which have been famished by Mr. Havilland, ft adapted 
to the separate system of prison discipline* The cell? have sufficient ear 
pacity to allow the inmates to perform many kinds of labor With advantage* 
It is to be hoped this prison, when completed, will be placed under the 
care of a board of inspectors, who shall be invested with authority to *p* 
point the warden and other officers. In this way the frequent, change of 
competent and experienced persons in charge, may be Obviated, tod the 
institution managed to the best advantage. 

CHESTER COr NTT PRISON. 

I have paid two official visits to thi* prison during the jeax. Onc4, 
April 21, 1870, in company with Mr. Harrison, and again, November 24, 
1870, alone. It stands at the corner of Market and New streets, about 
three squares from the court house, in the borough of West Chester. It is 
a stone structure, and was ejected in 1838-39, at a cost of $38,182 35. "the 
architect was T>'W. Walters: ThtMot upon, which it staiids is 177 feet 
front and 165 feet deep, 1 and cost $1,400*. An adjoining lot was tecently 
purchased by the commissioners, 79 feet front and 144 feet deep, for the 
prioeof|4,T7(K ' ' 

The present estimated value of the real estate is $55,000, arid the per- 
sonal property $200. 

The whole structure is a broken range' Work of stone. The cebtie buiKP 
ing is two and a half stories high ; the ■ Bide wihgs one and % half stories. 
The bnildihg is 167 feet front, including the wings. The main building is 
67 feet front by 40 deep; Each lateral wing Is 23 feet 6 inches front by 1 3 
feet deep. 

A kitchen for the family occupies the east end of the building, and a 
wash-house for the prison the west end. The kitcheh for the prison id in 
the west wing, tilling up almost the entire lot in front The main building 
ia occupied by th* hall, inspectors' room, office, and the family of the keeper; 

The cell building is 47 feet wide and 91 fttet long, with a 'corridor extend- 
ing the whole length of the cell block: It islfghted by 10 sky-lights and 6 
windows in the end, the windows being secured by cross-barred iron guards 
The corridor is 14 feet wide, and is paved withtbrickl - ,: ' 

The cclW are ; 4$ in nruteber, contained *1n three tiers ; and those 1n the 
tipper tiers nte reached by a wooden gallery.* Only 40 of thesis ceHs can be? 
used for tfte confinement of the prisoner*.** 2*4 cells are 9 by 12 feet, and $ 
feet high j 24 ate 7 by 12 feet, and 9 febti Mgh. The floors are wood, and 
each contains a hydrant and water-closet. The partitions between the cell* 
ate stone, and thoie between tfhe eeHs artd corridor are brick* The Venti- 
lating flues consist 6f a fotirrinch pipe* in the outside wall at the bottom of 
the cell, to admit fresh air, and a* four inch opening at the top of the cell, 
to carry off the foul air at the top of thebiYilding. Each cell has two doiJrs. 
the inner one an iron grate and the outer* Wooden. ** 

The waste-pipes discharge into a cesspool hi the vard. When the cess- 
pool is full, by opening a valve the thin portion of the edntents can be run' 
off into an adjoining well; which ha* beeto sunk* to water. In this way 
water can be passed freely through the waste-pipes in the prison, so as to 
keep them clean* and yet not overflow the cesspool: When it Alls up with 
the more solid contents it has to be cleaned out, which is" not vety Often. 

One of the cells is* «tt*d up as a barroom, wiMi hot aiid cold Water. The 
inmates are requiittl t6 bathe e^ty two to fotir weefcb. All that are able 
are required to attend 'to thte regulation.' • *.'.■. 
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At the date of my first visit the prison contained 31 inmates, 20 of whom 
wete convtots and 11 untried. All the untried were colored ; one man was 
insane, filthy in his habits, and sometimes would refuse to take food. One 
man was in the infirmary* There • wab only one female, and she had not 
been tried. . The prison was in very good ooder. 

On. the occasion of my aecond "visit there were 36 prisoners ia charge ; 
28 of these were convicts, two sentenced, and six untried; one female, a 
convict. The longest term of sentence was five years, for horse-stealing. 
The insane man I Saw on my first visit had been sent to the almshouse by 
the court. 

No preaching had been had in the prison for a number of years. The 
Rev. Mr. Kirk officiated some years ago gratuitously, but since his death 
no services .of this kind have, been observed. For the last six months a ' 
young man, a* student of divinity* ha? been yfeitiflg-the prisoners weekly, 
giving them, religious and secular jtostruotioV By taking one tier of oells 
a week,he. is able to visit all th#pfi8Quera. every ttape. weeks. He officiates 
tinker the direction, of the. Prison Discipline spciety pf th# plaoe, Bibles 
are provided, and there is a prison library, containing about 200 volume*, 
These, books are distributed, weekly by the. warden*. 

The present warden hap. occupied hip posi^W about XI years. He uer 
ceives $700, and his wife, as matron, $200 per annum. The assistant* keeper 
is paid $7Q0, an4 a watchpian $1 per night. , Theipbya&iaA receives $100, 
and the inspectors $25 each per annum. The warden, for boarding. tho pri- 
soner?, is paid, for each* t^ei^y-two cents per day* . At breakfest they get 
one pound of bread and one pint of coffee, ; at dinner, iWf a pound pf beef 
and four potatoes, .made intp soup ; at wppep, pne^third of a pound of bread 
and one pint of coffee, or tea, and half a gallon pf molasses per mpntb* 
They are dressed alike, with cotton drilling for pantaloons- and cheek for 
shirts. ...... 

; The prison is warmed by Morris, Taaker,&;€!o«'0,furpaoe, which answers 
the purpose very, well, peeping the prison comfortable* Thejr ,use #tr*w 
beds on bunks o*. trestles, whicj> of tote the garden think* are preferable* 
They each have one, sheet and tpro blankets j and mpre if necessary to make 
them comfortable* punishment consists , in withhokWng their food and con-* 
finement in the dai$ cnH.,,- ..-,.,». .*;■.? ■;♦•.».• ' • 

Since the opening of the prison three prisoners have broken through the 
wall, and two have escaped through the .sky-lights. There have been six 
executions since the seat of justice was removed to West Chester, about 
§6 years ago. Three of, {these have taken, place in thfc prison, .one in the 
old prison, and two were, executed prior to the, passage of ,tbe, Jaw abolishing 
public executions. ; J .» , 

The grand jury have recently Recommended an enlargement of the prison, 
by extending the cell block; ao as to allow the construction of 17 additional 
cells. Thecpat of this, improvement is esiinjtated at $10,000. , • 

\ The average annual c6st tp the .county fpr { the support of the prison baa 
hot for several years exceeded $6,9Q0. ..,,,. 

t The employment of tfya prisoners consists principally in .weaving, the 
specialty of which is, fag £wpej$. , Pbecks, are also manufactured, and the 
cane-seating of chairs is carried on to . soma extent, though not largely* 
When a shoemaker or tailor becomes, an inmate he is required to. work at hi* 
trade. Some of those wfco have, short berps, a*e, employed in cutting and 
sewing : carpet rags or spooling n ...u\ .- ....•» 

This is one of the best managed county prisons intone State* . It is kept 
clean*. The diet is he*l#y an<J the food in .eufpqiqnt quantity , ai^d the in- 
mates enjoy good health. The warden has had a long experience, and a* 
a general thing, the institution is conducted with economy and satisfaction. 
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OMprON- COUNTY ;PR«fON. . r; , ,. . • ' 

The Clinton county prison is a brick building, two stories WgA, covering 
an -area of 65 by 45 feet. It was erected about three years after the county 
was established, which was in 1839. It contains fbur^rooms on each story 
for* the confinement of' prisoners. Two of the rooms have iron plate doors ; 
the other doors are wobden. The rooms are ibout 15' feet by 9 r There is 
a dungeon below, in Which there is no 'provision Ibrlignjtor ventilationi 
The windows are secured either by iron bars or boiler $late iron, perforated 
with small holes for the admission of light and air. It is ^n bad repair, and 
in no sense can be said to be' clean, comfortable or safe for 'the keeping of 
prisoners. The plastering is bad and full of crevices for the concealment 
of vermin. The prisoners seem to think the mairon doep Iher best to' keep 
things clean, but the dilapidated Condition of the 'building,' and' the want 
of a sufficient supply of water, evidently renders her task a difficult one; 
The whole building needs a thorough reconstruction and improvement, and', 
indeed, the substitution of an entirely hew building would 'seem tti be ne- 
cessary. ( 

The building is warmed witli stoves, anct water is furnished frbtii a welL 
There are no water closets in the prison, but one is being built Sn the yard. 
The yard wall is adout 25 feet high, built of stone, except four or £ve lfeet 
of the top, which are of bridk, having been added since its first Erection. / 

At the date of my inspection,- (August 10, 1870,) accompanied by Gten- 
eral Kane, there were five male prisoners— two convicts and tfai*64 not tried. 
Three have been sent to the Eastern penitentiary since last February, and 
three to the insane asylum during, the same period. ' The prisoners do no 
work, except to scrub their rooms and wash their 6Wn clothes. 
, The sheriff, who resides in the prison y receives $4 per week for boarding 
each prisoner. The inmates are supplied witty' substantial food, consisting 
of meat, soup, bread/ vegetables, tea and coffee, Wery day. There has 
been no escape since last December. One, committed suicide about ten 
years ago. When punishment is inflicted it consists in confinement to the 
dark cell, ,*r the withholding of meals. The prisoners associate through 
the day and are locked up at night, but not always separately. l They are 
furnished with Bibles, and occasionally receive newspapers. ' 

f ' ' - • ' '*';'; l .. i ' ■ ( ■ ' .'" 

CRAWFORD VOVtfTX t^ISGN.* 

This prison was erected in 1849, of stpne. Four years $go it was re- 
modelled by introducing sixteen iron cells. I could not learn the original 
cost of the prison, or the amount expended in making ; the recent altera* 
tions. The cells are constructed of boiler-plat$ iron, arid are ,10 by 12 
feet, and 9 feet high, with doors of the same material. The front partition 
of the cells. is perforated with holes one and a quarter inch in diameter. 
The cells 'contain a flue for foul air. in the upper part of one corner. Tfhey 
are arranged in twq ti$re, and stand back to back, with a corridor in frqpt. 
The whole prison is heated ibytwp large' stoves in the hasenaent'; and the 
floors of the- corridors are constructed of wooden slats, sp as to allow tne 
heated air to pass through for warming the passages and cells above. The 
corridors and cells are lighted by grated windows in "th§ outside walls. 
Each cell has a water closet, and the pipes leading therefrom are con- 
nected with a main pipe which empties into a cesspool in the yard. The 
basement is flagged with stone. '. : . * k ' n , 

At this* d*te CAugurt 13, 1810) there are twelve prisoners, but none of 
them are convicts. Three have been comniittjed try justices of t)ie peace 
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for short periods, and the rigtit arc notified ; All males. One, a colored boy, 
13. years of age, was committed on a charge of larceny. There are two 
from this county ih the Western pbuiteittiAry, anfl'twfc in the Western 
house of refuge. . Two murderers hare been executed fa this eouhty since 
its organization in 1800, but bob© wfthin thfc tatstfbrty years. 

The sheriff resides in the frrtson dhd boards the 1 ' pri&6tttei 4 s *t $3 50 pet 
week, which is' all the compensation he receives as keeper; Confinement in 
the cells is the only punishment inflicted for violation of the rules of the 
prison. Both sexes associate through the day in the basement, but are 
separated ttf'tfighl b£ co^finenieht in thte od¥k. 'They are provided with 
Bibles, and nbw ah<f theh' receive newipap^re, : but thtere te : no preichihg ot 
moral instruction affo*rd6di Several hrave escaped withirt the last 'three 
years, but none during the time of the present sheriff. None have broken 
jail since. the introduction df th'e irbn' c6lte, ; but the escapes have taken 
place through the door when Opened bv the turnkey: A physician attends 
rrequeuntly, and always When nfetessary. Hrreceives'a salafry, but I could 
not learn thfe fcriiotint /u * j ; ' ll '' " l •'• ; * 

. The inmates are provided With the usual prison fare. At breakfast 'they 
have coffee, meat, bread : atod pbt&toeg j 'at'clinner; they-tecdve fronp made of 
meat, bread and vegetables ; at teupper, brtead, potatoes and MW. They do 
no Work, except to; scrub thfe basement, the corridors and their own cells. 
The washing of their clofchcS Is *paid lb* -by the ooftmty. 'The sheriff con- 
siders intemperance the principal cause of crime in the county ; and a large 
number of criminals feelbn^to the fdrdgh 'population,' mdStly the 'Irish. 
The average dumber iti tbte prison i& about j 'fifteen. : 

The principal objections to this prison, as to most others in the' Stat«, 
are a want of proper 'ventilation, a better system of classification' of the 
inmates, and a change from the idle and promfecubtfs life they lead during 
their incarceration, to one of industry -and proper moral 'training". 

1 CtTM&ERLAVD OOttimf 'fcklSOH. 

•■*•;.. ».•«... -j ' :• . - . i * ■ . . -.1 ., : . . .... 

This prisofc was visited May 3, 1870, sin6fc which time I have been kindly 
furnished with the! fbll6wing description by Edttafd' Havllland, Whb Yfe- 
eignedit: -..>-.*v ...,. i ..>.,.... ; i ..-;.,;,„.. '»,■ -.. 

" This prison was bwilt in 1853-54. The lot Is 120 feet by 240, and is 
located on Main street,' itf the town Of OAriffcld, one block from the court 
house. The front building is faced with York county sandstone. The ex- 
tern*!' Walls ttf the dell buHdtag aite Hmeston<^3b IiiohftsHMck. • Thfe build- 
ing is strtistatitlally- ftre-profcf. The bdufcdaty' w*ll'is 90 ffeefr higtt, above 
the pavemefcrt, and : 3ffefet *6 indhfcd thi6k at the bottom, and bevelled on the 
Outside to l& inches oh top, doped with stone. ° : ' ' 

"The ptttftftion walls between the ceWs,'and the cctfte abd corridor, are of 
btfck, 18 inches thick." Thi ctells tire irched ab&v£ and below, and are 36 
in number, 15 feet long, 6 fcati'wide, and 1 ; G feet' 'high, arrfefiged on' either 
side* of a corridoi* 15 feet Mridef. 1 'The edlls ate'fcectared by twb'ddom eaeh 
Working iirft caat irtm box-fbame; Afe-'lfcrtrtytoor is of oak!, iitied with 
boiler irod : <toe^8tttthtmSh thick, screwed OA to It. : ©n the outside tff the 
door the bolts and locks gr* left in flfdsh', provided 1 with a* screened fceep- 
hole and food wicket. ■ TWe oater dooi 1 h' also elf oak strongiybraced, hung 
to the eAst iron f rattle', and secured- by a prison* lock. ' The cell windows 
have stone silis, lintafls dtfd jamf^dnih^ontoifde; ahd oast iron frame* On 
the inside, splayed on the sides and bottom. 

44 The corridor is lighted by sky-lights from above and an end window. 

"The cells are heated by hot air furnaces in the cellar, under the cor- 
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ridor, the flues being brought up in the wall between the cells and the cor- 
ridor, and are ventilated by means of foul air flues in the external wall, 
which lead into the air chamber over the corridor and from thence to the 
main air shaft in the tower. 

" There is a water-closet in each cell, properly trapped, with soil pipe 
and main sewer pipe, connected with a large cess-pool in the rear of the 
cell building. There is a hydrant in each ceil for drinking and privy pur- 
poses. 

" This prison cost $45,000." 

There are bathing appliances in this prison, for either warm or cold 
water. No specified time is assigned for the bathing of the inmates, but they 
are allowed to use the bath whenever they desire to do so, which is fre- 
quently the case. 

No regular employment is given to the prisoners, except their own 
washing. The cooking is done by the family. The sheriff receives fifty 
cents per day for boarding each of the convicts, and forty cents a day for 
each of the vagrants. The deputy sheriff receives $300 per annum, and 
the physician $50, visiting only when necessary. 

There were ten prisoners at the time of my visit — seven convicts, two 
untried, and one under sentence of death. Of these, two were females, one 
white and one colored ; two colored and six white males, and one white fe- 
male vagrant. One white male was executed on the 22d day of December 
last. 

They are permitted to exercise in the corridor or the yard once a week. 
Desperate cases are kept in their cells. The sexes are never permitted to 
associate. 

The dietary regulations are bread and coffee for breakfast, soup and 
vegetables for dinner, with meat once a week, and supper same as break- 
fast, except occasionally boiled eggs. There is no moral instructor, and 
there are no religious services in the prison. Members of the Young Men's 
Christian Association formerly attended and performed some religious ser- 
vices, which have latterly been suspended. There are Bibles, but no library 
is connected with the prison, and no means are used to teach those who i 
cannot read. No report of the prison is made by the sheriff to the Secre- 
tary of the Commonwealth. The amount drawn from the county treasury^ 
during the last year for tfie&oppprt of the prison w^Bprotfeiijg*wr $10,- 
00Q, beside? $2,000 paid, ibr. Buppprtiflg |Kt0Qiwra<u» tWtBwtarii <penitGli*i ■ 
tiary. . v - ....,; -i i .i,*- r .;'< 

This is a well constructed prison, and fully adapted JtO tb&i9ftp&f*to *J*t- . 
tem of prison labor. Why this system is not carriedjfO^tf I|^»pM&te tto 
say, unless it be the fact that the sheriff being the kee])ervf|iwlite4ng pbsugedr ' 
every three years by the expiration of his term of-offl^ \h$ ( requisite » 
knowledge and experience cannot be obtained in thifMkLQft- mft't»<Vork 
the inmates with advantage. I find it to be the case gWMfflsilyi tbaMug? * 
good system fails where there are frequent changes q£ keepers hip ; and L . 
think the tax-payers of the county would find it to Uiai*a4vftBMg8*aa witfl 
as beneficial to the prisoners, to adopt the system now inj0#eQ98ftful.0fimH * 
tion in many other counties in the State, Their prisoftj-txfrtug; WHtaMFJWf" 
structed for the purpose, tjw system ofluld be-pajb iato /operation without 
any increase of espen#e to, t^, county, , In&fed* * considerable *yo*iUit of 
the present cost could to avoided The Itfw oi t&v&r'&owwh i£ property? 
managed, would contribute wterially fc> Xhm support*) <■■> . , •,./ 
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The Dauphin county prison was one of the first county jails built in the 
State for the introduction of the Pennsylvania system, having been finished 
for use in 184 1. The front wall is composed of mountain sand stone, and 
the other walls of limestone, which is found in great abundance in the 
neighborhood of the county seat. The front building, like most of our 
prisons, is so constructed as to afford a suitable dwelling for the warden 
and his family. A cell block runs directly back from the entrance, and 
contains 40 cells ; two tiers with a gallery. Each cell on the lower tier is 
13 feet long, 1 feet 6 inches wide, and ? feet 6 inches high, with a wooden 
floor. The 20 cells on the upper tier are three feet shorter than those be- 
low, and this space taken from the cells is occupied by the gallery. The 
front and partition walls of the cells are constructed of brick, ami the ends, 
sides and ceilings of three cells are lined with two inch white oak plank, 
to give them greater security. Each cell is supplied with a hydrant and a 
water-closet, with ventilating flues near the ceiling and the floor, and a hori- 
zontal window of the ordinary size. The cells have two doors, one an iron 
grate and the other of wood, both with the usual prison fastenings. All 
the cells in the upper tier are plastered with cement. Every alternate inner 
door in the upper tier is made of wood, lined with sheet-iron. 

The corridor is about 85 feet long, li feet wide, and paved with brick. 
It is lighted by six sky-lights, with a horizontal window in the end. 

At the time of my inspection, with Commissioner Coleman, (May 6, 
1870,) 38 prisoners were in confinement; 16 of these were colored, 3 of 
whom were females ; 22 were white, 4 of whom were females ; 5 had been 
convicted and sentenced, and 16 had been convicted but not sentenced. 

Since the jail has been so much crowded, the authorities have been obliged 
to cease working the convicts, and are compelled to send those to the peni- 
tentiary who receive a long sentence. During this period none have been 
sentenced to this prison for a longer time than one year. There is no room 
to enlarge the prison — a great want of foresight in erecting it — which must, 
eventually, either lead to a heavy outlay by the purchase of adjoining pro- 
perty or the removal of the site, and the erection of an entirely new build- 
ing. 

The prisoners are allowed to exercise every other day in the yard. At 
such times they are always under the eye of a keeper. When two occupy 
the same cell, they are permitted to go into the yard together. The whole 
building is warmed by two air furnaces. 

Preaching is had every Sabbath ; the inmates are furnished with Bibles, 
tracts, and occasionally periodicals. There is a small library connected 
with the prison, but no moral instructor is employed. There are suitable 
conveniences for bathing, and the inmates are required to use them when 
it is deemed necessary by the keeper. The prison is lighted with gas, which 
burns all night in the corridor, but no lights are allowed in the cells. 

There has been no escape from this prison during the last seven years. 
Punishments are seldom necessary, and, when resoTted to, consist of bread 
and water, half rations, or the dark cell. 

It cost the county about $8,000 to support the prison during the last 
year. The warden receives a salary of $400, and his wife $100, as matron, 
He also receives 25 cents per day for boarding each of the prisoners. The 
warden has been in charge for the last eight years. The assistant keeper 
receives $500 per annum. 

For breakfast and sapper the prisoners receive one and a quarter pounds 
of bread, and coffee j the convicts receive, in addition, molasses ; at din- 
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ner tbe oonvicts ate f^mtbediwithrV^gptoW*«w*J^; aU;getf*ea*o«a<»' f fr day, 
except the vagrants 1 . AU that we able are required to do their own wash- 
ing, and keep the ceils and corridor olean. The eotyttictsftre furnished ttitk 
tobacco. The ptr^ciaat receive* $iftf<f*£ annoi^ aadria required, to Tlisit 
threethnesa weekf aadrmfc any other; time, if j»eafed» lOnJy iO»e ddathba* 
occurred in the* lsjst three yeaw,.wbfcb xeeoitad.fi-etnd^iuiuin/t^tueji^ --. 

The number of vagratifcs admitted * ve*a$ed.< about; ftwftf a <toy f from ; the 
1st of January to the let of AfrtriLdasti At this i timet hay average, four <?r 
five a day* • The warden reoei^ee the same tpiitie pernneol for fa*rdi«$ this 
class of inmates an iai paid for the pil&ouorBw TGh^lgive/ the, convicts* j&en 
discharged, from $1 to 1 5 in nfcoiiejr^ aj»l ototbiog^eowfeft tb€Qr na&l lb 

Thaue are eix inspector*,: bat ttey reoefr* n*> ocHpt&Jifttf&iiribr thai* 
services. On the third Monday of j April, l*4rl,thtee inspector* ra&apr 
painted byitib^cottfc of quarter aeseteaa, ano tmwi&t&KOMbw&tiim&fot 
two yeaue, and:ene£6r ttefce yeari^i A.tttesai3esh*e f three wfcreaf4>oi»ted 
by thecemmissioners o£ the «o«inl5f , >for tae same teimW)0^iserTioe,iand.a^ 
anally thereafter, on) tbe first Wednesday «f the IrafcTCOurfcof f quarter ee*V 
aioris im eactu yeary the jadgeoJUKL commissioatettft have- been/ retfnired; t* 
appoint one inspector U> ster Ye fftffc t/iitee ^airt%.a»d ^tttftil ilfo Mtoesjftr 
should be appointed* ..:■* j no ri.^ b «\ ; n »> no - r, iu<j-,n ?«>? ,i? a*!-.', rot 

It is greatly to be regretted that this prison ka* beatLCOfl^H&IJU^bs^ 
donthe system of labor fe»edy>iataee< ^wnacregs^ 
in the State. There can> be ao good reasdn> why &• *f stem «h<*ddi»0fo beartt- 
stored,'and it is to benbepedi^tto a^ihoiitiefl iotf th^ ooant^fis^il giteitbe 
subject 4Mioh> consideration .sanrill dead then* iouftskfe scrfBqteftt provision; 
in the future, for thto keeping; aadhworkiagt of their otvnjicontiots.. XXeei 
assured it would be eoddunivost* Aite- iaieresU;of the j county .a*, tf ell *a to 
the moral improvement of many <tf/ the prisoners, j<>. wt. "in -u .<• /;< 

. •- .; -ri J n -. . I i •• i u'v ;•■} • : ;;i - jCt, / '-i ,* vf.i'io i«*:i' eri! hoo'? * '.A** v> 
• • •" * .. • ' K »Bt«LWA»BJOOXlBl»Yr.WttSOWt*i' .£7.ij^*:r ', 7 .JC^i: 

This .prison was* vkite4*m 
13 v 1B70. / A part tf it *as efteated/iit i^l^ wneji ttl^iwvi^ji^eafc.wftsijrer 
moved from Chester to Media. Itiijc^asl^ottediO^^tQW^Tt^fftOtt^^^ 
granite. The addition, which, consists in an ecctension ofthe cell block, 
was eoeeted iq l^Wvaxjcwiiug^t^tbe pfen. f*yjwtottdjbyoMr^Ad*ilftc^>iiut- 
ton, architect Tie j^.Uo<& runa>b*okiixm ^*MfatoMlim0*a has 
two tiers of oelle^tbe jasper tierirbei«g«ewliediiyi a ^>toodeo gaite ryiio feho 
usual manner, There axe 38 cells, ^tfinAudi *»* in i the oUhipdlijof rAte 
building, and are 11 feet 9 inches locgf 8 feet widi^fl^^^ifts* 6- intAes 
high. . 3fte<mUs in the nw touHdulg apft!##^{hoti i?H«r ;tttan,lujwie withe 
old, TheiWindiO^ infttoeeUe arep«pendicui«r*:) Xhcwei in, the njawt part 
awi 13 - ujehes w^ 4- Aet ,4 ■ *«ches/k»*, tTJtW^tx oorW» ^OrdiMidwagathcm 
tiuKiugb ,the «eeBtm v lqngiUidttB*aiyi J I«o^ JontheioWijeeil*Ar*)iH^ on^ 
half the.wid^b of [these liaitfcst:*^.; She,otilft Ate ^ory tone pdwrioted 
with a water-closet and a hydrant. The teoors «^(^CM>^^a»d tae^pwrti- 
tionsjof . butek. . . Tbe cboo»*eoasto«t)£iaji JMn<g^terfleitift the wmai Jafctem 
in^s, and^a wooden door so arranged a* fca stand ajajfi^htHid^sired^ivithr 
«nt the prisoner b^kig^biej ty ropen wr.clo6el,it-)iJiit;itb^)0ld:fCelte)t^re 
are ventilating niws jnjitlfe/ejatcr mpU< wWa*/ai^'^er^ smaltr. k J»! tke jjew 
cells there aretwo fluqs f^r ^eqtitotioil^ ^kiAvap^^inSa*ibe'JOorflridof^ 
both near the ceiling— one above the door WnAatb^wwr \ttwwii fiifiiiabtm» 
the register for admitting hot air. The corridor is 94 * fee* long ^n<l 16 
feet wide, paved with brick. It has ttutte sky4igbte inf the old part, which 
answer not only for the admission of • light* but also for ventilation* In 
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the addition tfeere. is one large skylight, answering the same purposes. 

There are 8 grated windows in the end of the corridor. The boundary 
wall is about 20 feet high. 

This prison is warmed by a Harrison boiler, introduced when the addi- 
tion was erected. The drainage of the prison is into sinks under the side 
walls. The waste pipes from the cells empty into these pits. They are 
dug to sand and closely covered, so that no offensive effluvia can arise 
therefrom. There are privies on the outside, which empty into the same 
cess-pool, for the accommodation of persons in the yard. 

At the time of our visit there were 32 prisoners confined in this jail — all 
males. Twenty-six were convicts, and six were awaiting trial. Three 
years and six months is the longest sentence received here for the last two 
or three years — the crime was burglary. 

The prison is governed by five inspectors — three beiug appointed by the 
court, and two by the county commissioners. They receive no compensa- 
tion, but they appoint the warden and other officers. The warden receives 
$600 salary, the matron $200, the assistant warden $500, and the physician 
$100. The warden is paid twenty-five cents a day for boarding each of 
the prisoners. They receive for breakfast coffee and one pound of bread ; 
for dinner, soup, half a pound of beef, and on Fridays, rice and molasses ; 
for supper, tea and bread. 

Some of the prisoners 'complained of dyspepsia and constipation, which 
they ascribed to the character of the food they received ; and the physi- 
cian had directed some change of diet, with a view to obviate this difficulty. 
They also complained of a want of employment. To this complaint the 
warden stated that it was difficult to obtain a sufficient amount of suitable 
work to keep them occupied. I saw nothing to justify the opinion that the 
food furnished was not of a good quality, and as well adapted to the inmates 
of this prison as that of any other, but believe that if they had more employ- 
ment, and occasional exercise in the yard, they would enjoy better health. 
The warden objected to their exercise in the yard on account of their incli- 
nation to talk with those in the cells through the windows. This difficulty* 
could be easily obviated by placing them under the surveillance of an offi- 
cer during the time they are in the yard. 

The employments in this prison are weaving rag carpets, making and 
mending shoes and manufacturing splint baskets. One convict had learned 
the trade of shoemaking in the prison, and he had another convict under 
his care, instructing him in the same trade. Both were working in the 
same cell during the day, but were separated at night. There is no uni- 
form for the prisoners. 

They occasionally have preaching on the Sabbath, but no moral instructor 
is employed. They have a small collection of books, but want more read- 
ing matter. Some kind hearted ladies come occasionally to teach those 
who cannot read, and a few, through the labors of these ladies, have been 
taught to read and write. Such disinterested and philanthropic work will, 
sooner or later, meet its proper reward. 

This prison is adapted to the separate system of labor, which may be 
inducted With economy to tke county and -bwefit to the prisoners. Efforts 
eught to be made to provide sufficient employment for them; and we see 
no good uoasonwhy snocese-in this direction could not "be attained. There 
are a variety of ^occopatioas whic^xxmld be -advantageously pursued, b& 
side those already introduced.. > v . << .•* . ..^ ,. . .j -. u i. ...• .. 
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BLK COUNTY PBI901T. 

This prison is located at Ridgway, the seat of justice in Blk county. It is 6 
small stone edifice, erected of Tionesta sandstone, on % lot adjWning and in 
the rear of the court house. It is 45 feet front and 35 feet deep; and two 
stories high* It has a small yard in the rear, about 40 feet square, enclosed 
by a wall 18 feet in height. The comity was eertabHshed in* 1843, and the 
prison built in 1847, at a cost of $2,?0fr. The building has accommo- 
dations for the keeper and his family . It contains four rooms, two in each 
story, for the prisoners', each of which Is 14 by 13 feet, and- *7 feet in height, 
with a very defective and offensive water-closet. The doors are Iron grated 
and wooden doors lined with sheet iron. It is supplied with* water from a 
fountain in the corner of the yardj in front of the Jail, and iter warmed by 
stoves. ' • ' • • * • " ' " ' 

The keeper lives in the jail, but at the time of my 'vhlt (August 10, IJTO) 
he had been absent, with his family, for* week, and the prison wasifefb fti 
charge of Mr. P. T. Brooks, who resided a short distance "froni thebufl<£ 
ing. When I reached the jail, in company with <3ten. Kane, the president 
of the Board of Public Charities, I found no 6nfc there except a ihalekson- 
vict. He informed me of the absence of the beeper, and thfe resldemte of 
the person in charge. I called upon Mr. Brooks, wno conducted us through' 
the prison, and gave me such information as he possessed in relation to it. 
There is no cellar under any part of the building. The keeper boards the 
prisoners at $4 per week per head, and supplies them from the iatnfljf table. 
I was informed that the rooms occupied by the prisoners were deaned fctoc£ 
a week. The rooms, however, were flrthy, and the beds and bedding 
anything but creditable to the county. The prison, indeed, Is unsaffe 
and unfit for the purpose for which it is used. Ht needs thorough and radi* 
cal change for the better. I understood the last 'gfaird'Jdry reported iri 
favor of improving its condition*, but as yet, no farther rnoveitotent in that 
direction has been made. Perhaps, at no distant time, this 1rHl be done. 
There have been four or ft vie escapes. Indeed, it i# difficult to conceive 
how any one can be detained in this prison, except through an entire indis- 
position on the part of the prisoner to escape. The prisoner I found there 
admitted that he could leave without difficulty, if he so desired, but his 
time there was short, and he preferred to await the expiration of his term, 
bad as were his quarters, rather than incur the risk of a re-capture and a 
prolongation of Jiis confinement. 

The prison has no satisfactory ventilation; or comforts 6t any land. ' So 
punishment is inflicted, except to withhold the usual titeaisV < There is no 
religious or moral instruction, though Bibles are allowed When asked for. 
The jail does not average over two prisoners at *a time/ At this time the 
county has four convicts in the Western penitentiary, rf o execution has 
ever taken place in E1J* county. 

Mott Leeser is the keeper, and Jacob M'Oaulley W the present sheriff of 
the county. .....,: -^ 

KRII COUNTY; *BI66H. 

This is a new prison, commenced in 1869 and completed in 18T0. ft 
stands in the rear of the court house, and occupies nearly all the 'space ttf 
ground owned by the county in this connection. Mr. Chapman was the 
architect, and the cost was about $50,000. The front of the building is 44 
feet wide, and is three stories high. The part occupied by the sheriff and 
and his family as their residence is 31 feet deep, and the cell block is 44 
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feet square. The internal arrangement* of the cell block is somewhat dif- 
ferent from any other prison I have visited, The main hall or corridor, 
which is the entrance to the prisoners' apartment, runs entirely across the 
block, and is 44 feet long and 12 feet wide. It contains stairs^ which lead 
to the different tiers of cells. The height of this hall is 32 feet. The pri* 
son contains 36 cells, which are 5 by 8 feet, and are arranged in three tiers, 
on each side of the prison, having 6 cells in each tier. They front the side 
walls, with an open space between the blocks, 3£ feet wide, 27 feet high, 
running longitudinally in their rear, with a door opening into the yard. 
The side corridors, in front of each block of cells, are entered from the 
main hall. The side corridors on the first story are 30 feet long and 10 
feet wide. The second tier of cells has a gallery of the same length, and 
4 feet wide, and the third tier has a corridor of the same length and width 
as that on the lower story. Each cell has a water-closet and two bunks, 
with straw beds and suitable bed clothes. Each tier of cells has a hydrant 
in the corridor, which is supplied with water from the city water-works. 
The waste-pipes are connected with a sewer in the street, which discharges 
into the lake. The prison apartment is warmed by a hot-air furnace in the 
cellar, and the heat is carried by flues into the corridors. The front part 
of the building is warmed by stoves. 

The building has two wings, each 23 feet front and 20 feet deep ; a third 
wing extends back on the east side, 48 feet deep and 16 feet wide. This is 
used as a laundry for the prison, and a water-closet and laundry for the 
family, with kitchen and pantry. The west wing is occupied as a reception 
room and office for the keeper. The main building, below, is occupied as 
a parlor, sitting room, dining room and lodging room for the keeper. The 
second story is divided into six rooms ; the third story has three hospital 
rooms and a bath-room. The foul air passes under the floor, thence through 
sheet-iron pipes on the inside of the walls, with an outlet at the top of the 
building. A small ventilating opening is provided in the back part of each 
cell, which allows the foul air to enter the space in the rear of the cells, 
passing off through ventilators in the roof. The whole building is cov- 
ered with tin, and the upper tier of cells is excessively hot during the warm 
weather. I do not consider the ventilation very good in this prison. The 
light is admitted through windows in the side walls. A yard is attached 
to the prison, 100 feet long and 80 feet wide, enclosed by a wall 15 feet 
high. 

Upon the occasion of my inspection, (August 15, 18TO,) the jail con- 
tained^ prisoners, all untried — 20 men, 2 boys and 2 females — one man 
charged with -the crime of murder, Erie county has a number of convicts 
in the Western penitentiary. < Only one execution has taken place in the 
county, which occurred in March, 18&8* 

The sheriff has charge of the prisoners, and receives $3 50 per week eaeh 
for their board. They receive but two meals a day, taking their dinner 
between two and three o'clock in the afternoon. They get, for breakfast, 
coffee, bread and potatoes; for dinner, meat, soap, potatoes and bread. 
They do no work, but congregate in the small corridors through the day, 
and are never allowed the use of the yard. The sexes are always kept sepa- 
rate. There is no library connected with the prison, but the inmates are 
furnished with Bibles. There is preaching -every Sabbath, but those who 
are unable to read or write receive no instruction. Three prisoners es- 
caped this summer, two by breaking jail and one by passing the turnkey 
who was supplying the prisoner with food. A competent physician is ap- 
pointed by the county commissioners, and attends the prison whenever ne- 
cessary, for which he receives a salary of $150 per annum. 
17 
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The whole internal structure, gf ,tM* prison la of boiler-plate iron ; the 
corridors, floors, galjeries and cells' are all constructed of this material, and 
even the outside walls *re lined with, it.. The cell doors And ,the partition^ 
in front of the tiers of cells are composed of iron rods, but not of sufficient 
size to prevent their being bent by moderate force* It was by bending 
these rods that the two prisoners alluded to were able to make thei* escape* . 
There is no provision in this prison for working the inmates. It can only 
be, regarded as a lock-up, where there is a promiscuous intercourse yfitik 
crhninals bf alniost every shade of prime. , \ , 

• " v ' . . ' ' ■ ■ f - '[ 

FAVKTTS OOUHtPT PRISON, , 

This prison watf visited, in icompany with Governor Geary, June 9, 1870. 
Thfc cell building is constructed of stone and stands in the rear of the court . 
house. The dwelling in front Of the prison block is composed of brick, 
and is occupied by the sheriff and his family. The prison was erected, in 
1854. It is a dark, damp and badly ventilated structure, one of the worst 
buildings of the kind I have visited. Preparations were making to reinpdel 
it. Apartments were being, temporarily erected in the yard to accommo- 
date the prisoners whilst these changes were being made, .It ja proposed 
to Improve the Interior arrangement of the .old prison by (constructing 16 
cells within the present tf alls. Each cell will be 7 by 8 feet, placed back to . 
back, with a passage between the front of the cells and the outside wall 
They will be composed of boiler-plate iron, after the manner of the new 
prison at Erie. ' The whole cost of re-construction is estimated at $800 00u 
Each cell is to contain a hydrant and water closet. The prison at present 
is warmed with stoves. What provision will be made for this purpose.here- 
after I could not learn. The inmates are permitted to associate in the day* 
time, but are separated at night. The jail is supplied with* waiter from a. 
well. The boundary, walls are so insecure that no recreation in tlie yard 
canl)e allowed to the prisoners, except in the presence of an officer. The 
sheriff who has charge of the jail receives fifty cents per day for boarding 
each prisoner. He employs a deputy, but receives no compensation from 
the county. I could not learn from the sheriff the expense of supporting 
the prison during the past year. The fare is bread, meat, vegetables and 
occasionally coffee. 

A physician is employed when necessary. No books are furnished the 
inmates, but the sheriff now and then gives them newspapers. 

Four prisoners were in confinement, three males and one female. A man 
had just been convicted of murder in the first degree, but had not been 
sentenced. Punishments are seldom inflicted for misbehavior, but when, 
required, the dark cell is used for this purpose. Escapes have frequently 
taken place. One sheriff lost, by escape, seven prisoners in eighteen months. 
Two executions have taken place in the county; the last about two years 
ago: 

I cannot refrain from expressing some regret that the county authorities 
did riot .take measures to procure a new location and erect a new prison, 
instead of repairing the old one. The contemplated alteration will add but 
little, either to the comfort or safety of the inmates, More ground and a. 
better location are needed to secure a well ventilated building, with proper 
drainage, so .that a suitable system of labor may be pursued by the convicts, 
and the county thereby relieved of a part of the burden of their support. 
I regard it as true economy, as well as humanity, to give employment to 
such of our criminals as are able to work. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOARD OF PUBLIC CHARITIfcS. 1*5 

.' •" ' PftANKLtN OOtrHTY »TdON. '' ' 

*Jfhis prison Wad visited May 4, 18T0. J. W. Fletcher, the sheriff, was 
absent, having gone to Philadelphia to place some convicts in the Eastern ^ 
penitentiary ; and the deputy sheriff was confined to bis bed by a severe' 
attack of indisposition. Both the sheriff and his deputy, with their fami- 
lies reside in the prison, occupying the front part of the building. 

This is an old jail, having beeri erected in 1818, and is constructed of ' 
brick. There were seven prisoners at the time of my visit, four convicts, 
and three untried. Of the convicts, two were white men, one colored man, 
and one colored female. Those who were untried were all white males. 

The prison contains eight cells, all built ^ince the erection of the jail. 
Four of these cells are on the first floor, and four on th$ second. They 
ar£ all the Same size, 13 feet 8 inches long, 6 feet 8 inches wide, and 10 feet *. 
high. They contain water-closets, and are warmed by a, heater in the ceV . 
lar^th'e warm air being conducted to the cells through separate pipes. Ar- . 
rartgements ar£ provided to furnish water in each cell, but the pipes are not 
in order at present. 

There is no ventilation in the cells, except what is afforded by means of 
tbe windows and doors. This is very defective. There is a large front 
room in the second story, where the prisoners are permitted to congregate, 
where there isoctaasionally preaching by some of the neighboring clergy- 
men, and where prayer meetings are held by some of the religious young 
inen of the town. There is no moral instructor, but Bibles arq furnished . 
if desired? tracts are also given the prisoners, but there* is no library for . 
their accommodation. They are permitted 1 to exercise almost daily in the 
yard, where they are under the eye of those in the kitchen. 

The drainage from the prison is emptied into a well, covered with plank, 
near the centre of the yard; but there is feo flue to carry off the effluvia , 
frofn this sink, which is permitted to escape into the yard and contaminate 
the atmosphere. The cells are white-washed every three months, and 
scrubbed once a week. This, and most of the other work about the prison, .' 
is perfbrmed *by the inmates. 

The prUoh is supplied with water from a well, from which it is pumped up ( 
into a'tank at the top of the building, from which it is conducted by pipes 
to eaqh cell. There is, also, a cistern of rain-water for laundry purposes. 

The boundary wall is constructed of stone, 20 feet high, enclosing an 
area of 120 by 96 feet. The front building, or dwelling, occupies the entire 
front of the yard. A brick wall encloses a small front yard. The dwelling , 
is warmed by stoves and lighted by gas. There are four damp dungeons 
in the cellar^ which are seldom used. There is a. chamber called the "debt- 
ors^ apartment," 'which has not been used since the abolition of imprison- \ 
ment for debt. It is on the west side of the building, with a yard attached, ■ 
which is now used as a garden. There is, also, a small yard on the east 
side of the building. 

The cells are provided with straw beds, and in winter two blankets are 
furnished each prisoner. ' No provision is made for bathing; ablution, how- 
ever, is performed by means of tubs or buckets. 

A physician is employed, at a salary of $100, who gives his attendance 
as often as heeded. There has been no death for some time. 

The prisoners retained in this jail are generally committed for small 
offences. Those covicted of higer crimes are sent to the Eastern peniten- 
tiary. The prison is not adapted to separate confinement with labor ; and 
no employment is given to the inmates. 

It is under the charge of the sheriff of the county, and he receives fifty 
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cents per day for the board of each prisoner. The fire is such as is corai* 
mon to most of our county prisons. For breakfast and sapper, bread 'drift 
coffee are furnished ; soup and vegetables, with meat twice a week, for (Mm- 
ner, I was informed that the prisoners here receive very much the same 
food as is prepared for the sheriff and his family. The' deputy sheriff re* 
ceives $300 from the county as a part of his compensation. The sheriff re- 
ceives no compensation for his duties here except the per diem pay for 
keeping the prisoners. 

There were no vagrants in the prison at this time, and few of this class 
of persons are admitted ; a targe number, however^ are committed for 
drunkenness. No money is given to. convicts trpon their discharge, but 
clothing is furnished at the expense of the county, if badly needed. Some 
are allowed lights at night, if furnished by themselves or friends, bttt they 
must be extinguished when the sheriff retires. The cooking is done with 
a stove. • ;' 

This prison is badly adapted to the necessities of the county. If it were 
constructed so as to carry out the Pennsylvania system, much expense would 
be saved to the county and a better prison discipline enforced. By sending 
to the penitentiary those who have received long sentences, the county 
loses the benefit of their labor, and is required to pay a part of the cost of 
keeping them. One half of the annual cost of this jail would be saved tb 
the county, and the prisoners retained in the county jail would be benefitted 
by having employment and the prevention of that contamination which re* 
suits from evil association. The present building is not suited for such a 
change, but I cannot withhold the expression of an honest conviction, that 
it would be greatly to the interest of justice and humanity to effect, at aii 
early day, the improvement suggested. 

FULTON COUNTY PRISON. 

This prison is constructed of brick, and stands a short distance in the 
rear of the court house, in the town of M'Connellsburg. It was erected ia 
the year 1851. It fronts one of the main streets, and embraces* an area of 
40 feet square. The jail occupies about one-half of the building* and thfe 
rest constitutes the residence of the sheriff. It is now occupied by B*N. 
Sterrett, the keeper. It is two stories high; the* wall of the jail yard is 
also built of brick, and is 15 feet in height. The size of the yard, which is 
in the rear of the prison, is 36 feet square. On account of the bad material 
and workmanship this prison is very insecure. There are four celts* eaeh 
of which is 10 feet long, T feet wide and 8 feet high ; the floors are wood;; 
the partitions are brick, lined with two inch white oak plank, and plastered 
with mortar ; the doors of the cells are made of wood. The cells have ria 
water-closets, and no ventilation, except by the window and a small open- 
ing^ in the door. Water is supplied from a well in the yard. ' 

The prison is warmed by a stove in one of the rooms, in which the pri- 
soners are permitted, at times, to congregate, and by a stove in each cell, 
when occupied. The prisoners are not allowed to exercise in the yard, un- 
less they are regarded as entirely trustworthy, or in the presencfe of the 
keeper. The prison was empty at the time of my visit, (May 4, 1870,) and 
I was informed that this was generally the case. For the higher crimes 
the criminals are sent to the Eastern penitentiary. There has been but one 
escape during the last five years. The prisoners were furnished with the 
same kind of food that supplies the table of the deputy sheriff, who receives 
fifty cents a day for boarding them, each. They perform no work. Th£ 
washing for the male prisoners is dene by the family, and the female pri- 
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setters perform this duty for themselves. They are provided with Bibles, 
if they desire them; have no library, receive no instruction, and hear no 
preaching. No special punishments are inflicted ; no money is given dis- 
charged prisoners, but clothing is furnished, if badly wanted. The water- 
closets are in the yard. The keeper makes' no reports to the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth. t 

HUNTINGDON COUNTY PRISON. 

This building is an old structure, erected in 1826, of lime stone. It is 
two stories high, and about 55 feet front and 40 feet deep. The sheriff, 
who was not 'at home at the time of my visit, (August 3, 1870,) resides in 
the building. I was permitted to visit the prisoners and inspect the dif- 
ferent apartments through the kindness of his wife, who officiated as turn- 
key and gave most of the information I received. There are one room arid 
two cells of the size usually noticed* in these old county prisons. The cells 
have but one door, which is an iron grate. The apartments for the pri- 
soners are in the second story. 

Nine persons were incarcerated at the time of my visit — only one convict 
and eight untried. One man, a German by birth and a stranger, was insane. 
He was committed for vagrancy after -the last term of the court, a*nd 
would not be disposed of until the next session. In the yard, which is in 
the rear of the prison, there is a wash-house, and the remains of the old 
gallows, on which two men were executed on the 9th of March last. There 
have been four executions in this county since the present sheriff, D. R. P. 
Neely, came into office; five convicts have been sent to the Western peni- 
tentiary, one for horse-stealing and four for murder in the second degree. 
The sheriff receives fifty cents per day for board tag each of the prisoners, 
and he supplies them with the same fare as is provided for his own family. 
They do no work, except to keep their own cells clean, and such services 
as may be needed about the yard. There are no bathing appliances, but 
the inmates perform general ablution once a week, and change their clothes 
at the "bame time. The sexes are separated at night, but not in the day- 
time. The building is warmed by stoves. The expenses of the prison last 
year were $2,686 88.- There was paid for the support of those sent to the 
Western penitentiary, $551, and for those sent by the court to the State 
Lunatic hospital, $534 75, 

This county is in much need of a new prison. It has had a large 1 num- 
iier committed for the higher crimes, compared with most other counties, 
and I was informed that the authorities have been compelled, occasionally, 
to employ additional watchmen and chain their prisoners heavily to prevent 
their escape. The prison is badly arranged ; in a. bad state of repair, and 
altogether unfitted for the safe keeping of those committed to its apartments. 
I hope to see, before long, tjiis county awake to its duty, and making 
better provision for the safe keeping and proper correction of those who, 
for infraction of the laws, have for a time to be restrained of their liberty. 

INDIANA COUNTY PRISON. 

This prison is constructed of stone, and stands in the rear of a fine 
court house, now in the course of erection. It was built in 1839, and is 45 
feet square, and two stories in height. The front part of the building is 
arranged for the residence of ; the sheriff and his family, and the rear is ap- 
propriated to the prisoners. The sheriff receives fifty cents per day fop 
keeping each of the prisoners,. and their fare is the same as that of the 
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family. Only one person was in jail at the time of my visit, (August 4, 
1870,) a white man, who was committed for rape, but had not been tried. 
The prison is warmed by grates and stoves. The water is carried by baud 
from a pump. Bibles are provided for the prisoners. The average num- 
ber of inmates in a year does not exceed fifteen. Escapes are frequent. 

The prison apartment contains five cells up stairs and two rooms below. 
The cells are lined with plank to increase their security, and have grated 
windows. The cell doors are made of boiler plate iron, with wooden doors 
in the lower story. One of the rooms below is used as a dungeon, which 
has no window in it, so that it is without ventilation as well as without 
light. The yard wall is constructed of stone and lined with plank, ren- 
dering it very easy for a prisoner to escape with a few nails, by which he 
could climb to the top of the wall. The roof is made of shingles, and rises 
from the four sides to the centre of the building. A physician is employed 
whenever his services are needed. 

This county is badly in want of a new jail. The present one is old, di- 
lapidated and altogether insecure. Without irons it is difficult to prevent 
prisoners from making their escape. Should the county erect a new jail, I 
would suggest the importance of placing it on a site where more room 
might be commanded. I think several of the counties have made this mis- 
take in the erection of their new prisons, and when they require additional 
accommodations for their inmates, they will be compelled to seek a new lo- 
cation, or purchase adjoining property at a high valuation. It is best to 
look this difficulty in the face early, and make suitable provision for it. 

JtJNIATA COUNTY PRISON. 

This prison is built of stone, and was erected in 1833 or 1834, when the 
county was established. It is two stories high and is covered with shingles. 
At the time I made my inspection (July 16, 1870) the sheriff was absent, 
and I had much difficulty in procuring any information. His wife, how- 
ever, very kindly conducted me through the building. The sheriff and/his 
family live in the lower story, and the prisoners occupy the upper story. 
It contains six cells, one of which is dark, and used as a dungeon. ^Phe 
cells are 10 feet 2 inches long, 8 feet 6 inches wide, and 8 feet 10 ratines 
high. The windows are 3 feet 2 inches wide, and 4 feet 8 inches high, iHth 
iron bars. There are grated doors and wood floors. The yard wall is atiout 
14 feet high. Water is supplied from a town well, and a cistern of *ain 
water in the yard. The jail was empty at my visit. 

John Deitrick is the present sheriff, and receives $2 50 per week- for 
boarding each of the prisoners. Their fare is the same as that of J the 
family. Two have escaped from this prison in three years — one by passing 
the sheriff's wife, and another by passing the hired girl, when the door !was 
open — neither of them was ever re-taken. There has been tat one execu- 
tion in the county, which took place in 1864. 

I could not learn the annual cost of supporting this prison. Ntfwork^s 
performed by the prisoners. 

LANCASTKE COUNTY PRISON. 

The Lancaster county prison is favorably located on the Philadelphia 
and Lancaster turnpike, in the city of Lancaster, in the immediate vicinity 
Of the publio water basin, and a short distance from the county almshouse. 
'The ground upon which it stands is elevated, commanding a good view of 
the city and surrounding country. It was erected, in 48&P« T&e frottt is 
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built of tftBd*9tQ&e,'4he boundary wall, and other masonry work, of lime- 
. stone. . It has a small enclosed wall on each side of the front entrance. It 

• has one cell block in the rear of the front building. The warden and his 
family reside in the front apartments, where there are, also, an office and 
store-rooms for the accommodation of the institution. 

The corridor bug two tiers of cells, 80 in number, and is 176 feet 6 inches 
long, and 14 ieet 8 inches wide, roofed with slate, while the cells are cov- 
ered with tin* { Twenty sky-lights and a window in the end furnish the ne- 
cessary light. . There is a door in the end by which access can be had to 
the yard. The yard wall is fourteen feet high. Small yards are attached 

♦ to the lower tier of cells, entered from the latter, but they are seldom used, 
as they are not regarded as sufficiently secure. 

The cells are 15 feet long by 7 feet 6 inches wide ; the lower tier 10 feet 
high, and the upper tier 1 1 feet high in front and 8 feet back. The front and 
partitions are constructed of brick. To give them greater security, several 
of the cella have recently been lined with boiler-plate iron. They are pro- 
vided with hydrants and water-closets. The hot air is admitted by a reg- 
ister near the ceiling, and the foul air flue is in the outside wall near the 
floor. The whole cell building is warmed by five air furnaces, and the 
dwelling by stoves. 

The government of the prison is under the control of six inspectors, two 
of whom are elected every year by the people and serve three years. They 
appoint the warden and other officers. The present warden has occupied 
the position for the last three years, and seems qualified for the duties. 
Every appearance of the prison, the condition of the cells, the bedding and 
clothing of the prisoners, all indicate as reasonable a degree of comfort 
and cleanliness as could be expected in a county jail. 

I visited this prison, in company with Mr. Harrison, April 28, 1870. It 
contained at that time 85 inmates; of these, 33 were convicts and 13 were 
committed for trial; all males. Forty -seven were committed for vagrancy 
and drunkenness, thirty-eight of whom were males and nine females. Dur- 
ing the winter there was a large number of this class, who were employed 
in breaking stone. Twelve of these were, for a few days, controlled by ball 
pmd chain to prevent their escape. The vagrants do the work about the 
prison. Each convict is required to keep his own cell in order; but they 
•re never allowed the. use of the yard, except by order of the physician. 
They change all their clothes once a week. They have conveniences for 

. bathing f but rarely use them. They perform ablution by the use of buckets. 
They are examined by the physician after sentence, previous to being put 

•^tp labor. They are allowed light in their cells until the bell strikes eight 
o'clock, when all lights have to be extinguished. , 

The drainage of the prison is good. All waste matter is conducted mto 

..pipes, terminating in a main, which is discharged into a run on the alms- 
house property. The prisoners are supplied at breakfast with bread, coffee, 
molasses, and sometimes mush. For dinner they have soup, meat, sour 

. krout, and on Sunday, potatoes. At supper they get bread, coffee and mush . 
This prison being constructed with a view to separate confinement at 
labor, the system is very fairly administered. 

TJhe prisoners weave carpets, bagging and other articles, make and mend 
boots and shoes, manufacture willow bassets and cigars, and knit fish-nets, fly- 
nets and seines. Nearly all the convicts were engaged in stripping willow 
for baskets, it being the season when this part of the -work has to to at- 
tended to* In weaving rag carpet, they are tasked with two hundred yard* 
per month. For each yard over this amount they receive from two to four 

^eenfcs, as for over-woifc. :.«•« .;, , f 
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The convicts ara dressed in a prison uniform. Their pantaloons a*d 
shirts are striped, the stripes running across and not perpendicularly. ♦ In 
winter they wear flannel shirts. - , 

The actual cost of the prison to the county during the. last year ( was 
$20,371 14. 

There is preaching every other Sabbath in the corridor, by the moral in- 
structor, who, also, visits every alternate day to .give instruction to tbe 
convicts, and receives a salary of $200. There is a library, to which about 
$50 worth of books is added yearly. 

Typhoid fever was prevalent last winter in the prison, from which two 
deaths occurred. . . . ,. . 

The warden receives twenty-eight cents a day for boarding each of the 
prisoners, and a salary of $700 per annum. The physician receives $800. 
The underkeeper receives the same salary as the warden. , \, , 

LEBANON COUNTY MJSON-: 

This is a lime stone building, and was first erected in 1814, but remod- 
elled in 1860. It is covered with slate. The lot upon which it stands is 58 
by 67 feet. The dwelling, which is occupied by the sheriff, who has charge 
of the prisoners, is 58 by 16 feet ; and the apartment occupied by the pri- 
soners is 51 by 41. feet, with a yard in the rear, surrounded by a wall 18 
feet high, enclosing an area of 51 by 17 feet. It contains 14- cells, arranged 
in two tiers, with a corridor 10 feet 3 inches wide. The lower cells are 11 
feet 6 inches long, 8 feet 6 inches wide, and 9 feet high. The ceiling is 
lathed and plastered ; the partitions between the cells are built of stone ; 
there are wood floors ; no. water-closets ; iron plate doors inside, with wooden 
doors outside. There is one large cell, 13 feet 10 inches long, and 7 feet 
9 inches wide, with a window in the end. Here the prisoners congregate. 
The 7 cells in the upper tier are each 12 feet long and 6 feet 3 inches wide. 
The upper cells have each a sky-light, and 3 sky-lights are provided to light 
the corridor. < 

The prisoners receive the usual fare, consisting of bread and coffee for 
breakfast and supper, with soup and meat for dinner. The sheriff receives 
fifty cents a day for boarding each of the inmates. The prisoners do no 
work, except keeping their cells and the prison in order. I found the in- 
stitution in good condition, so far as relates to cleanliness. Seven persons 
were confined in the prison at the time of my visit, April 29, 1870. Six of 
these were convicts and one untried. They seldom escape. All were sen- 
tenced for a longer term than six months. They are permitted to associate 
in day time, but are separated at night. 

There are no religious services in the prison ; no instruction is given to 
those who cannot read or write ; Bibles are provided and other books aujl 
papers. , 

The sheriff informed me that intemperance was the cause, either directly 
or indirectly, of nearly all the crimes for which the inmates were com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Coleman accompanied me on the occasion of my visit to this pr,iso*n. 

LEHIGH COUNTY PRISON. 

This prison was .visited May 17, 1870, in company with Mr, Coleman 
and Mr. Clymer. The edifice is a stone structure, standing on a,n elevated 
site, with a small stream of water in front. The position is an eligible one^ 
and displays taste in its selection. The architect was T. A. Asehbacfy of 
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^ASlentdWb, and the plan, as Well afefthe execution of the work, reflects no 
little credit uporo his skill, and especially as it was the first prison h$ had 
constructed. 

c -Thfc front is eofla)rt>Bed of brfcwn 1 sandstone from the neighborhood of 
Hummelstown, Dauphin county. The other walls are constructed of what 
is familiarly known as mountain stone. The building was erected in 1867- 
68-69, and eost about $200,000. The front building covers an area of 64 
by 43 feet.' The cell building is 135 feet long by 55 feet wide. The base 
of the tower is 19 feet square, the shaft octagonal, with a height of 94 feet 
above' the baae of the building. The whole area enclosed by the guard 
wall is 142 by 270 feet, and the front building, 11 by 64 feet, is 39,428 
square fteet. The roof is elate. 

33he corridor is 132 fe^t long, 15 feet *ide, and 29 feet high, ft is paved 
with slate, has twb tiere of cells, with gklleries constructed of iron. It 
contains 24 round sky-lights , and 4 grated windows in the end. The guard 
wall is 22 feet high. The cells are 40 in number, with 8 other large rooms, 
two of which are used for infirmaries, and the rest for various purposes. 
The cells are 15 feet long, 9 feet wide, and 10 feet high. There are a hy- 
drant and water closet in each cell. The foul air passes through ventilat- 
ing flues near the top of the cells, until it reaches the attic, whence it is 
carried to the tower. This affords a very satisfactory ventilation. The 
warm afr flue enters the cell near the floor. Each cell has a narrow window, 
Which admits a sufficient amount of light to enable the inmates to work 
with advantage. Each cell has two doors ; the inner one an iron gate with 
the usual prison fastenings ; the outer constructed of wood in the ordinary 
manner, as in our best prisons. 

The prison is warmed by five of Reynold's furnaces, one of which warms 
the dwelling. There is a separate pipe for each cell. The waste pipes carry 
off all refuse matter from the cells, and empty their contents into a cul- 
vert, which is discharged into a sink. Water is admitted freely into the 
pipes to keep them clean. 

No yards are attached to the cells for exercise. The prison is well 
adapted to the separate system, and it is intended to work the prisoners on 
this plan. It was only recently opened for the reception of prisoners, and 
'the present warden has been on duty only about three weeks. 

It is intended to have religious services in the prison every two weeks. 
.All the inmates have jBibles, and occasionally other books, although they 
have no prison library. At present they have no moral instructor. They 
are required to bathe once a week. 

On the day of our inspection there were 16 prisoners^ all males but one. 
The longest sentence of any one then in prison, was four years and four 
months, for the crime of arson. All were whites; one boy, 18 years of 
age, convicted of larceny. 

The board of inspectors is composed of the three commissioners of the 
fcounty, and two persons appointed by the court. They appoint the war- 
den and other officers. Those appointed by the court receive as compen- 
sation $50 per annum, each. The warden Thomas Jacoby, receives $600 
per armum, and his wife, as matron, $200. The salary of the physician is 
not yet determined. He visits once a week, and at any other time when 
required. The warden also receives thircy-five cents per day for boarding 
each of the prisoners, who keep their cells clean, and wash their own clothes. 

The punishments inflicted are reduction to bread and water, and confine- 
ment in the dark cell. There has been no punishment inflicted under the 
administration of the present warden. 

The dietary regulations require molasses, coffee and bread for breakfast. 
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For dinner—on* day^ beef, potatoes and beans; next tda>y? beef§ ei*t and 
potatoes f another day, veal potrpie^^thusalfcerDatmgtho&od^but oo^onp 
is given. For supper, bread and molasses. Their dress is gray— all areaHke. 

The front and. two sides of the -building: ana enefoaed \rj a stonewall, 
with iron coping, east iron posts and oast mm chains between the swats. 
The enclosure forms a yard, which is tastefully laid out and taotttormfced 
with shrubbery. , ..'.--,* •< . < 

This is one of the best constructed prisons in the State^and I am pleased 
to learn that it is the intention of those who have it in charge to^adopt she 
Pennsylvania system of prison discipline, for which it is well adapted. I 
should be glad to see other counties in the State follow the eocaanple^of Le- 
high, by the erection of suitable prisons, and instead of keeping: their in- 
mates promiscuously congregated in. idleness, pot them to work so as to 
avoid the contaminating influence which indolence * and ^icionst habits En- 
gender when prisoners are brought into indiscriminate association. 

• . . . • ' • ■■:'">/! 

LUZERNE COUNTY PRISON. 

The old prison of Luzerne county, which was still occupied at the time 
of my visit, (July 13, 1870,) was erected in 1805. It is constructed of 
etone. The county was established in 1786, and the prison first erected 
was a log building, which was abandoned at the time the present one was 
built. It contains four rooms for the accommodation of the prisoners. It 
is an old, dilapidated and insecure structure, entirely unfit for the purpose 
for which it is occupied. It is not difficult for prisoners to make their es- 
cape, whenever they are inclined to use the means at their command. It 
contained 26 prisoners at the date of my inspection — all males but one. 
Of this number, all but one were sentenced for a period of less than one 
year; seven were in irons, to prevent their escape; four for murder, and 
three for attempting to break jail. Escapes from this prison have been 
very common, sixteen having left in this way in seventeen months. 

The sheriff has charge of the prison, and receives fifty cents per day for 
each of the prisoners, boarding them. They perform no work, nor is the 
prison adapted to this purpose. They obtain, for breakfast, bread, coffee 
and potatoes ; for dinner, either soup or meat daily ; for supper, bread and 
molasses. When punishment is used for insubordination, it consists in the 
use of irons. Testaments are provided. 

Different arrangements for the support and management of the prisoners 
in this county will be made when they are removed to the new jail, which 
is nearly completed, and which will be under the control of commissioners, 
who will be authorized to appoint a warden and other necessary officers. 

*HE NEW LUZERNE COUNTY PRISON. % ''" 

The new prison, which has been recently erected in this county, stands 
upon a lot of ground on the bank of the Susquehanna river, in the borough 
of Wilkesbarre, containing four and a half acres. As severe criticisms 
hate been made on this prison, and as it differs from most of the structures 
of this kind in Pennsylvania, I deem it of sufficient importance to-spfeak 
of it at greater length than 1 have devoted to other county prison*. In 
doing so, it is not my intention, at present, to become the special advocate 
of the separate system of prison discipline, or of any one ef the modifica- 
tions which have been proposed as a substitute ftf it. This question, I 
trust, will be taken up by the Board at a proper time, and, after mature 
and dispassionate consideration, be disposed of according to their ^feest 
judgment.- - - - — v v'Vr ^- • • < ;;; .-"-*--"- k^-i 
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i The authorities invested mtk the responsible duty/ of ejecting this J b»Ud- 

. iag availed themselves of what they regarded as the best means to aaoer- 

- tain the most approved plan for the construction of a prison, which has 

: eost the county over a quarter . of a million of dollars. After visiting 

numerous prisons in different parts of this and the adjoining States, they 

employed John M'Arthnr, Jr., a scientific and experienced architect, of 

the city of Philadelphia, who furnished a plan and specifications, in cen- 

ibrmity, with their suggestions, which, after mature deliberation, .were 

adopted. 

I cannot do better, than copy the following description of this prison from 
Stem's Architectural Beview for December, 1868* It presents, in my opin- 
ion, a fair and sufficiently detailed view of the edifice, as well as its situa- 
tion. I visited this prison July 18, 1870, and have no hesitation in bearing 
.testimony to the accuracy of the. statement herein given : 

" The prison is, as will be seen, of two stories, the wings each contaUtyig 
a double tier of cells in each story. Should it, at any future time be de- 
sired to enlarge the building, the manner in which it has been located on 
the lot will permit it of being so extended without difficulty. Each wing 
will be constructed fire-proof, in order that, in the event of a fire taking 
place in the front portion, communication between it and the wings could 
be at once cut off by heavy iron doors. The style in which the whole of 
the structure has been designed is the castellated, or what is more gener- 
ally known, 'the prison style/ and the effect is most striking and impos- 
ing, being quite in unison with the purpose for which it has been designed. 
" The building is being erected on the centre of a lot of ground, facing 
the Susquehanna river,* which was selected on account of its peculiar apti- 
tude and fitness. Being situated directly upon the bank of the river, (the 
current of which, at this point, is very rapid,) at a height of about 45 feet 
above the level of the stream, there is no difficulty in discharging and car- 
rying off the refuse and sewerage of the prison, which will be done by the 
very best terra-cota vitrified drain pipes, through a brick sewer into the 
river, at a point beyond low- water mark, and should, at any time, there be 
any need of a larger supply of water than is now available, it could be 
easily obtained from the river. 

"The whole exterior structure of the edifice will be t constructed of a 
greenish drab sandstone and brick. The facing of the whole of the front 
and flanks will be of cut stone. The pile consists of a centre building, 60 
feet in width and about 40 feet deep, two stories high, exclusive of base- 
ment, with two towers on the front, which will each have an additional 
story. This portion contains the residence of the warden ; also* a register- 
ing office, board and committee rooms and laundry. To the rear of the 
centre building, and divided from it by a ten feet corridor, is a one-story 
structure used for kitchen, bakery, pantry, engine and boiler house. The . 
ten feet corridor leads right and left to the two wings, extending at; right 
angles from the rear of the front building, having a front of 208 .feet* and 
running back 204 feet in depth, and of a width of 47 feet* These wings 
contain the prison cells, which are in two tiers, isolated from the external 
walls. The second tier has an iron balcony surrounding it, approached. by 
stair eases of iron. Adjoining these cells are the lavatories, clothes rooms 
and turnkeys' rooms. There will be, in all, 72 cells, 28 double and 44 sin- 
gle, and so arranged that on; a special emergency, each double cell pan be 
, formed into two single ones. , / 

. "All the reofs have a, 'pitch of thirty degrees, are to be laid with the 
best quality of slate, and Lall > the; flat portions of the roof with the best 
leaded roofing tin, all laid in the most approved and substantial maqner. 
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"To each prison wing there is provided a food hoist ; firom the first fetory 
to the line of balcony of second story cells, and duriib waiter frota the 
basement to first story in stair hall. All the hoisting apparatus will be of 
the tnost approved kind, and operated by hand with a crank. * 
' " All that skill and science can accomplish has* been bestowed upon the 
mode of ventilation and heating this bunding. The heating arrangement 
that has been chosen is the self-regulating not water apparatus of Morris, 
Tasker & Co., of Philadelphia. This has proved to be a mdst convenient 
and safe, and at the same time effectual and economical, means of warming 
large buildings, and consists 6t fcast Won boilers, made in sections, arid- the 
proper amount of heat regulated by three dampens, which again are ope- 
rated upon b/the expansion of the water, at different temperatures. The 
radiating surfaced* of cast iron. * t < 

• 4 In order to injure the most perfect ventilation possible, a' double-disc 
ventilating fan will be used, eight feet in diameter and driven by Bteam 
power. This fan is capable of discharging from 15,000 to 100,000 ctible 
feet of air per minute, and the air duct ftom'it will bte connected into-al! 
the radiator chambers, so that, in winter, the air is heated previous to its 
discharge into other rooms. - The fonT air in^ the building will be forced 
down through flues, (one to each cell and room,) into a horizontal under- 
ground duct opening into an annular spade around the main boiler due. 
where it is rarifled and discharged. This method, combining natural and 
forced ventilation, is now universally adopted in the best appointed modern 
public buildings, more especially in hospitals and jails, where plenty of 
fresh air must be continually furnished, throughout the entire year, to ab- 
sorb and carry off the noisome effluvia and vapors arising from diseased 
and negligent inmates. 

44 The ventilating and heating of cells and corridors is performed by the 
same process. The cool, fresh air from without is brought into the build- 
ing, and passing over the steam heaters is passed through the corridors. 
The fan and the draught in the smoke-stack are connected with flues ex- 
tending into the cells, two to each, one at the bottom and one at th£ lop. 
By the operation of the fan and the draught of the smoke-stack, the air in the 
cell is drawn out, and the warm air of the corridors passes into the cettto 
supply its place^ thereby introducing fresh air. 

* 4 In all other respects the most perfect and/complete disposition has been 
made for the internal arrangements and convenience of the inmates. Noth- 
ing has been left undone that could be devised for the comfort and the 
proper furnishing of the building in the way of bath-tubs, wash-tuhs, water- 
closets and wash-basins, sinks, ranges and plumbing and gas-fitting in gen* 
eral." 

The cells are 6 by 8 feet, and 9 feet high. The original design was to 
make nearly all of the cells this size, but 40 single cells have been com* 
pleted, leaving 32 double, which may, or may nofy be divided. The deter- 
mination of this question may depend upon the system of labor which shall 
be adopted for the inmates. The cells ara formed of large stone slatfe, 
making a perfect stone box. Each cell has *two doors, one of wood, and 
the other an iron grate. They are lighted through the doors from the 66r- 
ridors, wbteh are provided with commodious windows, admitting Sample 
light for all ordinary purposes. A majority of the cells are too small to 
carry on some of the employments pursued in our prisons, but others are 
of sufficient size to admit looms for weaving. Fears have been expressed 
that : these stone ceUs will prove detrimental to the health of the prisoners 1 
oh account of dampness. This question wilF be solved' by experiewe. It 
iscontended by those who' advocate thei^nsfe, that the circulation of air 
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produced by the -fen entirely absorbs the moisture, and renders* the cells 
sufficiently dry for the purposes of health. ~ 

* IJppn the occasion of my* visit the authorities had not determined what 
system of labor should be introduced into the *ew prison. They were fully 
depiftesd that the convicts should Apt be kept in promiscuous intercourse 
without labor, but that some suitable pppupatipn should b$ decided upon. 
Should they introduce the congregate system^ suitable shops would have to 
be erected in the yard. If , the separate system of labor be resorted to, a 
large number of the cells might be occupied in this way. The prison is so 
constructed that either or both systems Height be carried pp. to some extent. 
At the time of my inspection the prisoners had not been removed from 
the : old jail* . Since then they have b$en transfer red^d I leayn tjbe change 
is regarded as beneficial and satisfactory. ,The warden,. Robert P. May* 
receives $900 salary t and his wife, who acts as matron, $200* An assistant 
warden is employed at $8,00, and an engineer and fireman at $900 per an* 
num. The board of commissioners is composed of the county commission- 
er^ and two persons appointed by the court. - 

LYCOMING QOUNTY PRISON. 

T,his fine prison was erected under the direction of Edward Havilland, 
Esq., architect, by whom it. was designed* I extract the following descrip* 
tion of : it from his pen : . 

",Built in 1S6T-68. The lot is 104 feet front by 208 deep, ie located oj& 
Third street, in the city of Williamsport, one block from the court house; 
is*o# a corner, and runs'back to a twenty feet wide ailey.- The size of the 
whole building, including sheriff's residence and cell block, is 54 by 170, 
The building sets on a terrace raised 5 feet atyove the front pavement. 

i" All of the walls are built of blue limestone j those of the front being 
hammer dressed, laid in range courses. The. base course, water-table, 
qnpins, window and door pressing* battlements, cornices and chimney caps 
are of York county brown sandstone* 

V.The front building contains a keeper's parlor, dining room, office, com- 
missioners' room* four chambers and a bath rppm *nd water-closet. The 
cell building contains kitchen, laundry, bakery, infirmary, store room, bath 
room, Aud thirty-nine separate cells. The cells are arranged on each .side 
of a corridor 15 feet wide, 27 feet high and 122 feet long, lighted by 10 sky- 
lights and a window in the rear. There are two tiers of cells, the sepond 
tier being reached by a gallery , whioh,- with the stairways, is of open iron 
work. The cells on the first tier have arched vaults under them* 

u The cells are 15 feet long, 8 feet wide and 10 feet high. They are well 
lighted by windows placed 7 feet above the floor, with east iron box frames 
42 inches wide, and splayed on the sides and bottom, so as to admit ample 
light without affording facilities for escape. > ■ ,\ 

?'<This -prison, is the first in which heavy oast iron floor plates were built 
into the side walls of the cells, immediately over the arches, which effectu- 
ally, prevents escapes by breaking through the brick vaults, (first tried in 
a few cells of the York prison.) 

"There are two doors, a wrought iron lattice and an outer oak door, 
with cast irom frame to each.ce^L < 

" The system of .ventilation is thorough. Tin flues, with an area, of six 
inches, are built into the splid walls, .conducting the fresh and warm air 
from the furnaces into the cells ; and similar flues extract the foul and vi- 
tiated air and conduct it, by. means of an air shaft in the- tower, to a height 
above the roof, . where it is discharged. These flu#s are pon tolled by means 
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of registers. There are a hydrant and water-closet in each cell. All the ' 
soil pipes are properly trapped, and by means of stop-cocks in the cellar *, 
can be flushed out, and the main sewer pipe discharges into the Susque-,^ 
hanna river, a distance of 1,400 feet from the prison. . j ' 

" The prison is amply supplied with water from the city main, and the 
water is introduced not only in the cells, but, also, in the corridor, the 
kitchen, the wash house, the bakery and the bath and water-closets. 

u The boundary wall is 25 feet high from the level of the pavement on 
the outside. 

"This prison building is substantially fire "proof ; was built by day's " 
work, of the very best material, and cost $125,000." 

The cell furniture in this prison is very good. The bunks are swung ^ 
across the cells, and they are provided with comfortable mattresses, and [ 
sufficient bed-clothing. V..' 

The county commissioners manage the financial affairs, and the prisoners ,~ 
are under the charge of the sheriff, who lives in the building, and receives \' r 
fifty cents a day for their board each. Their breakfast and supper consist ]" : 
of coffee, bread and molasses ; their dinner, of bread and vegetables, soup , '„ 
three times a week, and meat twice a week. \ 

On the day of my visit, in company with General Kane, (August 9, 1870,) 
there were twenty-two prisoners, all white, and all untried, only two fe- * / 
males. Three males were insane; one had been four weeks in prison, one , 
six weeks and one five years; the latter was not regarded fit to be at large. ' 
The county had at this time twelve or fourteen convicts in the Eastern 
penitentiary. ..*..-* 

In the day time the prisoners are permitted to congregate in the corridor 
without regard to sex, but at night they are locked up separately. They 
are never permitted to run together in the yard. A physician is employed, 
when necessary, and is paid for his services, but receives no stipulated 
salary. There have been five executions in this county — one a3 late as last . ^ 
December — all men. One prisoner committed suicide by cutting his throat, f; 

There had been preaching or prayer meeting every Sabbath until somcK l \ \ 
tim£ before my visit. The xotmg Men's Christian association officiated on \i 
these occasions. Some of the inmates have Bibles, and occasionally news- ; 
papers are furnished them. Punishment is seldom inflicted, and when it is ~ 
it cdnsists in confinement to a cell. No money is furnished convicts when '"..; 
discharged, but when clothing isbadly needed it is provided by the county. 

This prison, like a number of others which have been recently erected in 
the State, has not sufficient ground for its extension, should it ever become ^ 
necessary to make provision for a larger number of inmates than its pre- 
sent capacity will admit. The prisoners are not worked at present ; and the 
sheriff told me he did not know whether labor would be introduced or not. 1 ;J 
He had been informed by the warden of the Dauphin county prison that a '. 
less number than thirty-five prisoners would not justify the expense of ^ 
keeping the prisoners at work. Should this statement be correct, it ought ' ? 
to be remembered that if counties were to keep all their prisoners at home, 
instead of sending them to the State penitentiary, they would soon have 
the requisite number. Those receiving long sentences, and who are the ' 
most profitable, are gerierally sent away. 

The prison was in good order, and I could not but regret that' a struc- ' 
ture so well adapted to the Pennsylvania system of labor should be kept 
as a mere lock-up, when it might be advantageously appropriated to the * 
employment of the criminals of the county. By establishing a board of 
inspectors, placing the institution under the charge of a competent warden, 
and introducing^ system oflabor, great benefit would resuh to the county 1 ' *' 
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amjfts criminal population. I believe that, by such a course, the health • 
and comfort of its inmates would be improved; the discipline of the pri- 
son 1 would be better secured; a great source of vicious conduct and influ- 
ence would be prevented ; and the pecuniary interests of the county, as 
wejl as the cause of humanity, would be promoted. 

\ MBBOEtt COUNTY PRISON. 

This is a new prison, erected in 1868. It is constructed of brick, with 
sandstone corners and basement, and cost about $70,000. It has a front 
of 50 feet and is 45 feet deep. The sheriff lives in the front part of the 
building, where he is provided with suitable apartments. It has a vestibule 
or large apartment between the dwelling and main cell block, which is 28 
feet wide, terminating in a dome with sky-lights. In this part of the build- 
ing there are four cells for females, two in the first story and two in the 
second. There is a dungeon in the first story, above which is an infirmary 
and bath room provided with hot and cold water. In the lower story a 
bath room is provided for the males, with cold water only. One side of 
this room is not lined with iron plates, a defect which enabled two prison- 
ers to escape two weeks ago, only one of whom was re-captured. Seven 
have escaped from this prison. From this fact it seems doubtful whether 
iron is the best material to be used in the construction of prisons, as a 
guard against escapes. 

The door through which the cell block is entered is made of boiler-plate 
iron, and the cell doors of iron rods. For the supply of water there are 
cisterns in the attic, receiving water from the roof; and when the supply 
by this means is insufficient, the cisterns are filled by pumping water from 
a well. 

The walls of the main cell block are lined with boiler-plate iron. On 
each side of the corridor, which is 25 feet wide and 55 feet long, the cells 
are arranged like iron boxes, side by side, six on each side. These cells are 
9 by 10 feet, and 8 feet high. Three large windows in the ceiling secured 
by iron bars, give light and ventilation to this part of the prison. In the 
front and back part of the cells, the iron partitions are perforated with 
many holes, about one inch in diameter, and the top of each cell is con- 
structed of iron lattice work, which are intended to admit air and heat 
from the corridor. Small round openings are left in the outside walls, 
above the cells, for the purpose of ventilation. The registers for the ad- 
mission of hot air open into the corridor. By this arrangement the venti- 
lation of the cells is rendered very imperfect. The building is warmed by 
two heaters for the prison, and one for the front or dwelling. 

On the day of my visit, (August 12, 1870,) accompanied by General 
Kane, this jail contained 12 prisoners, two were females; only one had 
been sentenced, and the rest were untried. Among the latter, was an in- 
sane woman, and a small boy, 16 years of age, charged with an attempt to 
commit a rape on a child four or five years of age. The punishment for 
violation of the rules of the prison consists in confinement in the dungeon. 

There is no yard attached to the prison, though a lot of ground in the 
rear, which might be appropriated to this use, extends back to an alley. 
The prison was clean and in good order. 

The sheriff receives fifty cents per day for boarding each of the prisoners, 
who a?e well fed, receiving meat and soup every day, and in cold weather 
meat twice a day. They perform no work, except keeping their own cells 
and the corridor clean. They have no library, but Bibles are furnished for 
each cell. Books and newspapers are allowed in the prison, but not pro- 
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Tided by the county. The prisoners are visijted by members of the Young . 
Men's Christian association, and, in the opinion of the sheriff, their visits 
are a source of improvement to the inmates. The sexes are kept entirely 
separate at all times. A physician attends when needed, for which he re- 
ceives a salary of $45 per annum. 

The construction of this prison is different from that of an}* other in the 
State which I have visited, and hence I have attempted to describe it more 
fully. The structure was built under the direction of Barr & Moser, of 
Pittsburg, who were the architects. While it has some good features, I 
cannot but regard the ventilation as very imperfect, especially in the cell 
block, where it is most needed. Another serious objection to the plan, I 
think, is its want of adaptation to the employment, of the prisoners. For 
this reason they are necessarily allowed to spend their time in promiscuous 
association, which always has a contaminating and vicious influence on the 
young, who are seldom adepts in crime when first incarcerated. The cells 
are, also, too small, especially in view of such, defective ventilation. 

MIFFLIN COUNTY PRISON. 

This prison was erected in 1856, on the site of the old jail. It is con- 
structed of stone. The front, or dwelling, is 50 by 44 feet, and the cell 
block is 50 feet deep. It contains 20 cells, which are 12 by 9 and 11 feet 
high. Each cell is supplied with water, contains a water-closet and a flue 
for warm air. The floor is. of wood. , The corridor is 12 feet wide, with two 
tiers of cells and a gallery. It is lighted by four round sky-lights and a 
window in the,end, on the second story. It has a door in the end below, 
which affords an entrance to the yard. Each cell has two doors, one an 
iron grate and the other of wood. The building is warmed by two heaters, 
of Weaver & Volhmar's pattern, with a separate flue for each cell. The 
drainage is into a cesspool in the yard, with a chimney to carry off the noxi- 
ous effluvia. For want of proper fall in the pipes, the drainage is imper- 
fect. A bakery is under the main building, and a laundry in the east yard. 
The cooking is done with a range in the flrst story of the main building. ., 

The jail, at the time of my visit, (August 5, 1ST0,) was undergoing re- 
pairs. It was originally constructed of small stone, and found to be very 
insecure. Several escapes had taken place. Only two weeks before two 
prisoners had escaped, by climbing over the yard wall from a carpenter's 
bench, the wall being but twenty feet high. The authorities are now lining 
some of the cells with boiler-plate iron and plank two inches thick. The 
cost of the repairs is estimated at $3,500. The building was erected by 
contract, and cost about $20,000. The work was very indifferently per- 
formed by those who had it in charge. 

The keeper is appointed by the sheriff. B$ entered upon his duties on the 
26th of March last, and informed me that when he took possession of the 
prison it was the " filthiest place he ever saw." He receives forty-five cents 
per day for boarding each of the prisoners, and is provided with house 
room and fuel without charge. The fare consists of the ordinary living in 
these prisons. It is plain but healthy. The prison is supplied with water 
from the town, which runs through the building. 

Kine persons were in confinement on the day of my inspection — eight 
males, one of whom was colored, and one colored female. There was only 
one convict; the rest were untried. Two, & male and a female, were sub- 
ject to epilepsy. There is no library, and there are no religious services. 
The prisoners are not even furnished with Bibles. They are kept separate 
at night, and are allowed exercise in the yard for one hour each day, but 
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always separately. A physician is paid $20 per annum for his attendance. 
There never was an execution in this county. 

Punishment consists in withholding meals and confinement to a cell. 
Two prisoners, at this time, had hopples on to prevent their possible es- 
caping. The inmates perform no work, but are kept in idleness, and, through 
the day, promiscuously associate with each other. They seldom bathe, 
as no suitable provision is made for this purpose. They have straw beds, 
and are about as well cared for as are the inmates of a majority of the 
county prisons. 

MONEOB COUNTY PRISON. 

The prison of Monroe county is constructed of stone. It is 40 by 50 
feet, and is two stories high. It was built in I83T, when the county was 
established, and is now an old and dilapidated structure, containing six 
rooms in the lower story and two in the upper, for the accommodation of 
the prisoners. It was entirely empty at the time of my visit, June 30, 
1870. 

James Trock, the keeper, resides in the building, with his family. This 
officer is appointed by the sherifT, with the consent of the court, and re- 
ceives fifty cents a day for boarding each of the inmates, and the usual 
legal fees as turnkey. The prisoners receive bread, meat, coffee and pota- 
toes daily, dieting very much as does the family of the keeper, from whose 
table they are supplied. They dp up work, and receive no religious instruc- 
tion, except occasionall}" preaching. They receive Bibles, if desired, but 
not otherwise. They are permitted to purchase newspapers, and sometimes 
they receive them gratuitously. They have no library. As in most of our 
county prisons, the ventilation is very defective. 

There has been but one execution since the organization of the county. 
This occurred on the 9th of August, 1869. Two prisoners have escaped, 
one of whom was re-taken and executed, the other, who was also under sen- 
tence of death, is still at large. 

Each room has a water-closet, which empties into a pit, with a ventil- 
ating flue extending to the top of the prison. All the water used in the 
prison is carried by hand. The rooms are of good size, with ceilings 15 
feet high. The keeper had, at one time, two insane persons, who were com- 
mitted as vagrants. No record of the prisoners is kept, except in the file 
of commitments. No money is furnished to the prisoners when discharged, 
but if clothing is needed it is provided. A physician attends the prison, 
for which he receives a small salary. 

I was informed that, as there is not room to build on the lot now occu- 
pied, the idea had been suggested by some county officials of purchasing 
a new site, on an elevated and very eligible locality some distance north of 
the public buildings, on which to erect a new jail. The site was pointed 
out on the occasion of my visit, and I feel quite sure, if the suggestion is 
carried out, there can be no occasion for regret. Besides the advantage of 
elevation and fresh air, the proposed site affords extraordinary opportuni- 
ties for good drainage, which is regarded as of the highest importance in 
the construction of prisons and other public buildings, which are to be oc- 
cupied by a number of persons. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PRISON. 

The law authorizing the erection of this building was passed in 1851, and 
the work was done soon afterwards. The front is constructed of light-col- 
18 
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ored sand-stone. The plan and architecture are the same as in many of our 
modern county jails. The dwelling for the accommodation of the warden 
is in front ; a cell block extending back from the centre, with two tiers of 
cells on either side of the corridor. The upper tier is reached by a gallery. 
The corridor is 18 feet wide, and paved with sandstone. It is lighted 
by four sky-lights and a window in the end. A door, communicates with the 
yard. The boundary wall is 25 feet high, and is built of stone. 

The cells are 40 in number ; each one on the lower tier is 12 feet 5 inches 
long, 8 feet 10 inches wide and 10 feet high. The c^llp on the second tier 
are 12 feet high ; otherwise the same in size as those in the lower tier. The 
cell windows are 4 feet 6 inches long and 6 inches wide. There is a hy- 
drant with a water-closet in each cell; there is a ventilatory ver every door; 
and the floors ar^e of wood. 

The building is warmed by air furnaces ; two heat the cell-block and one 
the front building. It is contemplated to warm the whole building with 
steam at an early day. 

The prison is governed by inspectors, who appoint the keeper ; the latter 
receives a salary of. $600. Two assistant keepers each receive $45 per 
month. The secretary receives $75 per annum; a physician' receives the 
same sum, visiting twice a week regularly, and as much oftener as is neces- 
sary. The keeper is paid thirty cents a day for boarding each prisoner. 
All the laundry work and other necessary labor about the prion, are per- 
formed by the prisoners. Each convict is examined by the physician be- 
fore he is put to work ; and a record is -kept of all cases of sickness. The 
sanitary condition of the prison is satisfactory, there having been but one 
death during the last year. 

At the date of my visit, in company with Mr. Harrison, (April 23, 1870,) 
the jail contained 47 prisoners, two of whom were females. One insane 
man — a foreign German — who had been convicted of assault and battery, 
and whose term of sentence was about to expire, occupied one of the cells. 
He was evidently irresponsible for his acts, and not in a condition to be at 
large. He had no friends to care for him, and those in charge seemed to 
be at a loss to know what to do with him. 

The drainage of the prison is satisfactory— all refuse matter passing into 
a common sewer, which is discharged outside the premises. The prisoners 
are required to bathe when they first come in, but not afterwards. The 
cooking is done on a range; and three barrels of flour are required weekly 
for baking purposes. 

The food of tbe prisoners is bread, molasses and tea, or coffee, for break - 
&st and supper ; for dinner, animal or vegetable soup, with potatoes, cab- 
bage and other vegetables. The fare is nutritious and well prepared. The 
prison is neatly kept, and everything seems adapted to the health and com- 
fort of the inmates. . 

The prison having become crowded, it has been found necessary to place 
more than one convict in a cell, and some of the cells are thus occupied — 
a system not conducive to either the morals or the health of the prisoners ; 
and the court, to avoid this difficulty, has sentenced many to the Eastern 
penitentiary. The county commissioners last year purchased a piece of 
ground contiguous to the prison, with a view of making the necessary 
addition at some future day. I trust this contemplated improvement will 
not be very long deferred ; for the necessity which requires the confinement 
of more than one in a single cell, sooner or later interferes with the discipline 
of the prison.. 

The principal employment given to the prisoners, at present, is the manu- 
facturing of cigars. A contract has been entered into with a manufacturer, 
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to make cigars at the rate of one dollar per thousand. The prisoners are 
tasked with one thousand per week, and, with a view to encourage them in 
economy of material, the contractor agrees to pay the convicts five cents 
per thousand. During last year, the prison earned from this source, $1,- 
375 20 ; leavingthe amount necessary to be drawn from the county treasury, 
for the support of the prison, $9,200. 

The enlargement of this prison is unquestionably much needed, and 
better provisions for bathing, and a more frequent use of this excellent sani- 
tary measure, are desirable. 

There is a uniform in this prison, worn by the convicts, consisting of 
pantaloons made of blaek and gray ; the black forms the front part of one 
leg, and the back part of the other. The inmates exercise in the yard 
twice a. week. Four are allowed to go out at a time, but always under the 
supervision of a keeper. 

NORTHAMPTON COUNTY PRISON. 

The following description of this prison is furnished by Mr. Edward 
Havilland: 

M This prison was designed and erected by Edward Havilland, architect, 
in 1868-69. It is splendidly located, upon elevated ground, adjoining the 
court house, and from the terrace in front there is a commanding view 
ovetlooking the town of Easton, and the surrounding country for miles. 

" The size of the lot is 228 feet front by 198 feet in depth. 

14 The plan of this prison differs from that of any other prison I have de- 
signed, inasmuch as the cell building stands parallel with the front, and 
the cell corridor runs at a right angle with the entrance passage. 

11 1 shall give a very detailed description of this prison, as it was designed 
with special reference to introducing and carrying out the Pennsylvania 
system of prison discipline, as done at Reading, Pottsville, and other 
county seats, where the authorities make every attempt to carry out the 
letter and spirit of the law in relation to county prisons. 

" The keeper's residence and offices are 62 feet wide by 84 feet 6 inches. 
The cell building is 53 feet 8 inches wide by 73 feet long. 

" The front building contains, on the first floor, the inspectors' room, the 
warden's office, the parlor and the dining room ; on the second story, four 
fine, large chambers, a bath room and a water-closet. 

44 Between the front and cell buildings, and immediately adjoining the 
cell corridor, are the kitchen, laundry, bakery, infirmary, manufacturing 
and store rooms, all of which have groined arched ceilings. 

44 There are 52 cells, arranged on each side of a corridor, 15 feet wide, 
168 feet long, and 29 feet high to the arched ceiling. This corridor is 
lighted by 16 sky-lights, and large windows at each end, secured by wrought 
iron cross-barred guards. 

" The cells are 15 feet long, 8 feet wide, and 11 feet high, to the crown 
of the arch. 

44 The second tier of cells is reached by a gallery of open iron work, ex- 
tending on both sides of the whole length of the oorridor, with winding 
stairs in alcoves at each end, so constructed as to give an unobstructed 
view of all the cell doors, and of the whole passage* from one end to the 
other, and from the floor to the arched ceiling. 

44 The corridor and passages are paved with brown stone flagging. 

44 There are arched vaults under the first tier of cells and under the cell 
corridor. 

"The cells are large work-shops. They are well lighted by windows, 
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placed nine feet from the floor, 42 inches long in the opening and splayed 
on the side and bottom so as to admit the greatest amount of light without 
affording any facilities for escape. The door frames are of cast iron, with 
inside lattice doors, secured by triple bolts ; and an external door of solid 
oak, 2 J inches thick, so hung that in warm weather it can be left half open 
for the better circulation of air, without the inmates of opposite cells being 
able to see each other. 

"To prevent escapes by breaking through the brick floor arches, heavy 
cast iron plates are bedded on the top of the concrete, and built into the 
solid stone walls on the sides, (as at the York and Lycoming jails,) and a 
plank floor is laid on the top of the iron plates to prevent dampness and 
render the cells more comfortable. 

"There are a hydrant and water-closet in each cell. The soil pans are 
perfectly trapped, so that no effluvia can possibly return into the cells, and 
by means of stop cocks in the cellar corridor, at each end of the building, 
all of the pipes can be thoroughly flushed put ; and instead of a cess-pool 
in the yard, as was first intended, the main sewer pipe (12 inches diameter) 
is carried to and discharges into the Delaware river, a distance of two thou- 
sand feet, and with a fall of over two hundred feet. 

"Great attention has been paid to the ventilation and warming. The 
flue pipes are of cast iron, glazed on the inside, with an area of 60 inches, 
built in the walls. 

"The warm air is conducted from the furnaces under the corridor into 
each cell, and the vitiated or foul air is extracted by means of the flue pipes 
(the inlet being near the ceiling) in the outer wall and over the arches into 
the main air chamber over the corridor. This chamber has openings at each 
end and a main ventilating shaft and tower in the centre. 

"The registers in the cells, under the control of the prisoners, regulate 
the admission and discharge of the heated air. 

"The kitchen is fitted up with a range, boiler, sink and facilities for hot 
and cold water in the wash room, bath rooms, &c. 4 

"The boundary wall ip 30 feet high from the pavement, 3 degrees 6 sec- 
onds thick and 20 seconds at the top, coped yith cast iron plates, project- 
ing on the inside two feet beyond the face of the wall to prevent escapes 
by scaling. There is a 'gateway in the rear wall, 10 feet wide and 13 feet 
high, with a double flapped gate, three inches thick, of oak. 

"The walls are built of limestone, taken from the site of the building, 
which is built on solid rock. 

"The front elevation and returns, and wing walls and corner towers are 
faced with brown sandstone. 
. "The entire building is substantially fire proof. 

"The prison was buxlt by contract, and cost $150,000." 

A lot of ground of the same size as that on which the building is erected, 
lies immediately in front, which is owned by the county, rendering the 
prison secure from encroachments by neighboring builders. 

The prison has a dungeon in the basement, which is intended to be used 
for the punishment of refractory inmates. This, with confinement in a 
separate cell, are the only modes of punishment resorted to at present. 
The prison is supplied with water from the borough works. Gas is fur- 
nished in the front of the building, and in the corridor of the cell block. 

When the organization of the prison is perfected, it is intended to have 
religious services regularly performed. The county provides no reading 
matter for the prisoners, and no money is given them when discharged ; 
but if clothing is badly needed, it is supplied. A physician attends, when 
necessary, at a salary of $100 per annum. , 
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The county commissioners constitute the board of inspectors, and the 
sheriff has charge of the prisoners, receiving 40 cents per day for boarding 
each of them. They receive bread, molasses and coffee three times a day ; 
soup is allowed twice a week, and on these occasions, coffee is not given. 

At the time of my visit (July 1, 1870) the jail contained 24 prisoners, 
three of whom were females ; all white. There were only nine convicts, all 
males, and the highest crime for which any one had been sentenced, was 
burglary. The prison had been opened for the reception of inmates only 
Sn the April preceding. 

The prisoners are required to bathe once a week. They wash their own 
clothes, and the cells they occupy. I noticed the cold air, which is brought 
in contact with the heaters, is taken from the cellar instead of from outside 
of the building, which I consider an objection. This defect, however, is 
easily remedied. 

This prison is intended to be conducted on the system of separate labor; 
and it is very well adapted to this purpose. The cells are provided with 
ample room and light, the ventilation is good ; and in all respects this is 
one of the best constructed prisons in the State. Without fear of being 
considered invidious, I would suggest one improvement in the management; 
I allude to the appointment of inspectors jointly by the court and the 
commissioners of the county ; who should h*ve authority to control its 
affairs, and appoint the warden. The advantages of this arrangement would 
be, that the change of those who have charge would not necessarily occur 
every three years, as must be the case under the direction of the sheriff. 
It requires certain qualifications, improved by experience, to conduct an 
institution of this kind with success, and when an officer fully competent 
for the duties of his position has been secured, it is to the interest of the 
county, as well as to the advantage of the criminals, to have him continued ; 
not removable merely on account of the expiration of his term of office. 

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY PRISON. 

This is a very old stone building, erected more than eighty years ago. It 
is located in Sunbury, the seat of justice for the county ; is two stories high, 
and 45 feet front by 40 deep. The front part of the building is occupied by 
the sheriff and bis family. Two rooms on the first story and four on the 
second are used for prisoners. They have wooden doors and iron grates. 
The entrance to the prison is through a door of similar construction. The 
partitions between the rooms are of stone. The yard wall is 24 feet high, 
constructed of stone below and briok above. 

The prison is warmed by stoves, but contains tio provision for ventilation. 
Water is procured from a well in the yard. There are no water-closets in 
the prison. The sheriff receives fifty cents per day for boarding each pri- 
soner. The diet consists of the ordinary fare of bread and molasses for 
breakfast and supper, with meat, vegetables and occasionally soup for din- 
ner. The prisoners never bathe. Formerly they were all allowed to run 
together promiscuously, but now only two or three are permitted in one 
room at a time. 

At the date of my visit (August 8, 1$*10) the jail contained 18 prisoners — 
five convicts, one untried, and the rest were convicted but not yet sen- 
tenced — all white males. Four were soon to be removed to the Eastern 
penitentiary, and one was on trial for murder. The hopples are used for 
punishment ; the dungeon is never resorted to, nor is food ever withheld. 
The prisoners have Bibles, tracts and newspapers. But one sermon had 
been preached in the prison since November, 1869. Some of the inmates 
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are permitted to exercise in the yard, and others are forbade thfe privilege 
in fear of their escape. There have been at least six escapes yearly, during 
the last ten years. Only one execution has taken place in the county, which 
was about 80 years ago. A physician is employed by the year, at a salary 
of $15. There is but little sickness, and no death has for a long time oc- 
curred. The inmates are not worked and receive no instruction. The sheriff 
regards intemperance as the most prolific source of crime in this county, 

A new prison is greatly needed here, in which the inmates can be sepa- 
rated and employed. The existing structure is ancient, and much out of 
repair; and it is entirely deficient in the arrangements which tare necessary 
for the health, comfort and safety of those committed to its apartments. 

PERRY COUNTY PRISOX. 

This prison is situated at New Bloomfield, the seat of justice for Perry 
county, and is about six miles from Newport, a station on the Pennsylvania 
Central railroad. It is an old stone building, two stories high, covered 
with shingles, and was erected in 1826. At the time of my visit (May 18) 
1870,) it contained but two prisoners, both white males. One was bound 
over to keep the peace, and was committed to prison in default of bail; 
the other was convicted of adultery, and was sentenced to nine months in 
the county jail. For the higher grades of orime convicts are sent to the 
Eastern State penitentiary. 

This jail Is organized on the old plan of county prisons, and is managed 
by the deputy sheriff, who has been appointed keeper by the court, upon 
the recommendation of the sheriff. He resides in the building, and receives 
a salary of $275, and $3 50 per freek for boarding each prisoner. The 
washing for the prisoners is done at the expense of the county, at the rate 
of twelve cents for each article of clothing. The dietary is the same as in 
most of the county prisons, consisting of bread, potatoes, coffee, and occa- 
sionally meat, for breakfast and supper, and bread, potatoes, or soup made 
of meat or vegetables, for dinner. Vagrants are often received, being com- * 
mitted by a justice of the peace. When kept-over night they are provided 
with breakfast, for which the keeper receives forty cents, and ninety cents 
on their discharge, making $1 80 for each vagrant retained over night 

The prison eovers an area of about 50 by 30 feet, and the yard embraces 
an area of 100 by 604bet. The building contains six cells, all in the sec- 
ond story. Each cell is 10 feet long, 10 feet wide and 8 feet high. It has 
two dungeons in the same story, one on each side of the building, with 
close wooden doors, no windows, and, when the door is closed, no ventila- 
tion. The cells have wooden doors; each has a window, with iron bars to 
prevent escape. The floors are of wood, and the partitions consist of two 
layers of two inch plank, lathed and plastered. The attic is unfinished 
and unoccupied. The yard wall is 15 feet high. There is a well in the 
yard, from which all the water is furnished* No water-closets are provided 
in the house. 

The prison is warmed by two stoves, one in each room, where the pri- 
soners are allowed to congregate in the day time* The sexes are permitted 
to associate through the day, but are separated at night.. The punishments 
in use are withholding food and the use of hopples, handcuffs or chains. 
It is seldom, however, that punishment is necessary, and the dungeon is 
scarcely ever resorted to. No provision is made for bathing. 

The prisoners are furnished with Bibles, when asked for, but this request 
is seldom made* They also have newspapers occasionally. They have no 
religious services, and no secular instruction is given to those who cannot 
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read* They are allowed to associate, though very bad. cases are kept sepa- 
rate from the rest. The county furnishes no clothes to the prisoners dur- 
ing their confinement, and, upon their discharge, neither money nor cloth- 
ing is tgiven under any circumstances. 

No work is provided, the prison not being adapted to the separate system. 
The building is badly constructed, old, and somewhat dilapidated, uncom- 
fortable and unsafe. Escapes can scaroely be prevented, except by the use 
of irons and chains. Occasionally prisoners have escaped by breaking 
through the yard wall, There has. been no execution in this county during 
the last five years. 

PHILADELPHIA COUNTY PRISON. 

This institution was visited, in company with Mr. Harrison, on the 21st 
day of March, 1870. It was erected under an act of Assembly, parsed 
March 80, 1831, and was opened for the reception of prisoners on the 19th 
day of October, 1835. 

The following description of this prison is taken from the first annual 
report of the inspectors, made in pursuance to an act of Assembly, ap- 
proved the 27th day of February, 1847* Its re-publication in this report 
is deemed proper : 

"It is situated on the Passyunk road, in the township of Moyamensing, 
about one mile south of the line of the city proper.* There are attached 
to it about sixteen acres of land, but the prison itself occupies a space of 
three hundred and ten feet front, by five hundred and twenty-five feet depth, 
with an addition on the north of one hundred and fifty by three hundred 
and forty feet. 

"T?he facade consists of a centre building, of fifty-three feet tn width, 
with receding wings on either side of fifty feet, flanked by massy octagonal 
towers. Beyond these towers, receding wing-walls are continued to the 
extremities of the front, and terminated with embattled bastions. 

, "The whole exterior is composed of a blue sienite, obtained from Quincy, 
in tire State of Massachusetts* 

"The style of architecture is that of the castles of the middle ages, and 
its decorations are in the perpendicular or tudor 6tyle of English gothic. 

"The centre building is three stories in height, diminishing at each story 
in regular offsets, capped with projecting belts. The corners are finished 
with circular warder towers of five feet four inches in diameter, commencing 
at ten feet below the top of the front wall, and extending five feet above 
it. These towers project three-fourths of their circumference over the 
corners of the building, and are crowned with embattled parapets, supported 
by corbiels. The front wall and both the flanks, are also finished with 
battlements, pierced with embrasures, forming an embattled screen between 
the towers. 

"The wings are two stories in height, and contain the gates of entrance, 
each of which is ten feet wide and seventeen feet high. These wingg are 
pierced with slip windows, and finished with embattled parapets, in the 
same manner as the centre building. 

"The octagonal towers whieh flank the wings, and the bastions on the 
extreme angles of the front, are likewise crowned with pierced battlements 
corresponding with the rest of the design. The bastions project two feet 
from the wing- walls, and measure on each face, fifteen feet in width at base, 
and thirteen feet at the to|). 

* Since the consolidation of the city, this prison has been embraced within the 
corporate limits.- . 
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"The centre building is surmounted by an embattled octagonal tower, 
which rises to the height of seventy-seven feet from tbe ground." 

The arrangement 6onsists of thtee cell buildings extending baek from 
the front, at right angles, containing 506 cells. The boundary wall is 20 
feet high. A small yard is enclosed in front by an iron fence. The whole 
structure is strongly built. The material -and workmanship seem to be 
good ; and the edifice throughout presents the appearance of strength and 
security. # 

The number of inmates on the day of my visit was 641. Of these, 849 
were convicts; white males, 281 ; black males, 26 ; white females, 27 ; black 
females, 15. The number of sentenced prisoners was 69. Of these there 
were 57 white males, I white female and 11 black males. There were 223 
untried, of whom 159 were white males, 37 white females, 21 black males 
and 6 black females. , The whole number of males was 555, and of females 
86. 

The department for females is on the east side of the prison. What was 
formerly known as the debtors' department has been remodelled and fitted 
up for the accommodation of the female inmates. In this department there 
are 90 ceils, arranged in two tiers ; and on the morning of toy visit it con- 
tained 94 inmates. Eleven were to be discharged, leaving but 83. Three 
or four years ago there was an average of 82 convicts in this department. 
Since its enlargement, affording better facilities for the separation of the 
inmates, the number has been reduced to an average of about 30. The 
balance of inmates are sentenced and untried prisoners. The improved 
condition of the female department has also produced a great diminution 
of inmates generally. 

The cells are 8 by 12 feet, and 8 feet 9 inches high. They are each fur- 
nished with a comfortable bed, and heated with warm air by a register near 
the floor of the cell. They have each a ventilating flue near the ceiling, and 
are each also provided with a hydrant and water-closet. The cells are in a 
neat and comfortable condition. 

The female inmates do all the laundry and kitchen work; make and mend 
all the clothes for the prisoners. I saw eleven females engaged in the laun- 
dry and kitchen on the day of my visit. I was informed that 103 children 
had been born in this department. 

Joseph B. Chandler, Esq., who is one of the most faithful inspectors of 
this prison, devoting a large attention to the subject, has great confidence 
in the reformation of this class of convicts. . Ho says the women generally 
behave with reasonable propriety, seldom breaking the rules of the prison, 
except to talk through the windows. Scarcely any punishment is requited. 
Occasionally their ordinary meals are withheld, bread and water being sub- 
stituted. The douche is never used as a punishment in any of the depart- 
ments of the prison. 

I had an interesting interview with Dr. Smith, who has been the attend- 
ing physician for twelve years. He has witnessed over three thousand 
cases of rnania-a*potu during that time, and says he never saw a real black 
man laboring under an attack of this disease. A few mnlattoes have been 
attacked, but even they are not as liable as whites. Dr. Strauss, of Al- 
bany, N. Y., expresses the same opinion* which is founded u^on a large 
experience. This question is worthy of farther investigation, and I re- 
commend it to the attention of medical men who have the opportunity to 
examine it. Dr. Smith also remarked that for several years, while New 
England rum, which is distilled from molasses, was in common use, de- 
lirium* tremens was mueh less frequent than previously, when whSsky was 
made from grain, potatoes and other similar articles. Now, he says, mama- 
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m-potu is becoming more frequent, a* whisky is manufactured less from mo- • 
lasses and more from grain, 

The doctor visits tke prison daily* and keeps a record of all the cases of 
disease. He alleges that his experience does not sustain the charge that 
insanity is produced by the separate system of prison discipline. 

This apartment is warmed by at* furnaces, and water is supplied from 
thei city works. 

The ordinary diet of the prison is bread and coffee for breakfast * t soup, 
meat and vegetables lor dinner, and ooooa and bread for supper. 

The male convicts 3 bloc* contains 208 cells, arranged in three tiers ; 370 
prisoners were confined in this block upon the occasion of my visit. There 
are frequently as many as three in one oell. Five were under sentence of 
death — in all of which eases the penalty had been indefinitely suspended ; 
some having been in prison under this suspension for a long time. 

The cells are about the same size as those in the other departments, £ by 
12 feet, and £ feet high, with arched ceilings and two doors — the inner 
one an iron grate, and the outer one of wood, similar to those in the Eastern 
State penitentiary* The warming, ventilating, water-closet and hydrant 
facilities are the same as those already noticed in the female department. 

The corridor is about 18 feet wide and is paved with brick. Ventilation 
and light for the corridor ore afforded by side windows near the ceiling. 
Light in the cells at night is not allowed. The prisoners sleep upon straw 
Inattrasses, on boards laid on wooden trestles, which are preferred to bunks, 
being with less difficulty kept free from vermin. 

The sentenced and untried department contains the same number and 
size of cells as the male convict block just described. The ventilation, 
heating and other conveniences are also the same. 

Religious services are performed in the prison every Sabbath. 

The prison is very much crowded. Some of the cells contain each two, 
three and even as high .a* four prisoners. This placing of convicts to- 
gether, and especially at night, when they have nothing to do, almost in- 
variably has a deuLftral&ijkg influence. However different may be the grades 
of crime which distinguish those brought together in this way, there is no 
distinction made between them, and the result is that the best among them 
are reduced, by contamination, to an equality with the most depraved of 
their associates. I regard this association as one of the principal causes 
of our Pennsylvania system failing to maintain, in. the public mind, its 
former high reputation ag a prison discipline* If this defect in our prisons 
cannot be remedied by providing ample room for the accommodation of all 
the inmates, it must* sooner or later, entirely destroy that confidence which 
lor many years our philanthropists have felt in Pennsylvania's favorite sys- 
tem, which is not fully carried out in either of our penitentiaries and in 
few of our larger county prisons. 

I would therefore most earnestly endorse the views expressed by the in- 
spectors of this prison, that early measures should be taken by the city au- 
thorities to extend their accommodations for the proper keeping of their 
criminals. The inspectors have repeatedly called the attention, of the State 
and city authorities to the over-crowded condition of the prison, and the 
necessity foot its enlargement* 

At least two plans have been suggested for this purpose. One consists 
in extending the present huildingB on a lot adjoining in the rear, and the 
other k to establish a house of correction in some other* part of the city. 
Either of these plans-would accomplish the object. While some advantages 
would result from the enlargement of the present prison, yet when we take 
into account the benefits of axural position, and .estimate the sanitary in- 
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fluences alone, which such a location affords,! think too much considera- 
tion cannot be given to the subject. The inspeotorsi prefer the first plan 
to the second, believing that it will be less expensive, and that it will be 
more convenient to have the whole system under the same management. 

Last year the profits of the shoe manufactory were $3,872 95, and the 
return to the city treasury of profits from the manufacturing department 
was $21,000. The whole expense of the prison, during the same period, 
was $105,925 12. < 

From an examination of the reports of the inspectors of this prison, as 
well as from conversations upon the subject, I am pleased to kara that the 
appointing power h*s invariably avoided party politics in the selection of 
inspectors ; and the board has endeavored to pursue the same line of policy 
in its government. The success of this institution has doubtless been 
greatly promoted by this judicious course of management. One of the 
great evils which, perhaps more than any other, has contributed to retard 
the salutary progress of prison discipline, has been the frequent displace- 
ment of competent and experienced officers on account of their political 
views. It has been frequently* affirmed* by those who are .most conversant 
with our system of prison management, that the system has suffered morfe 
from the appointment of incompetent officers than from any. other cause. 
To administer the duties of. warden or keeper of a prison properly, requires 
peculiar qualifications, which are possessed by few; and when a person has 
been fully tried and has. shown himself qualified for the responsible duties 
of his station, he should not be removed, except for sufficient and satisfac- 
tory reasons, other than of political expediency, or the expiration of a pre- 
scribed term of service* 

1>IKE COUNTY PRISON. 

This prison is in the lower story of the court house, which is a two story 
stone building ; the court room occupying the entire upper story. It was 
erected in 1814, when the county was established* It is located in the town 
of Milford, which is the county seat. I inspected it June 29, 1870. 

The building is about 35 by 56 feet, and the prison proper contains but 
two rooms, with a small yard, which is entered from one of the rooms. 
The yard wall is about 10 feet high. 

The keeper, John C. Thomas, lives with his family in one «nd of the build- 
ing. This officer is appointed by the sheriff, and bofcrda the prisoners at 
65 cents per day each ; he attends to the court room, when the court is in 
session, for which he receives $1 per day. The other end of the house id 
occupied by the prisoners. Their fare is supplied from the family table. 
No instruction is afforded the inmates* They receive no Bibles, unless asked 
for; but newspapers are occasionally famished as reading matter, not at the 
expense of the county. They have no means for bathing ; and no .punish- 
ment is inflicted, exceptthe use of chains; but no record is kept of these 
cases. . 

A physician attends the prison when his services are needed, for which 
he is paid by the county. 

Escapes occur but seldom. When the prisoners are permitted to be in 
the yard they are under the care of an attendant. The water-closets are in 
the yard; and the prison is supplied with water by buckets. The rooms 
are cleaned every morning, and scrubbed twice a month.' The inmates do 
no work of any kind. They have averaged not more than six or seven a 
year, for the last five or six years. The sexes are always kept separate. 
This prison, like many other county jails, is more like an ordinary lock-up 
than a receptacle for the safe keeping of convioted prisoner* 
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Owia^ to bis absence, I was unable to see the sheriff; and the keeper, 
having been but recently appointed, could not furnish me with all the in- 
formation desired. 

SCHUYLKILL COUNTY PRISON. 

This prison was built in I851,*nd is constructed of brown sandstone. 
The cost was $125,000, including the lot of ground upon which it stands. 
It is situated on an eminence, near the court house, a fine position for the 
enjoyment of 'pure air, an entire square of ground being enclosed, one^half' 
of whkh is occupied by the building. Mr. Le Brun was the architect, who 
modelled this prison after the Eastern penitentiary. It is one of the best 
county prisons in the State, and is well adapted to the enforcement of the 
Pennsylvania system of prison discipline. This system is carried out, as 
far as is practicable, with the large number of inmates it occasionally 
contains. 

There is one cell block, oontainiag 38 cells. It has two tiers,, the upper 
one being reached by a gallery in the usual manner. The corridor is paved 
with square blocks of sandstone. The cells are 14 feet long, 9 feet wide, 
and 9 feet 6 inches high. In the upper tier they are of the same size, ex- 
cept in height, which is 11 feet 6 inches. The warm air enters above and 
the ventilating flues are below. 

At the time of my visit (April 14, 18T0) there were 43 prisoners in 
confinement. Included in this number were three females and two colored 
persons. 

The prison is under the control of the commissioners of the county, who 
act as a board of inspectors, and appoint the warden, with a salary of $950, 
his wife acting as matron, at $200. Two assistant keepers are employed, 
one with a salary of $600, and the other $650. A superintendent of looms 
receives $600, and a superintendent of the shoemaking department, $625. 
The physician gets a salary of $200, and visits once a week, and oftener 
if needed. 

There are no separate yards attached to the cells ; but the prisoners are 
allowed to exercise in the common yard once a week in summer. When- 
ever more than one is out at the same time, a keeper is always present, 
and never more. than three or four are permitted to exercise together. 

The conynissionera purchase all the provisions necessaxy for the jail, and 
the warden and his wife prepare. them for use, so that the keeper is not per- 
sonally interested either in the character or quantity of food consumed. 
It is abundant and well prepared. The cost is about. $2*1 Q per week for 
each inmate. For breakfast and supper, bread, coffee and molasses are 
allowed. At dinner, soup, half a pound of meat, either beef or mutton, 
rice, beans, turnips, cabbage and sometimes pot-pie. The prisoners are 
furnished with as much bread as they want, at all times. 

They are provided with suitable appliances for bathing, and are required 
to use them once a week. They have a hydrant and water-closet in each 
cell. The prison being furnished with water from the borough works, they 
have an abundant supply. The prison is lighted with gas, but the convicts 
are not allowed the use of lights in their cells. Four of Reynolds's fur- 
naces warm the building with entire satisfaction. The ventilation is good. 

Ten shoemakers were at work on the day of my visit, and eight weavers. 
These occupations are more generally pursued in this prison than any 
others. If a prisoner is sentenced to this jail for a longer term than one 
year he is put at once to a trade, often becoming an expert workman, and 
in this way he earns a good .part of his support Certain kinds of weav- 
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ing are soon lparned ; so are shoemaktng and some other branches of skill. 
If the convict has a trade which can be advantageously pursued during his 
incarceration, he is put to work at it, and if he has not, in many instances 
he acquires one before the expiration of his sentence. All convicts in this 
county are sentenced to. this prison, except those sentenced for murder in 
the second degree, who are sent to the penitentiary. 

No religious services are observed in the prison. There is no moral in- 
structor, and no instruction is given to those who are unable to read or 
write. There is a library, containing about 225 volumes, the use of which 
is allowed those who are able to .read. 

The prisoners do most of the . work about the prison, including cooking 
and washing* They are allowed the use of tobacco, but no liquors. Pun- 
ishment, when inflicted, which is very seldom, consists in confinement in 
the dark cell, with bread and water twice a day, or the withholding of food, 
for a time, altogether. Escapes are not very frequent. There were none 
last year, but three the year previous. 

No medical examination is made of convicts before they are put to work, 
or before they are discharged. I regard this examination important, as it 
enables a more accurate estimate to be made of the effect of prison life 
upon the inmates, and would, in my opinion, remove some of the objections 
now made to the Pennsylvania system of prison discipline. / 

It is the practice in this jail to allow convicts to receive visits from their 
friends twice a month. The warden, Isaac Ward, who is an excellent offi- 
cer, considers this practice detrimental to the interests of the prison, which 
is under the control of the commissioners, who are invested with authority 
to grant this permission. * I think this privilege ought to be guarded with 
great prudence, as the indiscriminate admission of visitors cannot be other- 
wise than injurious to the discipline of the prison. But few vagrants are 
admitted. 

When prisoners are discharged they receive from five to ten dollars, 
should they reside some distance from the borough. Those from the town 
receive nothing, except clothing when it is badly needed. 

This prison is well managed. The separate system is carried out as far 
as possible. It is only interfered with when there are more inmates than 
cells. There is ample room for enlargement, and I feel assured that the 
authorities are convinced of the importance of this change, and will, be- 
fore long, take measures to erect such additions as are required. 

I regard it as but justice to say that I was received with great cordiality 
and kindness bv the officers. Mr. Evarts, one of the commissioners, ac- 
companied me on my visit, and freely communicated, as far as possible, all 
the information solicited. 

. UNION COUNTY PRISON. 

The Union county prison is in the basement of the court house, which is 
constructed of brick. It contains seven cells, with a passage extending 
round three sides of the cell block. The cells are placed back to back, 
with the doors, facing the passage. The cells are lighted by eleven windows 
in the external walls, transmitting the light across the corridors and 
through the cell doors. To prevent escape, the windows are secured by 
wrought iron bars. The corridors are paved with brick, and the cells 
floored with boards. The cells are 10 feet 6 inches long, 8 feet 6 inches 
wide, and 8 feet 6 inches high. A small opening near the ceiling of each 
cell provides a very defective ventilation. The doors and windows furnish 
all the fresh air that is admitted .to, the cells. The" doors are iron grates 
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and wood. A water-cV>set is provided in each cell, emptying into a ces3- 

?ool under the court house. The cell block is built of stone and brick, 
'he sheriff, who has charge of the prisoners, lives with his family in the 
back part of the court house, with a kitchen and laundry beneath. The lot 
on which the building is erected contains half an acre of ground. Th^ 
court house and prison cost about $36,000, and were built in 1854-55. 

The sheriff boards the prisoners at fifty cents per day each, and they are 
supplied from the family table. The sexes are always kept separate. They 
do no work, except that they scrub their own cells. The men are permit- 
ted to associate through the day, but are always separated at night by be- 
ing locked in their cells. They are provided with Bibles, but no religious 
services are enjoyed in the jail, and no moral instruction is given. There 
has been no execution in this county. 

No prisoners, at the time of my inspection, (August 19, 1870,) were in 
confinement in this jail ; but two convicts from the county were in the 
Eastern penitentiary— both convicted of larceny. 

It was the opinion of the sheriff that the whole cost of supporting the 
prison did not exceed $100 per annum. 

The prison is warmed by a large heater in a recess between the cells, 
which also heats the court room above. 

The prisoners have straw beds, with quilts and blankets to suit the sea- 
son of the year; No punishment is used for insubordination. There has 
been little sickness, probably on account of the fewness of inmates. The 
prison is a miserable residence for human beings. It is damp, dark and 
without ventilation. 

WARKBN COUNTY PEI80N. 

This building has been erected by piece-meal. The old part, which is 
used as the residence of the sheriff, and is also occupied by the female 
prisoners, is in a dilapidated state. It contains three cells below and one 
above. The new cell block was built in 1864, and is a stone structure, 
standing in the rear of the old building. It contains five cells above, one 
being double, and six below. They have iron grates for doors — with a 
very small window, a mere hole, in each. The cells are six by ten feet, and 
eight feet high. A passage extends round three sides, between the cell 
block and external walls. There is a corridor between the blocks, reaching 
up to the ceiling, and secured at the ends by iron rods— the cells opening 
into the centre corridor. The corridor and passages are flagged with stone. 
Two windows are provided on every one of the three sides of the building, 
giving light to the passages and cells. The cells, are constructed of stone. 

The building is warmed by a stove in the corridor^, and a water closet is 
erected in one corner of the building, to which all the male {prisoners have 
access. 

The cells have not sufficient ventilation, being dark, damp and dismal, 
and the whole apartment designed for prisoners is very defective in almost 
every particular. 

Water is supplied from a well, and carried by hand into the prison. 
The sexes are kept separate. Bibles»are furnished, but no instruction is 
given to those who are unable to read and write. No religious services 
are held in the prison. Only two escapes have taken place since the erection 
of the new block — though previous to that period escapes were of frequent 
occurrence. There are no accommodations for bathing. 

The sheriff, who has charge of the prisoners, was absent at the time of 
my visit, (August It, 1870,) accompanied by General Kane, but his wife 
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kindly showed me through the different apartments, and gave me such in- 
formation as she could. He boards the prisoners at four dollars per week, 
each. A physician attends when necessary, and is paid for his services by 
the county. There is no yard attached tp the prison. 

I was informed that it was in contemplation to remove the old part of 
the building and erect a new one in its place, for the accommodation of the 
sheriff and his family. ' 

WAYNE COUNTY PRISON. 

This prison, a small stone building, was erected in 1 85 T. The stones are 
roughly dressed, and laid in range courses. The prison walls, and the yard 
wall, inside and outside, are so rough that prisoners can escape hy climb- 
ing up and reaching the top of the yard wall, descending in the same way 
on the outside. The jail is one story in height Adjoining the prison is 
a frame building, which belongs to the county, and is used as a residence 
for the sheriff, who has charge of the prisbners. The corridor is 7 by IB 
feet, and is flagged with stone, laid upon brick arches. 

The prison contains 8 cells, two of which are 11 feet square ; the other 
six are 7 by 11 feet,' and all are 12 feet high. The cells haye each two doors, 
both of which are iron. One is a grate, and the other composed of boiler 
plate. The corridor is entered by an iron grate ; and at the other end there 
is a close door, by which the yard is entered, and a grated window for light 
and ventilation. The windows in the cells are perpendicular, and those on 
one side of the corridor are twice the width of those on the other. 

Six of the cells have water-closets, with waste pipes which discharge their 
contents into a creek in the rear of the building^ They are poorly venti- 
lated, with an insufficient supply of water ; all the water having to be car- 
ried into the prison by hand. The prisoners never bathe and do no work, 
except that of sweeping their rooms. They have no religious services, but 
have Bibles in their cells ; arid occasionally other books and papers are fur- 
nished them, but not at the expense of the county. Instruction is not given 
to those who cannot read or write. 

The jail is warmed by a wood furnace in the cellar, the heated air pass- 
ing into the corridor by three registers. The cells arq warmed from these 
registers, the heated air passing through the cell doors. The sheriff regards 
this provision for warming the cells as insufficient during cold weather. 

The prison was empty at the time of mj' visit, June 28, 1870, The yearly 
average of prisoners has been about twenty. No execution has taken place 
in this county for the last twenty-two years. The prisoners are not sepa- 
rated in the day time, except those committed for the higher crimes, , The 
sheriff receives sixty-five cents per day for boarcUng each of them ; an«l he 
supplies them from his own table. A physician is employed by the county, 
who attends when necessary. The prisoners are allowed lights in their cells, 
but not at the expense of the county. 

The special punishment in this prison consists in the use of hand-cuffs or 
irons. The dark cell, or the withholding of food, is not resorted to. No 
record of punishments is kept. 

The sheriff thinks a new prison is greatly needed ; and in this opinion I 
cordially concur. The lot upon which it now stands contains about two 
acres, sloping gently to a creek in the rear, which affords an excellent site 
for a new building, with every convenience for good drainage. 
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WS8TM0RBLAND COUNTY MISON. 

This prison, which was erected in 1855, stands in th.e rear of the court 
house, in the borough of Greensburg. The front is constructed of brick 
and serves as the residence of the sheriff. The ceil block is of stone, con- 
taining 20 cells — ten in the lower story and ten in the upper. Each cell 
is 6 by 12 feet* with a small window near the ceiling. The floor is flagged 
, with stone. The inner door is constructed of boiler plate iron, and tbe 
outer of wood. One cell in the lower story is used as a wash room. The 
other cells have no water in them. Four of the cells, two above and two 
below, are lined with iron, and these four have water-closets — the rest have 
none ; but in the back end of the corridor, above and below, there is a water- 
closet for the use of the prisoners, A small ventilator is placed in the 
partition walls between the cells, which communicates with the open air 
through the roof. The iron cells are not provided with these ventilators. 
The back and front part of these iron cells, as well as the doors, are per- 
forated with small holes for ventilation. The corridor is flagged with stone, 
and the whole block, including the cells, is heated by a stove in the corri- 
dor. The corridor has a sky-light, and a window in the back end near the 
ceiling. The window in the enfl contains 18 panes of glass, the sky-light 
contains 24 panes. The corridor is about 12 feet wide. A hall runs across 
the front of the cell block, which is lighted by a window in one end. The 
cells are washed once in three months, generally previous to the sitting of 
every term of the court. 

The prison contained five inmates on the day of my visit, (October 17, 
1870,) all untried. D. F. Steck, the sheriff, has charge of the prisoners, ana 
receives 50 cents per day for their board, each. ^Ie has been about eighteen 
months on duty, and supplies wholesome food. The inmates have bread, 
coffee and molasses for breakfast, soup and vegetables for dinner, and bread, 
molasses and water, instead of coffee, for supper. Indeed, they receive, ac- 
cording to the account given me, everything, except butter, which the 
sheriff provides for his own table. 

No instruction, either-secular or religious, is given. There is no preach- 
ing on the Sabbath. 

One escape has taken place during the term of the present sheriff. It 
occurred in February, 1870, and was effected by making a key and passing 
through the water-closet in the end of the corridor. 

There has been no execution since 1832, in this county, which has eleven 
convicts in the Western penitentiary, to which institution it paid $645 88 
for keeping its convicts in 1869. The amount required for this purpose, 
during 1870, will exceed this sum. The county paid for keeping prisoners 
in the county jail in 1869, $1,192 10. 

Punishment for breaking the rules of the prison consists in confinement 
in the iron cells, and sometimes the use of hand-cuffs. The latter, how- 
ever, are seldom resorted to. 

Like mostof the county prisons, there is no provision made here for em- 
ploying the inmates, who are permitted to associate, spending their time 
in idleness. No means are used for their reformation, and at the expira- 
tion of their term of sentence, they are discharged to prey upon society, 
no better, but rather the worse ibr the punishment they have endured for 
their previous crimes. 

YORK COTTNTY PRISON. 

I am indebted to the kindness of Edward Havillaud, Esq., the architect, 
for the following description of this prison : 
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" It was built in 1 853-54, eotemporaneously with the Cumberland county 
prison, at Carlisle. This prison is located in the suburbs of the towa 6f 
York, adjoining the county almshouse, and upon part of the ground be- 
longing to that institution. 

" The size of the enclosed lot is 140 by 250 fleet. The building is f feet 
wide and 175 feet deep. 

44 The whole building is fire-proof. 

u The front building contains an office, the inspectors' room, a parlor, a 
dining room and four chambers. The cell building contains kitchen, laun- 
dry, bake room, store room, infirmary, bath room and thirty-nine separate 
cells. 

" The corridor is 15 feet wide, lit by sky-lights- and an end window/' 

44 The cells are 15 feet long, 8 feet wide and 10 feet high, with arched 
ceilings ; are well heated and ventilated, having both fresh and fbul air 
flues, which, instead of being merely vacancies left in the wgUti, are tin 
pipes, the extracting flues being directly connected with the main air cham- 
ber and shaft in the tower, with registers in the cells. There are a water- 
closet and a hydrant in each cell, with water for drinking and pHvy pur- 



" The cell windows have stone dressings outside, and cast-iron frames 
splayed on the inside/' 

" The cell door frames are of cast-iron, with wrotrght-iron lattice doors 
on the inside, fastened by a tri-bolt on the side and top and bottdnV The 
outside door is of oak, 2£ inches thick, hung to the ironrframe, and fast- 
ened by a lock and latch, 

44 The boundary wall is 20 feet high, battered on the outside and capped 
with iron. 

14 There is a large cess-pool just outside of the yard wall, (arched ov** 
with a very high brick flue shaft,) into which the main sewer pipe discharges 
the soil front the water-closets. 

** The cells are heated by hot-air furnaces, placed* in the cellar under the 
corridor. 

44 This prison was built by contract and coBt #60,000. 

44 The cell corridor is paved with brown stone flagging; the cellar* are 
paved with brick. 

u This is one of the first prisons built with arched vaults under the cells, 
an improvement which Mr. Havilland adopted in all his subsequent plans 
of prisons, and a feature which exercises a most important influence upon 
the health of the prisoners. In all the prisons built previously the floors 
of the first tier of cells were on the ground, filled up, it is true, with con- 
crete, but still (hey were more or less damp ; and the health statistics showed 
that the inmates of such prisons were subject to rheumatic diseases, from 
which those in the second tier of cells were exempt." 

This prison was visited, April 27, 1870, in company with Mr. Harrison. 
At this date, it contained twenty-five prisoners. Two had been sent to the 
Eastern penitentiary since the January previous. Four of those in jail 
were females — two of whom were convicts and two vagrants. 

Three cells on each side of the corridor have been thrown together by 
removing the partitions, and these enlarged cells are used for the congrega- 
tion of the prisoners. In one of these apartments, religious services are 
performed every Sabbath, under the auspices of the Young Men's Christian 
association. There is no library, but Bibles and tracts are furnished by 
visitors. 

Punishment is inflicted by confinement in a close, but not dark cell. Food 
is never withheld for this purpose. Prisoners are allowed one candle a week 
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for light in each cell — but all the lights most be extinguished at nine o'clock 
in the evening. They are allowed to use tobacco, but it is not provided by 
the county, A physician visits the prison twice a week, and at other times 
if required. For these services he is paid by the county. There has been 
only one death recently, occasioned by "hemorrhage of the lungs. The 
prisoners receive only bread and water three times a day, except on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays, when they are allowed meat and soup. They 
may, however, be furnished with' food by their friends, and this privilege 
is extended even after conviction. The sheriff receives fifty cents a day 
for boarding each of the prisoners. The whole cost of supporting the 
prison, annually, I did not learn. 

I observed that in this institution the sentences of convicts seem to be 
light, compared with the punishments of those committed to other county 
jails for similar offences. 

This is regarded as one of the best prisons in the State ; and with a good 
board of inspectors and a warden of experience, it- could' be conducted 
with much more economy to the county and fer more benefit to the inmates. 
Although the prison is well adapted to the separate system of discipline 
with labor, the prisoners are allowed to congregate during the day, appa- 
rently without any restraint as to the character of their crimes, their vi- 
cious propensities, sex or other condition ; all mingle together. This state 
of things ought not to exist in any prison ; and it can only be corrected 
by placing the priscm under other influences, so as to avoid a too frequent 
change of management. To conduct a prison advantageously requires more • 
or less experience, not only with reference to the discipline and treatment of 
prisoners, but also, with regard to the sanitary measures necessary to pre- 
serve their health and efficiency for labor. These qualifications cannot be 
expected from those whose duties, and habits of life have always been in 
other directions. It is no disparagement to the intelligent and excellent gen- 
tleman who officiates as sheriff of York county at present, to make these 
remarks. His principal duties lie in a different direction, and perhaps there 
is no one more competent to perform them ; but the keeper of a prison 
should be a person who can devote all his time to the management of those 
under his care j and when he has shown himself to be well qualified for the 
duties for which he was selected, he should not be subject to removal merely 
because of the expiration of a tera of office. 
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ADAMS COUNTY ALMSHOUSE. 
[Visited April 26, 1870.] 

This institution is situated on the Harrisburg turnpike, about one mile 
from the borough of Gettysburg. The main building is of brick and occu- 
pies an area of 70 by 40 feet. It is two stories high, excluding the base- 
ment. The farm on which the buildings are erected, contains 270 acres of 
land, in a good state of cultivation. In addition to this amount of arable 
land, there are TO acres of woodland, in two different tracts, and 16 acres 
of mountain land in another tract, making altogether 356 acres. 

The main building was erected in 1820 ; and the steward resides with 
his family in tftis house. It is supplied with spring water, which is carried 
by hand into the building. The main building and sick-house are warmed 
by coal and wood stoves. 

At the date of my visit the institution contained 90 inmates. The num- 
ber of inmates on the first day of January, 1870, was 8T, consisting of 33 
male adults, 38 female adults, 12 children and 4 colored persons. There 
were 1,477 vagrants during the year, and 10 deaths. The cost of support- 
ing the institution during the same period was about $13,000. 

The insane department is a brick edifice, two stories high, with a base- 
ment. It is 95 feet long and 20 feet wide. A hall runs along one side of 
the building, with rooms adjoining. The south end of this building is ven- 
tilated by the windows and the transoms over the doors. It is heated by 
a furnace in the cellar. Water-closets are attached to this building, to 
which the inmates have access by means of porches on the first and second 
stories. There are four cells in the basement for the insane, which were 
occupied by two males and two females. The whole number of insane at 
this date was 15. Three were chained to the floor; one a female. Two 
females were locked in their rooms. No cases are sent to other institutions, 
and none cured. One insane woman gave birth to a child in 1865, the re- 
sult of illicit intercourse in the house. Two are blind, one male and one 
female. 

The infirmary, or sick hospital, is a brick building 60 by 32 feet, with a 
hall running through its whole length, the rooms being on each side. It 
contains a dining room for those who cannot, on account of infirmity or 
disease, go over to the main building. This building contains no water- 
closets. It is provided with a dungeon in the basement for the punishment 
of those who are refractory, but I am happy to learn that this room is sel- 
dom used for this purpose. The cooking is done by means of a range. 

The steward receives for his services $300 per annum ; the physician, 
$130 ; the attorney, $50 ; the treasurer, $50, and the clerk $50. Two female 
nurses are paid, one $1 50 and the other $1 per week. 

For breakfast and supper the inmates are provided with coffee, molasses, 
bread, fried potatoes and mush. At dinner they receive soup, vegetables 
and meat. Those who work get meat three times a day. Mush and milk 
are allowed twice a week, and sour-crout every Monday. The food is abun- 
dant and well prepared. The inmates are comfortably clad ; but they have 
no appliances for bathing. The institution is capable of accommodating 
about 125 persons. The buildings are not constructed so as to afford a 
proper separation of the sexes. ^ 

Preaching is had gratuitously every Sabbath, and Bibles are furnished 
the inmates. There is no school in the house for the instruction of the 
children. . 

The buildings which have been provided for the. poor of this county are 
very badly adapted to the purposes for which they were intended. While 
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I am free to admit that some portions of the house in cleanliness will bear 
a favorable comparison with many others I have visited, candor compels 
met to say that, as upmost of these iastitutipns, there is not sufficient con- 
sideration given to the treatment and comfort of the insane. Better pro- 
vision should be made to admit this unfortunate class to the enjoyment of 
more exercise and a purer atmosphere. They cannot be improved by con- 
tinued confinement in close apartments, and under the restraint of bolts 
and chains. Some of these inmates have been kept for years in this deplo- 
rable condition. It is amazing to notice with what difficulty some minds 
abandon the long exploded idea of treating the insane as dangerous crimi- 
nals ; instead of promptly accepting the views now so prevalent among 
those who are best informed upon the subject., that kind treatment, fresh 
air, and varied recreation and amusement are the best restoratives of rea- 
son. I hope. the authorities of this county will soon awake to a sense of 
their duty towards this helpless class of her suffering poor. 

ALLEGHENY COUNTY HOMB. 
[Visited October 21, 1870.] 

The location of this institution is about seven miles from the city of 
Pittsburg, in the township of Upper St. Clair, on the railroad now in course 
of construction from Mansfield to the borough of Washington, Washing- 
ton county. The farm contains 205 acres, and cost $90 per acre. It was 
bought in 1853, and the buildings were erected in the same year* at a cost of 
$23,255. It was first occupied September 18, 1854. The main house is ad- 
vantageously situated on ground gently rising from Chartiers creek, with a 
beautiful lawn in front, laid out in beautiful walks, and planted with orna- 
mental trees and shrubbery. 

The buildings are constructed of brick, two stories hisjh, and 176 feet 
front and 196 deep, including an open passage between the back part of 
the main building and the insane hospital, which is denominated the "coal 
road," 

The structure consists of a centre building, forty-eight feet front and 
thirty-eight feet deep, with two lateral wings extending from the rear of 
the centre building. These wings are thirty-eight feet wide, and extend 
each way a sufficient distance to give the front the length above mentioned. 
The dining room, for the accommodation of the inmates, extends directly 
backwards in the rear of the centre building, communicating with the main 
hall, and is twenty-three by seventy feet. Two other wings are constructed, 
which extend from the rear of the dining room, of the same length as and 
parallel with the front wings, ,but not so wide. These wings have each a 
hall running longitudinally along the side, instead of the centre, with rooms 
on one side of the passage. A large and convenient kitchen occupies the 
centre of these wings immediately in the rear of and adjoining the dining 
room, from which it is conveniently accessible. As in the front wings, the 
men occupy the south end and the females the north end of the building. 
A stairway is erected in each end of both the front and back wings. There 
is a court on the north and one on the south side of the building, formed by 
the walls of the front and back wings and the dining' room. The latter ac- 
commodates the men, the former the women. 

The officers of the institution have very kindly furnished me with a plan 
of the building, which I consider one of the best in the State. It may be 
consulted with advantage by any one who has a desire to inform himself 
upon this sutyect. 
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The institution is capable of accommodating, without inconvenience! 225 
hrtnatefc. , 4 

The first story of the main building contains Y tftoms in each wing in 
front. The men occupy the southern wing, and the females the northern. 
On the south side there is a bath rootn, apothecary shop, store room, a large 
sitting room and four sleeping rooms. The sitting room is warmed by two 
coal grates. The bath room is provided with hot and cold water. The 
north wing has a large room at one end, a nursery and four dormitories. 
Ventilators are placed near the ceiling in both ends of this story. 

In the second story, in both the male and female ends, are hospitals over 
the large rooms mentioned above. On the women's side the large room is 
divided into two, making eight rooms in their department on this story. 
The centre building is occupied by the family of the superintendent. In 
the second story of this building there is a sewing room, store room for the 
children's clothing, a lodging room, for the teacher and a lying-in depart- 
ment. The building is warmed by steam, which is carried by pipes into all 
the halls and most of the rooms. Half the house is warmed by Gould's 
patent. Water is provided from springs collected into a reservoir, at an 
elevation of 20 feet above the house, the water being carried by pipes to 
the institution. The house is not provided with, water-closets; and the 
ventilation is procured through the doors and windows, 

The insane department consists of a one story brick house, standing in 
the rear of the main building, with a hall running along one side the entire 
length. Eight rooms, with wooden doors, open into the hall. They are 
furnished with comfortable beds, and present a neat and clean appearance. 
They are not occupied by the insane. This class of inmates is almost en- 
tirely kept in Dixmont. These rooms are at present used as dormitories 
for the boys. The building is covered with slate. 

At the time of my visit the institution contained 160 inmates— 103 males 
and 57 females. There were 36 children under 12 years of age — 23 boys 
and 13 girls. Six of the inmates are insane— three of each sex; jl are 
idiotic — 5 males and 6 females 5 3 are deaf and dumb, and 2 blind. Dr. D. 
Donaldson, who Is the attending physician, says those here mentioned as 
idiotic and insane, "we and the law consider moral, responsible beings." 

James M.M'Elroy acts as steward, and he seems well qualified for his 
duties. He has had several years' experience, and receives $1,200 per an- 
num fbr his services. Miss Jordan, who is the 'matron, receives $500; and 
Miss Hays, as teacher, $350 ; a farmer gets $600; and all the rest of the 
work, 'both in the house and on the farm, is performed by the inmates. Dr, 
Donaldson, the physician, is paid $400 per annum. He visits twice a week 
and answers calls at all times. During his attendance, the average number 
of visits per month has been twelve. He resides about two miles from the 
house. Six children have been born in the house since April!,' 1 870. The 
average number of births has been about, ten a year. A chaplain is em- 
ployed at a salary of $150 per year. He is a clergyman in the neighbor- 
hood, and preaches twice a month in the institution. 

The Cost of supporting the inmates during last year, (1869.) amounted 
to $1 57, for each, per week, beside tbe support derived from the products 
of the farm; 

A very good school is maintained in the house ; and on the day of my 
visit twenty-four children were in attendance. It is under the charge of an 
excellent female teacher ; and the pupils seem to "be progressing satisfac- 
torily. 

This is one of the best institutions of the kind in the State. Everything 
about it •gives evidence of good management. The bedsteads are mostly 
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iron; the bedding and rooms are clean and neat; and the food sutptpn- 
tial and nutritious. The matron evidently fully performs her duty ; and 
the authorities who control. the financial affairs are men of intelligence and 
generous impulses. It was with much regret that I learned that R. H. 
Davis, who has for a long time been connected with the board, and who has 
had charge of the institution* declined a re-election. Much of the success 
of this house is owing to his vigilance and energy. No one could have la- 
bored more earnestly in the performance of his duties than Mr. D. If all 
our public officers connected with similar institutions were governed by the 
same disinterested motives and zeal in providing for the unfortunate poor, 
our almshouses would present a spectacle far more gratifying than they do. 

AUiSQHENY CITY POOR HOUSE. 
[ Visited October 20, 187Q. J 

The poor house for Allegheny city is situated about thifee miles above 
the city, on the right bank of tne Allegheny river, in the borough of Mill- 
vale. The farm originally contained one hundred and sixty-four acres, but 
portions have been sold off, until there now remain only sixty acres. The 
proceeds of these sales had been invested in securities at interest, with a 
view to the purchase of another property for the accommodation of the 
poor, when it is proposed to sell the balance of the old farm — which is be- 
coming too valuable for its present use. The whole amount of land, when 
first purchased, cost $11,800. The buildings, which were erected in 1844*, 
cost |lT,000. The main structure is a parallelogram, composed of brick, 
painted, covering an area of one hundred by forty feet — three stories high, 
with a staircase in the centre, and in the south end of the building. Two 
halls, crossing in the centre of the building on the first floor, afford access to 
the centre staircase, and to the rooms in either end of the building. 

The first story of this building lias a hall eight feet wide. The north end 
contains six rooms, with transoms over all the doors. The women occupy 
this end of the building. On one side of the hall is a kitchen and dining room 
for the family, and in this end are a parlor, a sitting room and a bed room- 
all occupied by the superintendent and his family. In the south end, on this 
floor, is the office and a dining room for the inmates. The two departments 
of the building are separated by a door. On the second floor there is also 
a door which separates the two ends of the building. The north end con- 
tains six dormitories— with two and three beds in each. The south end 
contains six rooms — one occupied as a shoemaker's shop, and another as a 
store room — the other four being used as dormitories. On the third floor 
there are six dormitories in the south end, and in the north end>five dormi- 
tories and a store room. 

The insane department stands in the rear of the main building, and is a 
brick structure two stories high. It is 150 feet Ipng and 29 ieet deep ; 
with an addition, 84 feet front and 45 feet deep. It is provided with bath- 
ing appliances and water-closets. It contains a heater on the first story, 
in one end of the building, which warms a part of the house. This part is 
also provided with a kitchen, a dining room, and a room for the female 
attendant, who has charge of the insane. The other end of the building 
is warmed by two large stoves. On the second story there are eight rooms 
in the north end, seven of which are occupied by insane females. One 
room was occupied by two sisters, both of whom were insane. A bath room 
and a water-closet are on this story for the use of the inmates in this part of 
the building. Five rooms in the north end of this building, and seven in 
the south end, are occupied by the males. One dark cell in the north end 
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is used for refractory females* A similar room is also provided on the male 
side, for the accommodation of refractory males. A hall runs along in 
front of the rooms occupied by the insane, which, together with the rooms, 
is provided with good sized grated iron doors. The doors are wood, with 
a small hole for ventilation, or the introduction of food and other articles 
to the occupants, which can be closed at pleasure. The cells are lined with 
wood. There is a water-closet on the men's side. The furniture of their 
rooms is rather deficient. Bunks are provided instead of bedsteads. The 
provisions for the cronic insane, for there are no acute cases here, can not be 
regarded as satisfactory. I understand, however, that it is the intention 
of the authorities to make better arrangements for all the poor, who are 
obliged to receive the bounty of the city in this way. A new location, as 
well as a new building, might be secured, which would reflect more credit 
upon the kind-hearted charity, which in other benevolent efforts has distin- 
guished the people of Allegheny city. This city embraces within its limits 
several charitable institutions, whiqh are sustained by generosity, and man- 
aged with great prudence and success. And I cannot entertain a doubt, 
but that these philanthropic people will soon relieve themselves of the 
odium which attaches to their poor house. Duty requires me to say that 
no fault lies with the steward, Mr. D. T. Johnston. He seems to be ani- 
mated by warm feelings of sympathy for those committed to his care, and 
uses his best efforts to make his charges comfortable and happy. What is 
really wanted, is better house accommodations. 

On the occasion of my visit the house contained 99 inmates — 43 males, 
and 56 females. Of these, 27 were insane — 5 males and 22 females, only 
two of whom were under restraint, both females, who were locked in their 
rooms. Occasionally the strait-jaoket is used as a means of restraint. Six 
inmates were idiotic, three of each sex. Two were blind, one colored female, 
and one white male. There was one deaf mute, a female. There were five 
children under 16 years of age— one male, and four females. Twelve or 
fifteen insane were sent to Dixmont from this institution. 

The superintendent receives $800 per annum. A female is employed to 
take care of the insane, who receives $25 per month. A baker receives $25 
per month. A gardener, $400 per annum, and a cook, $2 per week. All the 
rest of the work in the house is done by the inmates ; all the work per- 
formed on the farm is done by the gardener and the inmates. The physician 
receives $400, and visits twice a week. 

For the last four months no regular religious services have been, held in 
the house. During the two preceding years, preaching was had every Sab- 
bath, in German and English, alternately, and sometimes on other days of 
the week. No secular or Sunday school is provided. 

The food consists of the ordinary Tare of these institutions. It is healthy, 
and abundantly provided. 

The cost of supporting each inmate during the last year (1369) was 
$1- 91 per week. 

The house is supplied with water from a spring, which runs into the sec- 
ond story through pipes. 

CITY FARM FOB MTTSBTJRG. 
[Visited October 19, 1870.] 

This institution occupies a beautiful site on the left bank of the Monon- 
gahela river, about eight miles from the city of Pittsburg. The farm con- 
tains 149 acres, all of which, except about 14 acres, is under a good state 
of cultivation. It cost $14,900. The house was built in 1851 — a substan- 
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tial brick building, standing upon a rising piece of ground, fronting the 
river, with a beautiful lawn in front, which is tastefully ornamented with 
walks, trees and shrubbery. Everything about the premises presents the 
appearance of taste and comfort. The house is 230 feet long, consisting of 
a centre building 46 feet front, and two lateral wings, each 92 feet, and 48 
feet deep. A building runs back from the centre 93 fedt, 60 feet wide. The 
centre building is three and a half stories high ; the wings and back build- 
ing are three stories, all covered with slate. The halls in the main building 
are 8 feet wide. There are three stairways— oiie in the centre building, 
and one in each wing. This is a good arrangement, as it not only provides 
for a better separation of the sexes, but gives greater facility for escape in 
case of fire. Th6 cost of the building was about $42,000* The real estate 
is estimated at $150,000, and the personal property at $5,000. 

The basement of the main building is occupied, principally, as a cellar, 
and is in a good state of cleanliness, everything appearing in order. Every 
story of this building is traversed by a longitudinal hall, with rooms on 
each side. A hall in the centre building connects with one running length- 
wise with the building, affording two rooms on each side, and giving ample 
room for the centre stair case, which is commodious and of easy ascent. 
The west wing of this building, on the first floor, is provided with a kitchen 
and dining room for the steward and- family, an apothecary shop, a s'tting 
room, a bath room and two bed rooms which are ocoupied by male inmates. 
The east end of the same story has a store room, corresponding to the din- 
ing room in the other end. Corresponding to the kitchen is a room for 
dried fruits, flour, &c. This end, which is occupied by the females, con- 
tains a schoolroom, a sitting room, a bath room and two bed rooms. The 
second story contains seven dormitories in each end of the building — the 
east end being occupied by the females and the west end by the males. 
There are transoms over all the doors in every story. In the third story 
the same arrangement with regard to the sexes is observed. In the west 
end are three rooms which are used as infirmaries, and two others used as 
dormitories. One room is used as a dining room for those who are in the 
infirmaries. The east end of this story, which contains the females, is oc- 
cupied by those of the sex who are insane. 

The back building on the first floor is ocoupied as a dining room, where 
the inmates of both sexes dine together. On the second floor is a dining 
room for the accommodation of those who cannot, through infirmity or 
other cause, go down stairs for their meals. The third story is occupied 
by the women, as nurseries for lying-in and for children. The kitchen where 
the cooking is done for the inmates is in the back end of this building, ad- 
joining the dining room. There is also a staircase in this end of the build- 
ing, giving access to the different stories. A hall runs through the centre 
of this building, in the second and third stories, with rooms on each side. 
The laundry and bakery are in a brick house in the rear of the back 
building. 

The sexes are designed to be entirely separated night and day. With 
this view a partition door is constructed on each side of the centre build- 
ing, dividing the two wings in each story. The staircases in the wings are 
enclosed by lattice work where they enter each stpry, so as to prevent the 
inmates passing from one story to another. 

The building is warmed by grates in all the rooms. Water, which runs 
through all parts of the institution by means of pipes, is supplied from a 
spring, the water of which is collected into a reservoir about one mile from 
the house. The water-closets are all outside of the house. Baths are in 
each wing of the building. One wing has hot and cold water on the first 
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story, and the other wing has this convenience on the second story. The 
inmates are required to bathe once or twice a week, and especially those 
who are careless of their persons.* All the beds are single ; and the bed- 
steads are iron. The furniture of the sleeping rooms is good, and the 
cleanliness and order are commendable. 

At the tune of my visit the institution contained 166 inmates — 80 males 
and 86 females* There were 14 children under sixteen years of age ; 59 
inmates were insane — 22 males and 37 females — all chronic cases;' 15 were 
idiotic-r-6. males and 9 females; two were blinds-one of each sex. There 
was one deaf mute, a male. None of the insane were under restraint, and 
no restraint is ever used in the institution for, this class of inmates, exce.pt 
locking them up in their arooms. A school is kept in the house, containing 
at this time seven children, who are under the care of ^ m#le teacher, re- 
ceiving $15 per month $nd boarcl J[or his services. 

The dietary regulations of tbe institution are satisfactory. For break* , 
fast the inmates receive good bread, coffee or tea and molasses ; at dinner 
they are furnished with meat, vegetables, soup and bread* Once a week . 
they get pot-pie, made of veal or some olfher fresh meat, and sometimes 
milk. Supper is very similar to breakfast. All get meat at dinner, and 
those who work on the farm are allowed it twice a day. 

The superintendent, W. D. Patterson, has been four years connected with 
the institution in this capacity, having also had a large experience formerly ? 
as superintendent of the Allegheny County home. He is certainly one of 
the best officers/ 1 have met with, and is peculiarly qualified for the respon- 
sible duties the situation imposes ; and his excellent wife, who acts as ma- 
tron, is also well suited for her position. I found the hous^ every wher,e in 
a good condition, so far as the management of its superintendent was con* 
cerned. He receives $1,500 annually for his services, and no other hjred 
labor in the house is provided by the city. A fanner is paid $450 annually 1 
with buard. He superintends* the farming operations. No other labor is 
hired on the farm ; all the work is done by the inmates. The clothing and 
shoes are nearly all made in the house. Some of the stockings are made 
by the inmates and some are purchased. An insane Englishman makep 
and mends nearly all the shoes. He has been 27 years in Hie country and 
is an excellent workman. ' ]" 

Preaching is had in the home every Sabbath, and the inmates are fur- . 
nished with Bibles. 

The institution, which is for the accommodation and support of the poor 
of the city of Pittsburg, is controlled by twelve guardians of the poor, all 
of whom arp elected by the city cpuncils. ^They serve for three years, foi^ 
going out^ every year. . *f wo are appointed annually by the select and two 
by the common council. They receive no pay, but Have the appointment 
of the, superintendent and other officers of the institution. A physician 
resides in a house on the premises,, free of rent, and visits every day, receiv- 
ing for his services $800 per annum. 

The cost of keeping each inmate last year was $1 94 per w?ek, anci over 
$8,000 were paid for out-door relief. Occasionally vagrants are lpdged at 
night, averaging about 100 per year. 

The house is capable of accommodating about 300 persons. The highest • 
number ever in the institution at one time was 240 v A fine vegetable gar- 
den is cultivated on each side of the building. 

There is no classification of the insane. Several sleep in the same room, 
and they associate promiscuously through the day. The sexes, however, 
are kept entirely separate. 

With a better system of ventilation, a better method of warming, the in- 
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traduction of water-closet* and a judicious classification of the insane, this 
institution can be made one of the best in the State. All these improve- 
ments can be introduced at a reasonable cost to the city, and I feel justified 
in making these suggestions to the liberal-minded citizens of the city of 
Pittsburg. 

B^AVSE COUNTY ALMSHOUSE 
[Visited October 18> 1870.] 

This institution is situated about three miles below the borough of Bea- 
ver, on the left bank of the Ohio river. The farm contains 160 acres, about 
75 of which are under cultivation. There is an old building, a frame struc- 
ture, two stories high, which was erected about thirteen years ago, and 
which now constitutes the wing of a new building in course of completion. 
The new house is of brick, and fronts the river. It is 100 feet long and 
44 feet wide, is two stories high, excluding the basement and attic The 
lower story of the wing is used for a kitchen and dining room. The second 
story contains a bath-room for each sex and six sleeping chambers. This 
building is wanned by stoves and grates, and is not to be heated with air 
furnaces, as is intended in the new building, when completed. The attic is 
divided into three rooi*|, used as dormitories. The new edifice has a hall 
running lengthwise through it, and will be provided with a bath-room in 
the second story, and water can be pumped into a cistern of sufficient ca- 
pacity to supply the demands for bathing purposes. Hot water will also 
be provided for bathing. The water wiH. be supplied from wells and a cis- 
tern. The building wfll be heated by air furnaces. I shall not attempt, at 
present, to give a full account of the plan of this building. All the ar- 
rangements have not yet been fhlly settled upon. The steward being ab- 
sent, I was obliged to depend upon his wife, and a mechanic employed on 
the building, for my information. I learned sufficient, however, to induce 
me to believe that there is here the basis of a good institution, if the pro- 
per conveniences and improved plans are adopted and carried into effect. 
The building will be completed for occupancy sometime in the coming 
spring. 

The institution contains, at this date, 45 inmates — 18 males and 2T fe- 
males, including two children under 16 years of age, one of each sex, and 
two white insane females. Twenty-one were idiotic — 13* females and 8 
males. Four were blind — 1 female and 3 males. There were four deaf 
mutes — 1 male and 3 females. There were 15 insane in Dixmont and 2 in 
Harrisburg, sent from this institution. 

William Shroads, the steward, receives a salary of $550. Two hands 
are employed on the farm, one at $20 per month and the other at $24. 
Three inmates perform a little work on the farm. Two women are hired in 
the house, at $2 50 per week, each. There are no religious services, and 
there is no school in the house. The food is good and in abundance. The 
inmates do most of the cooking, scrubbing, washing, and other general 
housework. The shoes are all bought. 

There is a brick building, in addition to that already spoken of, which is 
occupied by the steward and his family. It is a comfortable residence, two 
and a half stories high. Another small frame house is occupied, tempo- 
rarily, by the males, who, when the new edifice is completed, will be removed 
from their present quarters. 
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BEDFORD COUNTT ALM0&OUBB. 
[Visited September 1, 1870.] 

This institution is located near the eastern border of the town of Bed- 
ford, about one mile from the court house. The farm contains 625 acres, 
only forty of which are adapted to farming purposes, all the rest being 
mountainous. There are two buildings ; one is a brick structure, erected 
in 1832, and occupied by the steward and his family, with a few old and 
infirm inmates* A dining room for the inmates is included, in this build* 
ing. The farm and buildings cost $12,500, exclusive of the dining room, 
and the additions and repairs to the old distillery, which constitutes the 
other house. The size of the brick building is 27 feet front by 33 feet deep. 
An addition has been erected in the rear of this building and attached 
thereto, 30 feet deep and 18 feet wide, which is used as a dining room and 
kitchen. All are two stories high* 

The other building, formerly used as a distillery, situated a short dis- 
tance from the first, constitutes the principal lodging apartment for the 
inmates. It has been remodelled and enlarged, and is constructed of stone, 
brick and frame-work. It is in a miserable condition- — totally unfit for the 
residence of human beings. The floors, plastering and roof are all in a 
state of dilapidation and decay. It is two stories high, and is 05 feet long 
and 27 feet wide. There can be no classification of inmates here. No pro- 
vision is made for the insane ; and no satisfactory separation of the sexes 
is provided for. The same dining room is used by both sexes. The males 
take their meals first, and then the females. The infirm, the sick and in- 
sane have their meals carried to their rooms. 

At the date of my visit the house contained 69 inmates — 37 males and 32 
females. Of these 4 ^ere colored — 2 males and two females ; 7 were chil- 
dren, one of whom was colored ; 25 were insane — 11 males and 14 females, 
all white, and all chronic chses. None were confined in their rooms, but 
one female was in the yard with hopples on her ankles, to prevent her from 
escaping. There were at this time six insane persons from this institution 
in the State Lunatic hospital, at Harrisburg. There is one idiot. The 
last birth which took place in the house was in March, 1868. 

The diet of the inmates consists of meat or fish three times a day ; tea 
or coffee twice a day ; vegetables in abundanee ; milk at dinner, and wheat 
bread three times a day. Butter is given to those who do not eat meat. 

Bibles are given to all those who desire them ; but no other kind of read- 
ing matter is furnished by the county. No religious services are performed 
in the house, except in cases of sickness. Those who are able and wish to 
go to church, do so, as the institution is near the town. No school is kept 
in the house,, and the children are bound out as soon as they are large 
enough. If any remain who are of sufficient age, they are sent to the public 
school. 

A physician attends every other day, and as much oftener as necessary, 
for which he receives a salary of $100. The steward receives $500 per an- 
num, and his wife, who performs the duty of matron, $50. No other wages 
are paid by the county. The steward hires a man to work on the farm, but 
pays him from his own pocket. All the rest of the work done on the farm, 
and in the house, is performed by the paupers, except shoemaking. The 
steward's family makes the clothing, assisted only by the inmates. The di- 
rectors receive each two dollars per day. The clerk gets a salary of $120f 
per annum ; the attorney, $60 ; and the treasurer, $125. The cost of keep- 
ing each inmate per week is about $1 75. For out-door relief last year 
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$1,267 66 we%e paid, and to the insane asylum $718 66, for keeping such 
cases as were sent there from the county. 

A grist mill belongs to the property, located close by the institution, and 
is in full operation. T 

Commissioners have been appointed by the court, under an act of the 
' Legislature, to purchase a farm and erect new buildings. They have dis- 
cretionary power to purchase land for a new site, or erect new buildings on 
the present property. As yet they have taken no definite action, but one 
of the commissioners, as well as many others with whom I had interviews, 
seemed to be deeply impressed with the necessity of making the proposed 
improvement at an early day. I hope the generous and kind hearted citi- 
zens of Bedford county will not longer permit the reproach of negligence 
xo her poor to detract from her good name. 

BERKS OOUNTT ALMSHOUSE. 
[Visited April 15, 1870, accompanied by Mr. H. Clymer.] 

This institution is very eligibly located, about three miles from the Qity 
of Reading, on the Lancaster turnpike. There are five principal buildings, 
and a number of smaller ones used for minor purposes. There is attached, 
a farm of five hundred and fifty acres, under a high state of cultivation- 
one of the very best farms, indeed, in this State, set apart exclusively for 
the support of the poor. 

The institution, altogether, contains sixty sleeping rooms of various sizes. 
Twenty is the greatest number of persons sleeping in one room, and two 
the smallest — making the average number in a room about eight. The 
largest dormitory is twenty-nine feet long, eighteen feet wide, and eight 
feet six inches high — with five windows. The room in which the smallest 
number sleep, is twelve feet long, eight feet six inches wide, and ten feet 
six inches higli — with one window. • 

The main building was erected in 1824, when the poor house was first 
established for the county. Previous to that time the township system 
prevailed. The male hospital, and the male and female departments for 
the insane, were erected in 1831 — and the female hospital in 1832. 

The directors of the poor in this county are elected under an act of 
Assembly, for three years — the term of one expiring every year. A steward 
is appointed by this board, who receives $850 per annum ; an assistant 
steward is employed at $500 ; a clerk at $350, and two physicians— one re- 
siding in Beading, and the other in the country — who receive a salary of 
$150 each, giving their attendance each three months, alternately. The 
physician visits the institution twice a week, and oftener if required. An 
engineer is employed at $65 per month ; a baker at $400 per annum ; two 
teamsters, at $25 each, per month, and a blacksmith, with a house and 
board, at $1 per day, or, if he finds himself, at $1 50 per day. A gardener 
is hired at $25 per month, with a house and board. The labor not attended 
to by the employees, above recited, is performed by the inmates. 

At the date of my visit the institution contained about three hundred 
paupers. Th&se inmates have no bathing appliances. The buildings are 
supplied with an abundance of good spring water from the South mountain, 
whence it is carried in pipes. , 

There is a school here for children, the pupils in which number about 
25, under the instruction of a paid female teacher. The buildings are old* 
but in a reasonable state of repair. They embrace many of the conve- 
niences which are necessary for such an institution, being provided, with an 
ice-house, a meat-shop and a smoke-house, and buildings adapted to laundry 
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and cooking purposes. A large number of cows are kept, and there is a 
good vault in the yard for the preservation of milk. All the cattle neces- 
sary for the institution are fattened on the farm, and from 80 to 90 are 
killed annually. About one-half of all the wheat required for bread is 
raised on the farm. During the last year only 24 hogs were purchased ; all 
the rest of the pork being raised at the institution. All the vegetables con- 
sumed grow on the lands attached. From 12 to 18 barrels of flour are re- 
quired per week, and once a week pies, sufficient to supply all the inmates, 
are made. At breakfast and supper the fare is bread, molasses and coffee, 
and occasionally meat. At dinner soup prepared from meat, from potatoes 
and other vegetables. All who work are allowed meat at each meal. The 
clothing is comfortable and seasonable. Four rooms are heated from the 
range. The lunatic department is warmed by steam from the boiler of 
the engine, and the hospital by stoves. 

The inmates manufacture shoes and clothes, but not in sufficient quantity 
to supply the institution. The laundry work, as well as the cooking, is 
done by the paupers, but a special compensation is given them for these 
services. The cooking is done by steam. The nursing is all done by 
the paupers. 

A new wash house was built in 1858, when steam was first introduced 
into the institution. The old building, which had been used for washing, 
was then re-modelled and fitted up for the insane females, and it is warmed 
by steam from the laundry engine. The first male hospital was built in 
1837, and an addition was made to it in 1858. The female hospital was 
built in 1843. Both of these buildings are two stories high, not including 
the basement. 

The basement of the male hospital is used for the insane males. This 
department is the most objectionable portion of the building, being entirely 
unsuited for the purpose to which it is assigned. It affords me great plea- 
sure to announce that the authorities have it in contemplation to erect en- 
tirely new buildings for the accommodation of all classes of the inmates, 
to connect therewith a house of correction for juvenile offenders, ancl to 
make special provision for vagrants, obviating the necessity of accommo- 
dating them in the departments occupied by the regular inmates of the in- 
stitution. The plans proposed, in connection with these changes, prepared 
by Mr. E. Havilland, were submitted to me, and I feel assured, when car- 
ried out, they will reflect credit upon the county. Two successive grand 
juries have recommended these changes, which have been approved by the 
court and the commissioners of the county. . , 

BLAIR COUNTY ALMSHOUSE. 
[Vifiited^ugust 1,1870.] 

The Blair county poor house is situated about one and a half miles from 
Hollidaysburg, the county seat. The farm contains 262 acres of good land, 
with a thriving young orchard in the vicinity of the buildings, and is esti- 
mated to be worth $26,000. The edifice is of brick; erected in 1849, at a 
cost of $7,000, and its value is now estimated at $14,000. It stands on a 
piece of ground sloping towards the south, which it fronts. It has a cen- 
tre building, 55 feet front and 80 feet deep,* with two wings, each atyout 28 
feet long and 40 feet wide. A ball extends the entire length of the build* 
ing. The women occupy one end and the men the other end of the house. 
The hall has no door to separate the sexes. In the basement of the back 
part of the centre building are the kitchen and bakery. In a small frame 
building near by is the laundry. The steward and his family reside in the 
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west end of the building. The general arrangement of the house is better 
than that in most other institutions of this kind. It lacks, however, in ven- 
tilation and heating, having only stoves for the latter, and no provision for 
the former, except the windows. It is supplied with water from wells and 

cisterns. There are no water-closets in the building, which is drained by a 
pipe through the cellar, which empties into the garden. The personal pro- 
perty is estimated at $3,000. 

The institution has capacity for the accommodation of 150 inmates. At 
the time of my visit it contained 38. Of these, 19 were males, 16 females 
and 3 children. There is no particular classification, which we fiad is gen- 
erally the case in this class of institutions. The sexes are separated only 
at night time. The inmates have straw beds, with covering to suit the dif- 
ferent seasons of the year. Their food is abundant and wholesome. There 
is no infirmary attached to the institution, but the sick are treated in their 
sleeping apartments. A physician is employed to attend once a week, and 
as much oftener as necessary, at a salary of $150 per annum. Another 
physician is employed to attend the poor in the city of Altoona, at $50 per 
year. During the year 1869 eleven deaths occurred in the house, and nine 
children were born. The steward supposes the yearly average of inmates 
during the last ten years to have been about seventy : and that nine out of 
every ten cases of pauperism are the result of intemperance. 

The inmates are provided with Bibles, but no religious services are held 
in the house. The children attend the public school, and on Sunday go to 
a Sabbath school in the neighborhood. 

$9,600 were drawn from the county treasury for the support of the house 
during the last year. The steward receives $500 per annum ; $600 were 
paid lor labor on the farm, and the pauper labor is estimated to have been 
worth $100. In the house the work is performed by the female inmates, 
who make the clothing and do the washing and cooking. There are two 
rooms for the accommodation of the insane, now occupied by three persons ; 
all chronic cases. There was one woman in the basement, entirely nude, 
with straw for her bed. Her room was clean. One side of it, however, 
was formed of wooden slats, for ventilation, while the adjoining room, I 
was told, was used for vagrants, which must have been very annoying to 
the woman. Four cases of insanity from this county are in the State hos- 
pital, at Harrisburg. One of the insane is occasionally occupied in scrub- 
bing. All the nursing is performed by paupers. The only restraint used 
upon the insane is confinement to their rooms. I noticed two male idiots, 
of middle age, and an old man, blind. 

This house presents, for the most part, a creditable condition. The apart- 
ments are kept in a proper state of cleanliness, and the steward seems to 
be governed by feelings of humanity, striving to do all he can to discharge 
the public trust committed to his care with conscientious fidelity. 

BUCKS COUNTY ALMSHOUSE. 
[Visited May 14, 1870, accompanied by Mr. Harrison.] 

The farm which is appropriated to the support of the poor of this coun- 
ty contains about 360 acres of fertile land. The buildings, which are con- 
structed of stone, stand on the west side of the turnpike leading from Phila- 
delphia to Doylestown, and about two and a-half miles from the latter 
place ; the ground upon which it is situated decending gently towards the 
road. 

The old building includes an area of 110 by 44 feet, and was erected in 
1809. It Is two stories high, beside the basement and attic. The first 
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story is occupied by the steward and his family, with a kitchen, where the 
cooking is done for the sick and the steward's family. The men's sitting 
room is on this floor. The main kitchen is in the basement, where all the 
cooking is done, except as above stated. The men's dining room is also 
in this part of the Louse. A close stair-case, in the female end of the house, 
is the only way of access to the upper story for both sexes. The second 
story contains the women's sitting room, their working room and dormi- 
tories. The men occupy the first story, but lodge in the attic ; passing 
through the female department to reach their sleeping chambers. 

The building is warmed entirely by stoves. There are no water-closets 
in the house, and no provision is made for bathing the inmates. Every 
offal must be carried out and emptied into an open gutter, a short dlstanoe 
from the building. There is a water tank in the basement^ and one in the 
first story, for supplying this part of the building, but to every other part 
of the house the water must be carried by hand. 

This building is very inconveniently arranged and very much out of re- 
pair. And yet, under the good management of the steward and his wife, 
it is kept in a clean condition. The apartments are crowded, being occu- 
pied by those paupers who are able to work, and such other persons as 
have but a short residence in the institution. Two insane paupers still 
remain in this building, on account of their reluctance to be removed to 
the hospital recently erected for the accommodation of this class of persons. 
Several helpless and idiotic persons, for various reasons, are also still kept 
in this building. 

The new building, which is erected on a site north-east from the old 
house, and at a short distance from it, is a stone structure, covering an 
area of 120 by 44 feet, and is three and a-half stories high, exclusive of the 
basement. It was finished in 1869, and has been occupied by the inmates 
during the last six or seven weeks. 

A hall extends the entire length of the building in each story, which is 
lighted by a window in each end — with rooms on either side. All these 
rooms have transom lights over the doors. The south end of the fi?st 
story is occupied by old men, who are feeble and unable to care for them- 
selves. They were twenty-two in number at the time of my visit One old 
man, feeble in mind and body, and troubled with diarrhoea, was lying upon 
his back on a bed, where he was confined with ropes, with an opening in 
the bed to allow the discharges to pass from his bowels into a bucket below. 
The reason assigned for this extraordinary and cruel treatment was* that 
in no other way could he be prevented from soiling his cell, the clothing of 
his person and the bed. It is needless to make any comment upon this 
case. All that is necessary is to state the fact, when speaking to minds 
sufficiently enlightened with the humane ideas which distinguish the present 
age. 

-The second story of the same end of the building is appropriated to the 
insane males. Each of these rooms is provided with a water-closet, a 
register for the admission of warm air, and a ventilating flue near the ceil- 
ing. In this ward, an athletic white man, who has been several years an 
insane inmate of the institution, was confined in a room in a state of entire 
nakedness. There waS no furniture or bed in his cell. It was represented 
that he tore up his clothing, and that it was useless to make any further 
effort to keep his person from exposure. I think a little more perseverance 
and skill, on the part of those who have charge of him, would result 
favorably in this case. It is the experience of those who control our best 
institutions for the insane, that chronic cases are very rare, if they ever occur, 
in which the patient cannot be induced to wear his clothes. 
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In the north end of the building, on the game floor, is the ward for in- 
sane females. Each of these wards has three registers for the admission of 
warm air, and each cell one. The whole building is warmed by means of 
Andrews, Harrison & Co.'s heating apparatus placed in the basement. The 
cost was about $10,000. Bath rooms and water-closets are provided in each 
ward. This building is provided with eight water tanks in the attic, which 
are supplied with rain water from the roof. There are three wells, and a 
fourth is being dug. It is from these sources and a spring, the water of 
which is thrown up by a hydraulic ram, that the inmates are supplied with 
water. The tanks have a capacity sufficient for from nine to ten thousand 
gallons ; and when they are full they discharge the surplus water into a 
cistern, whence it can be pumped back into the tanks. In the basement, 
cells were being fitted up, intended, I was told, for the confinement of re- 
fractory cases of insanity. I do not, and I so stated, regard this provi- 
sion as either necessary or judicious. There is ample room for all such 
cases in the wards already assigned to the insane in other parts of the 
building, where they would not be exposed to the darkness and the damp 
and dismal condition of a cellar apartment, with an impure and unhealthy 
atmosphere- 

The old Rodman farm house is still standing near by ; formerly occupied 
by some of the sick inmates, and as a school. It is now abandoned, ex- 
cept as a place of storage. I also visited a small stone out-house, formerly 
occupied by the insane, known by the characteristic title of " pig stable." 
It was truly a horrible place in which to keep human beings ; and the aban- 
donment of it, for a commodious building, combining some of the modern 
improvements for the accommodation of the insane, manifests a better ap- 
preciation of the obligations which rest upon a community to provide for 
the indigent and dependent classes. 

There were in the house, January 1, 1869, 229, and from that time to 
January 1, 1870, there were admitted 1,283, making altogether 1,512, of 
whom 17 died in the house— 9 men, 5 women and three children ; one was 
bound out, and 1,236 went out to care for themselves, leaving 258 — 131 
men, £7 women and 40 children. 

The expense for maintenance, including the out-door poor, insurance on 
buildings and other expenditures connected with the furnishing of the new 
hospital, is $95, 94 per annum for each inmate-— $1 84£ per week. 

The directors of the poor receive $60 each, annually. The steward, 
Samuel Trumbower, was not at home upon the occasion of my visit, but I 
was conducted through the new hospital by Mr. Weidnian, the superin- 
tendent, and through the old almshouse by Mrs. Trumbower. Mr. Trum- 
bower has occupied the position of steward for seven years. He receives 
$600 for his services, and is assisted by his excellent wife, as matron, both 
of whom, I am inclined to think, are well qualified for their duties. Henry 
Weidman has been recently appointed to take charge of the hospital and 
the insane department. He has but little experience in the management of 
the insane, but I trust his intelligence, with a proper devotion to his pa- 
tients, will soon make him an efficient and humane officer in this place of 
labor and usefulness. He receives the small salary of $300 per annum for 
his services, which is entirely inadequate to procure an experienced officer 
in this department. 

A clerk receives $75 ; a treasurer, $135 ; the counsel, $100 ; the farmer, 
$300 ; a female teacher, $144 ; the baker, $240 ; a dairy maid, $156 ; Henry 
Puff and wife, for taking care of the hospital, $35 ; a blacksmith $60, and 
a wheelright $35 per annum. There are no hired nurses. A physician is 
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employed at a salary of $100 per annual, who visits the house twice a week, 
and at any other time be may be required. 

A sobool is kept in. the house, under the charge of a female teacher* . 

The absence of the steward prevented me from obtaining information 
upon some other points, which I otherwise should have noticed. 

CAMBRIA OOtJNTY ALMSHOUSE. 
[Visited Atigust 2, 1870.] 

This institution is located about one and a-half miles from Ebensburg r 
the county town. The farm contains 164 acres — 25 of which are in timber, 
and the rest under cultivation. It cost about $4,500, and is now estimated 
to be worth $7,000. The building is constructed of brick, and is 100 feet 
long and 40 feet wida It is two stories high, beside the basement. It was 
erected in 1857 ; and cost $11,000, but is now valued at $29,000* The per- 
sonal property is estimated at $3,000. It is warmed with stoves, and lighted 
with oil and candles ; ventilated by the windows and transoms over the 
doors ; and is furnished with water from a well, and a spring which is dry 
about three months in every year. All the water must be carried into the 
building. It has four drains, with separate exits in a lot some distance 
from the building. 

The basement contains 14 rooms, which are Occupied by the insane. The 
steward and his family occupy the south end of the fitst floor. On tha sec- 
ond floor of the same end is an ironing room* In the middle of the build* 
ing, on the second floor, is a door, made of wooden slats, to keep the sexes 
from associating— *the females occupying the north end, and the males 
the south. The kitchen for the inmates, which is also used as a dining 
room, is on the first floor of the back wing. The water-closets are out- 
side of the building — one for the males and one for the females — on oppo- 
site sides of the back wing. A yard on each -side of the building, enclosed 
by a picket-fence, is occupied, the one by the males, the other by the females 

The building has sufficient capacity for the accommodation of 300 in- 
mates. At the date of my visit it contained 38—26 males, and 12 fetgelea; 
5 children*— 3 boys and 2 girls* The sexes are separated at night, but not 
always in day time. The clothing for the men is purchased, but that which 
is worn by the females is made in the house. The beds are straw, with suffi- 
cient blankets and quilts to make those who oeoupy them comfortable. The 
inmates have meat twice evBry day in the week, except one. They are fur- 
nished with soup, vegetables and bread.* Infirmaries for the sick are pro- 
vided ; and a physician visits the bouse once a week, for which he receives 
a salary of $250 per annum, and $2 50 per visit for extra attendance. The 
farm is worked by the steward, and a hired man who receives $1 per day. 
Except during harvest time, all the rest of the work is performed by the 
paupers. The pauper labor on the farm is estimated at $200 per annum.; 
and that which is done in the house at $100* Some of the females assist 
in scrubbing* 

A priest frequently visits some* of the inmates, but there are no public 
religious services performed in the house* There are no Bibles, but the 
steward furnishes the paupers with such books or other reading matter as 
he may have in his possession. There is no Sunday or secular -school for 
the instruction of the children. 

During the last year $15,000 were expended, part of which was appro- 
priated to liquidate an old debt. Seven thousand dollars, besides the pro- 
ducts of the farm, went to the support of the house. The cost for sup- 
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porting each hamate- per 'week was $1 50; The steward receives $600 pel* 
annum. Two women are hired in the house, each at $1 50 per week. 

The only provision for 4he insane is in the basement. I most cordially 
concur with the steward in the opinion, that they are more poorly accom- 
modated than any other class of inmates in the institution, and the credit 
of the county requires much improvement in this direction* Humanity 
demands additional comforts for this class, The only kind of restraint 
used for this particular class of inmates is confinement to their rooms. 
There were ten cases of insanity at the time of my visit, one acute, a fe- 
male, and nine ehroaie, five males aad four females ; ail regarded as incura- 
ble. There were, at the same time, three female patients from this insti- 
tution in Dixmont. Three insane females died since June 1, 1870. The 
sexes of this olajse are kept entirely separate. 

There are two. idiots at present in the house— one a mulatto boy. Three 
of the inmates are blindmtwo men and one girl. . 

The house is generally in good order, and, with the exception of the in- 
sane, the inmatesf are. comfortably f provided, for. 

POOR HOUSE O* THE MUDM,* COAL FlfcfcD POOR DISTRICT. 
[Visited July 12, 1ST0.] 

This institution is located about 20 miles north of Mauch Chfttnk, a short 
distance from the Lehigh river,. in Lausanne /township, Carbon county. It 
accommodates parts of Carbon and Luzerne counties, so that it is not a 
county almshouse. The district emtaaces> Mauch Chunk borough, Bast 
Maach Chunk borough, Weaiherly borough, and Banks, Lausanne and 
Mauch Chunk townships,, in Carbon county, and Hazieton borough, and 
Hazel and Foster townships, in Luzerne county. The farm contains 340 
acres of land, 200 of which are under cultivation. The laud is of good 
quality for that section, of country, and cost originally $5,449 91. 

The house is a stone structure, two and a-balf stories high, besides the 
basement. It was erected in 1865, and includes an area of 100 by 40 feet, 
and coat $10,000. The barn cost $5,000. The institution is managed by 
three directors, one of whom is elected annually and serves for three years. 
Luzerne county chooses one, and Carbon county two 5 those only voting 
who reside within the bounds of the district above-mentioned. These di- 
rectors select the stjeward, who has charge of the farm, buildings and in- 
mates. The house is warmed at present with stoves* but it is the intention 
of the managers to introduce steam for this purpose. It is lighted with 
oil, but gas is to be used as soon as the necessary provision for its intro- 
duction can be made* 

The building faces to the north, with a portico in front It is provided 
with accommodations for the steward and his family, an apothecary shop, 
directors 7 room and store room. A hall runs lengthwise through each 
story. The sexes occupy different ends of the building, with a door sepa- 
rating the wings in each story. The two upper stories have transoms over 
the chamber doors. A stairway is constructed in each end of the building, 
so as to accommodate the sexes without passing through each other's apart- 
ment. 

There is a small frame building of ancient appearance, which is now occu- 
pied as an infirmary, but which will be abandoned for this purpose and the 
inmates transferred to a new house* which is being erected as an addition 
to the main building. ThiaadrfUtion is a stone structure, 60 by 40 feet, and 
is intended lor. the accommodation of the insane, and to meet the purposes 
of a hospital. The partitions will be brick, and the building heated by 



Digitized by 



Google 



250 BOARD OF PUBLIC CHARITIES. 

steam and lighted by gas. The whole work is under contract for the sum 
of $14,500, not including the heating apparatus, the estimated cost of which 
is $2,000. ' - . 

The house is in good condition. It is clean, and provided with com- 
fortable beds. The diet of the inmates,gives entire satisfaction. The stew - 
ard, David Petre, and his wife, who is the matron, seem to afford general 
satisfaction, and as far as I could form an opinion, they are competent for 
their positions. 

At the time of my visit (July 12, 1810) the house contained seventy- 
eight inmates — exactly the same number it had on the first of January 
previous — thirty-two males, nineteen females, and twenty-seven children 
under twelve years of age. 

There is a school in the house, containing «bout 28 children, which is 
kept open about ten months in the year. A female teacher is employed, ■ 
who receives $18 per month and board. The house is supplied with water 
from a reservoir—the pipes running through the building. The ventilation 
is very imperfect, but I learn that it is intended to make such alterations 
as will improve it. 

The directors receive annually $1 00 each ; the steward, $900 ; the secretary 
and treasurer, $350. The physician is employed at an annual salary of $2d0, 
for which he is required to attend the house ; for outside visits, be is paid 
about $1 50 extra. About one-half of the labor on the farm is performed 
by the paupers. In the house, shoemaking,. carpentering, tailoring, house 
work, cooking and washing are done by the inmates. Three teamsters are 
employed, at $26 per month, each, and two female cooks, at $2 per week, 
each. All the rest of the work is done by the paupers, except at harvest 
time. 

There are nine insane inmates, all chronic cases, but no classification is 
observed. There are also nine in the State hospital at Harrisburg* All 
the nurses are paupers. No restraint is exercised, except to lock refractory 
inmates in their rooms. No insane have been cured here, neither do they 
receive any special medical treatment*— but two in Harrisburg have been 
restored to reason, and discharged. The house contains one idiot — a white 
female. Pour inmates are blind — all old men. 

The steward states that the principal cause of pauperism in this district, 
is intemperance. 

CHESTEB COUNTY ALMSHOUSE. 
[Visited April 21, 1870, In company with Mr. Harrison.] 

This institution is located in the township of West Bradford, on a farm 
of 364 acres, about six miles west of the borough of West Chester. About 
340 acres are under a good state of cultivation. Part of this farm was 
purchased in the year 1799, at a cost of $15,000. About nine years since, 
an additional tract was bought, costing $6,250, making the total cost $21,- 
250. 

The present building, which was erected in 1855, is a substantial brick 
edifice, covered with slate, and is situated on ground gently sloping south- 
ward to the public road. The cost was $35,512 83. It covers an area of 140 
feet 7 inches long, by 53 feet wide. The main entrance is by a hall in the 
centre of the building, on each side of which is a room, one used as an 
office for the directors, and the other occupied by the superintendent and 
his family. The main building, including the wings, is three stories high. 
A hall 12 feet wide runs lengthwise through the building, from east to west. 
The main stair-case ascends from this hall. Two wings, one from each of 
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Che extreme ends of the main building, run back 56 feet deep and are 30 
feet wide, with a passage on the side of each wing next the yard, 8 feet 
wide. These wings, with the main building, enclose a yard on three sides, 
which being divided by a partition wall running back from the middle of 
the main building, affords the means of entire separation of the sexes. The 
management of the house is such that the sexes occupy different ends of the 
building, and with proper care there need be no association either by night 
or day. The passage in the main building is lighted by a window in each 
end. There are 12 rooms on the first floor of the main building ; and on 
the second and third, 16 rooms each. The first ftory is 12 ffeet, the second 
11 feet, and the third 10 feet high. In the wings, on the first floor, are two 
rooms and three small cells — one is used as a bath room, containing a shower 
bath, but is only supplied with cold water. The second and third stories 
of the wings have each three cells about 8 by 10 feet. Each of these rooms 
has a window, but no foul air flues — the only means of ventilation being 
by the windows and doors. The construction of the wings is the same in 
both. One is occupied by the males and the other by the females. The 
insane are kept in this part of the building. When they are out for exer- 
cise, they mingle promiscuously with the other inmates of their own sex. 
Transom lights are over all the doors in the second and third stories of the 
main building. 

In the yard appropriated to the men is a two story stone building, occu- 
pied by the colored males. In the women's yard is the wash house, and a 
three story brick building occupied by the colored women and children. 

The institution is supplied with water from a spring, at such elevation on the 
farm as to send the water to any part of the buildings. It is conducted, by 
iron pipes, to the yard, and thence to the third story by leaden pipes. The 
drainage was by means of brick sewers, until recently. Last year these 
sewers were taken up and re-placed by eight inch terra-cotta pipes. 

The personal property is estimated at $12,000. The house is provided 
with 95 double and 46 single beds, which will accomnwdate 236 inmates. 
I was informed by the superintendent that, during the winter months, there 
are frequently 400 in the house at a time. When this is the case there are 
not sufficient accommodations for them, and they suffer great inconvenience 
On this account. The main building is heated by coal stoves. The wings 
are partly heated by furnaces in the cellar and partly by stoves. No water- 
closets are provided in the building, every thing being carried out by hand, 
when, from sickness or infirmity, an inmate is unable to leave the house. 

There is preaching almost every Sabbath, by a neighboring clergyman, 
who renders his services gratuitously. Bibles are provided in every room. 
Within the last two years there has been a school in the house, taught by 
a female teacher, who is paid for her services. At the time of my visit the 
pupils numbered twenty-four. Last winter there were as high as forty-five. 
Since this school has been established the children have so much improved 
that no difficulty exists in procuring suitable places for them outside of the 
institution, and the teacher informed me their number was constantly de- 
creasing on this account. Formerly they were taught by a pauper, but re- 
ceived very little moral or intellectual culture. 

The inmates are abundantly supplied with substantial, healthful and well 
prepared food, and the house presented a fair appearance of cleanliness, 
not inferior to most of this class of institutions. 

The steward, who has charge of the farm, receives a salary of $500. He 
is assisted by two good hands, one of whom is paid $275 per annum and 
the other $240. Four paupers, who are weak-minded but able-bodied, make 
full hands on the farm. There is a limestone quarry in which the paupers 
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work during the winter. About 40,000 bushels were tak^n out last winter* 
The superintendent, who is a physician, receives a salary of $700. He has 
charge of the house and inmates, and performs all the duties of physician, 
as well as superintendent. Two cooks receive, each, $1 50 per week; a 
dairy maid $2 per week, and a baker $120 per annum. A cow-man gets 
$60, and a washer-woman $84 per annum. The rest of the labor on the 
farm and in the house, except the school teaching, is performed by the in- 
mates. 

There is no apartment in the house specially appropriated as a hospital. 
There are what are called "nurse rooms," and one is occupied by lying-in 
women. From the time the institution was established, until April 1, 1868, 
the medical attendance was procured by the appointment of one or more 
of the physicians in the neighborhood to visit the house once or twice a 
week, or oftener when necessary. The present superintendent and physi- 
cian gives it as the result of his experience, that eight-tenths of the pau- 
perism in this institution is occasioned by intemperance* 

The superintendent has informed me, since my visit, that the number in 
the house on the first day of June, 1810, was 189. The number of each 
sex is not given. Ten of these were insane ; two were acute cases and 
eight chronic. Six inmates were idiotic, three blind, three mute and one 
was deaf and mute. No special attendance is provided for any of these 
classes. 

This institution, which is under the direction of intelligent and kind 
hearted men, is defective in several particulars. None seem, however, to 
be more sensible Of this than the directors themselves, and I am glad to 
learn they have it in contemplation to introduce very decided improvements 
during the present year. 

In closing this brief account of the Chester county almshouse, one of 
the oldest institutions of this kind in the State, I may with propriety refer 
to some of the defects hinted at, and these observations are equally appli- 
cable to a large number of similar institutions which it has been my duty 
to visit. 

1st. There is great need of better ventilation. The building has been 
constructed without flues for this purpose, and the only means of escape 
for foul air or for the admission of fresh air is through the windows and 
doors. It would not be either difficult or expensive to make the necessary 
alterations for a better ventilation.* At the time of my visit typhoid fever 
was prevalent in the house, and I could not avoid the conclusion that many 
of the cases were induced by the bad ventilation of the building. The fever 
had been introduced through some laborers, who Lad been admitted from 
the railroad, seven in number, and thence spread among the inmates until 
the whole number of cases amounted to 44. Two had died and ten remained 
under treatment. With a proper system of ventilation, in all probability 
the disease would not have extended to ten or any of the inmates. 

2d. Another great defect is the neglect to introduce suitable water-closets. 
The building is so well supplied with water that an abundant flow could 
always be obtained to keep these necessary appendages to a public building 
in a thorough state of cleanliness. No public almshouse ought to be erected 
without them. So many of the inmates are disabled through injury, dis- 
ease or age, that health and comfort are greatly promoted by these conve- 
niences. , .,',... ^^? 

3d. The want of proper attendance upon the sick, infirm and insane is 
also a matter deserving the closest consideratipn of those in authority, ancj 

* Since my visit I 1 learn mies have beei!* constructed, by which the venrilatioii is 
much improved; , 
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I would most earnestly commend it to the serious attention of the mana- 
gers Of this and all similar institutions. 

4th. The insane are not as well cared for as they might be. The use of 
irons to control the insane belongs to another age, when bars, bolts and 
Chains were almost the only means of restraint. In this period of human 
sympathy and christian experience those instruments of torture have given 
place to the milder modes of control, which the sentiments of an enlight- 
ened humanity and truer philanthropy dictate. Yet I regret to learn that 
in this institution chains and hopples are occasionally used as a means of 
fiestraint for this class of inmates. 

LOOK HAVEN POOR HOTT8B. 
[Visited August 10, 1870, accompanied by General Kane.] 

This institution, consisting of a two*tory frame house* was established 
about eight years ago* in the borough of Lock Haven, Clinton county. It 
is for the accommodation of the poor of that town. The house is small, 
gad stands upon a lot 30 feet fornt, and 160 feet deep. The property cost 
about $1,500. It is managed by Rachael Jacobs, who acts as the matron, 
under the direction and control of Thomas Lingie, who is the overseer ap- 
pointed by the borough council, with a salary of $300 per annum. He at- 
tends to all the pauper business of the town, and the expenses are borne 
by taxation upon the borough. The house is warmed by stoves, and is 
supplied with water from the borough or a well. I found everything clean, 
and the inmates well provided with good food and comfortable dormitories-. 
At the date of my visit there ware three inmates— two males, and one fe- 
male — all advanced in life. Last winter the inmates numbered as high as 
nine at a time; and during' the year there were admitted altogether two 
hundred and fifteen, principally Irish and Germans, a large number of whom 
were vagrants. The expenses of the house during the same period amount- 
ed to $1,400. 

CRAWFORD COUNTY ALMSHOUSE. 
[Visited August id, 1870.] 

The farm on which this building is erected, for the accommodation of the 
poor, contains 215 acres of good land, 15 of which are in wood. It cost, 
originally, $13,000; and the present value is estimated at $16,000. The 
buildings, which are constructed of brick, are located five miles north of 
Meadville, the county seat of justice. They were built at different times. 
The old part was erected in 1854, and now constitutes the wing, to which 
the new, now the main, building is attached, the new part having been 
erected in 1868. The new building covers an area of 45 by 68 feet; the 
old, 42 by 90 feet ; with a kitchen attached, 22 by 36 feet. The new house, 
with heaters, and some repairs to the old, cost $18,319. The original cost 
of the old building was $13,000 ; and the present estimated value of the 
whole is $32,000. The personal property is estimated at $5,000. The new 
building is three stories high, and the old, or what now constitutes the wing, 
is two and a-half stories. The whole is warmed by three heaters in the base- 
ment. It is lighted by oil lamps ; and the ventilation is principally by the 
doors and windows. It is constructed with ventilating flues, but they are 
defective in their operation. It is supplied with water from a spring, which 
flows through a pipe in great abundance. The location of the building is 
rather low for good drainage. 

The first story of the main building is occupied by the steward and his 
family, the directors' office, a sewing room, a store room and kitchen for 
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the family. The second story is 12 feet high, and is divided into six good 
sized rooms, with a hall in the centre. The third story has eight comfort- 
able rooms. All the rooms in this part of the building have heating and 
ventilating flues. All the females are kept in the new building, except a 
few of advanced age, who occupy the first story of the wing. There is a 
bathing apparatus in the basement of this building, which is provided with 
hot and cold water. In the second story of the wing there are eleven rooms, ' 
which are used as dormitories. All the men are kept in this apartment. 
On the first floor of the wing there is a sitting room, a dining room for the 
men, and two lodging rooms on the opposite side of the hall. A kitchen 
of good size adjoins the women's dining room. There is also a wash room, 
containing three basins ; and two bed rooms, which are occupied by five old 
women — three in one, and two in the other. A small frame house, stand- 
ing a short distance from the main building, is used as a laundry, and con- 
tains a bath-tub, which is supplied with cold water only. The second story 
contains a carpenter shop, which is occupied by a pauper, who is a carpen- 
ter "by trade, and who makes himself very useful in this oocupation. 

The house is capable of accommodating 150 inmates. At present it con- 
tains 61—40 males and 21 females ; 4 children — 1 male and 3 females, and 
2 colored men. The sexes are kept separate at night, but occasionally as- 
sociate in the day. They sleep on straw beds, but have sufficient bed-cloth- 
ing ; and the apartments are kept hi a clean and comfortable condition. 
They receive an abundant supply of healthy food. A physician visits the 
house once a week, and at such other times as his services are required. 
He attends the oounty poor house, the county prison, the poor in Meadville, 
and within five miles of the city, for which service he receives a salary of 
$250 per annum. Fifteen deaths and two births *toofc place during the last 
year in the house. There is no special hospital for the sick. The inmates 
are partially classified, according to their habits^ age and sex. 

The steward receives $700, and his Wife, who acts as matron, $200. One 
man is engaged on the farm at $40 per month. All the rest of the labor on 
the farm is performed by the paupers, who are estimated by the steward to 
be equivalent to six full hands. The cooking, washing, baking, mending and 4 
nursing are all done by the inmates. The directors receive each $100 for 
their services. 

Intemperance is regarded by the steward as the principal cause of the 
pauperism in the county ; and at least one-third of the inmates are foreign- 
ers. Bibles are furnished to those who desire them, and sometimes they 
receive religious and literary newspapers. There is preaching in the house 
every two weeks. There is no school, but the children are sent to the pub- 
lic school in the district. The amount drawn from the county treasury for 
the support of the house during the last year, (1869,) was $8,286, and the 
sum drawn from the same source for outdoor relief was $£,880. 

There is no special provision for the accommodation of the insane, but 
all that have to* be kept confined are sent to Dixmont or Harrisburg. At 
this time there are 17 cases in the former and one in the latter institution. 
There is no acute case in the house at present, but there are 15 believed to 
be incurable. The same arrangements with regard to the separation of the 
sexes of the insane are observed, as in the case of the other inmates. Only 
one insane woman has to be locked up at night. In the opinion of the 
steward some of the insane are the best laborers on the fanri. Escapes 
occasionally occur. There is but one idiot in the house, a female. Two 
men are blind, and one women is a deaf mute. 

It affords me pleasure to say that the duties of the steward and matron 
are judiciously and faithfully discharged in this institution, and that their 
efforts are properly sustained by the directors. 
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CUMBERLAND COUNTY ALMSHOUSE. 
[Visited May 3, 1870 ] 

The situation of this almshouse is about a mile and a-half from the bor- 
ough of Carlisle. The old building is constructed of stone, it having been 
the farm house on the premises at the time of its purchase by the county. 
The addition, which was erected in 1833, is of brick. It is a substantial 
building of two stories, beside the basement, and is very favorably located 
on the north side of the Cumberland Valley railroad. The brick part of 
the building covers an area of 90 by 40 feet, and the dwelling or old man- 
sion 50 by 40 feet ; both are covered with slate. The farm contains 360 
acres of good arable land. 

In 1868 and 1869 another new brick building was erected in the rear of 
the old mansion, fronting south, which is for the accommodation of the in- 
sane, and a hospital. It is three stories in height, not including the base* 
ment, and is covered with a slate roof. It is a well constructed and 
arranged building, with most of the modern improvements, and does credit 
to the liberality and intelligence of the citizens of Cumberland county, 
costing about $40,000. A mill runs each way through the basement and 
other stories, with a stair-case in the centre, constructed partly of iron. It 
is provided with a cooking range in the basement. Two tanks are placed 
in the third story for water, supplied from the roof, and from large cisterns 
in the yard. At this time the tanks were empty. The building has water- 
closets and bath rooms in both wings and in each story, where hot and cold 
water is provided. The first story is occupied by the males, and the second 
by the females. The third story is chiefly occupied- by those who have been 
removed from Harrisburg. 

The steward, Henry Snyder, has charge of the farm, the buildings and 
the inmates. John Paul acts as deputy steward, and has charge of the in- 
sane department. Both of these gentlemen seem to be actuated by proper 
feelings of humanity, and perform their duties with scrupulous fidelity. 
At the time of my visit they had 1&8 inmates in charge, twenty of whom 
were insane, and eleven confined in some way or other. Eight men were 
confined in their rooms, but none were in chains. Six have been at Harris- 
burg, in the State Lunatic hospital, having been returned as incurable. All 
the cases in the institution are chronic, and no medical treatment is used 
with any of them, unless they happen to be sick. Two are idiotic, one girl 
and one boy. 

The buildings are warmed by furnaces in the basement. Two furnaces 
are used to warm the old building, and four the insane department. About 
50 inmates occupy the old buildings, who are either infirm from age, sick, 
or insane. One room on the first story in the west end of the old building 
is devoted to colored men ; and one room in the basement is occupied by 
colored women. The laundry, kitchen and dining room are in the basement 
of this building. Both sexes use the same dining room. Only four small 
children are in the house. The men occupy the first floor, and the women 
the second. The attic is finished for dormitories, and when the house is 
crowded it is occupied. There are no waterrclosets in this building, and 
all refuse matter must be carried out and thrown into sinks, from which 
there is no drainage. The water is supplied from a well and cistern, but 
must be carried into the house by hand. 

The insane department, Tffhioh has recently been erected, is a commodious 
and well-arranged structure ; and with a more abundant supply of water, 
and better attendance for the inmates, it is well adapted to the purpose for 
which it was erectecU-the accommodation of the' chronic insane of the 
county. 
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The amount expended from the county treasury during the last year, by 
the directors, was $37,501, including $23,174 for the new building. 

The steward receives $800 per annum ; the clerk and farmer each $300 ; 
the physician $200 ; one man on the farm $20 per month and board ; the 
shoemaker $20 per month, and the seamstress is paid by the piece, making 
from $10 to $12 per month on men's clothes. Mr. Paul, who takes care of 
the insane, receives $500 per annum. The physician visits twice a week, 
and oftener if necessary. There is no school in the house at present ; one 
was kept during the winter, but the teacher was a pauper. There is preach- 
ing every Sunday, and prayer meeting twice a week. All the inmates are 
furnished with Bibles and Testaments. A benevolent and christian lady, 
in the neighborhood, has furnished the institution with a copy of the "Family . 
Library." 

For breakfast the inmates are furnished with bread, meat and rye coffee; 
and on M on da}' with butter. For dinner they have vegetable soup, pota- 
toes, sour crout and other vegetables, and sometimes meat in their soup, 
for supper, bread and coffee. 

This institution is a comfortable residence for those who seek its aid. 
Proper attention is given to cleanliness by those who have charge ; and with 
a better supply of water, and a more thorough ventilation and an efficient sys- 
tem of drainage, their labors would be greatly facilitated, Like many other < 
institutions of this kind, a large amount of the labor is performed by the in- 
mates. All the nurses in both departments are paupers ; and all the sew- 
ing, knitting, making bed-clothes and laundry work are done by the pau- 
pers, except what is done by the seamstress. Fifty dollars per annum is 
paid to a cook, who is not a pauper ; but considerable work is done on the 
farm by the inmates. 

DAUPHIN COUNTY ALMSHOUSE. 
[Visited May 6, 1870, accompanied by Mr. Coleman.] 

The Dauphin county almshouse is situated about two miles from Harris- 
burg, on the Reading and Harrisburg turnpike. The farm contains 1 8 J acres 
of good arable' land, under a fair state of cultivation. The directors have 
recently completed a new building fronting the west, and occupying an area 
of 182 by 45 feet. The old building, which stands directly in the rear of 
the centre of the new one, with which it communicates, is 111 feet by 45. , 
Each of these buildings has a hall running longitudinally, with the rooms 
on either side. The new building is so situated as to afford a direct en- r 
trance from the central passage, crossing the main hall to the entry of the' 
old building. These buildings are constructed of brick and finished in a 
very substantial manner, with most of the modern improvements for conve-', 
nience and health. 

The cost of the new building was about $70,000, including fencing, and 
the erection of the works to supply the institution with water. The new 
building is three stories high, beside the attic, which is finished for dormi- 
tories, whenever the crowded condition of the house may require them., 
The old building is two stories high, beside the basement. With the im- 
provements there are sufficient accommodations for all classes of inmates 
for many years to pome. The new building is intended as the almshouse 
proper ; and the old, for the accommodation of the sick and insane. The 
first is warmed by Boynton's heaters ; the latter by steam, with radiating 
coils in the passages. In passing through the new edifice I noticed ample 
provisions for bathing, with water-closets of modern construction in the 
ends of each wing and on each story. The rooms are provided with proper 
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fines for ventilation ; and hot and cold water in the passages on all the 
stories. The sexes occupy different wings, and are kept entirely separate. 
Dumb waiters are provided for each story. Water is abundantly supplied 
from a reservoir, located about three-quarters of a mile distant, at a suffi- 
cient elevation to supply any part of the building. 

The laundry is in the basement of an out-building,, where the washing is 
done by steam. The baking is donfe in the same story, with such economy 
that " half a bushel of coal is sufficient to bake a barrel of flour." 

At the time of my visit there were about 165 inmates, 60 of whom were, 
children. There are no insane in the house— all of this class, twenty-five 
in number, were in the State hospital, at Harrisburg. When the new ar- 
rangements are completed, it is the intention of the authorities to remove 
all their chronic cases to their own institution, A school is kept in the 
house, numbering 64 children, all males, under the tuition of a paid fe- 
male teacher. 

The steward receives $600 salary. A male nurse for the sick room re- 
ceives $1?, and his wife $6 per month for their services. Two men are em- 
ployed on the fkrm, at $35 each per month, with board, A female cook and 
baker is employed at $2 pex* week. The teacher receives $18 per month, 
with board. A seamstress gets $8 per month. One female, for housework, 
$4 per m6nth. Another female, who has charge of the little boys, $4 per 
month. A gardener is employed at $14 per month. Two men are en- 
gaged at the boilers, one at $20, and the other at $5 per month. A phy- 
sician receives $260 per annum, and visits regularly twice a week, and at 
such other times as he may be required. The rest of the work in the house 
and on the farm is principally performed by the inmates. 

DELAWARE COyN^Y ALMSHOUSE. 
[Visited May 13, X870, in oompany with Mr. Harrison. J 

The farm on which this institution is erected contains 102 acres, 12 or 
14 of which are in timber, and the rest under a good state of cultivation. 
The house was built in 1856, and is located about two and a half miles 
west of Media, and near the village of Lima. It is a stone edifice roofed 
with slate, the front being covered with cement. The main building is 91 
feet long, 27 feet wide, and three stories high. A commodious hall runs 
through the building, in the centre of which is a good open staircase 
leading to the upper stories. It is warmed by stoves, and is supplied with 
water raised from a spring, by a wheel, into tanks in the attic. At this time 
there was a full supply, but sometimes there is a deficiency. There are no 
water-closets in the house. Each wing has bathing appliances., but they 
are out of order, and at present not in use. There are transoms over the 
doors. 

John L. West is the steward, having occupied this position about two 
years. He informed us that the house has sufficient capacity to accommo- 
date about 400 persons. At present it contains 130 inmates. About 20 
of these are insane, and kept in confinement at night. Five are always 
confined to their rooms — three men and two women. None are chained, 
but one is occasionally restrained with sleeves. 

During the day the sexes are kept separate by a board fence, which di- 
vides the yards which they each occupy. In the house they are not 
allowed to associate. During the term of the present steward, there have 
been no births traceable to illicit intercourse between the inmates. Ten or 
twelve children were born in the house during the year 1869. 
• 21 
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The males occupy the north-west end of the building, and the females 
the south-east end. 

I was informed by the steward that they are supplied at breakfast, some 
mornings with bread, fish and coffee, at others with bread and butter and 
coffee sweetened with molasses At dinner they receive poup with vegeta- 
bles three times a week; three other days they are furnished with meajb and 
vegetables, and on the seventh rice or pork. At supper they get mush and 
milk or bread and tea. Those who are feeble or veiry infirm receive food 
adapted, to their condition. The county furnishes the clothing. 

The steward receives $600 salary ; the physician $150,, and is required to 
visit at least three times a week; the assistant steward, $300; the seam- 
stress, $3 per week, and the cook, who is a pauper, $2 per week. A man 
and woman, both paupers, take care of the insane. The man receives $3 
per week, and the woman $1. A woman, also a pauper, cooks for the family 
and the sick, for which she is paid $1 per week. The baker, a male pauper, 
gets $4 per month. - The inmates do all, the rest -of the, work on the ferm 
and in the house, except that a colored man drives the team, and in this 
way earned $60 last year. No epidemic has lately visited the institution* 

There is a school in the house, taught by a pauper. No religious ser- 
vices have been conducted in the house for some time, and there is no Sun- 
day school. All are furnished with Bibles and tracts who desire them. 
There is no library connected with thq institution. Both sexes dine in the 
same room, but not at the same, table. Nine young white children and ftye 
colored were in the nurseries. . . 

The insane occupy a separate building, which stands in the rear of the 
main edifice, and is two stories high, constructed of stone. It covers an. 
area cf 45 feet 6 inches by 33 feet 6 inches. It is so constructed as to se- 
cure a complete separation of the sexes. It contains 19 rooms. In the 
men's department, which embraces one end of the building, there are five cells 
on the first and five on the second story* In the women's end there are 
four cells on the first story and five on tag second. The ventilation in this 
department is very defective. Fresh air can only be procured through the 
windows and, doors, when open. There are no flues far this purppsp, a&4 
no transoms over the doors. I found the inmates, who were confined in 
their rooms, breathing a very impure and unhealthy atmosphere, which is 
certainly detrimental to their recovery when ill, or their comfort and health 
generally. 

Beside the correction of this imperfect ventilation, there is needed a bet- 
ter classification of the insane, and greater facilities for exercise in the 
open air. With suitable yards, where the inmates could be permitted to 
take recreation — and there is ample room for such provision — and such at- 
tendance as might be procured at little expense, some of these dependent 
creatures might either be restored to reason, or, at least, have a more com- 
fortable enjoyment of life, instead of breathing pn atmosphere which con- 
stantly depreciates their nervous systems, and promotes a more speedy and 
certain state of dementia. 

A small boy was found confined in a room with one of these insane men, 
having been placed there by one of the attendants as a punishment for 
« some trifling offence. He was promptly released by the steward, who ac- 
companied me. A case of mania attracted my nptice—a young man who 
had been in the house about six weeks. This,, as fer as known to the 
steward, was his first attack. He was in one of these cells with miserable 
ventilation, and the steward informed us he was under no medical treat- 
ment. His case impressed me with the belief that he was one of those 
which could 1* benefitted by a removal to an iqsane asylum, where he 
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might be placed oiider judicious medical managetaent. Certainly, he would 
not be likely to improve under the treatment to which he was subjected in 
this institution . Ii is economy, as well "as 1 hunianity ^ to make every possible 
effort to cure su<?h cases. 

I have no special* complaint to make against 'the steward. He seems to 
keep the institution about a* well' as most of these establishments are man- 
aged, but they all need improvement, and this one is rio exception to the 
general rule. What I haVe noticed in reference to the condition of the in- 
sane, arises, in a great nicasure, from the bad construction of the room*, 
and the want of more suitable* amngemertts fbr recreation. I hopg the 
directors will give th0tr attention -to' the subject at ah early day. 

IftIB COUNTY ALMMOtJtiB. < • '• 

" [Visited August ifc, lSTTO.] 

The house used at present for the accommodation of the poor of Erie 
county is an old brick building, two stories high, evected about thirty years 
ago, under a special act of Assembly* Six hundred acres of land *vere do- 
nated to the borough of Erie, reserving one hundred acres to the county 
for the support of the poor, and this location was selected, by commission- 
ers appointed *rnd*r the aefc, in 1889. The site chosen is #n the Pittsburg 
and Erie canalj and Lake Shore milrtfed, about three mites distant from the 
city of Erie* The 1 cost of too building* I could not ascertain, but at this 
time the land is estimated to be worth $350 per acne, while the buildings 
are worthies*. The/ 'personal property is estimated at $2,000. The insti- 
tution is warmed by stoves, aud supplied with water from wells. It has no 
rentilation. The whole structure is a miserable affair, and entirely un- 
suited for the residence Of that class of 'human beings obliged to seek shel- 
ter under its roof. Everything, however, is done by the steward and his 
wife that can be done to make those under their care comfortable. Their 
fare is wholesome, well prepared and sufficient in quantity. The apparent 
difficulty in the management- of this institution is the want of a suitable 
building, and the authorities of the county, having beoomesatisfied of this 
feet, and convinced of their duty to make better provision for the poor, 
have commenced the construction of a new house War byy which will prove, 
I trust, a credit to the county. 

The house contains, at this date, 80 inmates, about two-thirds of whom 
are males, and there ate three children under 15 years of age; all are white, 
except one, a colored child* Seven are { insane^-three males and four fe- 
males. Five were confined in their cells at the time of my visit, and all are 
considered incurable. The- directors* have sent four to Dixmont, and the 
court fourteen, making eighteen in that institution from this county. Ten 
are idiotic; five of each sex. Four aire blind— all males. Three are deaf 
mutes— two males and one female. 

All that can read have Bibles, and : preaching is had in the house every 
two weeks. When there is a sufficient number of children there is a school, 
which is taught by a pauper; When the number is not large enough to war- 
rant a school, the children are sent to the district school in the neighbor- 
hood. A physician visits tfie house, efeoe a week, and oftener, if necessary. 
He receives $275 per annuuv, including medicine, and attends those poor 
outside of the institution who are a charge upon the county, and reside 
within a circuit of five miles from the house. About six or seven children 
are born in the house yearly. The steward informed me that nearly all the 
imnates were foreigners — the largest portion being Irish, the next highest 
number Germans, and but very few-aie native born American** 
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It oast about $£2,000 to support tie institution during the year 1869. 
©n the first day of Jaauaiy, 1869, the,out-drf>o$j^pe*s numbered 519, and, 
dxu-iag the year, 1,494 were added to this number* There died, or were 
discharged daring the year, 1,466, leaving on hand, January 1, 1870, 6Qf . 
The number of inmates, January 1, 1869, was Hi; admitted during the 
year, 63, making 174 ; 8 died and 60 were discharged, leaving 196 on the 
1st of January^ 1879* 

The steward receives $690 a year ; a seamstress $1 50 per week, And a 
hired man $20 per month end board. The pauper: labor on the farm aaesti 
mated at $10 per month. The paupers in the house perform most of the 
work. They do all the washing, cooking and baking. Two directors, in 
the country, reeeive $125 per annum, and one, in the city of Erie, receives 
$L per day for every day in the year* 

The new building now being erected will, when completed, accommodate 
about 500 inmates. A full description of it will be given hereafter. 

XAYxrrm county poor housb. 
[Visited June 9, 1870, accompanied by Governor Geary. J 

This institution is situated on the National road, about two miles from 
TTniontown, the seat of justice for Fayette county. The building is a two 
story brick, in the shape of the letter L; and the. form contains 129 acres 
of good arable land. The old part of the building is 100 feet long and 20 
feet' wide, and was erected in 1824. The new part is 60 by 20 feet, and 
the whole cost was $2O,0Q0. There is also an in^^ne &p*rtjpeat, recency 
built, at an. expense of $7,000. The buildings are in a b^ad condition. They 
are old, and very much out of repair— not at all adapted to the purposes for 
which they are used. They are warmed by grates, in wfcioh coal is burned. 
The water for supplying the buildings is obtained from wells and cisterns. 

At the time of my visit the inmates numbered seventy, . Six were insnae 
and six idiotic None of the insane were confined, or .wider any kind of 
restraint. One insane woman was in bed— her room wa* dirty )f wad -seemed 
to>. require more care on the part of the .attempts. The seses, are sepa- 
rated at night, but not in the day. time. The>wl$a and females »dine > to- 
gether - r and their dining room is, so situated that, the steward i informed 
me, it could not be warmed in cold weather,, and from this, the inyaetes 
sometipaes, experienced great discomfort.. 

The building which was erected in 1859 for the accommodation ^H the 
insane, seems to be illy adapted tp ,tbc purpose for which it was intended. 
It is a brick.structure, with a hall running : longitudinally tbrpugb it* iwith 
rooms on either side. It contains ten rooms, on each story* Tbfr contents 
of: the waste pipes are received into a large cess-pool directly unde« thft JhaW 
of the building, which has no cellar, and there is very poor drainage toeany , 
off the offensive accumulations beneath. The poisoupua effluvia/, arising 
from this deposit were suoh that durijagthe occupancy of the building there 
was great mqrtaliiy among the inmates, and it became necessary to aban- 
don the use of it altogether. It now stands unoccupied* ai*d useless* , A 
little timely advice from some experienced builde*,of such institutions >wojojd 
have saved the, county this unnecessary expenditure of money. Better ac- 
commodations are greatly needed, not only for the insane but for the othar 
classes of inmates who are dependent upon Jibe county for support. > 

The steward receives $1,000 per annum ibr his servioes 5 the phjwioiau 
$260, being required to visit the house twice a we*. AU the work in the 
house, including nursing, and on. the farm, is perforated by the inmates 
There is no school and seldom anty religious service in the bouse* . , f . M 
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I bar* tic enconiums to bestow upon this institution. The president 
judge of the district has four times, with commendable earnestness, called 
the attention of the grand jury to its condition, and they have visited the 
premises and cordially responded to the recommendations of the court, but' 
no action has been taken by the county commissioners and the directors of 
the poor to mitigate the sad condition of the inmates, by providing better 
accommodations for them. Many of the prominent citizens with whom I 
conversed seemed to be animated by the same generous desire of affording 
increased comforts to this unfortunate portion of their helpless poor. It 
is to be hoped that the people of a county so proverbially able, and so long 
distinguished for its enlarged philanthropy, will soon take up tjris subject 
and render genuine practical relief to their indigent population. I am in* 
clined to believe that this can be done with very little < additional expense 
to the county. It has been suggested to me, by some of the intelligent citir 
zens of the county, that the sale of the present farm* which will command 
a good price, and the purchase of another, where there can be an abundant 
supply of water, will enable the authorities to enlarge the means of accom- 
modation at a very moderate cost to the tax-payers, I merely throw out 
these views, which I heard expressed during my visit, for the consideration 
of the citizens of Payette county generally. 

FRANKLTIf COUNTT ALMSHOUSE. 

* [Visited May 4,1370.] 

: The location of this institution is on the Baltimore turnpike, about two 
and a-haif miles from the borough of Chambersburg. It occupies a very 
eligible site. The farm contains 233 acres, all in a high state of cultiva- 
tion, except about six acres. A portion of the land is rather rough, being 
of limestone formation, but it is a productive soiL 

The buildings consist of two large edifices, with out-houses and a good 
barn. An excellent spring of water is close at hand. One — a stone build- 
ing—was erected of limestone in the year 1807; It is a commodious, sub- 
stantial building, with a hall running from front to back, and rooms on 
either side, of convenient size, with a stone kitchen in the rear. It is two 
stories in height, above a fine basement, covering an area of 90 by 42 feet, 
roofed With shingles. This building is occupied entirely by the steward and 
his family, and the employees of the institution. All the water used in it 
is carried from the spring. 

The other— a brick building^was erected in 1853* It is 110 feet long 
and 45 feet wide ; two stories high, excluding the basement, with a wing 
running back, 50 by 20 feet, two stories high, beside the basement. Both 
of these buildings are situated on the north bank of a branch of the Fall- 
ing Spring, on ground gently sloping to the stream, with yards in front 
planted with shade trees. 

The brick building contains all the white inmates — the hospital and the 
insane. It has a hall running longitudinally its entire length, and a h&ii 
running along one side of the wing, into which the rooms occupied by the 
insane open. There are commodious rooms in the main building, on each 
side of the hall, and the males occupy one end and the females the other — 
separated by a door in the ball. The insane occupy the back wing, which, 
owing to its construction, affords very miserable accommodations. It con- 
tains five cells on each floor. There is no provision made for drainage from 
the cells, except as it is carried from the floors into an open gutter in front, 
passed through, the last cell of the row, and thence conducted through the 
outside wall. By this arrangement all offensive matter from the cells is 
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carried an front of one or more of them, to the great discomfort and injury 
of the inmates. .♦•••••. 

With the exception of the had provision for thd insane, the accommoda- 
tions are as good as are usually found in these institutions. The steward, 
Samuel Brandt, whom I found to be a man anxious to perform his duty, 
and to have a proper appreciation of the responsibilities which belong to 
his position* regretted that he could not do more to relieve the sad condi- 
tion of the insane under his care. The physician expressed the 'same Te- 
gcet. One insane man has been an inmate of the institution for thirty 
years. One insane female, who occupied, one of these 1 cells, has been an 
inmate for a period of more than three years, and was in a state of entire 
nudity. Her cell floor was covered witn straw, by which she partly cob- 
cealed her person ; and I was informed by the attending physician, that it 
was impossible to keep any clothing upon her, or use any means available 
to. improve her condition. This is one of those sad cases which are occa- 
sionally met, requiring the utmost vigilance on the part of the attendant. 
I believe, with a proper modification of these cells, in regard to drainage, 
ventilation, and a better supply of water, and closer vigilance on the part 
of the attendants, the comfort of the insane class in this institution might 
be greatly promoted ; and I feel every assurance that the intelligent and 
liberal-minded men who have charge will correct the existing defects. The 
other portions of the building were in a good condition. The lodging 
apartments were provided with suitable beds and bedding, and the inmates 
seemed comfortable and happy. 

The water used in this building was supplied fVom the spring, by being 
drawn up to the kitchen, which is in the basement. All the water required 
for other parts of the house had to be carried by hand from the spring. 
The whole building is poorly furnished with water, although its location is 
in the immediate vicinity of an abundant supply. It has no- water-closets, 
no bathing appliances, and no ventilation except by the windows and doors. 
The want of these conveniences greatly increases the labor In the manage* 
ment of the institution. All refuse matter must be carried out of the build* 
ing by hand. The house is lighted with caudles. No school 5s provided 
for the children, as there are very few in the house. Only four have been 
born there in a period of thirteen months. 

There is gratuitous preaching every Sabbath by the clergymen in the 
neighborhood. There is no library, but the inmates are supplied with Bibles. 

The institution contained 100 inmates at the time of my visit. The 
steward informed me there were a good many who were not " right in their 
minds," but he could not tell how many were insane. He named four bad 
cases in confinement. Two were chained constantly, and one occasionally, 
who now and then was permitted to go about the premises. Two were 
idiotic, a boy of 8 years, and a girl 13 years of age. Three were blind, 
and one deaf and dumb. 

Another stone building stands in the rear of the one previously noticed, 
which is 60 by 30 feet. It was formerly the farm house. It is two stories 
high, and is occupied by the colored inmates. It contained four men. and 
eight women. They were comfortably provided ibr. There is an apart- 
ment in this building, which had been used as a kitchen to the farm house, 
now oceupied by the vagrants, a class of wandering poor who occasionally 
visit this institution in great numbers.' 

The steward receives a salary of $550. Two men -are employed <m the 
farm, at $20 per month each. The treasurer receives $100 per annum. The 
physician receives $200. and visits the institution once a week, and at such 
other times he may as be needed. The directors also receive a moderate 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOARD OP PUBLIC CHARITIES. 263 

compensation for their services. All the rest of the labor is performed by 
the paupers,. except such mechanical and harrest work as may be necessary. 
The dietary Qf the house is substantial, healthful and in abundance. 

HUNTINGDON COUNTY ALMSHOUSE. 
{Visited August 31, 1870.] 

The Huntingdon county poor house is situated at Shirleysburg, about 
seven miles from Mount Union. The structure is of brick and is two stories 
high, exclusive of the basement and attic. It was built about sixteen years 
ago, and is estimated to be worth $7,000. It covers an area of 100 by 50 
feet. The farm contains 190 acres, and cost $7,500, but is now eartimated 
to be -worth $8,500* In the first story a hall passes both ways through the 
building, with rooms on each side. The first floor is occupied by the wo- 
men, and a few old men who are too infirm to go up stairs. This story 
contains 14 rooms. One end of this part of the building contains a kitchen, 
and is occupied by the steward and his family. The second story also has 
1,4 rooms, which are occupied principally by the male inmates as dormito' 
ries. A few females occupy this story. The attic is one entire room, lighted 
by dormer-windows. One end of the basement is occupied by old men and 
women. The other end is appropriated for a kitchen and dininfg room for 
the inmates. Both sexes take their meals together. The basement is di- 
vided into 15 rooms. A frame wash-house extends back from one end of the 
main building. A short distance from the other end ef the main building 
is a frame house, which is occupied by the insane. It contains six cells, 
with windows, which arc secured by wooden slats, and ' with doors con- 
structed of similar materials. They afford no ventilation, except what is 
procured through the windows and doors. The building is warmed by a 
stove in the hall. 

The institution is supplied with water from a spring flowing into the 
basement, A cistern containing raiu water is constructed near the wash- 
house. No bathing appliances are provided. 

The house is capable of accommodating one hundred inmates. At this 
time it contained forty-eight — twenty-two males and twenty-six females. 
Five were children under sixteen years of age — one male and four fe- 
males ; forty-seven were white and one colored ; four were insane — all 
females; two were idiotic — one of each sex, and two were blind — both 
nudes. Two of the insane were confined to their rooms. Chains or hopples 
are not used as a means of restraint. There was only one birth in the 
house during the last year, (lg69.) The inmates are furnished with Bibles, 
and there is preaching in the house every two weeks, but no school for 
the children. 

The amount of money drawn from the county treasury during the last 
year, for the support of the house, was $5,530 02. The steward receives 
$500 salary. A j&rmer is paid one dollar per day, exclusive of house rent, 
a cow, a garden and fuel. The clerk receives $50 per year, and the directors 
$2 per day, and twenty cents mileage. The pauper labor on the farm is 
estimated by the steward at fifty dollars per year. The nursing, house 
work, and sewing in the institution, are done by the inmates — and a male 
pauper does the cobbling. 

The house is very well kept. It is cle&n, and apparently comfortable. 
The steward and matron seem anxious to do their duty, and act through 
conscientious motives. Like most of these institutions, however, it is de- 
ficient in ventilation, and most of the modern improvement for comfort 
and eonvenience. 
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LANCASTER OOCNTT ALM8HOU8I. 
[ViaiMd April 28, 1870, in company with Mr, Harrison.] . 

The Lancaster county almshouse is situated about one mile from the city 
of Lancaster, on the south side of the Philadelphia and Lancaster turnpike. 
The farm contains 193 acres of good, arable land, ail of which is in a good 
state of cultivation. The main building is of stone, two stories high, ex- 
clusive of the basement and attic, and is covered with shingles. It is an 
old fashioned double house, with two halls crossing each other in the centre, 
and covering an area of 150 feet by 40. 

The tax-pa jers of Lancaster county authorized the erection of a new 
brick building in 1867, for the accommodation of the insanei at a cost of 
$39,000, and had the old structure remodelled at an expense, of $24,000* 
The hospital is 100 feet long and 40 feet wide, three stories high and covered 
with slate. The insane department is 33 by 25 feet. Four air furjaaces warm 
the new part of the building, and three the old, with a ilfce opening into 
every room. A water-closet and bathing apparatus are contained ia each 
ward. The rooms are 8 by 10 feet, with transoms over the doors* The 
warm air enters the rooms near the floor, and the ventilating flues Are near 
the ceilings. In this building 200 persons can be con veniently aeoom mo- 
da ted. On the 1st day of April last it contained 137, aud a.t th& same. time 
there were in the old almshouse, 181. 

The steward receives, annually, $500 salary, and the baker, $25 per 
month. The farmer gets $225 per annum, with a house free of rent, fuel 
and a cow. J. O. Steinheiser, superintendent of the hospital and insane 
department, receives a salary of $1,000, with house 1 en t free, fuel aud boapd. 
The physicians, four in number, give their attendance quarterly, and each. 
one receives one-fourth of a salary of $332. All the rest of the work, ex- 
cept in harvest time, when it is necessary to hire a portion of the labor, is. 
done by the paupers, who make all the clothing and most of.the show worn 
in the institution. \b • ' 

The number of insane in this institution at the time of my visit was $&—• , 
34 of whom were males and 26 females — all chronic cases* Only, two fe- 
males were confined to their rooms in this department, and one male was, 
restrained with muffs. There is no special medical treatment employed fiat 
these cases, as they are regarded as incurable. There were, eight case^Qf 
idiocy — three males and five females ; one old man was tylind, and three 
persons were deaf mutes — one male and two females. ., 

The average number of inmates during the year was 285. The nuinbeF 
of vagrants who received supper, lodging and breakfast during the sajnei 
time, was 1,834 Americans, 4,984 Germans, and 1,284 Irish \. making. a $otal> 
of 8,102. 

The amount expended for the support of the house in 1869 was $f2|7$4« Jt9, 
including about $3,000 paid for out-door relief. E, n- .: : • 

Among the different almshouses visited in the State, I regard this,; so fa* 
as relates to the accommodations for the insane, as one of the .best.-. Mr# 
Steinheiser seems very well qualified for his position. He comprehends the 
character of the class of inmates under his charge, and enters, w&h a be- 
coming spirit into the system of management which is best adapted tp-t^eir 
peculiarities and wants. This department has acquired some, reputation. 
under his management, as is evinced from the fact that ia, 1868, tl*e ftrst 
year of its occupancy, it received $1,248 75, over four per cent, p-f Vhejjpost 
of its erection, for the board of patients. And in the year ^869 the receipts 
from the same source were $2,217 59, making eight per cent, pn thejnvqst- 
ment in the new building. I do not advise the sending of acute cases to 
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any institution which. h&» not all the- modern and tedst approved means for 
the treatment pf recent cases, but feel very safe in recommending the plac- 
ing of cases of insanity, which have reached the chronic state and need but 
little medical treatment, under the care of Mr. Steinheiser, believing they 
will be kindly tfnd judiciously cared for. There are many such cases in 
every county* tod if other counties would follow the beneficent example 
which Lancaster has given us, and make suitable provision for their incu- 
rable insane 1 , by placing them under the care of a humane and intelligent 
superintendent, properly qualified for his duties, our State institutions would 
be greatly relieved from the care of this class, and thereby enabled to ex- 
lead their usefulness to many who are now deprived of advantages, which, 
if opportunely embraced, would restore them to reason and happiness. 
Several other counties, actuated by a proper spirit of philanthropy and 
christian duty, Are moving in the right direction, and erecting houses for the 
better accommodation of this class; but it should ever be borne in mind 
that expensive houses afford but little benefit or comfort to these children 
of misfortune, and go but a little way towards relieving the community of 
the burden imposed, if their keeping and supervision is not confided to per- 
sons well qualified for the position. Without this essential precaution, in 
the selection of superintendents, no satisfactory results can follow even 
our best efforts. 

LEBANON COUNTY ALMSHOUSE, 
.(Visited April 29, 1870, with Mr. Coleman. J ,, " ,\ 

The Lebanon count}' almshouse is located on the Reading turnpike, about 
two miles from the borough of Lebanon. The farm consists of 198 acres 
of excellent land. The main building is a brick edifice, and was erected in 
1837. It is 100 feet long and 40 feet wide, and is covered with shingles. 
It contains 38 rooms^ being two stories high beside the basement and attic. 
The latter not being furnished has no dormitories. The house is kept in 
good order, so far as relates to cleanliness, but needs some improvements 
to increase the comfort of the inmates. It is warmed altogether by stoves. 
There are no conveniences for bathing ; no water-closets, and no satisfactory 
drainage, it being necessary to carry everything out by hand. The supply 
of water is deficient. 

At the date of my visit the house contained 155 inmates — two of whom 
were insane, nine idiotic and four blind ; three females and one male — all 
adults. The case of a female in this institution attracted my attention. 
Both hips were said to be dislocated ; she had been in the house about three 
and a half years, and the accident occurred about sixteen years before her 
admission. 

The steward receives a salary of $600. He has been connected with the 
institution in this capacity for the* last four years. The physician, who also 
acts as clerk, receives $300 ; and the treasurer $100. One man is employed 
on the farm at $20 per month ; and a female in the house at $7 per month. 
A female teacher is paid for instructing the children. Nearly all the rest 
of the work about the institution is performed by the inmates. 

Breakfast and supper consist of coffee, bread and molasses ; dinner consists 
of vegetable soup and meat. A bullock is killed once a week ; and one-half 
of all consumed is fattened on the farm, where about two-thirds of the 
wheat is raised, and three-fourths of the potatoes required to supply the 
house. 17 cows are kept, from which milk and butter are supplied. 

There is preaching in the house every two weeks. The services are gra- 
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tnitous, and nsostly ia the German language: The school numbers 36 chil- 
dren— 12 girls and 24 boys; and is kept in a small bonding in the yard. 

The number born in the house during the year was seven, and the -deaths 
were thirteen. One child was the result of illicit intercourse whilst the 
mother was an inmate. The vhgrants kept over the night during the year 
numbered to 3,200. The number of other inmates admitted was 161-~#9 
males and 12 females. i • i 

The cost of supporting the institution for 1869 was about $20,000^ in* 
eluding $2,183 11 for out-«k)or relief. 

No restraint is need for the insane, except K5ontnement to their orooms. 
The sexes are reported as. being kept separate at ail times, Which must be 
a mistake, otherwise the occurrence previously stated could not have taken' 
place. The cooking is. done with a range. ' ' 

What is called the hospital is an out-buMing, 82 by 26 feet. Tfaere is 
no regular infirmary, and. the sick are mostly treated m their rooms. 

This institution, taking into account. the many disadvantages under 
which it labors^ owing » to the want of a better construction^ with modern 
improvements, is mads as comfortable far the inmates ascould be expected. 
While the steward seems to use his best efforts to perform his duties* a 
great improvement might be /made by introducing a better supply of good 
water through the house, and a better system of warming and ventilation*' 
It is impossible to preserve a reasonable state of health and comfort in 
t hese in stitutions without these important means. They are certainly needed 
here, and I trust the proper authorities will soon, imitate the good exam- 
ples afforded by the neighboring counties of Berks and Dauphin. 

LEHIGH COUNTY ALMSHOUSE. 
[Visited May 17, 1870, in company with Messrs. Cl^er and Colsbaan. } ' 

, ' , , , • t ;' ' r -t t 

The farm contains about; 260 acres, nearly all under cultivation; It was 
purchased by the county in 1844. The, buildings are located) about four 
miles west of Allentown, which -is the county seat. They are btiiit of rbrick. 
One house, the almshouse proper, was erected, in 1845 j the hospital ml&4 7 £ 
A wing was built to the latter in 1861* The first .building; erected covers 
an area of 80 by 40 feet; the hospital 80 by 30 feet* and the tring 56 by 30 
feet. Both of the buildings are two stories high, beside* the bdsement/and 
attic, are substantially constructed,, and in good cdnditienr aa to jelearili- 
ness. The steward seems to be^a competent man for.. his; position, and i* 
actuated by motives of kindness towards the inmates. The first building; 
cost about $5,000 ; the hospital cost about the same, and 4he wing, ineladK 
ing the spring .house,. $3,500. These sums represent the east* aotwaily,|>aid, 
but do not include hauling, board of hands, and other expenses* .which* 
were saved: by the economy and labor ,of those, cKNweeJtad with itke form* * 

The, buildiiigs are warmed by .heaters in th^, cellars* Them araitwoiin: 
the first building, which, with stoves, in the /Other parte of the h<£use^are' 
sufficient to keep it comfortable during the. severest, weathet n:TJrejJh6spi* 
tal has five heaters and sewr^l .stoves, t All the water used in>tbe inatifcu-, 
tion is carried in buckets from a fine i spring near by«. jNo woterrcloseta tre 
provided in the almshouse building r but the hospital haa^taWe aoeoln* 
modations of this kind. Oil and candles furnish the light for both build- 
ings. , .n • . .'I l[ , "4 ,.,,| I' 

The first building has no provision for vepJfci)ation, not even transoms 
over the doors. Some of the rooms have flues for the admission of hot 
air. In the hospital*- ventilators are Axed in I; thei. windows, by rtmoyiag a 
pane of glass and placing instead a tin wheel, which, by a rotary motion, 
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keeps • lip a circulation of air. The contrivance »ia not of much value, This 
budding has also transoms over the doors. 

The insane occupy the* basement of tha new; wing of the hospital. This 
building ha* a bath4ob, anda wata>tankabere it, eo as to enable; the in- 
mates to use the shower-bath.- The water has to be carried for this pur- 
pose, i 

On the first day of the present month (May) the house contained 191 in* 
mates ; 28 of these were insane* principally chronic, cases. Six were under 
restraint at the time of my visit — all confined in cells ; two were idiotic, 
two 'blind, and these deaf aod dumb. Several were epileptic. One idiotic 
man, who bad been fifteen years in the house, was .entirely naked, occupy- 
ing a cell which contained na furniture, and nothing but straw for his bed 
and covering. An insane man, who had been five months in the institu- 
tion, was also in a state of nudity, with only straw in his cell. An idiotic 
woman occupied a cell in which she was constantly confined, for the pur* 
pose,, as we were told, of preventing her having intercourse with the other 
sex* She could not talk, but had given birth to three children since her 
admission to the house. . The construction, arrangement or management of 
any institution must be defective, which cannot preserve such a separation 
of the. sexes as to avoid the deplorable evil which the, case of this idiotic 
female, betrays.. * „ 

j All the inmates in the house, who are able to dw so, come to the dining- 
room for their meals; and .those who cannot, either fbom -infirmity or dis- 
ease, have their meals carried to their rooms. . The sexes dine aepasately. 

The dietary .regulations ace those which usually obtain in these institu*- 
tions. For breakfast the inmates have roast potatoes, sometimes beef, with 
bread and cofiee; for dinner they receive beef, rice or bean soup, sour- 
krout and other vegetables ; for supper, tea, coffee or mjlkansl bre$d. 

Thomas B. Faust, the steward, receives a salary of $800 ; the assistant 
steward, $200; the hospital steward $815 ; a hired man on the farm, $285. 
Two physicians are employed, and they are paid $100 each per annum. 
They visit twice a week, on alternate months. For extra visits' they receive 
$1 per visit ;ifor eases of parturition, $3; for fractures, $5* and forampu- 
ta&iou* $o. A teacher is paid $16 per month with board, for ten months ia 
the year* : All the rest of the leho.» on the farm and in the house is per- 
fi>«ned by the inmates. 

in the basement of ■ the hospital there is a place called the * % vagrants* 
hall,", which is. freqnently occupied] It lias* contained as many aa sixty at 
3 tilnei. On such occasions they do not allow the Behest a associate when 
it is possible to prevent 'it* l ■■ * '•■■». * - > > 

Beside the* building* already netioecVttoere is a small brick bouse, which 
is occupied aa a bakery and laundry in the basement, with shoemaker's,, 
weaver's and carpenter's «hops r and* a school froonr above. The school con* 
tiains>au average of about 35 peptts—about one4mlf of eaeh sex. In the 
sheep rag" carpets,' tew and flax linen ace wtoven* There are employed: one 
shoemaker and one weaver— feoth paupers. ,.The inmates manuiheture all 
the liard and sefVaoap* used in the institution,; and some for. sale. 

Preaching is had every alternate Sabbath, and all the inmates are pro- 
vided with /Bibles. There is no library. 

WILMAMSPORT CITY POOR HOUbK. 

fViaitod August 0,' 1870, with General Kanet J " 

This institution is situated im Lycoming township, Lycoming county, 
about one mile firoia the city ef Williamsport^- whose- poor 1 it <is ^^igned 
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to accommodate, and by whibh it/ is supported through taxation. It is a 
small frame house— one part three stories high, and theother two. It has 
five acres of grotttid, which is cultivated fttt the benefit of 1 the establish- 
ment. ' The building presents the appeaTance of a small country farm house, 
and ie capable of afl&rding accommodation for about twelve in mates. It! 
is conducted by Mrs. Hall, who is the matron. Her husband died last 
May, and she has continued- in charges-having* befeh connected with the 
institution sinee Hs' foundation, thirteen years ago. It cost, originally,' 
$1,200, and an addition to it has been siiice erected,- 'costing* about the 
same amount. The matron' receives three dollars pfer w^efc for boarding* 
each pauper, and pays no rent.* The city forhishesthe clothing and bedding 
for the house. At the time of my visit there werier five ittmates— three 1 
men and two women—- all old attd infirm, except one 1 woman', who i^ idiotic, 
and who assists the matron in het household duties. When she came to 
the house, she was' troublesome and difficult to manage, but %y indulgence' 
and kind treatment, she has been made quite useful, and perfbrms a reasons 
ble shate of labor. One man is blind. The breafcffcst and supper are very- 
much the same— consisting of coffee* bread arid Gutter, molasses, and some- 
times meat; for dinner, the inmates always receive meat and vegetables. 
The washing is done by the idiotic woman, and th£ cooking, 1 baking and 
cleaning, bj r the matron. The building is warmed with stoves. Water* id 
procured from a Well: The nursing is done by the ihat*btt, assisted at 
times by the idiotic female, previously mentioned. 

The financial affairs of the institution are managed by three directors; 
who occasionally visit the house, am* appoint the matron. The matron is 
motherly in her cafe, kind and assiduous in the performance of 'her dufctefc, 
and uses her best' endeavors to keep the 'apartments dean, and add to* the' 
comfprt of the inmates. ' * 

*fEkO*R ^OVNTY ALUFSHOOS*. * ' 

[Visited August 12, 1S70, In company with Gen. Kane J '\ 

This institution is located about one and a*half miierfrom the *tewn of 
Mercer, the county seat. The farm contains 112 acres, alt tufider a ei&t&df 3 
improvement, and cost $4,640. At this time it is estimated to be worth 
$5,600. The building is a two-story brick, and was erected in 1852. It 
covers an area of 85 by 40 feet, with a wing running back from one end 30 
by 20 feet. A hall runs longitudinally through the main building, and on 
one side of the wing: There are* 1L rooms on the first floor and 12 on the 
second. The present estimated value of the building is $£,0dt^ It is 
warmed by means of open flare places and coal grates; it has no rentHa*' : 
tion except by the doorw and windows. It is famished with water carried' 
from a spfingi It is drained by *h apart gutter, which extends stme dfeM ^ 
lance from the building. The estimated vataj* of the personal pt<opefty 4#«- 
$1,060* The institution is capable, of accommodating about ■ 00 inmaWdi ■ 
At the time of my visit there wem .46 inmates-*** of whom *©re children ; 
under 12 years -of ago. Of the whole number, 27 wens males and 1*3 fe- 
male*. Two- of the number were colored; The teexe* are ikep&i separate' at 
night, but not during the day. One illegitimate chM was bom within the - 
last seven years, the result of illicit intercourse during the residence of the 
mother in the house. The inrairtes hnvestraw beds; bat the steeping apart- 
ments are clean and comfortable. They are supplied with wholesome fbod- 
and in sufficient quantity . A physk'ian is employed at $?5 [>er annum, who - 
gives attendance when required. There haws been 3 i deafcUs^n tiettro ye&to 
and A-half, the time, of the present steward's occupancy of 'liis> position^ 
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Twenty children have bqeti bom in the same period. The inmates are pro- 
vided with Bibles, and occasionally there is, preaching in tfee house, Tbe*e 
is- no Sunday school, and the children are sent to the public school iu the 
neighborhood, Nearly on^half of $te women who enter the house for the 
purpose, of ly'wg-in are foreigners, and twer-thirds of these foreigners are of 
Irish birth. 

There is no epeci^l f pro vision, for the insane, and at this time there, is bat 
one inmate deprived of bis, reason* He js 33 years of age, and is subject 
tp violent paroxysms of mental derangement. . The steward considers it 
necessary to Heap him constantly under, restraint by opnfinement to his 
room. Previously to his admission to the house, in one of hie paroxysms, 
he killed his mother. with a ohair. Tbei$ are five .mmafces.in Dixmont from 
this county. , Only one haa been discharged, cured, and one died during 
t&e year 1869. Sometimes the insane are employed in the institution. Es- 
capes of persons, of this el%sa often otcur* The steward could not inform 
me how many cases of idiocy were in the house at this time., He thinks 
most of the inmates are feeble-minded. The case of * woman waa pointed 
out to me who had lesjb her . reason when, a glrit *od was now in a perfect 
state of dementia, wbieb was occasioned by a fright given, by. her father 
wrapping himself in a s,heet and suddenly presenting, himself before her. 
There are two deaf mutqs-c-one 10 years of age and the other 50« 
: The steward, receives $550 per annum, with board for himself and family. 
His wife officiates as the matron* . They are both spell •caleujated for their 
respective, dutjee, and they h%ve had sufficie.pt experience tp enable them to 
tUschar,gG their duties with satisfaction. I .have found but few occupying 
these places who understand their duties better oi? perform them more con- 
scientiousjy. On the farm, one man is hired at $21 pes month, with board 
and washing. Two-thirds of the labor is performed by the paupers. 

Like many similar institutions, the buildings are very poorly suited for 
the accommodation of the inmates. They arQiin want of thorough repairs, 
or, what would be mnch better a,n4more in- conformity w4th, the spirit of 
the age, a new house. I presume the time is not distant, when the liberal 
apd intelligent eituena.of Mercer county wMI take measures to supply this 
necessity for their poor. 

j • MIFFLIW COUNTY ALMSHOUSE. 

* •- '(Watted Au^tit ft, 1870.'] ; ' 

-The poor house of Mifflin county is a brick building, situated on the- bank 
of the Kishaooquillas oteek, about onejuid a half miles from Lewistown. 
It is two stories high beside the *attio, and was formerly the private resit- 
dance of a gentleman from whom it waspuarohaaedby the county ftyr a poor 
house. It stands; a shorfedistanee from the voady with a amAll yard in fro»t, 
shaded vjritb a few tvees. The house was erected in 1841, and * he farm con* 
tains 800 acres of iancl, all under » state of cultivation. It cost- $16*000. 
The main building ie 40 feet front and 46- feet deep, with a 'hall running' 
through the oeatuft feom front to back. A wing nms back, from the centre 
building, 4& feet deep and 4 8 feet wide. The front builditig jcontatns nine 
rooms and ,the wingf ihuee* The rooms in the wing are entered- from a piaaza. 

.Within «sbjort distance of the above edifice there is aaotherbriek build- 
ing, which is occupied by: the steward and hia family. It has a large attic, 
and four cells m the basement* three of which haw a small windewandone 
is entirely dark. This building contained no paupers,. The kitchen was in 
tne basement, which was also used as the dining- room. A small frame 
building in.tbenyardrwas used o&i* laundry and bake house, with >a small 
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stone building attached fbfr a smfcke htaute. Theresas * seteotid small frame 
house near by, eofltainirig a bed, fh "which o&e 1 or 'niore- persons occasion- 
ally slept at night. '' ' l " ' A 

The steward reeefves-$5$0 per annum, ^ffth board fbr self and family. 
Two men are emptoyedon the'tarm* at $16 #er month* and board, each, and 
no other labor is hired except in harvest. The paupers do the washing, 
nursing and sewing. A woman fahi'red ab dtfok, at $1 W jter^eefe. 1 There 
is no school I fbr the children. There is prayer*&eetrog on Sunday after- 
noon, but no ^teaching in the hoflset The inmates are allowed to' go to 
■ehurch, but seidtan a*rail J themselves of the privilege. They have no bath- 
ing appliam<*es* ' :.... 

They are supplied 'with rye cbflfee, bread, sdup, meat,' vegetables and once 
a day salt fish. l When sfek they receive sueh>feod as is suitable to their 
conditio*. A-pbysieiatals employed, at a salary of $830 per anntrtn, who 
visits the house 1 once a week, and at arty other tiniewhen his 1 services are 
required. The building is -warmed by means of a stbve In eaefc? rcfom. Ft 
has no ventilation, except what is obtained through the windows and doors. 
No water-closets are 'ptovideic* iri the' house; and it is supplied with water 
from a pump and carried irito the* different parts of the building. 

At the time of my inspection it contained 30 inmates — 12 males, one of 
whom waft colored, arid 16 ffcmaled, dne Colored,***! three children. Twelve 
were considered insane. <hie female had a chain at her ankle, having been 
in the house about one month. One colored fettrate wus idiotic and ot*e 
male wa% Mitfd. There were ho itfsane from this county rit other irtdtitu- 
tions. f The buildings Were not^n good repair. There is ho suitable pro- 
vision for the insane. The institution riee<fs improvement, but I have no 
special complaints against ftfc 'management by the steward; The steward 
being absent at the time of my visit,' I tfas obliged 'to depend fbr my infor- 
mation upon a, lad, who I understood to be his son. fle conducted 'me 
through the buildings, khd seemed anxious to afford' me every facility in 
his power to make one acquainted With their condition. ' 

MONTGOMERY COtTffTt ' ALMSHOUSE ; ' ' 
[Visited July 21, 1870.] 

The building occupied n& the M^nfcgemery eotrhty poor house was de- 
stroyed by fire in 1821, and re-built in the same year. The farm contains 
295 acres, about 12 of which are in wood. There are four buildings for the 
accommodation of the Inmates, whieh are constructed of stone. The main 
building is two etories high, beside the attic, and is 100 feet long atid 40 
feet wide. The Stewart, John I>. Hurit&ecker, resides, with his family, In 
tfcte building. Tfc* building te Supplied >with water from a spring^ at 1 * 
sufficient elevation. ' It fe capalfle of aecomnibd&ting 2 6K* inmates. At ttife 
time of my visit- it contained 191. Ninety-nine* were white iriaie adults add 
four colored. There were twenty*ffve children from infancy 1 up to 13 years 
of age. Eighteen were insane, all ehronie cases, confined in celld and yardSL 
None were ehalned. Five were at the State Lunatic hospital at EEa'rris- 
burg. Two wwe entirely blind and fbnr partly so. Seven were MiOtie^- 
ftve boys, one girl, arid one old man. Two men were tdeaf itftites. 

There is no schoolln the heuse,' though one Wa8 fbmoferly taught by a 
pauper, but discontinued.' Occasionally there Is preaching ih the hou,&. 
Most of the inmates 'are provided with Bibles. All the buildings- art 
warmed with stoves $ **cep* the hospital. There are no bathing accom- 
modations. ■ <; " 

Another buikirng ^ the prentfsee, which is bccupied^by the inmate*; fe 
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three stories high, beside the basement* lias 50 feet Jong and $5 fee* wide. 
The. lower story of this building is occupied by the colored inmates. 
Another building, which is called the hospital, is occupied by the Insane 
and thesick. The* accommodations provided in all these buildings are en- 
tirely insufficient for the r number .of poor which the county is required to 
support. The house, however, is kept as dean > and comfortable as possi- 
ble, under the existing condition of affairs. 

We are. glad, to learn. that the. authorities are making, arrangements to 
erect a new building on the farm, which will cost about $100*000, It is 
to be a stone edifice, and will stand on an elevated site, some distance from 
the present buildings. The centre building will be 50 feet front and 50 
feet deep, with a wing on each side 100 *feet long, all three stories high, in- 
cluding the basement. In the rear of the building there will be erected a 
hospital for the insane* The plans and. specifications have 'all been pre* 
paired by Mr. Sims, of Philadelphia, who is the architect, and the work* will 
be commenced during* the present year and finished in 1871. 

NORTHAMPTON eOUJtTlf ALMSHOUSE* 
[VisitedJulJ 1, 1870.] 

The Northampton county poor house is situated about nine miles west 
of Easton, and two miles west of Nazareth. The farm contains 3.65 acres 
of good laud* mostly under, cultivation. 

There are three buildings occupied by-the inmates. . Number one is a sub- 
stantial stone building, and was erected in 1835. It embraces an area of 
90 by 40 feet, with a longitudinal hall through the. centre. It. has two 
stories, beside the basement and attic The kitchen, and dining rooms are 
in' the basement. The men and women dine separately. . This, with all the 
other buildings, is warmed by, steam. It is occupied by the ate ward and 
his, family y and a portion of the paupers. This building and number two are 
supplied with water from, a well by means. of a steam pump. 

Number two is a brick building, and is called the hospital. It has two 
stories, beside the attic. Jt was built in l&£4, and is SO by 30 feet in area. 
It is occupied by the sick,, crippled, old and, infirm. Of this class there 
were 45 at the time of my visit. The sexes are not kept separate in this 
building during the day. In each of the other buildings they are entively 
separated at all times. . • 

Number three is also a brick building, and was erected in 1861 for the 
accommodation of the insane. It occupies a space of 66 by 3$ feet and 
is three stories high* excluding the. attic. On the first floor it contains 
eleven rooms, with a water-closet on each. These rooms are ocoupied by 
the males. 1% is supplied with water from a well by means of a hand pump, 
which forces this water into tanks in the upper part of the building. The 
second and third stories are occupied by the females. Thirty-five inmates 
were contained in this building, under the care of a superintendent, who re- 
ceives $300 yearly for his services; The time of their residence, in the in- 
stitution varied from one to fifteen years, except one, who has. been an in- 
mate about two months, and who is under medical treatment, . 

At the time of, my visit the institution contained 185 inmates* • Of these, 
45 were drildren-r^lexen of, whoj» were, under one year of age; 4 were 
blind} 3 males and 1 female; there was, I deaf mute, a female.;; 6 idiotic, and 
35 insane ; nearly a>U< chronic cases- A school was in operation, which num- 
.bered twelve, pupils — all boys. The teacher was a pauper. . 

The steward, who was absent at the time of my inspection, receives $600 
salary* A hifed m#n on. the iajm, receives $350. The keeper of the insane 
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is employed at $300 yearly* Two physician* receive each $100 per annum. 
An engineer, who also is engaged at tailoring, get* $96 a year. Two hired 
girls receive each $2 25 per week. A shoemaker is employed at $4 per 
month, and a baker (a pauper) at tbirty*one dents per week. All the rest of 
the work dona in the house? or on the farm, is performed by the paupers. " 
AH the buildings are in reasonable order, and are provided with suitable 
beds and bedding for the comfortable lodgment of the inmates.* Every 
proper attention is given to promote cleanliness and comfort. The food is 
substantial, well cooked and nutritious. 

PBRBY OOUOTY ALMSHOUS*. 

[Visited August 30, 1870.] 

This establishment is located at Loysville, ten miles south-west from 
New Bloomfleld, the comity seat. The farm contains one hundred' and 
eighty acres. The buildings consist of two brick houses, each two Atories 
high, beside the basement. 

The first building. Which is the residence of the steward and his family, 
covers an area of forty-five by thirty feet, I could hot learn when it was 
erected, but it bears evidence of having been built at no very recent periods 
The second building, which Is the main edifice for the accommodation of the 
inmates, was erected about thirty years ago. It is sixty by 'thirty-five feet. 
The kitchen, wash-room, ironing and dining rooms* are all in the basement of 
this building* The 6am* dining room is used for both sexes, but they occupy 
differesfctables* The first story has a hallj extending lengthwise through the 
building. This story has nine rooms— including a clothes roomf, 1a nursery 
for children, and what is called a "dead room." The women occupy this 
story. The second story is occupied by the men— ^though three women lodge 
here-— two with their husbands-^one being a widow: The sexes are now kept 
strictly separate, as I am informed. This building is warmed "by means of 
stoves, and supplied witlrwater forced from aepftog. The4mikiingisoia,and 
very *nuo£i out of repair. Neither are the plan and accommodation* what 
they should be in such an institution. It Was-, therefore, a source of iio 
little gratification, to be informed that the authorities fttfetid to erect a new 
house during the ensuing year. 

They have a third building on these premises, which is caRed ifce^mad 
house." It ia twenty by twenty-five feet, and is one etdry hfyfa. It* has 
eight cells for this class of persens. It contained two inmates at the time 
of my inspection— both men. They occupied different rooms. One *was 
lodgingon straw on theftoor, and wassaidto be tery filthy in his hhblts^-the 
other waain bed — but bsth rooms wene dean. The doors of these rooms 
were made of wooden slats, and the windows giving' Kght to the eells, were 
of gooddinieuskms. The house was warmed by means of a stcfve in the 
hall.., a - i, ... ■/ '■•'••. ^ .-.•... - : " 

The steward receives a salary of $500. He hires one man on Hie farm, 
whom he pays oufof M* own salary. All the rest of the vfork is done by 
the panpevs. All the wotk-done in the house, including -the* nursing, is 
either performed by the tnafcron or the inmates. ! 

The house contained, at this time, sixty inmates— about- thirty of each 
sex. f&x are children ander eight -years of ftge-/ two are idsane-^-both 
males ; two blijid— one of each sex. A physician attends the institution 
twice a week, and as much oftener as necessary. He receives a'sWary of 
$80 per annum.. Three children wove born to the house during* the past 
year. 

The absence of the -steward prevented <nto from -pr^eefrirtjj^ll^he info 
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mation .desired In relation to the institution, and its m a nagement, the present 
year.* The steward and his wife, who acts as matron, seem to be doing 
all the j can to keep those under their care comfortable* I hope the neir 
hoase will soon be ereeted, for ii is greatly needed* In its construction, I 
trust proper attention will be given to the plans and improvements which 
modem builders have introduced into these institutions, and which I re- 
gard as indispensable to the health, comfort and morals of the inmates. 

PHILADELPHIA ALM8WHJ8*. 

February 25, 1870, I visited this institution, with Mr. Harrison. It is 
eligibly located on the west bank of the river Schuylkill, in West Philadel- 
phia. It occupies a beautiful site, facing: the south-east, with the ground 
gently sloping to the river. The farm contains 181 acres. About eight 
acres have been recently sold to the University of Pennsylvania for eight 
thousand dollars per acre, leaving 179 acres still connected with the insti- 
tution. This purchase was made by the university with a view of erecting 
new buildings for that institution, which it is in contemplation to remove 
from its present location. The steward informed me that the present es- 
timated value of the real estate connected with the almshouse was about 
$3,000,000. The walls surrounding the buildings enclose about fourteen 
acres, and the buildings themselves about ten acres. The buildings are so 
constructed as to occupy the four sides of a quadrangular piece of ground, 
with a yard in the centre, containing shops, laundry, bakery, boiler house, 
and other necessary buildings. They are substantially constructed of 
stone, three stories high, including the basement. 

The buildings have capacity to accommodate conveniently about 3,000 
inmates. At this date they number 3,789. The sexes are kept eatirely sepa- 
rate day and night, a wall having been erected between the departments. 
The buildings were erected between the years 1827 and 1832. The first 
inmates were removed from the old almshouse in the city to these build- 
ings in the autumn of 1832. The present steward, Marshall Henszey, has 
occupied this position for twelve years, and seems to possess the entire 
confidence of the managers. 

Religious services are observed in the house twice on the Sabbath. There 
is no regular chaplain, bnt neighboring clergymen officiate in the insane, 
as well as in the other departments A Sabbath school is held in the chil- 
dren's asylum. 

The food is abundant, wholesome and well prepared. Those in the out 
wards have soup for dinner on Wednesdays and Saturdays. Meat is 
boiled in the soup, and they receive the soup one day and tfce meat the 
next* On Friday they have cod fish, or mush and molasses, according to 
circumstances. In the winter pork and sour*krout are occasionally used. 
Vegetables are seldom given, except in the soup. Good bread in abun- 
dance is furnished them. At breakfast they receive coflfee and bread— the 
coffee is sweetened with molasses in the mente department, and in the wo- 
men's sugar is allowed. No meat is given for breakfast. Fof supper they 
receive tea and bread. The diet of the hospital is entirely under the direc- 
tion of the physicians. 

The house is principally supplied with wearing apparel through the labor 
of the inmates, who weave tjie fabrics and manufacture them into cloth- 
ing, making also nearly all 'the shoes worn in the institution; The men are 
generally clad in uniform costumes, but no uni&rmity is observed in cloth* 
ing the females. 

The medical department of this institution is well organised. There are 
23 
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four attending physician*, four surgeons, aqd four accoucheurs. They, visit 
twice a week, and give advice and assistance to the.resident physicians, of 
whom there are ten— young men who have taken their degrees at soipe 
reputable medical college, and receive their board fox their services* . Nabc 
of the attending physicians receive compensation for their, services. . 

Clinics are held twice a week by. the attending physicians, when lectures 
are delivered and numerous operations are performed. 

During the year 1868 there were treated in the hospital department 6,202 
cases. Of these, 3,914 were cured, 1,605 relieved, 663 not relieved, 4,592 
discharged, 567 died, aud 809 remained in the institution at the close of the 
year. 

In visiting the medical ahd surgical wards of the hospital I found, a large 
number of patients, but every appearance of comfort and cleanliness was 
present. The beds were neat, and well provided with suitable clothing* 
The ventilation of the Wards was remarkably good, when we take into ac- 
count the character and number of the inmates. No disagreeable.odors 
were noticed, although the windows *wei$ closed, thus proving the system 
of ventilation in use was successful.' Of ( this I shall speak more parties 
larly hereafter. 

The children's department was under the care of an excellent matron, 
whose heart seemed to be devoted to her work, and whom I thought pecu* 
liarly qualified for her responsible and Christian duties. The dormitory 
for bays was in good condition. The mattresses were mada of moss, -and 
placed on iron bedsteads. Two slept in one bed, but the beds were, of suffir 
cient size to afford ample room and comfort. The room contained twenty? 
six beds. The girls' dormitory was furnished similarly to that of the boys. 
It contained 16 double beds. In an adjoining room I was shown the found- 
lings, only two in number, about four weeks old, and very feeble in appear- 
ance. I was informed by the matron, who accompanied .me, and who has 
had & long experience in her present position, that about 90 percent, of 
these children, forsaken by their mothers, perish. In the infirmary there 
were 38 children. There was no serious case of disease, however, among 
them. In the lying-in department I found 57 women and 55 children. 

The insane department occupies the building on the western side of. the 
square. In this part of the institution I found 744 inmates — 303 males 
and 441 females. This department is under the .care ,of a very competent 
superintendent, Dr.' D. D. Richardson, who resides in the building, and 
gives his entire attention to the duties of the position. He has an assist* 
ant, who is also required to perform the duties of clerk, for which he jre» 
ceives- $25 per month. This department is as well managed as could be 
expected jn its densely, crowded condition. There are not accommodations 
for more than .500 patients, and yet their number, reaches 744, and is 
constantly increasing. The apartments are neat and clean, the bedding 
in good £r<Jer j: and the ventilation as satisfactory as possible, with, the 
crowded state; of the. department. It is impossible to preserve a proper 
classification of ttie inmates in the present buildings, and this is manifestly, 
the great, defect of this department. Everything is done that could be by 
the resident physician to make this department a comfortable home for this 
unfortunate class, but unless more room is provided, so as to admit a more 
perfect classification, his efforts. to restore them to health, or even afford 
them a, comfortable residence, must, be greatly thwarted. . I presume the 
intelligent board of managers of this . institution* sustained by the .en-, 
lightened and philanthropic public sentiment of the city, will soon provide 
for the better accommodation of this numerous and increasing portion of 
her population. 
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Since my visit to this institution, the Board of Public Charities having 
adopted a resolution calling the attention of thfe guardians of the pftor and 
the councils of the city of Philadelphia to the condition of this depart- 
ment, and appointed two of their number, Messrs. Harrison and Clyiner, 
to confcT with the authorities, measures have been adopted to increase the 
accommodations for the insane in this institution. Upon the subject being 
laid before the councils, both branches, with commendable promptitude, 
unanimously appropriated $10,000 to this object ; and a plan has been pre- 
pared by Mr. Addison Hutton, a competent architect, which has been 
adopted, and the additional building is in the course of construction^ This 
arrangement will increase the accommodations for 180 inmates. 

I do not regard this improvement as sufficient to relieve entirely the wants 
of this class of the poor of the city of Philadelphia. It wiU, however, 
afford some temporary relief, which, in the crowded condition, was abso- 
lutely necessary, on the score of humanity. I trust the day is not far dis- 
tant when the enlightened and benevolent public sentiment of this city will 
cause the erection of a separate institution for her insane poor, on a more 
eligible site, with sufficient capacity to accommodate at least one thousand 
inmates. Until this is done, this unfortunate class of her dependent poor 
will not receive that protection and treatment to which they are justly en- 
titled, and the citizens of Philadelphia will not have discharged the obliga- 
tions under which, in the providence of God, they have been placed. 

The entire buildings are warmed by steam. In the area enclosed by the 
buildings the boiler-house is located, which contains six boilers, supplying 
all the heat which is necessary to warm the entire structure. The pipes 
conveying the steam are conducted into air-chambers in the basement, whence 
the heated air is admitted into the different flues, passing to each story and 
apartment of the edifice. There is a flue for warm air terminating in each 
story, by a stop in the flue immediately above the, register. For ventilation 
the arrangement is simple, but serves its purpose admirably. Near to the 
registers for the admission of the hot air there are openings in wooden 
flues near the floor, which receive the foul air of the chamber and carry it 
into the warm air flue immediately above the register. In this way the 
warm flue gives circulation to the air, which draws from the room the foul 
air and passes it off at the top of the building. The warm air thus enter- 
ing the chamber makes a forced ventilation by keeping up a constant cir- 
culation in the room and through the flues. This mode of ventilation is 
founded upon the idea that the foul air of a room is not in Its upper por- 
tion, but near the floor. As the warm air, which is lighter than either cold 
air or carbonic acid gas, ascends as soon as it enters the chamber, the 
heavier air must descend, and finds its exit through the foul air flues. The 
theory is in accordance with sound, philosophical principles, and experi- 
ence in this and other institutions fully verifies it. How this method would 
operate in the warm seasons, without occasionally passing hot air through 
the building, is doubtful. I believe this expedient is resorted to once or 
twice a week in this institution. In the winter season, when it is necesary 
to employ hot air to warm the building, the plan is a good one, and, being 
attended with so little expense, I commend it to other institutions. 

This institution is provided with ample means for bathing ; and such, in- 
mates as are in a condition to use the bath, are required to do so once a 
week in summer. During the winter it is optional, unless they neglect them- 
selves so as to render it necessary, and then they are required to use it. 
On admission to the house all are required to bathe, unless their condition 
is such as to render it impracticable or improper. 

There is a paid nurse in each department, but their assistants are pau- 



Digitized by 



Google 



276 BOARD OP PUBLIC CHARITIES. 

pers. The farmer is paid, but all the rest of the labor on the farm in per- 
formed by the paupers. In 1868 the amount earned by manufacturing id 
the house was $26,478 08. 

The following occupations are pursued in the institution : Shoemaking t 
tailoring, carpentering, plumbing, tinning, painting, weaving, coopering* 
biacksmithing, upholstering and soapmaking. These occupations are not 
pursued with a view of selling the articles manufactured, which are used 
in the house, and but little wages are paid to any of those engaged. In 
some cases a small amount is paid per month for superintending the work, 
varying from $2 to $5. 

There is a fine medical library connected with the institution, containing 
5,000 volumes. ... 

The net cost of the house for 1868 was $819,939 77. The net cost of the 
out-door department was $83,704 49. 

Whatever deficiency exists, after using the productions of the farm and 
the house, is supplied from the city treasury. The appropriations ace made 
by councils ; and the warrants to that amount are drawn by the guardians 
of the poor, in accordance with existing ordinances. 

The steward informed me that according to his best judgment, at least 
two-thirds of all the pauperism in the bouse was owing either directly or 
indirectly to the use of intoxicating liquors. 

SCHUYLKILL COUNTY ALMSHOUSE. 

, [Visited April 14, 1870.] 

The poor house of Schuylkill county is situated near Schuylkill Haven, 
about three miles from Pottsville. The farm contains 385 acres, valued at 
$100 per acre. The buildings are estimated to be worth $100,000. The 
main building was erected in 1833, and covers an area of 90 by 48 feet. 
It is three stories high, constructed of brick, and in a good condition. . 

The new brick building, which has just been completed, intended, for the 
accommodation of the insane, is a substantial and well arranged structure, 
three stories high and is 82 by 42 fefet in area. It has a wing naming baek 
25 by 20 feet, and contains, altogether, 38 rooms, and cost about $25,000. 
All the buildings are three stories in height, except the old stone house, 
formerly used for the insane, but now converted into and used as a lying-in 
department. It is two stories high, and is 60 feet long and 32 feet wide, 
with a back building 20 feet square. 

At this time there were 340 inmates. The number of adult males in the 
house on the 1st of January last was 169; females, 110— of these, 5 were 
colored, 47 insane and idiotic, 80 under medical treatment, 24 boys and 22 
girls under twelve years of age. On the occasion of my visit the house 
contained 9 or 10 cases of idiocy, 3 blind and 2 deaf mutes, one of whom 
was 60 years of age. The average number in the house during the year 
was 333. Lodging and meals were furnished to 2,213 persons. About 30 
children are born in the house annually. 

The males occupy the lower story of the hospital, and the females the 
upper story. The sexes are not kept entirely separate in day time. There 
is a school in the house, containing about 20 children, who are instructed 
by a male pauper. The inmates are furnished with the ordinary diet of 
these institutions, consisting of wholesome and substantial food. Their 
breakfast consists of tea or coffee, and bread— those who work receive 
meat. At dinner they are furnished with soup, and sometimes meat and 
vegetables. Supper is usually the same as breakfast. The old and feeble 
receive meat at every meal, if th0y desire it. 
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The steward receives a salary of $800, and his wife, as matron, receives 
$200* The principal physician receives $700, and visits three times a week, 
and as much oftener as his services are required. The assistant physician 
aetsatee -as clerk to the institution, and receives $600. Two hired men 
on the form aire paid each $23 per month* One man is paid for working in 
the garden, one for shoemaking, on* as baker, and one male and one fe- 
male are paid as nurses. A few paupers are paid seventy-five cents per 
week for cooking and washing. The bedsteads are iron^ the bedding is of 
straw, with blankets for covering. 

The inmates are furnished with Bibles, but there are. no* religious ser- 
vices in the house ; there is no Sunday: school, no library 

Employment is given to those who are able to work. Some are engaged 
in blaoksmithing \ some as carpenters, and some *& shoemakers. Most of 
the shoes used in the institution are made by the .inmates.. The clothing 
is made by -a paid pauper, assisted by the females in the house. 

At present there are no appliances for bathing but when the additional 
supply of water, for whiohr ample preparations are being made, is obtained, 
this excellent sanitary measure will be introduced. .... 

What is called the " sick building v is three stories high, and includes an 
area of 8G by 40 feet. The women'a nursery 1s in one end of this building, 
the men's surgical ward occupies the other/ end and contains twelve beds. 
There are two male medical wards in the second story, each containing 12 
beds. The infirmary at this date contains 80 .person*, principally old and 
infirm. This building contains four wards, two in each story, and has 
altogether 19 rooms. The cost of medicine for the last year was $268 03. 
The cost of keeping each pauper was about $& per week. The amount ap- 
propriated by the commissioners during the last year was $37,345 SI ; 
$7,662 04 of this sum were expended for out-door relief, $681 for tobacco, 
and for repairs and improvements to the building, $1,382 08. The products 
of the farm amounted to $3,759 24, leaving a net profit of $5,191 61. 

This institution afibrds a comfortable home to a large number of feeble, 
sick and dependent persona, and those who have charge of it are moved 
by. proper motives of humanity. The new building erected for the accom- 
modation of the insane is quite creditable to the county, and w)ien occupied 
and placed under the care of a competent superintendent, this! class of her 
unfortunate popalttion will be as well provided for as in any other county 
in the State. 

WARREIC COUNTY ALMSHOUSE. 
[ VIStted August 17, 1870i in company with Gen. Kane,] 

The Warren county poor house is situated about 9 miles south* west of 
tbe town of Warren, on the tine of the Sunbury and Brie railroad. The 
farm contains 406 acres, and cost $13,500. It is now estimated to be worth 
$30,000. The building was erected in 1866, at a cost of about $23,000. 
The personal property is estimated at $3,240. The main edifice, with a 
wing, is constructed of brick, two stories high, beside the basement, which 
is of stone. It stands on- an enclosed lawn, without shade, fronting the 
railroad. It is 100 feet long and 40 wide, with a wing running back from 
the east end 40*feet deep and 20 wide. A hall runs through the centre of 
the main building from front to back, in, which is erected the staircase. A 
passage runs longitudinally from the west end of the main building to the 
centre hall. This passage is shut off from the main hall by a close door. 
The steward and fatniiy occupy the West end of the main building. The 
east end of the first story is divided into five rooms, one of which is large, 
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and is used by the women as a sewing aod spinning apartment* . On the 
second story of the west end is a passage as below* with a large room; on 
one side and. five small rooms on the other. The rooms hare no, transoms 
over the doors. This apartment i&oeQupied by the females* /The attic con* 
tains two large rooms, which are lighted by a window in each end of the 
buildings The second story of the east end oonMinaiive rooms On one side 
of the hall and three on the other,, which are occupied Jbgr. /the males. 

The first story of the wing is divided into two rooms, which are occupied 
by the men as sitting rooms — occasionally one is used as a (dormitory. On 
the second floor there are three rooms, twoof wbioh ba*e windows, and doors 
with wooden slats, while the other is occupied a* a school room. The 
kitchen and laundry are in the basement of the wing, . Water runs into the 
basement from a spring ; and I was informed that it is the intention- to put ; 
tanks into the attic for receiving' rain water from .the ropfv, The basement 
in the east end of the main building is principally used: as a dining room.. 
for both sexes. Two furnaces in the basement heat the main, building* . 
There are no flues to conduct the warm air to. the chambers, but it is ad- 
mitted into the halls, and the rooms are warmed by opening the chamber 
doors to receive the warm air from the passages. The cellar is in the west 
end of the main building* There are no water-closets* and the inmates are 
without bathing appliances. The house is in good order, and the steward: awl 
matron give general satisfaction. The table of * the inmates is abuadantty 
provided with good food* The steward receives $150 for the services jof 
himself and wife. . One man is engaged on the farm at $23 per month.. 
One woman is employed in the house at $3 per week. The pauper labor 
on the farm is estimated to be equal to the work of two mea* ; and the same 
kind of service in the house as equivalent to that of two women. 

At the date of my visit the house contained 40 inmates—about an equal 
number of eaoh sex. Eight were children under 16 years of age $ four were 
insane — three females, and one male. A physician ia ■called whenever his. 
services are required, for which he is paid his usual ikes. 

This house was erected and is supported- without- any taxation .upon : 
the county. It is •called "The Bouse hospital," after Henry R. Rouse, 
through whose generous benefaction it was established- A beautiful mooAir - 
mentj erected to his memory, stands on the lawn nearly ict front of the buiWr 
ingrfrom which is gathered the following notice of this estimable fcne&etar 
of his race: -.-•::. 

"He bequeathed the residue of bis estate, in trust, to the commissioner* 
of Warren county — one-half the interest thereof to be expended on the 
roads, and one-half ibr the benefit of the poor of said county. Be was born 
hi Westfield, New York, October 9, 1823. Died from injuries received a$ 
the burning of an oil well, April 18, 1861. He was it wo years a member of 
the Legislature, and was a pioneer in the development of petroteupa ift 
Western Pennsylvania.' 7 

I was informed that the sum of $76,000 is invested under the provisions* 
of his will ; the interest of which, with .the productions of the farm,, is : ample 
to meet all the demands upon the county for the support of the poor. 
Surely such beneficence commends itself to the best feelings of our nature. 

POOR HOUSE FOB THE BOROUGH OF jaONESBAUk, AKD T«B TOWNSHEP OF TEXAS; 
INiTHE COUNTY Of WAYN*. .,1. 
' ' [VlsttedJuneas, iwaj f ' - 

. . I- • ji .••••■. ' . » • '• 

This house is situated* about four and a-ha\f jnilas from the. borough, of 

Honesdale, the county seat of Wayne county, in the township of Berlin* 
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It- has beeii established at the expense of the borough of Hohesdale and 
the township of Texas, and is for the acoommodation of their poor. The 
farm contains 118 acres, most of which is under a feir state of cultiva- 
tion* improving under the skillful management of an industrious and judi- 
ckrafe former. 

The building consists of a small frame, painted white, and located near 
a spring of good water. Everything bears an appearance of comfort, and 
is neatly kept by the steward and his wife, who arein eharge. The steward 
receives but $860 per annum for his services. A tax is levied on the tax- 
payers of the borough and township for its support. It is capable of ac- 
commodating about 24 inmates. » At present it contains only 6. Occasion- 
ally persons are received from other townships of the county* which pay 
$S per week 'for the board of each of their paupers. In all other parts of 
the county the township system is in operation, but no house is owned by 
any other township for the accommodation of the poor. There is no county 
poor housed ...',- 

' ' WESTMORELAND COUNTY ALMSHOUSE. 
^ * [Visited October 17, 1870.] . '. 

The form which Is appropriated to the supp&rt and employment of the 
poor of this county contains 180 acres of good land and cost $6,000. It 
is located about three miles south of the borough of Greensburg. Its pre- 
sent estimated value is $22,500 ; personal property, $2,500. The house is 
a brick structure, and stands upon an eminence near the public road. It 
covers an area of 100 by 50 feet, and is two stories high, exclusive of the 
basement. A hall 12 feet wide runs longitudinally through the building 
in the first Story. This story contains 10 rooms, and is occupied princi- 
pally by the females. It contains a dining room for both sexes, but they 
occupy different sides of the room. The second story contains 11 rooms, 
and is occupied by the males. A large room immediately over the dining 
room is used for the males who do not go down to meals. It contains a 
few beds for the infirm. The basement is used for a kitchen, laundry and 
bakery. A part of it id occupied as a cellar. In the north-east part of the 
basement eight cells are constructed for the insane. This apartment is 
warmed by stoves in the hall. It has miserable ventilation, there being no • 
transoms over the doors, or other provision for .this' purpose, except what 
is furnished by the windows and doors. This is the most defective feature 
of thfe building, and needs improvement* 

The building is altogether warmed by means of grates and stoves, and 
isventilated by the doors and windows* Both stories have transoms over 
the doors. Water is provided from wells and a cistern, but must be car- 
ried into the house, There are no water-closets, and no bathing appli- 
ances. - Everything* mast be carried from the house by hand add emptied 
into a cess-pool, whence it is carried by a drain which discharges into the 
crfcek. 

At the date of my visit the house contained 111 inmates*— 65 males and 
46 -females* Four children were under 15 years of age ; six, insane — three 
of each sex, all chronic eases. There were five oases in Dixmont. Twenty- 
five were regarded as idiotic — 10 males and 15 females. Five were blind- 
all males. There was one deaf mute, a male. 

The steward, Harrison Wilson, receives a salary of $700. One man is 
hired on the farm, at $250 per annum, but ia paid by the steward, not by 
the county. Occasionally additional help is hired on the farm, especially 
in harvest time. During last harvest $43 were paid for these services. The 
steward estimates the labor on the farm done by the paupers as equal to 
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throe good hands. In the house all the work is done by the inmates aud 
the steward's family, who make all the ciothingy and do all thfe nursing and 
bouse work* The shoes are purchased. The physician receives & salary of 
$250, and visits twice a treek, and at any other time, if necessary. There 
have been three births in the house since the first of January last, and sev- 
enteen inmates died during . the same period, two of. wbom were insane 
males. : . . •••.•./•..-.,..:...* • 

The steward and his wife, wfeotcts as matron, perform their duties with 
satisfaction. So far as they can, they make those under their care reasona- 
bly comfortable. . The insane department, however, is not what it ought to 
be, audi feel it my duty to suggest to the authorities of Westmoreland 
county more suitable accommodations for thiB unfortunate class of hu- 
manity. They are helpless and dependent, and unless those whose duty it 
is to watch over and care .for them are earnest in their efforts to provide 
for their wants, they, must greatly suffer. - . The entire house would be much 
improved by a better system of ventilation and heating, and by the intro- 
duction of water-closets, and a more abundant supply of water. 

The cost of keeping ea<?h. inmate per week during the last year was $1 45. 
There was paid for outdoor relief about $3,600. Occasionally there is 
preaching on the Sabbath, but there is ho Sunday or secular school. 

YOEK COTTNSfY ALMSHOUSE. 

[Visited -April 27, 1870, accompanied by Mr. Harrison.] 

This institution i& located in the borough of York, on a good fairm adjoin- 
ing the prison. The farm contains about one hundred and ninety acres — 
one hundred and forty of which are under a good state of cultivation, and 
fifty, woodland. * The main building i» constructed of brick, painted, and 
covered with tin. It is conveniently situated, and can accommodate about 
four hundred and fifty inmates. This building is one hundred and thirteen 
feet long, and forty-two feet wide. It is two and a-half stories high, besides 
the basement. It is warmed by means of the old fashioned wood stoves. 
The working portion of the inmates occupy this burWing^-the west wing 
being appropriated to the women, and the east wing to the men. Thewash- 
ing and mending are *lone in.the women's apartment. The men ham a 
large room in which they congregate for amusement or social enjoyment* 

The additions to the hospital, which were erected in 1859, under the 
auspices of Louis L. Long, have made this building a convenient and com- 
modious structure, covering altogether an area of one hundred and thirty- 
eight feet front, by one hundred and thirty deep. Thfe centre of this iraild- 
ing is forty-six feet front— to which a wing of forty-six feet front has been 
added on each side, running back one hundred and thirty feet— leaving the 
space in the rear of the centre building and between the wings to be occu- 
pied as a yard. This building is three and a-half stories high, and is 
covered with slate. It is well supplied with water from the borough, for 
which $250 per annum is paid. It is provided with convenient water- 
closets in the different stories, but they were in a filthy condition. In some 
of the apartments they were used in common by both sexes. Provision is 
made for warming this building by four air furnaces — with a register open- 
ing into each room. All the colored inmates occupy the basement, in which 
they have a kitchen for their own use. On the second story, the men 
occupy the east, and the women the west wing. There is, however, no 
proper arrangement for keeping the sexes separate when outside of the 
house. During the day time they associate to some extent. 

The dietary of this institution is about the same as in most other county 
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poor .houses* For breakfast the inmates receive coffee, bread and molasses. 
For dinner, vegetable soup ; .and meat on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week, and fish on Friday. For supper they get bread, with either tea or 
chocolate. The working men ore allowed balf a gill of whiskey twice a 
day. •■<.-... 

The insane occupy the- second story of the hospital building, but they are 
not as well cared for as they might be* Six were confined in separate 
rooms*~two males and four females; four others were at large ; and none 
were in irons, Otterinsane white woman, who has been in the house about 
two years, was in a state of nudity. Her cell was commodious, with loose 
straw on the floor for bedding, and very filthy. Human excrement was 
scattered over the floor ; and even the walls were soiled by these offensive 
discharges ; her food was also on the floor. An idiotic boy about ten years 
old occupied another cell, in the same neglected condition — his reputed 
father being the uncle of his mother: : I noticed two blind inmates—both 
«dulte,one white and the other eolored. There is *n infirmary in the third 
story, which is appropriated to cases of accidental injury* 

The steward receives $300, and the matron, $192 per annum. One hired 
man receives $22 50 per month, with board. One girl is hired at $5 per 
month. The physician is paid $225 per annum. Be attends every other 
day regularly, and at any other time when his services are needed. 

The average number of inmates during the last year was 294 ; the num- 
ber of births for the same period, 5 ; and the deaths, 34. The number of 
vagrants admitted during the year and furnished with supper, lodging and 
breakfast, was 2,019. Separate meals were given to 1,540. 

There is preaching every Sabbath afternoon ; but no secular or Sunday 
school for the children. 

The ventilation of the new building is better than is found in most simi- 
lar institutions. Transoms are placed over all the doors in the different 
stories. . 

According to the statement furnished by the directors, the total expen- 
ditures for the support of the poor for the last year were $34,347. 10 ; two 
hundred and ninety dollars of which were for out-door relief. About one- 
fourth of the beef needed for the nse of the house, one-third of the pork, 
ancLthree-fourths of the wheat consumed, are raised by the institution, which 
keeps 15 cows. 

The buildings which this county has provided for the accommodation of 
the poor, are among the best I have visited in the State. Great improve- 
ment, however, might be made by a closer attention to the insane, which, 
perhaps, can only be done by increasing the number of attendants. A 
more thorough separation of the sexes is also desirable. 
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CONCLUSION. 

It is a source of regret that circumstances beyond my control have pre- 
vented a more perfect account of a number of institutions which are enti- 
tled to be noticed at length in this report. The experience of the last 
year convinces me that the great value of the work assigned to the Board 
by an intelligent Legislature, has not been over-estimated, and that to carry 
it forward with success, additional aid may hereafter be needed. The va- 
rious institutions which require inspection ; the tendency, in some pases, of 
those in charge to become careless in the performance of their duties where 
there is not sufficient supervision, and the immense importance of making 
suitable provision for the poor and helpless who are peculiarly the Qbjects 
of public bounty, as well as the safe-keeping and discipline pf our .crimi- 
nal population, seem to demand the earnest attention of the Legislature, 
and the active. vigilance of those who have charge of such institutions as 
are devoted to their support. The early and careful training, in proper in- 
stitutions, of the vicious and neglected children of the Commonwealth, re- 
quires the judicious and watchful interference of legislative authority, and 
the co-operation of all good citizens. .•.:-• 

Much has been done during the short period of time the Board has been 
in operation, but the field of labor expands and the work to be performed 
multiplies in a ratio which can only be appreciated by those who have given 
much attention to the subject. There is, however, no reason for discourage- 
ment. Other States have entered upon these labors through Boards of 
Charities, and contributed largely to the amelioration and improvement of 
their neglected, dependent and criminal classes. No good reason can be 
assigned why Pennsylvania, so rich in her resources, so devoted to the edu- 
cation of her. children by a system of common schools, and so distinguished 
for that enlightened patriotism and philanthropy which led her to appro- 
priate millions of dollars from the public treasury for the maintenance and 
education of the orphans of her deceased soldiers, should not follow the 
example of other States, and seek to improve, by a proper system of in- 
spection and supervision, all her charitable, reformatory and correctional 
institutions. As in other matters, time will make manifest her wisdom in 
this. 

In conclusion, I desire to express my thanks to the members of the 
Board, for the kind and courteous manner in which I have been aided by 
their judicious counsel in the prosecution of my official duties. 

WILMER WORTHINGTON, 
General Agent and Secretary. 

Harrisburg, December 31, 1870. 
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APPENDIX. 



IN THE MATTER OP THE INSANE DEPARTMENT OF THE PHILADELPHIA ALMS- 
HOUSE. 

At a stated meeting of the Board of Public Charities, held at the Capitol 
on June 1, 1870, Mr. Harrison offered the following preamble and resolu- 
tion, which were unanimously adopted : 

• Whereas, The insufficient and unsuitable accommodations for the in- 
mates of.. the .department for the insane of the Philadelphia almshouse, ren- 
der it impossible not only to employ proper remedial measures for their 
recovery, but even to secure their personal comfort and safety ; therefore* 

Itesolved, That ttiis Board respectfully request the guardians of the poor 
of Philadelphia eounty to take early action on this subject, and to adopt 
and persevere in the most effective meaawes to have, these accommodations 
enlarged and improved. 

Mr. Clymer offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the committee of this Board for the district, in conjunc- 
tion with the General Agent* be instructed to present the above preamble 
and resolution to the proper, authorities, both of the almshouse *ad the 
city of Philadelphia, and to express the views of the Board of Public Chari- 
ties on this subject. 

Stated meeting, September 7, 1870. 

■ ...... i , .>-'.• • * 

Mr. Harrison, on behalf of the committee on the Philadelphia almshouse, 
made a report and read extracts from several newspapers, expressing their 
approbation of the action of the Board of Public Charities, in reference to 
the Philadelphia almshouse. 

REPORT. 

The committee appointed to communicate with the proper authorities, in 
reference to the crowded Condition of the insane department of the Phila- 
delphia almshouse, respectfully report : 

That shortly after the adjournment of the Board, we presented the reso- 
lutions of the Board on this subject, to the guardians of the poor and the 
councils of the city of Philadelphia, accompanied by a communication to 
councils, hereto annexed, intended to impress them with the urgent neces- 
sity of affording immediate relief to the inmates of the above institution ; 
that these papers having been appropriately referred, conferences were held 
with the committees, and other members of councils ; that a plan was de- 
vised to extend the accommodations for the insane, in the simplest and 
least expensive way that would secure proper wards for remedial treat- 
ment ; that the information obtained was imparted to councils, with a re- 
quest for an application of $70,000, the sum needed to accomplish the work, 
which was granted by both branches by a unanimous vote. Full plans and 
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specifications have been prepared, after consultation with expert physicians, 
and a contract awarded, and preparation made for beginning the work. 

COMMUNICATION 70 COUNCILS OF PHILADELPHIA. 

Tq the Select and Common Councils of the city of Philadelphia : 

Gentlemen : — The undersigned, who have been entrusted with the duty 
of presenting to the authorities of the city of Philadelphia the accompany- 
ing preamble and resolutions of the Board of Public Charities, respectfully 
beg leave to state, that we have endeavored to make ourselves thoroughly 
familiar with the condition of the insane department of the Philadelphia 
almshouse ; and that we have done so, after large observation of similar 
institutions in various parts of the State. That while we observe, with un- 
qualified satisfaction, that this institution is under the superintendence of 
an able and faithful physician, an advantage too seldom enjoyed by coun- 
ty' asylums, we are constrained to recognize the painful fact that the con- 
tracted accommodations for so large a population, and the almost entire 
absence of needful resources for the application of scientific remedies, ren- 
der a physician's skill almost useless, unless to repair the bodily narm 
which the inmates suffer, either from self-infliction or the violence of their 
companions, excited to frenzy by a mutually reacting irritation, which is * 
the outgrowth alone of their crowded and unclassified condition. We are 
well aware that this communication would be an appropriate one to the 
board of guardians, and we should not fulfill our duty, without urging 
upon them the necessity of instant attention to the subject, but, as legisla- 
tion by yourselves is needed to enable that bdard to reach any practical 
result, we address you, also, as the more important authority in the pre- 
mises. 

We might easily set forth to you the clear right of this dependent and ' 
afflicted class 6f our citizens, not only on the ground of humanity, but of '" 
law and justice, to liberal care and guardianship from the city of Philadel- '— 
phia. We might expose in detail their condition of constant retrogression, 
instead of advance, in mental and physical health ; we might giye.our views . 
as to what extension is needed to secure effectually the personal safety of 
the inmates, or what is better, so to classify them as to give them the ad- 
vadtages of hospital treatment; but we forbear to occupy yohr attention 
at this time, further than to say, in behalf of the Board of Public Charities, 
that we should deprecate any reliance upon the prospective relief to this 
department of the almshouse, which may be anticipated from the establish- 
ment of a house of correction ; but that with our present convictions, we 
have confidence only in the prompt enlargement of the department for the 
insane, upon the premises where it is now located* 

GEO. L. HARRISON, 
HIESTER CLYMER, 

Committee. \ 
WILMER WORTHINGTON, 
Secretary and General Agent 

Stated meeting, December T, 18 TO. 

Mr. Harrison reported further proceedings in reference to the insane de- 
partment Of the Philadelphia almshouse. 

The following communication was addressed to the councils of Philadel- 
phia on October 31 : 
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Gentlemen : — The undersigned members of the Board of Public Chari- 
ties, who have especial supervision of the institutions in that district of the 
State in which Philadelphia is located, beg leave to make the following state* 
ment to your honorable bodies : We look bade with the most grateful feel- 
ings at your recent action in behalf of the insane department of the aim* 
house, and anticipate, with confident hope, that the condition of its inmates 
will be benefited, to their own great improvement and $he consequent credit 
and economic advantage of the city ; but, in order to realize full success, 
we earnestly ask your attention to a few points bearing most influentially 
upon the management of that institution* We take it for granted that suit- 
able provision will be made for heating, lighting, ventilating, Ac, the pro- 
jected extension, which will be moderate in cost, but which should be obvi- 
ously arranged for now, to prevent damage to the buildings and to save 
expense from its introduction after they are completed. 

Another important consideration is the compensation of the medical su- 
perintendent, and the character and qualifications of his assistants* It is 
entirely undeniable that a servant, conscious of unfair treatment, whether 
as to recompense or otherwise, is unable to meet fully the requisitions of 
his service, whatever may be the degree of his conscientiousness ; and, for 
this reason, we fear that, should it become certain that the present appro* 
priation for salary of that officer at our almshouse will not be considerably 
increased, the deep interest which is now manifested must necessarily de- 
cline ; and it is quite sure that no suitable successor can be engaged on such 
terms* , We feel confident that the physician of 150 insane inmates, with a 
salary of $1,350 a year and perquisites of residence and vegetables, which 
would not increase this sum by $150, cannot, however devoted to his work, 
enjoy that satisfaction and that freedom from care for his domestic inter- 
ests which are essential to his full efficiency. We hope, therefore, that in 
the interests of the institution and the public, as also in justice to whoever 
may be the incumbent of that office, a more reasonable salary will be ap- 
propriated. We beg, in this relation, to adduce a few examples of the 
salaries paid to the physicians of similar institutions* At Colney Hatch, 
England, John Welsh writes that the "physicians receive equal to $3,000 
in gold, with house, fuel, light, butter, milk and vegetables.' 9 

At the New York State Lunatic Asylum, with 600 inmates, the appro- 
priations for 1869 were "$10,000 for officers;" for "attendants, engineer, 
apothecary, butcher, tailor, farmer, book-keeper, clerk, &c. t $37,983 49." 
The physician has three assistants. At the hospital for the insane at Flat- 
bush, Long Island, the salary is $2,000, with residence and full support, 
including the convenience of a horse and carriage* Thejiumber of inmates 
there is 600. There are two assistants, at $800 each. At the institution on 
BlackwelFs Island, New York city, the salary is $2,500, with dwelling apart- 
ments, comipodious and con venient, and partial subsistence. There are three 
assistants, the salary of the first being $1,000. In our own State, Dr. Reed, 
of Dixmont,near Pittsburg, receives $3,000, with dwelling and subsistence. 
He has 400 patients, with, at present, one assistant at $900 salary, another 
being promised. Dr. Curwen, of the Harrisburg institution, receives $2,- 
500, with two assistants at $800 each ; also, commodious apartments in the 
institution, subsistence and other liberal provision. Number of inmates, 
400. We are not aware of any similar institution of any magnitude where 
the compensation is so inadequate as at our own, and where there is no paid 
assistant. We, therefore, respectfully suggest that the salary of the medi- 
cal superintendent of the insane department of the almshouse be in- 
creased ; that a suitable dwelling place for his family be provided, and that 
he be furnished with at least one paid assistant ; for we must not fail to 
23 
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bear in mind that an insane asylum is not merely a place of detention, re- 
quiring only men of bone and muscle as " keepers," but a hospital, where 
scientific and experienced skill is required, with anxious care by night as 
well as day, for remedial treatment. In this connection we woulc^ also 
suggest that a moderate appropriation be made for the employment of paid 
attendants, the paupers who are detailed for this work being wholly unfit, 
and generally, from want of feeling and want of principle, practising cru- 
elty or neglect, subversive of the first essentials towards relief or cure of 
this peculiar malady. With these improvements in the affairs of the alms- 
house asylum of this city, we are confident that, when the extension is 
completed, so evident an amelioration of the condition of that afflicted class 
of our citizens will be apparent, and so evident an advantage to the com- 
munity from the speedy restoration of many of the inmates, as will lead us 
all to rejoice in the benevolent liberality which councils have manifested in 
their behalt 

GEO. L. HARRISON, 
HIESTER CLYMER, 

Committee. 
WILMER WORTHINGTON, 
Secretary and General Agent. 

This communication was referred to the Finance Committee of councils, 
who reported favorably on its recommendations; and, thereupon, councils 
made the. requisite appropriations to carry them out. 
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